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Oklahoma takes another run at No. 1 
Ranking all 117 Teams 


Lindy’s All-America Team 
No one is quite like Ohio State’s Maurice Clarett 
Georgia's Pollack has a motor that runneth over 


Lindy’s All-America Checklist 
Player ratings & features 
Top position groups 


Scoping the Nation 

College Football 2003: We've got your reality, right here 
Versatility makes these guys twice as nice 

Players on the comeback trail 

Honors candidates 

By Anthony Gimino 
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National schedules 


How Young is Too Young? 
More headed to the NFL ... time will tell 
By Dennis Dodd 


An Act of Betrayal? 
College football debates how to measure records 
By Dennis Dodd 


Keeping the Faith 

Georgia's Mark Richt keeps spirituality high on his priority list 
By Bill Sorrell 

Fran’s “Bear” Reversal 


Dennis Franchione leaves Alabama to lead Texas A&M back 
By Brent Zwerneman 
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Loyalty rewarded 

Oklahoma State assistants love head coach Les Miles. 
Here’s why. 

By Jimmie Tramel 


Hanging around 

Texas senior receiver Roy Williams goes for one more 
shot of college glory 

By Mark Wangrin 


Mountain West Preview 
Colorado State climbs to the top again 
By Natalie Meisler 


Western Athletic Conference Preview 
Hawaii has the defense to bring title to the islands 
By Paul Amett 


Year in Review 

Picking the Big 12 

Around the Big 12 

Rating the Big 12 by position 
2002 Big 12 Leaders 

A Look Back 


National Recruiting 
Breaking Down the Top 25 
By Allen Wallace/SuperPrep 


Big 12 Recruiting 
The rich get richer 
By Tom Lemming/Prep Football Report 
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Letter from 
the Publisher 


Welcome to college football 2003 and the second year of the NCAA 
12-game experiment. The experiment promises more great early season 
matchups — Auburm-USC, Oklahoma-Alabama and Ohio State-N.C. State to 
name a few. 

The BCS championship game in the Sugar Bow! will have a hard time 
matching the double overtime Fiesta Bowl classic that the Buckeyes and Canes 
gave the nation. Will star Buckeye running back Maurice Clarett be the first 
college player to challenge the NFL's early departure rule? Dennis Dodd gives 
you the inside story on the challenges that Clarett would face beginning on 
page 20. 

Dodd also takes a look at the NCAA’s somewhat arbitrary ruling to 
include postseason stats in seasons totals (page 30), Are any records sacred 
any more? 

I'm not sure about changing the way stats are kept, but | am sure that 
college football needs a rule change. The rule that says only the ball needs to 
cross the end zone for a touchdown needs to go. To receive six points, 

a football player's forward motion should have to cross the goal line. It’s the 
player's forward motion all the way down the field — why should it be less at 
the goal line? 

Football is a physical game and shouldn't become any less physical on 
the goal line. The point was really brought home (again) last year as 
| watched the Tennessee-Florida showdown in Knoxville. Florida lined up. 
from Tennessee's 1-yard line and the running back was crushed at the 1-yard 
line. His second effort didn't produce another inch, but it did allow him to 
reach his arm across the goal line for a TD — while he was still at the one. 
That's a touchdown? 

Players holding the ball out over the pylon as they go out of bounds on 
the 2-yard line is a joke! The bad rule creates more judgment calls for an 
official — never a good thing. 

I hope your favorite team is bowling somewhere at the end of the year. 
Have a great season. 


Sincerely, 
Lindy Davis 
Publisher 


P.S. Mike Price was fired as Alabama's head coach as Lindy’s went to press. 
This is reflected in most, but not all, references in this edition. 
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|, OKLAHOMA 


Here We Go Again ... Sooners Primed for Title 


Never mind who will play quarterback. Forget about 
how to replace ultra-productive running back Quentin 
Griffin. Disregard the new corps of receivers, the 
premature loss of end Jimmy Wilkerson to the NFL 
and the two consecutive excruciating losses to Okla- 
homa State. 
The Sooners, like last year, are Lindy’s pick to win the national title. 
It went awry last season as OU's vaunted defense took a couple of ill- 
timed vacations — mostly with its ability to defend the deep pass — but 
that just serves as fuel for the fire this time around. Talent, coaching, chip 
on their shoulders, a new safety to help solidify the back of the defense 
.. the Sooners have it all and should win it all. 

THE GOOD NEWS: In his fifth season, coach Bob Stoops has devel- 
oped astounding depth to go with his top-line NFL-ready players, able to 
send quality defenders onto the field like it was a hockey line shift. The 
excess especially shows in the secondary, although the biggest upgrade 


in this team is the offensive line, where tackles Jammal Brown and Wes 
Sims and center Vince Carter will cover for any issues at quarterback, 
Oft-injured Jason White is likely first up to direct an offense that worked 
this spring on being more multiple. 

THE BAD NEWS: Standout defensive end Jimmy Wilkerson, act- 

ing upon some bad advice, bolted early for the NFL, leaving the Sooners 
(sob) with a mere nine returning defensive starters. 
The schedule is not for the meek, with a Sept. 6 game at Alabama serv- 
ing as an early measuring stick before the usual Big 12 gauntlet, which 
includes a crossover road game at Colorado. The worst news of all: The 
Sooners’ personal whipping boy, Chris Simms, is no longer quarterback 
at Texas. 

‘OUR CALL: Oklahoma is one of a handful of teams with no notice- 
able dropoff in talent for the foreseeable future. The beat will go on even 
after DT Tommie Harris, LB Teddy Lehman, CB Derrick Strait and pals 
wrap up the school's eighth national title this season. 


Miami 
Talent Wins; NFL Talent Wins Even More 


MIAMI As the NFL’s most productive minor-league fran- 
Chise, the Hurricanes have sent 13 players to the 
NFL first round in the past three drafts. The dial-a-star conveyer belt isn’t 
slowing down, with another four, five, six potential first-rounders for the 
2004 draft alone. Remember, these guys are just one bad-call Fiesta Bowl 
penalty from dynasty status. 

A year after being more conservative on 
defense, Miami plans to let the hounds loose with more blitzing. RB Frank 
Gore appears ready to resume the Heisman campaign that Willis McGa- 
hee picked up when Gore was injured last year. 

THE BAD NEWS: With non-conference games against Florida, 
Florida State and Tennessee, along with tricky league scraps at Boston 
College, Virginia Tech and Pittsburgh, Miami can’t afford many off days 
from Ken Dorsey's replacement at quarterback, Brock Berlin. 

The leadership void created by Dorsey's graduation should- 
n't be taken lightly ... but we'll do it anyway. Berlin, a Florida transfer, 
should be just fine as he rides on some very talented coattails. 
g E With a team that is arguably better than the one 

that went undefeated and beat Miami for last 

year's national title, perhaps a No. 3 ranking is too low. No respect for 
the champs? They seem to prefer that, anyway. The Bucks didn’t listen 
to predictions of doom against the ‘Canes, and now have 18 returning 
starters focused squarely on the Sugar Bowl. 

All 11 starters — and many key reserves — 
are back on an offense that was as good as it needed to be last season 
and should really roar this time around. The defense is still nails; nobody 
runs on the Buckeyes — isn’t that right, Miami? 

THE BAD NEWS: The law of averages applies. Ohio State won 
seven games by a touchdown or less last season, needing clutch inter- 
ceptions, miracle passes and the occasional benefit of the doubt from 
the refs. The Buckeyes can’t be that fortunate again ... can they? 

Jim Tressel isn’t about to let his players develop heads 


too big for their helmets. They won't relinquish the throne easily, but 
sooner or later the Bucks are going to lose one they shouldn't. 


Ouxi0 STATE 
If Breaks Keep Coming, Bucks Could Repeat 


Michigan 


Can ‘Michigan Line’ Push Past Buckeyes? 


John Navarre could become sort of a poor-man’s Car- 
son Palmer — a talented quarterback who puts it 
all together as a fifth-year senior and leads his team to the next level. He 
wasn't bad last season — 2,905 yards, 21 TDs and seven INTs — and 
he drew raves in the spring as a take-charge guy. He gives the Wolver- 
ines a shot to unseat the Buckeyes. 

Coach Lloyd Carr calls this a "Michigan line" 
which is Wolverine-speak for big, powerful and arguably the best in the 
nation. Defense — notably the secondary led by CB Marlin Jackson — 
has a chance to be special with a nice blend of veterans and newbies. 

THE BAD NEWS: That Michigan line needs to do a better job of 
knocking D-linemen on their keisters; the Wolverines were eighth in the 
Big Ten in rushing in 2001 and ninth last season. If running back Chris 
Perry isn’t up to the task, it’s big trouble for Big Blue. 

Navarre is poised for a big senior year, just like pre- 
decessors Brian Griese and Tom Brady. There’s plenty else to make the 
season interesting, all the way to the finale — at home vs. Ohio State. 


Yo 


3. KANSAS STATE 


Wildcats’ Wins Go To 11 

Starting in 1997, K-State’s record is 11-1, 11-2, 
11-1, 11-3, 6-6 and 11-2 ... soit’s clear to see the 
treading-water season of 2001 was the exception to the rule — the rule 
being that the Wildcats are very, very good, even if they get as much 
respect as Carrot Top. That has a lot to do with their traditionally cushy 
non-league slate, which includes two I-AA teams in ‘03. 

V QB Ell Roberson and RB Darren Sproles are 
each 1,000-yard rushers who give defenses fits with jock-loosening 
dekes. Bill Snyder almost always manages to field one of the nation’s 
finest defenses, no matter the All-Americans he must replace. 

THE BAD NEWS: For as feted as Terence Newman was, it's hard 
to appreciate how much an elite shut-down corner does for a defense 
until he’s gone. Road games at Texas, Oklahoma State and Nebraska will 
test K-State’s mettle. Might Roberson have to pass to win one of those? 

With Nebraska still regrouping and Colorado some- 
what reloading, Kansas State will be back in the Big 12 title game for the 
first time since 2000, right in the hunt for that elusive BCS bid. 


T 0. AUBURN 
f \ ee ee ey 
17 Backs in Bulk Bolster Plains Expectations 


dd There was some mighty big news coming out of 
Tuscaloosa this offseason, but the biggest devel- 
opments in the state of Alabama might have been the decisions of LBs 
Karlos Dansby and Dontarrious Thomas to stick around Auburn for their 
senior season. That helped to stamp the Tigers as the team to beat in the 
SEC West ... and they aren't likely to stop there. 

: The Tigers have as many quality running 
backs as, say, the entire Pac-10, with junior college big boy Brandon 
Jacobs joining Carnell Williams, Ronnie Brown and Tre Smith. The offen- 
sive and defensive fronts are among the SEC’s finest. 

THE BAD NEWS: Auburn will have to pass the ball from time to 
time, and there isn’t exactly a mountain of evidence that Jason Camp- 
bell — who now has the job all to himself — can do that consistently. 
The schedule, including an opener vs. USC, is one of the nation’s tough- 
est. 


Coach Tommy Tuberville has had the Tigers on the cusp. 
of the SEC elite. The time is right for Auburn to bust through the glass 
Ceiling and win the whole dang league. 


TEXAS 


Simms is Gone, But Don’t Mock UT's Chances. 


Longhorns fans will debate whether the departure 
—————— of Chris Simms falls into the ‘good news’ or “bad 
news" category after he rewrote some of the school’s passing records 
while — all together now — failing to win the big one. Next up is junior 
Chance Mock, although touted redshirt freshman Vince Young is in the 
mix, too, and both can do things with their feet that Simms couldn't. 

: With LB Derrick Johnson, CB Nathan Vash- 
erand a terrific DT tandem in Marcus Tubbs and Rod Wright, the Horns 
will put their defense up against anybody's. Athletic quarterbacks mean 
the offense can expand with option plays, QB draws and the like. 

THE BAD NEWS: Oklahoma isn’t getting any worse and Texas 
A&M, with the hiring of Dennis Franchione, won't be slip sliding away. 
Playing in the toughest division of college football's toughest conference 
keeps getting in the way of Mack Brown's first league title. 

Blessed with super receivers and difference-making 
defenders, the Longhorns are a fixture in the Top 10. Anything better 
depends on their first two league games — Kansas State and Oklahoma. 


USC 
ER 
The Boss is Back in the Pac-10 

The Trojans broke their pattern of being overrated 
by coming from back in the pack last season to win 
a share of the Pac-10 title, demolish lowa in the Orange Bowl and serve 
up a Heisman Trophy winner in QB Carson Palmer. If there were a play- 
off, the Trojans could have — would have? — won itall. Yep, NFL castoff 
Pete Carroll /oves college life. 

With team speed galore, Carroll has built the 
best defense in the Pac-10 by a wide margin. And there's so much talent 
on offense — this could be USC's best line in several years — there will 
be minimal pressure on the new QB to be an immediate superstar. 

THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback position could be an adventure 
all season. The kicking game, which was the culprit in the OT loss at 
Washington State, still promises to be erratic. For all the supreme quicks 
on this team, how did it finish 109th nationally in kickoff returns? 

The sleeping giant has awakened. Unless Carroll decides 
he has unfinished business in the NFL, the Trojans are back to stay, with 
achance to end a decade-long reign of parity in the Pac-10. 


TENNESSEE 


Vols Ready to be Tennessee Again 

Injuries were only part of the culprit last season, as 
the Vols’ discipline and leadership broke down while 
the losses piled up in an 8-5 season, the worst of the Phillip Fulmer era, 
With many of those injured players back, it’s the payoff season and pay- 
back time for those who kicked UT when it was down .., like Florida, 
Alabama and Miami 


With QB Casey Clausen and a host of young 
runners, the backfield could be the SEC’s best. The starting linebackers, 
led by Kevin Burnett, should be back with a vengeance after missing time 
because of injuries last season. 

‘THE BAD NEWS: Converted defensive back Mark Jones was a rev- 
elation this spring at receiver, but the wideouts have much to prove under 
fire, as does a rebuilt defensive line. Road games at Auburn, Alabama, 
Florida and Miami could be killer. 

Here's a hunch that the Vols have repaired their wound- 
ed pride, rediscovered toughness and will get an A in chemistry, In short, 
Tennessee will be Tennessee again. 


MaryYLAND 


Take ‘Over’ Off Achieve and Watch Terps Go 


It's time to take the Terps seriously. Very serious- 
ly, Maryland overachieved in Ralph Friedgen’s first 
two years as head coach, surprising fans and foes along the way, but 
now it gets its full due, which comes complete with a big fat bulls eye. 
With 17 returning starters, the Terps can handle the extra attention. 

QB Scott McBrien is way more comfortable in 
his second year in the system, so Friedgen expanded the playbook accord- 
ingly. RB Bruce Perry, the 2001 ACC Offensive Player of the Year, is back 
to full strength. The defense: first rate. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Terps have a huge mental hurdle to clear 
when they play at Florida State in the season's second week. The schools 
have met 13 times, with the Seminoles winning every one, sweeping the 
11 conference games by an average score of 50-15. 

This team is better than the one that won the ACC in 
2001 and better than the one that went 11-3 last year, including a Peach 
Bowl victory. In 2003, the Terps upgrade back into the BCS. 


Su. 
eee 
A Tigers Entrenched in SEC High-Rent District 
{t's a rare Louisiana high school recruit that eludes 
the clutches of coach Nick Saban, which is why the 
Tigers are going to be contenders in the SEC West for quite some time 
Saban makes a fine living off his bayou connections, but to be the top 
cat in the division this season, he'll need help from the heartland in QB 
Matt Mauck, an Indiana native. 

The offense should put up points aplenty, 
Mauck, who missed the second half of last season, returns to spark the 
passing game; he'll enjoy throwing to Michael Clayton and Devery Hen- 
derson. The O-line has best-in-the-league potential. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense, which finished eighth nationally 
last season, no longer has linebacker Bradie James as its center of grav- 
ity. There's questionable depth at that position and at safety, so injuries 
in the back seven could create major issues. 

With the Tigers getting Georgia, Florida and Auburn in 
Death Valley, there is ample opportunity for them to earn BCS love and 
stay high in the ratings, even with a couple of losses elsewhere. 


PITTSBURGH 


(ISB Longing to Play on New Year's Day 

f The Bluebonnet Bowl. The John Hancock Bowl. The 
Liberty Bowl, Insight.com, Tangerine, Insight. Those 

are Pittsburgh's six bow! games in the past 15 years, all of which area 

Couple sniffs away from New Year's Day glory. Coming off their best sea- 

son in almost two decades and with 15 returning starters, this season 

should extend into next year. 

Man-child receiver Larry Fitzgerald can catch 
just about anything Rod Rutherford throws out there and could earn All- 
America honors as a sophomore. A tough, physical defense returns seven 
starters. 

THE BAD NEWS; Rutherford, a senior and second-year starter, 
can't use the ‘no experience’ excuse anymore. Between last year's inter- 
Ceptions (12), lost fumbles (six) and sacks taken (46!), he needs to make 
better, quicker decisions for Pitt to be all it can be, 

Coach Walt Harris is building something nice, and with 
his team’s combination of experience, talent and schedule (Miami and Vir- 
ginia Tech visit Heinz Field), now's the time he finishes the project. 

: After taking his team to the top of the SEC moun- 

tain, coach Mark Richt has his fellas believing that 

they can do it again... and again .,. and again. Maybe just not this year, 

what with the overhaul at linebacker (the Dawgs lose three starters who 
Combined for 281 tackles) and a rebuilding offensive line. 

The Bulldogs have arguably the top quarter- 
back situation in the nation with starter David Greene and backup D.J. 
Shockley, as well as the SEC’s best receivers, defensive line, secondary 
and even kicking game. And the coach ain't shabby, either. 

THE BAD NEWS; When you have to cancel a spring scrimmage 
because you don't have enough healthy bodies on the offensive line, 
that’s bad. With all five starters and a couple of key backups gone, all that 
remains are freshmen and sophomores in the two-deep. 

In the rough SEC, the talented pups on the O-line might 
have to take some smacks upside the head before the Dawgs get in place 
to win it all in 2004. And by win it all, yes, we do mean national title. | 


GEORGIA 
Bad News for SEC; Richt Gets Richer 
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VIRGINIA TECH 


Are Hokies Legit? Check Back in November 
Put redshirt freshman quarterback Marcus Vick atop 
the list of players we really want to see in 2003. The 
younger brother of some guy named Michael who played a little QB with 
the Hokies a few years ago, Marcus is said to have the wheels, the can- 
non, the other-worldly coolness of his brother. And Tech is so good that 
it might not need him this season. 

Junior quarterback Bryan Randall is no slouch, 
and only needs to cut down on the turnovers to become one of the most 
dangerous dudes around. RB Kevin Jones will thrive ina one-man show 
at tailback. The defense should be up to V-Tech standards. 

THE BAD NEWS: About that defense ... what exactly was Tech 
doing, twice allowing at least 50 points late in the season? The quarter- 
back situation will be fun to monitor, but there's always a danger of it 
turning into a team-dividing controversy. 

A7-Ostart is not out of the question, but November — 
with games vs. Miami, at Pittsburgh and at Virginia — will fell the tale. 
Anything less than 10 wins would be something of a downer. 


oH NotrRE DAME 
[Se 
l iN } Construction Zone: Building a Beautiful Thing 


aX For a coach, former Irish boss Bob Davie turned 
outto be a pretty good TV announcer. For a second- 
choice replacement, Tyrone Willingham turned out to be the right guy all 
along. Willingham hasn't had time yet to put the right personnel in all the 
right places, but when he does, ND won't be settling for a No. 15 preseason 
ranking. 


As to be expected, Carlyle Holiday was more 
comfortable this spring in his second year of the West Coast offense, 
holding off all challengers to his job. The defense, ranked 13th national- 
ly last season, returns eight starters. 

THE BAD NEWS: WR Arnaz Battle, one of the few playmakers on 
Offense, is gone. Four-fifths of the starting offensive line must be replaced. 
Who needs a conference when the schedule includes Michigan, Purdue, 
USC, Pittsburgh and Florida State, among others. 

Willingham squeezed every bit of production from his 
team last season and spun it into a mostly golden 10-3 season. A repeat 
performance will be just fine with even better days ahead in 2004. 


PurRDUE 


Steadily Steaming Toward Bowl Season 

toms | Consider the Boilers to be this season’s lowa. The 
Hawkeyes, in 2001, lost their five games by a total 
of 27 points before turning close losses into a breakthrough 10-win sea- 
son in 2002. Purdue lost its six games last season by a slim margin of 
26 points. Making up that difference this season is definitely doable; in 
fact, it's probable. 


After finishing 105th nationally in total offense 
in 2001, Joe Tiller’s attack was back last season, and he returns all the 
key skill people involved in averaging 30 points a game. Overall, 17 starters 
are back, including nine on a better-than-you-think defense. 

THE BAD NEWS: Three new starters on the offensive line could under- 
mine the offensive progress and the team’s upward mobility. Nagging 
question: What if this group of guys just doesn’t know how to win the 
close games? 

The whuppin’ the Boilers put on Washington in the Sun 
Bowl after trailing 17-0 was a sign of things to come. Games at Ohio 
State and Michigan preclude the league crown, but a nice bow! awaits. 


WASHINGTON 


Truth is, Signs Point to Pac-10 Title for Dawgs. 

No lie, Rick Neuheisel has used his cache of good- 

will with fans and athletic department officials after 

his brazen deception of his involvement with the San Francisco 49ers 

head coaching vacancy. Lucky for him, with QB Cody Pickett and WR 

Reggie Williams all grown up, this is the season Washington has been 
pointing to, with an all-is-forgiven Pac-10 title in reach. 

For the past 11 seasons, the Pac-10 champi- 
on has been led by a senior or fourth-year junior who is often the league 
MVP. The guy who best fits the criteria this season is Cody Pickett, who 
plays in an offense in which he should post gonzo numbers. 

THE BAD NEWS: Isn't Washington a football school? Talented CB 
Nate Robinson gave up football to concentrate on hoops, leaving a hole 
in the secondary. Senior RB Rich Alexis and the running game has been 
a bust the past two years. Is redshirt freshman Kenny James the answer? 

After a season opener at Ohio State (chalk it up as a 
learning experience), the schedule sets up nicely for the Huskies, who 
have the horses to outscore everyone en route to Pasadena paydirt. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Scouts Honor — Seminoles Plenty Dangerous 
With a gambling probe leading the parade of FSU 
off-field indiscretions, has Bobby Bowden, at age 
73, lost his grip on the program that he directed to two national titles 
anda 152-19 record from 1987 through 2000? His foes would like to think 
he's hip-deep in quicksand ... and they might be right considering nine 
losses in the past two seasons. 

Let's be serious, now. These guys are the 
defending ACC champs, and for all the legal turmoil and uneven play on 
the field, don’t you think every coach in the league, whether they would 
admit it publicly or not, would trade teams with FSU? 

THE BAD NEWS: With fewer easy outs in conference play, Flori- 
da State might do well to tone down the non-league schedule, which, 
dadgum it, consists of home games against Colorado and Miami and 
trips to Notre Dame and Florida. Yeesh 

OK, so the Seminoles aren't exactly Eagle Scouts. This 
is news? They're still capable of rolling out of bed and winning the ACC, 
although that’s far from the slam dunk it used to be. 


NortH CAROLINA STATE 


Rising Pack Has Skills That Fit the Bill 

One of the reasons for Florida State's slump is that 
longtime Seminoles assistant Chuck Amato moved 
on to Raleigh, where his teams preceded to 1) become the first ACC team 
to beat FSU in Tallahassee and 2) beat the Seminoles again last season. 
Now, if Amato can find a way to beat Georgia Tech and Maryland, he 
Tight really have something. 

With a 3,000-yard passer (Philip Rivers), a 
4,000-yard rusher (T.A. McLendon) and a 1,000-yard receiver Jerricho 
Cotchery, no team has a finer triumvirate of skill position players. Over- 
all team speed is even better than in last year's 11-win season. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Pack must replace the guts of a defense that 
allowed a mere 22 points in the final three games against high-class foes 
Virginia, Florida State and Notre Dame. The kicking game is too unreli- 
able for Amato's comfort. 

We can't quite buy the Pack’s national title talk (an early 
game at Ohio State will be telling), but N.C. State will be right there in 
the ACC if speedy and talented newcomers come through on defense. 


CoLorRADo STATE 


Rams Talk Tough, Play Tougher 

The Rams steamrolled through the Mountain West 
last season ... until there were 46 seconds left in 
the season. That's when UNLV scored a touchdown to pull out a 36-33 
upset, robbing Sonny Lubick’s team of its first perfect conference record. 
Itall just means that there is unfinished business to keep CSU's 16 return- 
ing starters motivated in 2003. 

QB Bradlee Van Pelt is the catalyst, a run-pass 
threat with a linebacker's bad attitude. He's a big talker who gets on oppo- 
nents’ nerves, but he’s the kind of guy you love if he's on your team. On 
defense, the linebackers are all seniors, all three-year starters, 

THE BAD NEWS: The defensive front went south at the end of last 
season, as the Rams allowed 773 rushing yards in the last three games. 
There are depth concerns on the line this season. If no one emerges at 
Tunning back, can Van Pelt keep defenses honest with his arm? 

Van Pelt's antics led one columnist to proclaim CSU as 
Classless State University. Bah. No team in the West is as consistently 
tough as the Rams, who have won three league titles in four years. 


VIRGINIA 


Big Things Looming for this Groh Operation 
Now, it’s hard to find anyone questioning Al Groh’s 
decision a couple of years back to give up his head 
coaching job with the New York Jets to go back to school. Surrounding 
himself with assistants flush with pro experience, Groh has his alma mater 
on the brink of what could be one of the best stretches in school histo- 
ty. Good decision, indeed. 

17 starters are back from a 9-5 team, includ- 
ing QB Matt Schaub, who came out of nowhere to earn ACC Player of the 
Year honors. Groh has so many good, young players it’s ridiculous; LB 
Ahmad Brooks will make his much-anticipated debut. 

THE BAD NEWS: Teams that rank 100th nationally in total defense 
—as the Wahoos did last season — don’t often get to play in the biggest 
bowls. Schaub will miss being able to throw the jump ball to big, tall 
receiver Billy McMullen. 

It's hard to find any team with as much young poten- 
tial at linebacker as Virginia. With the schedule backloaded with toughies, 
the defense has a chance to grow up before things get serious. 


CoLorRADO 


Barnett Hand Steady on Rebuilding Buffs 

That Gary Barnett was able to coax nine wins and 
@ repeat Big 12 North title out of a team that lost its 
starting quarterback early last season is a testament to his coaching skills. 
It's that acumen that has earned him the benefit of the doubt this season, 
despite some major reconstruction and a too-tough schedule. 

Even with the departure of Chris Brown and 
transfer of Marcus Houston, the Buffs are chock-full of RBs, led by Bobby 
Purify and Brian Calhoun. The defense builds around standouts such as 
S Medford Moorer, DE Gabe Nyenhuis and LB Sean Tufts. 

‘THE BAD NEWS: Barnett has been able to patch together service- 
able quarterback play the past couple of years, but now he's scraping the 
bottom of the experience barrel and can’t quite rule out a pair of incom- 
ing freshmen. More problems: Four new offensive linemen. 

A three-peat of the Big 12 North title? Don't think so, 
but Barnett has had fine seasons with lesser talent. The Buffs will win 
just enough of their big games to keep them hanging around the rank- 
ings. 


ARIZONA STATE 


Deep Attack Leads Devil Uprising 

The only knock on third-year coach Dirk Koetter so 
far is this: What the heck was he thinking not start- 
ing Andrew Walter from the get-go last season? Walter, despite not start- 
ing until the fifth game, had the most prolific season in school history: 
274 of 483 for 3,877 yards and 28 TDs. And he’s only a junior. 

Arizona State’s offense might be the best go- 
deep attack in college; the Devils averaged 32 points a game last season 
and return nine starters on that side. The offensive line, almost always 
an ASU strength, returns intact. Athletic secondary leads defense. 

THE BAD NEWS: If not for the early departures of All-Universe DE 
Terrell Suggs and go-to WR Shaun McDonald, the Devils might be the 
consensus pick to stick a pitchfork in the rest of the Pac-10. As is, both 
positions are something of a question heading into fall. 

After a shaky first season, Koetter proved in 2002 why 
he was so in demand as the prototypical 21st century hire — a young 
guy who knows how to coach offense. ASU is on the right path. 

. | Its straight out of the bizzaro world of college foot- 

ball: No Florida, Nebraska, Penn State or Texas A&M 

in the preseason Top 26 ... but TCU? Whether the Horned Frogs would 

actually beat any or all of those teams is up for offseason debate (chat 

among yourselves), but as the defending and projected C-USA champs, 
they belong in the discussion. 

The Frogs have one of the nation’s finest young 
backfields with QB Tye Gunn (4-0 as starter before suffering a knee injury), 
1,000-yard rusher Lonta Hobbs and redshirt freshman RB Robert Mer- 
rill. Oh yeah, the defense is aces ... as usual. 

THE BAD NEWS: Five starters are gone from a defense that led 
the nation in total defense. That's not a devastating exodus, but the ham- 
mer of that defense — LaMarcus McDonald — must be replaced. Gunn 
missed spring while recovering from his knee injury. 

BCS buster alert! There’s not a game on the schedule 


that TCU can’t win. Yeah, yeah ... the Frogs aren't likely to skate through 
unscathed, but a sixth consecutive bowl is a lock. 


TCU 


Frogs Focus on Busting Up BCS Party 


ALABAMA 


Good Line, Good QB ... Who Needs A Coach? 

Well, yes, this pick was made before coach Mike 
Price's out-of-bounds off-field activities and sub- 
sequent firing on May 3, but there is good reason to stand by it. The 
front-line talent is still strong and there's always a chance that the play- 
ers’ character —forged by a river of adversity — could bond this team into 
a mentally tough outfit. 

We're suckers for teams with good — potential- 
ly great — offensive lines, and that's what ‘Bama has. With that line and 
sophomore quarterback's Brodie Croyle’s arm, perhaps this team can 
just draw up plays in the dirt and still score. Who needs a coach? 

THE BAD NEWS: There's still an NCAA bowl ban and scholarship 
limitations in place from infractions that occurred during the watch of 
Mike DuBose, whose dismissal in 2000 started the chain of events that 
has led to four coaches in four seasons at Alabama. 

Alabama has made a mess of a lot of things, from rules 
violations to bad hirings to questionable firings. How the administration 
and players handle this season will be telling for the future. 
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. Florida 
Oklahoma State 


Gad-Zooks! Gators have to play way back into Top 25. 
Cowboys have Sooners’ number, and adding other teams. 


. Bowling Green 


QB Josh Harris one of league's best in super year for QBs. 


UNL. 


Expectations are low ... so Rebels are dangerous, 
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}._ Texas ARM 
Wisconsin 


30. Oregon State 


‘Won't be long before Coach Fran has Aggies in Top 25. 
Return of Lee Evans makes everyone smile in Madison. 
‘Welcome back, Mike Riley ... losing is no longer acceptable. 


|. Northwestern 
._ New Mexico State 


Showed spark last season that bodes well for future. 
With showdown vs. UNT in home finale, could make a run, 


Utah 


Vroom, vroom .., Urban Meyer's spread offense arrives. 


31, Arkansas 


Defending West champs ignored again in preseason. 


. Vanderbilt 


Streak of 17 SEC losses should end this season ... but when? 


22, 


lowa 


Brad Banks was difference-maker, but Hawks have winning attitude, 


78, Boise State 


League road games keep Broncos from successful title defense. 


Ole Miss 
|. Nebraska 
._ Missouri 


El’s career lament; Just not enough defense for SEC title, 


79, Connecticut 


More than a stadium, Huskies are building a nice program. 


‘Will staff changes be the ticket ... or is it desperation? 
‘Too early for the Brad Smith for Heisman campaign? 


j_Penn State 


JoePa young enough for another big run, but must reload. 


80, Middle Tennessee 
81, Toledo 
,_ Duke 


Injuries can't be as bad as they were in ‘02 ... can they? 
Huge line clears way for another run at MAC West title, 
ACC losing streak is 25; no Devil has experienced a league win, 


UCLA 


38,_ Minnesota 


Pieces in place for surprise run under new coach Karl Dorrell, 
QB Asad Abdul Khaliq could be the surprise of the Big Ten. 


}_ Indiana 
1 Kansas 


Former Golden Domer Matt Lovecchio takes over at QB. 


Has coach Mark Mangino bitten off more than he can chew? 


). Oregon 


40. West Virginia 

41. Southern Miss 
42, Marshall 

43, Boston College 
44, Washington St. 


Better QB play will mean a first-division finish in Pac-10. 


1 Northern Illinois 


With RB Michael Turner, could break through to win MAC West. 


No-huddle offense is finally fully installed, so look out! 


}. Rutgers 


Finally positioned to end record 22-game league losing streak. 


Eagles chase C-USA crown with LB Rod Davis, tough D. 


East Carolina 


New coach John Thompson has some rebuilding to do, 


Herd still finds a way, even in the post-Leftwich era. 


QB issues make getting to fifth straight bowl a chore, 


}, Temple 


Tough to recruit when Big East membership expires after ‘04. 


Miami (Ohio) 


No Price, no Gesser. Cougs’ down cycle has begun. 


)_ Troy State 


Shootouts galore with QB Ben Roethlisberger and suspect “D" 
‘Too-tough schedule puts major improvement out of reach. 


45. New Mexico 
46. Wake Forest 


41. 


RB Donirell Moore and defense have Lobos rising. 


Nevada 


Texas Tech 
._Air Force 


Deacs have serious momentum after routing Oregon in bowl, 


.. Western Michigan 


‘Most experienced team in WAC, but big wins are too few. 


Trying to re-flex muscles after two consecutive losing seasons. 


Replacing marquee players on both sides of the ball. 
Looking for another fast start, but without the collapse, 


Baylor 
Wyoming 


Check back in 2004 when Guy Morriss has system in place, 


Joe Glenn inherits 17 starters and a two-win season. 


), Tulane 

), Hawaii 

|. Clemson 
Central Florida 

. South Carolina 
BYU 


Explosive offense, led by a pro-type OB J.P. Losman. 


Akron 


Lee Owens should be able to move further away from hot seat. 


Can OB Timmy Chang stay healthy enough to lead WAC title run? 


96. SMU 


Aren't too far removed from WAC's upper echelon, 


‘Tommy Bowden needs something good to happen. 


97. Louisiana Tech 


At least QB Luke McCown keeps things interesting, 


Hot-throwing Ryan Schneider has Knights on verge of MAC title, 


98. UAB 


Firepower could get Blazers into post-season action. 


Have Gamecocks peaked? Talented, but very young, 


99. Memphis 


RB DeAngelo Williams offers reason for excitement, 


Balancing offense, trying to show ‘02 was 1-year dip. 


Georgia Tech 


Time for Chan Gailey to work his magic with QB Damarius Bilbo, 


100. San Jose State 


Third year not a charm for gritty head coach Fitz Hill, 


101, Central Michigan 


Progress tras been slow but steady for Chippewas. 


Fresno State 
. Stanford 


Dreaded Honolulu trip keeps Bulldogs from league championship. 


102, Arkansas State 


Improvement stilted by inability to score points, 


Athletic and now-experienced defense gives Cards a chance. 


103, Louisiana-Lafayette 


Rickey Bustle has Cajuns on right path, but trip may take awhile. 


Ilinois 


Squeezing into a bowl isn’t out of the question, 


104, Rice 


With only three starters back, defense young, untested. 


._lowa State 
Syracuse 


Bad second half to 2002 figures to bleed into 2003. 


105, Ball State 


Could be better if adjustments to coach Brady Hoke go well, 


Should improve from 4-8, but that’s not saying much, 


106, Houston 


Cougars live in perpetual rebuilding mode, 


North Texas 


Third straight SBC title with defense, confidence, continuity. 


._ Cincinnati 

}._ Kentucky 

|. Louisville 

._ San Diego State 

California 

. Michigan State 
Mississippi State 


Bearcats look for fourth straight bow! trip. 


107. Utah State 


New Sun Belt member wouldn't mind breaking even. 


108. Navy 


Defense needs to play better, but option offense often purrs. 


Will score under Rich Brooks, but shaky “D" makes bow! unlikely. 


109. Kent 


Dean Pees running out of time after 12-44 five-year record. 


Vast personnel changes mean six-bowl streak in jeopardy. 


110. UTEP 


Jordan Palmer, Carson's brother, might get shot at QB, 


Crafty Aztecs could jump into MWC contention. 


111.Idaho 


Not enough defense, not enough running game, not enough wins, 


Year 2 will be tougher for Jeff Tedford than Year 1, 


112. Ohio 


Young offense not likely to reach maturity until 2004 season. 


New coach John L. Smith brings renewed enthusiasm. 


113,Louisiana-Monroe 


Post-spring coaching change ended modest momentum. 


Has Jackie Sherrill lost his touch? This season will tell a lot. 


114,Army 


Just 7-27 in C-USA games since joining league, 


| North Carolina 


Brutal early schedule will make it difficult to gauge improvement. 


70. Arizona Could be good in 2004, but Mackovic needs good 2003. 


“1 


South Florida 


Won't be long before C-USA newcomer is C-USA power. 


115. Tulsa 


It's hard to shake that losing feeling; Tulsa won once in 2002. 


116, Eastern Michigan 


Last year's defense among worst in NCAA history. 


117. Buffalo 


It’s not like this is something new for Bulls, 
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Maurice Clarett 


JOE ROBBINS 


LEGAL BARRIER TO 


TO THE DRAFT COULD 
CRUMBLE SOON 


BY DENNIS DODD 


Remember fondly the power and finesse of Ohio State’s Mau- 
tice Clarett. 

Marvel at the smooth-as-Merlot moves of USC's Mike 
Williams. < 

Soon we might be saying goodbye to these and other players 
after their sophomore seasons. 

The question is becoming how long will the NFL have to wait 
for young players? If either Clarett or Williams — or any other 
supremely talented sophomore — musters the gumption and 
hires a lawyer to challenge the NFL Draft by-laws, the wait won't 
be long. 

Clarett hinted at challenging them last season after his fresh- 
man season. He backed off, but the confluence of an ever- 
improving human body and our litigious society makes it almost 
inevitable that we're closing in on the first one-and-done college 
football player. 

“A guy like Mike Williams at USC, are you telling me that guy 
couldn't play in the NFL? Reggie Williams at Washington?” Ari- 
Zona State coach Dirk Koetter said, citing two Pac-10 stars. 
“There's got to be somebody to challenge it. Somebody.” 

Somebody soon will, experts say, if for no other reason than 
the mind and body of today’s 19-year-old elite athlete can take 
the mental and physical pounding of professional football. When 
the right circumstances converge, the NFL’s legal foundation will 
crumble quicker than the Cincinnati Bengals in the fourth quarter. 

“At some point someone is going to challenge (the NFL) and 
win,” said Gary Roberts, the Tulane Law School deputy dean and 
noted sports law expert. “It just depends on the circumstances.” 

The current system is in place essentially because by all 
accounts, personal maturity, life skills and education (beyond the 
Classroom) are far better gained in a college environment than on 
an NFL roster. 
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But who's to say it’s appropriate and legally correct for a bas- 
ketball player, or a software engineer, or an artist, or a writer, or 
just about anybody else in society, to at least try to eam a living 
as soon as they are good enough... but a football player must 
wait for this artificially constructed timeline to run its course? 

Buried in the NFL constitution and by-laws is a paragraph 
titled, “Special Eligibility,” which allows college juniors (or their 
equivalent) to be selected in the draft. Since 1990, the rule has 
symbolized the friendliest of handshakes between the NCAA and 
professional football. 

+ The NFL doesn’t want to draft underclassmen. 

+The NCAA doesn’t want its rosters and classrooms raided, 
much like they have been in basketball. 

The result is that this 108-word paragraph in the NFL's com- 
mandments has been preserving the order in both sports. 

It reads, in part: “Applications (for the draft) will be accepted 
only for college players for whom at least three full college sea- 
sons have elapsed since their high-school graduation.” 

This year, 45 juniors forfeited their final season of college eli- 
gibility (or two for redshirt sophomores) in hopes of striking it rich 
as a professional. That it is entirely likely that they won't become 


he talent for the NFL. But it is 


Nilliams h 


still unknown who will tackle the legal system first. 


KEVIN REECE 


immediately wealthy is hardly the issue. (More on that later). 

The point is they believed someone would draft them, and 
it’s their personal decision whether they take that leap. 

There were probably a half-dozen freshmen and sophomores 
in 2002 that the NFL likely would have scooped up had they 
been eligible. The list includes Clarett, the two Williams receivers 
and Michigan comerback Marlin Jackson ... all of whom go into 
2003 as preseason All-Americans. 

How long, then, are you able to keep them down on the 
farm? The farm being college football, which, in essence, is a 
minor league for the NFL. 

“Ifhe’s a (freshman or sophomore) Heisman Trophy winner it 
would be implausible that he wouldn't be in the first seven 
rounds of the draft,” Roberts said. “It’s a funny issue because 
frankly | don’t think the NFL cares that much. 

“The reason they keep the rule is to avoid all the college 
coaches coming down on them. They're, in fact, protecting their 
farm system. There's hardly any kids before their junior years they 
Teally want. 

“On the other hand,” Roberts went on, “one might come 
along and they've got nothing against taking them other than the 
fact that their farm system (the college programs and coaches) 
doesn’t want it.” 

So what would set off a legal challenge to “Special Eligibil- 
ity?” A rare set of circumstances, Roberts and other experts said. 
But those circumstances already are aligning. 

“First, you'd file a lawsuit and seek a preliminary injunction,” 
he said. 

Finding a judge who would issue that injunction, though, 
could start a chain of legal events that could tie up the issue for 
years. The NFL might doggedly defend its constitution in court. 
But if a freshman or sophomore wins an injunction and is 
declared eligible for the draft, the lawsuit might be dropped. That 
could be the end of the story for that player — and perhaps the 
issue. 

“Which would in effect make the preliminary injunction the 
precedent that a later court might or might not follow,” Roberts 
said. “Altematively, the courts might say, ‘Look, this guy is now 
playing in the NFL and because it could arise again, we're not 
going to dismiss (the lawsuit).’ You don’t know.” 

There were at least 15 underclassmen who dominated at 
their positions in 2002. 

+ Clarett rushed for almost 1,200 yards less than a year after 
leaving high school a semester early. 

+ Scouts already are salivating over Miami safety Sean Taylor, 
who has the build of a linebacker, speed of a receiver and hitting 
ability of a Butkus. He’s now a junior. 

* Miami tight end Kellen Winslow Jr., a sophomore at the 
time, arguably was the best player on the field in the Fiesta Bowl, 
catching 11 passes for 122 yards. 

+ Georgia defensive end David Pollack was one of the back- 
bones of the Bulldogs’ SEC championship defense as a sopho- 
more. 

Were they ready for the NFL? Sure, but for whatever reason, 
their college upside outweighed their legal leanings. Claret, for 
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HOW DOES THE NFL ComPARE TO OTHER SPORTS? 


The NFL is unique in that it has the most restrictive draft rules of 
all pro sports, All six other major sports surveyed allow athletes to 
be drafted, sign a contract and/or compete by age 18 ... except 
football 


PRO BOWLERS ASSOCIATION 
Bowling is interesting in that it is performance-based. To turn pro, 
a bowler must have a 200 average in 66 sanctioned games over a 
two-year period. College status is not a factor. 
Bowlers can turn pro at 18 without parental consent. 
* Bowlers between 14 and 18 must have a letter of permission 
from their parents. 


MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL. 

Baseball has a somewhat complicated arrangement that saves 

players the annual pressures of “whether they'll go pro or not,” 

which also reduces the players’ flexibility, It's a system that pro- 

tects the teams at universities and junior colleges from being in 

danger of losing any player to the pro ranks in any given year. 

© Free agents (outside the U.S.) must be 16 in order to sign a pro- 
fessional contract. 

* High school players are eligible for the draft after their senior 
year. 

© Players enrolling in a four-year college or university must wait 
until the first draft after their 21st birthday — in most cases that 
is after their junior year. 

* Junior college players are eligible for the draft after their fresh- 
man year. 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

© U.S. players are not eligible for the draft until their high school 
class has graduated 

* Foreign players must be 18 to be draft eligible. 


cone, went from saying he was “looking into” challenging the NFL 
in an interview with a national magazine, to getting in lockstep 
with the NFL view. 

“| don't really think it's physically possible to go to the next 
level after your freshman year,” Clarett said. “There's so much to 
leam, 

More than can be learned through a sophomore season? 

But, as with the NBA, sometimes the learning curve is not the 
point. If a player is draft eligible and some team is willing to draft 
him, it doesn’t matter. A marriage is made. 

“As far as freshmen and sophomores go with the NFL, it 
depends on the position,” said Texas receiver Roy Williams, who 
is returning for his senior season. “I don’t think you can take a 
quarterback after his freshman year and put him in the NFL. As far 
as receivers, all you have to clo is leam the offense, learn the 
defense, you'll be fine. | would say DBs and receivers can do it 
easier than any other position.” 

Both NFL and college football types con't want to consider 
the possibility. 

The physical and maturity arguments brought up so often are 
similar to the ones heard around the NBA 30 years ago. But in 
the mid-1970s when Bill Willoughby, Darryl Dawkins and Moses 


NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
Draftable players must be 18 in that draft year to be eligible. For 
example, to be drafted this year, a North American player must 
turn 18 by Sept. 15. College and major juniors not drafted by the 
time they turn 18 must wait until age 20 to go back into the draft. 


TENNIS 

* ATP (Men) — Under 14 years of age, players are not eligible to 
play in ATP events. At age 14, players are eligible for a limited 
number of tournaments, To play the full ATP Tour, players must 
be 16. 

© WTA (Women) — The women’s tour has the most complicated, 
yet most comprehensive, age requirements. Players can partici- 
pate on a limited basis for exhibitions and ITF events at age 14. 
At age 15, girls can compete in a maximum of eight WTA Tour 
events. At 16 it becomes 10 and at 17 itrises to 13. A woman 
can play'a full schedule once she turns 18. For younger players, 
the WTA has widespread health plans, limits media access and 
has mentoring programs. Those younger than 18, for example, 
must meet ongoing minimum educational requirements in 
school. 


GOLF 
Both the PGA and LPGA have a minimum age requirement of 18 
to join their tours full time. However, younger players can play in 
selected events because of a sponsor's exemption or an invitation 
to an open tournament. 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
* Players are not eligible for the draft until three years after their 
high school class has graduated. 


— Dennis Dodd 


Malone became the first high schoolers in the modern era to 
jump straight to the pros, the bam door opened. 

While there are fewer than a dozen high schoolers that have 
reached true NBA stardom since then, the practice of taking 
underclassmen (or being powerless to stop from taking them) has 
led to an evolutionary revolution. 

At the least, the learning curve has been flattened since the 
day of Willoughby, Dawkins and Malone. Two of the best point 
guards in NBA history — Magic Johnson and Isiah Thomas — 
played only two college seasons. 

Nine of the 15 players on the 2001-02 all-NBA team played 
two years or less of college basketball. That's 60 percent of the 
league's best players having less than three years of college bas- 
ketball experience. In 2001, three of the top four NBA picks were 
straight out of high school. 

Could professional football be heacled for a similar revolution 
10, 20, 30 years down the line? 

“Pro football is a different setup than pro basketball,” Walsh 
said, “However, | think that the guys who come out of high 
school that have the physical bodies can succeed right away.” 

Certainly, no one is suggesting high schoolers are ready for 
the NFL. But the netherworld between high school graduation 
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TORTEN GREAT WHISKY VALUE= 


-Malt Advocate magazine. 


“VERY RICH AND WELL-BALANCED BOURBON 
WITH ALL THE CLASSIC FLAVORS.” 
-Malt Advocate magazine. 


Even critics agree, when it comes to 
great whisky there's nothing better than 
the rich, smooth taste of Old Forester. 
A classic whisky that’s been satisfying 
bourbon lovers since we first started 
bottling it back in 1870. 


AMERICAS FIRST BOTTLED BOURBON” 
(OLDFORESTERCOM 


Please enjoy Old Forester responsibly. 


* Old Forester 100 proof, Old Forester Straight Bourbon Whisky, 43-50% Alc. by Volume, Brown-Forman Distillers Company, Louisville, KY €2003 OLD FORESTER is a registered trademark, 


Seven years before juniors were allowed to be drafted, 


Herschel Walker rushed for 1,812 yards in his first pro season. 


and the beginning of the junior year in college certainly is ripe for 
plucking if someone wanted to take on the legal challenge. The 
physical challenge already has been met. 

An underclassman draft was barely a topic of discussion 
before Herschel Walker. Georgia's superstar running back gave 
up his senior year at Georgia in 1983 to tum pro in the United 
States Football League. Seven years before juniors were allowed 
to be drafted in the NFL, Walker rushed for 1,812 yards in his first 
pro season. 

Walker was a physical freak, but his exploits at least allowed 
others to consider that such young players could succeed as pro- 
fessionals. In 1980, Walker ran for a then-NCAA freshman record 
of 1,616 yards, leading Georgia to the national championship. 

“Football is an unusual sport in that there are not a lot of kids 
who are physically reacly (for the NFL),” Roberts said. “Most of 
them know that. But every once in a while you get a Herschel 
Walker or a Maurice Clarett who either is or think they are. At 
some point in time, somebody might come along and challenge 
it.” 

The USFL folded and ever since pro coaches haven’t wanted 
to be put into the position of evaluating and drafting younger 
players. The subject is so taboo on both sides that it scares the 
principals. When asked about an underclass draft, NFL director of 
football operations Gene Washington literally backtracked in a 
hallway at the American Football Coaches Association in January. 

“| have no comment on that,” he said. 

On the college side, the NFL being able to take younger play- 
ers would wreak havoc with building rosters and the NCAA's 
graduation rates. College basketball's grad rates are lowest 
among the major sports, in part because of underclassmen leav- 
ing for the pros. 

“Otherwise, you're into something that they (NFL) don’t 
seem to want to do — draft them and give them three or four 
years to clevelop,” Walsh said. “They sign their guys to play this 
year. We may be signing guys to play two years from now.” 

Even in its simplest form, Roberts said, a challenge could 
have as many outcomes as Joan Rivers has had facelifts. 

“Once the player goes to the NFL, the player might drop the 
lawsuit,” Roberts said, “It doesn’t matter to him anymore. Then it 
would be up to somebody else to fund it. There's all kinds of sce- 
narios.” 

Dennis Cross was the lead attorney against the NCAA on the 
restricted-eamings case that won more than $50 million for a 
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group of assistant coaches whose salaries were capped at 
$16,000 by the association. 

“IF you were to look at the NFL like the NCAA ... as a combi- 
nation of employers who get together and agree not to hire a 
certain category of employees, then you've got an anti-trust case. 
But there are a lot of ‘ifs’ there.” 

The NFL Players Association called the existing underclass 
draft structure “a risky proposition,” on its own website. Since the 
NFL rule went into effect in 1990 only two-thirds of the juniors 
have even been drafted. Counting undrafted free agents who 
signed contracts, 25 percent of the early draftees were never 
offered an NFL contract. 

The NFLPA calculated the odds at 70 percent against any 
early entrant into the draft being taken in the first round. That is 
significant because the first round is where the “big money” is. 
The average first-rounder in 2000 eared $1.5 million per year. 
That figure drops to $650,000 for the second round, down to the 
league minimum of $200,000 for undrafted free agents. 

The NFLPA cites the 1990 draft, the first year juniors were 
allowed to come out. It focused on three of the five running backs 
taken in the first round — one senior (Blair Thomas) and two 
juniors (Rodney Hampton and Emmitt Smith). Both juniors played 
at least eight seasons. Thomas lasted only six seasons but made 
more than $1 million more per season than each of the two 
juniors on their original contracts. 

“| don’t think anybody realizes how hard it is to play in the 
NFL,” said draft consultant Gil Brandt, the former vice president of 
player personnel for the Dallas Cowboys. “To me when some- 
body like Claret says that he can come in and play, | just don’t 
see that. It’s not only physical, it's mental. Players have no idea 
how complicated the systems are.” 

Tennessee coach Phil Fulmer helped develop NCAA legisla- 
tion that extended the declaration deadline for juniors until the 
second week of January. After that, they have a safety net of 72 
hours to change their minds. That's much more appealing than 
the previous system. After the 2001 season, Fulmer was burned 
when receiver Donte’ Stallworth declared for the draft by the 
early January deadline, then changed his mind. An appeal to the 
NCAA was denied and Stallworth lost his college eligibility. 

Fulmer, who has lost several juniors to the NFL, is philosophi- 
cal about losing freshmen or sophomores. 

“IF someone challenged it, quite likely it would take two or 
three years to get out of court,” Fulmer said. “By then, they're 
past their prime anyway. Our sport is constantly changing. We 
would adjust as we've had to adjust in the past.” 

USC coach Pete Carroll is adamant against his young players 
leaving early. As a former NFL coach, he has drafted juniors. As a 
college coach, he would blanch at losing his budding superstar, 
Mike Williams. As a freshman Williams caught 81 passes for 
1,265 last year, helping lead the Trojans to the Orange Bowl. 

“The pressure of it, the level of focus and seriousness are 
beyond their years,” Carroll said. “They're not ready for it yet. In 
general, it's not their time.” 

Unless someone, somewhere, some time finds a willing 
lawyer and a friendly judge. ll 
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| have made my living betting and handicapping football for more than 


87 years, And because practice makes perfect, | get better every season. 

In the last three campaigns - 2000, 2001 and 2002 - | have fulfilled 
my fondest dreams. Each of those years | have made a small fortune. 
| myself have personally won over $300,000. Some of my more 
adventurous clients have made even more, 


IT CAN BE DONE. YOU ABSOLUTELY 
WIN AT FOOTBALL 
And you'll beat the stock market, S&P's, the Lipper Report or anybody! 
I'm not talking 16% profit over five years. I'm talking anywhere from 
16% to 37% profit every week! 


MY PLAYERS HAVE DONE IT! 


Starting Saturday August 2nd with the American Bowl between 
the Jets and the Bucs, | am going to give you... 


® THE ENTIRE SEASON........665 
omy 

* MY NFL PRE-SEASON GAME OF THE YEAR....... 
® ALL MY IN AUGUST... 


© ASEASON’S SUBSCRIPTION TO MY 


THAT’S $ IN SERVICES AT NOT 


ONE PENNY IN COST TO You! 
And look at how these games WIN! Check out last year; 
The Pre-Season Opening Blowout 
Aug 3 Redskins (-2'/2) 38, 49’ers 7 
NFL Pre-Season Upset Game of the Year 
Aug 10 Browns (+3) 27, Vikings 15 
NFL Pre-Season Wise Guy Game of the Year 


Aug 15 


Jets (-1'/2) 34, Ravens 16 


College Football Opener , 


Aug 22 Golo St (Pick) 35, Virginia 29 J 
NFL Blowout of the Week 7 
Aug 22 


College Blowout Of The Month 


Aug 29 


Chargers (+41/2) 31, Rams 10 fi 


BYU (-21/2) 42, Syracuse 21 4 


College Upset Game of the Year os 


Aug 3 


Inside Information Play Of The Month 


Aug 31 


Miami-OH (+7) 27, UNC 21 


Oregon (-13) 36, Miss St 13 A 


My big bettors made a fortune, but even $100-a-unit players who fol- 
lowed my advice cleared over $3,000 and proceeded to play the entire 
season with House Money! Here's your chance to do the same! 


Kelso Sturgeon, #206, 3315 E. Russell Road, Las Vegas, NV, 89120-3477 


to strings 
lon’t have to 
You don’t 


It's heen a cliché for most of the past millennium, 


but when somebody said, “throw the record book out the win- 
dow,” last year the NCAA stat geeks suddenly took it as an 
order. 

College football's number crunchers usually are buried in 
spreadsheets, minding the nation’s numbers while minding their 
own business. But what they did last year was the equivalent of 
ordering a mob hit on the sport's tradition. 

You might not even have heard about it, but NCAA football 
tecord keeping changed significantly and probably forever in 
2002. NCAA statisticians, almost arbitrarily, decided to start 
counting postseason numbers among their football statistics. 

Decades of football record keeping changed in a finger snap. 
Pocket protectors won out over pass protection. 

Since 1869, or just about the time Princeton played Rutgers, 
bowl games — and in lower divisions, playoff games — have 
never counted. They were a unique part of the season, games 
played weeks after the regular season had ended. But now they 
count. 

What's more, in changing its record keeping, the NCAA 
decided it was going to start the new policy cold turkey. 

No retroactive updating of numbers. No researching old 
bowls and games to make sure that the records are, you know ... 
Teal. 

It was bad enough a 12th game was added to the schedule 
last season and this season. And it’s worse that overtime stats 
can help to skew stats. And then there are those pesky league 
championship games. 

Clearly, adding the bow! games to season and career records 
— which can be the 13th, 14th, and in some cases, even 15th 
game in a team’s season — upsets the comparative balance. 
Players in 2003 will have 20-30 percent more statistical opportu- 
nities (that is, two to four more games) than their football prede- 
cessors. 

That, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, is overkill. 

We can see the ads for the new book now: 

“Modernized to emphasize longer season!” 

“New format reduces old, moldy records!” 

“Current stars favored over outdated ancient legends!” 


BY DENNIS DODD 
ILLUSTRATION BY FRANK CUMMINGS 


“The book that'll help you to tell Grandpa to shut up about 
the old days!” 

You get the idea. 

The suggestion that bowl games be included is not new. 
After all, it's a reasonable premise: They played the games, why 
not count the stats and records? 

But the decision and how it was handed down rocked the 
world of sports information directors, the folks whose job it is to 
keep track of their school’s stats and records. 

“I don’t have a problem with including postseason games,” 
said Max Corbet of Boise State and a past president of the Col- 
lege Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA). “I just 
think you need to go back and make an honest effort and dig up 
all the past history of that. Starting it now ... you'll always have 
asterisks.” 

Jim Wright, the veteran NCAA statistician mainly responsible 
for the move, says the decision makes perfect sense. Football is 
the only NCAA sport in which postseason stats don’t count. As 
for updating those numbers in the process to give them some 
semblance of legitimacy ... 

“Even if we had the wherewithal to figure out all these 
records, it wouldn't be fair to essentially go back and re-create 
history,” Wright said. 

“Whoever led the nation in rushing, even last year, that’s 
who should be the guy. We shouldn’t be going back and making 
changes to national rankings or records.” 

Ah, but that is where a Paterno’s Box of possibilities has 
Opened up. 

* Congratulations to Texas Tech’s Kliff Kingsbury, who went 
over 5,000 passing yards in 2002 because his 375 yards in the 
Tangerine Bowl counted. But his three previous bow! totals of 
616 yards do not. 

* USC's Charles White will remain 197 yards shy of 2,000 in 
1979 although had his Rose Bow! numbers from that year (247 
yards) counted, he would be the 10th player in history to surpass 
two grand in a season. It's confusing enough that USC always has 
counted bowl numbers and gives White credit for 2,050 yards 
that season. 

* Texas’ single-game passing mark remains 408 yards by 
Major Applewhite, although in the 2001 Holiday Bowl, he threw 
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for 473 
yards. That number 
remains in some kind of stat 
purgatory because the NCAA will not 
retroactively count it. 

* Speaking of the Holiday Bowl, how about giving Barry 
Sanders credit for the 222 rushing yards he had against Wyoming 
in the 1988 game in San Diego ... which would extend his cur- 
rent NCAA single-season record to 2,850 yards. As it is, when 
someone breaks the mark with 13, 14 or even 15 games, they'll 
become No. 1 when they pass his mark at 2,628. 

Thing is, the numbers would be a snap to update. There are 
hundreds of stucent-assistants in sports information offices at 
schools all over the country who would love to research the post- 
season histories for their schools. Besides, most of them already 
have the numbers handy. 

Most of the NCAA's individual records have been set in the 
past 25 years. And it would be easy enough to update individual 
season records (by adding bowl games), since there were only 
eight bowl games a year until 1968, 

Wright has heard the whining from SIDs and media who 
wondered why the significant and confusing change after all 
these years. His answer starts with the fact that football had been 
the only NCAA sport that doesn’t count postseason stats. 

“We have heard from a lot of people asking, why is football 
different than everything else,” Wright said. “We didn’t have a 
good answer, Frankly, the non-veterans of the staff always 
thought it was kind of crazy anyway.” 

That's where the controversy started. Wright submitted a sur- 
vey to the SIDs of all four NCAA divisions last year and got back 
support for the move. But the mandate in Division I-A was only 
42-37. 


The division quickly fractioned. For years, the Big 
Ten has counted bow! numbers. It was fine with 
J them. But even now Wisconsin counts Dayne’s 
career rushing total as 7,125 yards (including 
bowl games). The official NCAA record, though, 
is Dayne with 6,397 yards — sans bowl games. 
- Colorado's Dave Plati — a vocal opponent to the 
change — has since refused to count postseason 
stats in his media guide. For Plati, statistics are a 
sacred trust, His ability to mine factoids out of numbers is 
legendary among sportswriters. 

He has, in fact, created new statistics in his football 
releases, which are simply the most informative in the 
country, 

Let's just say it would be up to him to tell people that 
the numbers of Colorado great running back Byron 
“Whizzer” White — yes, the late Supreme Court Jus- 
tice — don’t stack up as well now as they did 

before he died last year. 

“We're the ones that have to talk to our athletes 

of our past and say, something like ... ‘Your 
numbers clon't match up because they didn’t 
count postseason until 2002,'” Plati said. “I have 
to tell our current leaders, ‘You're no longer our 
all-time leading whatever, although you would be if 
we counted all your bow! numbers." 

“We've got to protect the past, Enough records 
already disappear simply because those guys played 
with 10 games or I | games and now 12 is becoming the thing.” 

The lower divisions favored the move because of the massive 
amount of numbers that never have been counted. Since 1990, 
for example, I-AA power Montana has played 25 playoff games. 
That's two extra seasons. 

“Some of those years you play two or three extra games,” 
Corbet said. 

“I don’t have a problem including postseason games; | just 
think you need to go back and make an honest effort and dig up 
all past history of that. 

“Starting it now, to me, you'll always have asterisks. They're 
always going to be a little skewed.” 

Why should we care? Because of guys like Jim Van Valken- 
berg — the late, great NCAA director of statistics who knew 
more about numbers than Copernicus. 

When Wright started at the NCAA years ago, he was always 
hit with the mantra of Van Valkenberg and other veterans that 
“football is different” when it came to stats. 

Plati agrees. In every other sport there is usually a seamless 
transition into the postseason, Basketball has always counted the 
NCAA Tournament, which means the two teams in the champi- 
onship game play six extra games. 

Not so in I-A football. 

“Teams change what they do for a bowl game,” Plati said. 
“We've changed our offense four times in my career here. Stats 
aren't always reflective of what happens during the season, In 
some cases, you have seven weeks between the last game and 
the bowl game.” 

Still, the primary argument isn’t so much that bowls 
shouldn't count ... but that if they do, then the records should be 
updated with bowl stats from the past. 

If Van Valkenberg were alive, Wright admits, “He would 
probably throw a pencil at me.” i 
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Clarett is one 
of a kind in 


more ways 
than one 


umbers are the only avenue by 

which to dispute that there's 

ever been an Ohio State tailback 
like Maurice Clarett. 

Wait, forget Ohio State. 

There's never been a tailback like 
Maurice Clarett, period. 

Yes, yes, we know about Griffin 
and Harmon and Grange and their 
contemporaries throughout college 
football history, but we're not talking 
yards gained or touchdowns scored in 
putting Clarett in a class of one. 

Purely in terms of smack-talk and 
chip-on-the-shoulder ‘tude, there's 
never been another who comes close 
to Ohio State’s sophomore who grew 
up (or not) before our very eyes last 
season and is Lindy’s pick for 2003 
national offensive Player of the Year. 

How many guys do you know 
who, in the course of rushing for 1,237 
rushing yards and 16 touchdowns as 
a true freshman, make more headlines 
woofin’ than runnin’? 

Clarett did last season, and might 
again this year, considering he flatly 
states: “I don’t regret anything I've 
ever said.” 

Really? 

Not anything? 

How about, “I have no affection for 
Ohio State.” 

Clarett dropped that bomb on 
Buckeye Nation at the Fiesta Bowl, 
where he got into a snit with OSU 
administration over its failure to pay his 
way home for the funeral of a friend 
who was murdered. 

“The Diva,” as Clarett has been 
dubbed by reporters, started by saying 
he had been “jerked around” by 
athletic director Andy Geiger’s crew, 
and that “football is more important 
than a person's life to them.” 

When Geiger tried to diffuse the 
controversy and gingerly suggest the 
fault was Clarett’s for failing to com- 
plete the proper paperwork, No. 13 
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Maurice Clarett 


leveled the Buckeye brass with this 
gem: “The papers are on file. | won't 
sit here and let them lie about that. ... 
Of course, they're going to try to make 
themselves look better than me. They 
make me look like I'm stupid.” 

His Fiesta flare-up was the latest in 
a season-long soap opera that included: 

+ Accusing some OSU veterans of 
resenting his January enrollment to 
participate in spring practice: “You 
know how it is,” Clarett said. “Certain 
people don’t like certain people.” 

* Ripping the work ethic of the 
Buckeyes just prior to their season- 
opener against Texas Tech: “That's not 
how championship teams practice,” 
Clarett said. “It would be a sad story if 
everybody gets embarrassed.” 

+ Fumbling three times at North- 


western and then shouting at running, 
backs coach Tim Spencer when 
Spencer admonished him. 

+ Gracing the cover of ESPN The 
Magazine with a sneering photograph 
and one inside that pictured him 
disdainfully throwing his OSU jersey 
aside. In the article, Clarett spoke of 
leaving school after his freshman year 
to enter the NFL Draft. 

Yet, you should know, Clarett 
showed those skeptical veterans how 
tough he was that spring by not 
missing one minute of drills, even 
though he underwent thumb surgery 
that doctors said could have sidelined 
him the entire time. 

And after delivering that message, 
Clarett further showed his work ethic 
was above reproach with a 175-yard, 
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three-touchdown debut against Texas 
Tech in the first start by an OSU fresh- 
man tailback since 1943. 

The tirade at Northwestern was 
only a prelude to Clarett’s fifth 100- 
yard game the following week, with 
the sixth coming on the heels of that 
ESPN The Magazine flap to carry the 
Buckeyesto a win at Wisconsin. 

So, while the kid may be brash and 
immature and prone to speaking with 
all the gentility of fingernails on a 
blackboard, he is also rawhide tough 
and bad enough to back up his brass. 

Do not forget, also, that Clarett 
threw down 230 yards and two scores 
on eventual Pac-10 champion Wash- 
ington State, even though he'd sus- 
tained a knee injury early in that game. 

And do not forget, either, that 
Clarett shook off a painful shoulder 
stinger that sidelined him from two. 
games and parts of two others to 
hammer Michigan with 119 rushing 
yards, one TD and the 26-yard catch- 
and-run that set up the winning score. 

Then, after all his Fiesta theatrics, 


Eli Manning 
Maurice Clarett 
Darren Sproles 
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Rashaun Woods 
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Nick Leckey 
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David Baas 
Shawn Andrews. 
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Nate Kaeding 
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Clarett scored two touchdowns, 
including the game-winner in double 
overtime of the Buckeyes’ 31-24 upset 
of defending national champion Miami. 

Looking back on that dizzying 
experience, Clarett admits there are 
things he might do differently now. 

“I know I need to learn how to. 
treat people a whole lot nicer,” Clarett 
said. “Last year, | was 18 years old. 

1 was kind of thrown into the fire. 

I wasn't used to everything. | wasn’t 
used to everybody being as crazy 
about football.” 

Clarett kissed and made up with 
OSU fans by staging his own personal 
autograph session at a local mall on 
the heels of OSU's victory in Tempe. 

Some 3,000 fanatics showed up, 
some of whom were no doubt behind 
the “hate e-mails” Clarett said he 
received throughout the season. 

Coach Jim Tressel expects those to 
abate this season, not because fans 
suddenly gain perspective, but 
because Clarett will come back 
a savvier sophomore, 


“In the times I've had a chance to 
sit down with Maurice, | think he’s 
been the first one to admit that a lot of 
things happened in a short time for 
such a young guy,” Tressel said. 
“I don’t think he would say, ‘That's 
a cop-out for the errors I've made.’ 

But | think he would say, ‘I know I have 
to get better at everything | do, on and 
off the field.’” 

A big part of that, of course, is 
staying healthy. 

He had six 100-yard games in the 
team’s first eight games, but only one 
in the final six as the shoulder injury 
flared and limited his effectiveness. 

He missed three games due to injury. 

The Buckeyes averaged 38 points 
per game before Clarett’s stinger, but 
only 20.6 after that. 

“He has that type of spark,” wide 
receiver Michael Jenkins said. “It's a 
rare commodity. He likes to compete 
and win. He has that special thing that 
only comes around once in a while.” 

Which is just about right. 

— Bruce Hooley 


Darren 


un Woods. 


SECOND TEAM 


School 
Mississippi 
Ohio State 
Kansas State 
Washington 
Oklahoma St 
Miami 
Kansas State 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Arkansas 
lowa 

lowa 


Name 
Philip Rivers 
Kevin Jones 


Roy Williams 


Ben Watson 
A.J. Ricker 
Chris Myers 


Rob Petitti 
Nat Dorsey 
Mike Nugent 


David Baas, Shawn Andrews 


Steven Jackson 6-2 224 


Mike Williams 


Stephen Peterman 6-4 325 


Ht. Wt. 
6-5 236 
6-0 212 


School 
N.C. State 
Virginia Tech 
Oregon State 
Texas 

usc 
Georgia 
Missouri 
Miami 

LSU 
Pittsburgh 
Georgia Tech 
Ohio State 


6-4 210 
6-5 210 
6-3 253 
6-4 295 
6-5 280 


6-6 330 
6-6 335 
5-10170 


Robert Gallery 


Nate Kaeding 
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Pollack Makes 


Believers As 
His Motor 
Runneth Over 


avid Pollack’s declared major is 
middle school education. 
Perfect. 

As one not quite ready to surren- 
der to age, Georgia’s affable defensive 
end will fit right in. 

“He plays the game and practices 
and almost lives his life like a child,” 
said Georgia defensive ends coach Jon 
Fabris. “He still has that youth and 
mischief that you can’t help but put 
your head down and chuckle.” 

“I'm just a big kid,” confessed 
Pollack. “I have fun. If you don’t enjoy 
what we're doing, all the work we put 
into it, it’s going to be a long year.” 

Actually, Pollack’s youthful enthusi- 
asm might be exactly why he enjoys 
a long career. It made for many long 
Saturdays for his opponents last 
season. Once an undersized defensive 
tackle, Pollack has become an over- 
powering pass rusher whose possibili- 
ties now seem unlimited. 

Pollack recorded a school-record 
14 sacks, intercepted a pass and 
recovered two fumbles as he was 
named SEC Player of the Year — 

a rarity for a defensive player. 

It's not hard to understand why. 
He was the most dominant player on 
the SEC’s most dominant team. 

Without Pollack, the Bulldogs likely 
wouldn't have beaten South Carolina 
or Alabama. They almost certainly 
wouldn't have won their first SEC 
championship in 20 years. 

“Whoever lined up against him was 
going to have a long day because he is 
relentless,” Georgia coach Mark Richt 
said. “That's the best way to describe 
him.” 

Still, the award surprised Pollack as 
much as the interception that he found 
in his belly in the end zone against 
South Carolina. 

“That's a pretty-boy honor,” he said 


All-America Team 


PHOTO BY ANDY LYONS 


with a laugh, “and I'm not very pretty.” 

Pollack’s first two weeks at defen- 
sive end in the spring of 2002 weren't 
very pretty. He had enjoyed a modest- 
ly productive season the previous fall 
as a true freshman defensive tackle. He 
played in all but two games and made 
four starts. He made the All-SEC 
Freshman team and The Sporting News 
fourth-team Freshman All-America 
team. 

Pollack wanted to try another 
position — but not on defense. He 
wanted to get a look at fullback, having 
played there some in high school. 


David Pollack 


liz 


As a tackle, Pollack was a bit 
undersized at 265 pounds. Most of the 
Georgia coaches, including Richt, 
thought he wasn’t quick enough to 
play end. But Fabris saw something 
they didn't. 

“He's a slightly above-average 
athlete,” Fabris said. “In fact, | wouldn't 
refer to David Pollack as an athlete. I'd 
refer to him as a football player. When 
David got moved to defensive end, he 
didn’t look like a prototype defensive 
end. But I knew he had a motor.” 

After a few sessions of getting 
hammered in practice by Jon Stinch- 
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comb, George Foster and Kareem 
Marshall, Pollack went to Fabris and 
wondered when this doomed experi- 
ment would end. Some of the other 
coaches, including Richt, shared 
Pollack's concern. 

“Those guys were just abusing 
me,” Pollack said. 

Fabris told him to keep working. 
The Bulldogs took two weeks off for 
spring break and when they returned 
Pollack hacl renewed resolve. When 
spring practice was over, Pollack had 
earned the team’s Hustle Award and 
the respect of coaches and teammates. 

“I got my beatings the first half of 
spring,” he said. “Then I did some 
beating the second half of spring. 

I started fighting a lot more. Me and 
Stinch had a few good rounds.” 

The practice skirmishes with future 
NFL offensive linemen Stinchcomb and 
Foster served to prepare Pollack for life 
in the SEC. 

“Game days — and this is not 
derogatory toward anybody — were 


not as hard as practice,” Pollack said. 

Pollack had a way of making it look 
easier than it was. He made a stunning 
play against South Carolina in the SEC 
opener. He beat a double-team of an 
offensive tackle and a running back and 
swarmed quarterback Corey Jenkins in 
the South Carolina end zone. He 
reached up to block the pass, and 
instead, when he brought his arms 
down, found the football in his hands 
for a touchdown. 

A first-team All-American, Pollack 
also finished as one of five finalists for 
the Bronko Nagurski Award as the 
outstanding defensive player in college 
football. 

His 14 sacks ranked seventh 
nationally. He also had 35 quarterback 
pressures and 23 tackles for loss, 
blocked a punt and a field-goal 
attempt. 

Pollack started drawing double- 
teams toward the end of last season, 
but it didn’t seem to matter. He had 10 
tackles against Auburn and a sack in 


the Sugar Bowl victory over Florida 
State. 

“He's a hard guy to double 
because he gets so low,” Richt said. 
“When he gets doubled, he turns his 
body in such a way that he’s very 
difficult to chip.” 

Pollack made a genius out of Fabris 
and a believer out of Richt. NFL scouts 
are starting to believe. 

“He's not the prototype body for 
that position,” said Richt. “But every- 
body who turns on the film and watch- 
es him doesn’t seem to care. I think 
they're going to like him — two years 
from now.” 

Unfortunately for offensive tackles 
in Georgia's path, Pollack remains 
driven to improve. If anything, he 
expects to have an even bigger year 
because he knows more about his 
position. 

“I should have had a lot more sacks 
last year,” he said. “I’m still in college. 
I'ma kid. I've got a long way to go.” 


— Guerry Clegg 


David Pollack Tommie Harris 


FIRST TEAM 


Name 
David Pollack 
Tommie Harris 
Vince Wilfork 
Brandon Kennedy 
Teddy Lehman 
Karlos Dansby 
Rod Davis 

Chris Gamble 
Marlin Jackson 
Derrick Strait 
Sean Taylor 

Matt Payne 


my 
Rod Davis Chris Gamble 


Vince Wilfork Brandon Kennedy 


Karlos Dansby 


Teddy Lehman 


SECOND TEAM 


School 
Georgia 
Oklahoma 


Pos Name 
DL Will Smith 


School 
Ohio State 


Miami 
North Texas 
Oklahoma 
Auburn 

So. Miss. 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Oklahoma 


DL Jason Babin 
DL Kenechi Udeze 
DL Darrion Scott 
LB Jonathan Vilma 
LB D.J. Williams 
LB Derrick Johnson 
DB Nathan Vasher 
DB Brandon Everage 
DB Bob Sanders 
DB Jim Leonhard 

P Dustin Colquitt 


Derrick Strait Sean Taylor 


W. Michigan 
USC 

Ohio State 
Miami 
Miami 
Texas 
Texas 
Oklahoma 
lowa 
Wisconsin 
Tennessee 


Matt Payne 
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Manning’s Final Fling is 
All About Winning 


t wasn't about statistics. 

Ole Miss’ Eli Manning closed his junior season as the 
total yardage leader in the Southeastern Conference. 

It wasn’t about padding his legend. 

After all, Archie's son and Peyton's little brother is already 
widely considered an elite college quarterback after shattering 
most of dad's records at Ole Miss and chasing many of big 
brother's marks at Tennessee. 

It certainly wasn't about the Heisman. 

If the Mannings never had to answer another question 
about their pursuit of college football's most prestigious award, 
they'd be happier than a walk-on lineman returning a fumble 
for a touchdown. 

So just why did Eli return for his senior season, instead of 
bolting for the NFL, which was waving millions before his eyes 
last spring? 

“Eli dreams of being a pro quarterback, but he’s never 
been fazed by a lot of those things,” said Archie Manning, who 
finished fourth in the Heisman balloting in 1969 and third in 
1970. “Not much affects him one way or another.” 

Except winning. 

And it's the one thing 22-year-old Eli has yet to do on 
a consistent basis with the Rebels, who enter this season with 
their best shot of contending for an SEC title since Archie suited 
up some 30 years ago. Eli will be trying to match the one SEC 
championship Peyton managed, in 1997, when he finished 
second in the Heisman race to Michigan's Charles Woodson. 

“['m just trying to win games and become a better quarter- 
back, but that’s all about making Ole Miss a better team and 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

1. Eli Manning Sr. Mississippi 

2. Philip Rivers Sr. N.C. State 

3. Matt Schaub Sr. Virginia 

4. Cody Pickett Sr. Washington 

5. David Greene Jr. Georgia 

6. Brad Smith So. Missouri 

7. Ben Roethlisberger So. Miami (Ohio) 
8. Craig Krenzel Sr. Ohio State 

9. Andrew Walter Jr. Arizona State 
410. John Navarre Sr. Michigan 

11. Casey Clausen Sr. Tennessee 
12. Ryan Schneider Sr. Gentral Florida 
13. Josh Fields Jr. Oklahoma State 
14. Ell Roberson Sr. Kansas State 
15. Rod Rutherford Sr. Pittsburgh 

16. Bryan Randall Jr. Virginia Tech 
17. Ryan Dinwiddie Sr. Boise State 
18. Bradlee Van Pelt Sr Colorado State 
19. Timmy Chang Jr. Hawaii 
20. J.P, Losman Sr. Tulane 
21. Jon Beujter Sr. Illinois 
22. Luke McCown Sr. Louisiana Tech 
23. Jared Lorenzen Sr. Kentucky 
24. Scott McBrien Sr. Maryland 
25. Zack Mills Jr. Penn State 


putting us in a better 

position to win games,” 
said Eli, who owns 24 a 
school records, but is Eli Manning 
just 14-10 as a starter. 
“IF becoming a better 
quarterback moves you up in the draft (next year), then so be it.” 

With the biggest decision of his college football career and 
another solid spring behind him, Manning has turned his focus 
toward improving the shortcomings in his game and assum- 
ing more of a leadership role as the Rebels retool for August 
camp. 

The 6-foot-5 senior’s top goal is to improve the win total of 
a team that has had three consecutive seven-win campaigns, 
including last year's 7-6 run that ended with an Independence 
Bowl upset of Nebraska. 

Manning spent the offseason improving his mobility, 
strength and accuracy following a season in which he posted 
career highs in sacks (17) and interceptions (15), while he was 
hampered by more injuries (knee, elbow) than ever before. 

Still, he passed for 3,401 yards and 21 touchdowns last 
season to boost his career totals to 6,519 yards and 52 scores. 

With Manning back in the pocket, fifth-year coach David 
Cutcliffe is spared toiling through what would have been 
a rebuilding year despite the return of 16 other players with 
significant starting experience. 

“Believe me when I say we're all looking forward to this 
season with great anticipation,” said Cutcliffe, who was Pey- 
ton's offensive coordinator at Tennessee. “Eli is an outstanding 
player and has been a great leader throughout the offseason. 
He’s improved every year and that will only continue this 
season. Even with how good he is, there’s no question he puts 
his teammates first.” 

It'll take some doing to help his teammates get into first 
place. In the 11 seasons since the league expanded, the Rebels 
are the only SEC West team not to catch the train to the SEC 
championship game. In fact, when division and league titles 
are counted up, nine of the league’s 11 other teams — only 
South Carolina (never) and Vandy (never, ever) — have had 
major reasons to celebrate since the Rebels’ most recent 
championship (1963). 

Manning now has at least 12 more games to lead the 
Rebels to their first title since four years before Archie played. 

Archie Manning said he did not influence his son’s decision 
to return, but told him any quarterback — especially one with 
an NFL future — would benefit from a senior season. 

Eli Manning went through the same thinking process, and 
ultimately reached the same decision to return, as Peyton did 
six years ago at Tennessee. 

“Lwant my kids to graduate,” Archie said, referring to Eli, 
who received his marketing degree in May. “Both Peyton and 
Eli have been good students. I've never pushed them. Besides, 
Eli just doesn’t jump at a lot of things.” 

Except the chance to quarterback Ole Miss to the SEC 
promised land. 
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— Michael Wallace 
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PLAYER 
RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


one thing he can’t. 

His mouth. 

“He's a real reserved kid and we want him to 
become more of a vocal leader,” said Michael Smith, the 
Wildcats’ running backs coach. 

The dazzling stutter steps and full-circle moves Sproles 
uses to lose defenders come much more naturally to the 
5-foot-9, 170-pound junior than any dialogue. 

“That's not me, not to yell and stuff like that,” Sproles said. 
“You can lead by doing the right things.” 

That much Sproles can do, even when his teammates have 
no clue what direction he's spinning. 

“I love the guy,” senior center Nick Leckey said. “He's 
quiet, doesn’t talk much and yet he could. He could be the 
cockiest guy he wanted to be and we'd all accept it, because 
he's definitely proved his worth.” 

For sure. Sproles set a K-State record with 1,465 yards last 
season and finished with nine consecutive 100-yard games, 
another record. Now his name is mentioned among Heisman 
Trophy hopefuls. 

Surprising? Not really, even though Sproles set records last 
year as a sophomore after carrying just 28 times as a freshman. 
He was, after all, one of the most heralded running backs to 
ever come out of Kansas, posting an 8.4-yard average while 


K™: State might be asking Darren Sproles to run the 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
1. Maurice Clarett So. Ohio State 
2. Darren Sproles Jr. Kansas State 
3. Kevin Jones Jr Virginia Tech 
4. Steven Jackson Jr. Oregon State 
5. T.A. McLendon So. N.C. State 
6. Michael Turner Sr. Northern Illinois 
7. Bruce Perry Sr. Maryland 
8. Fred Russell Sr. lowa 
9. Anthony Davis Jr. Wisconsin 
10. Cedric Benson Jr. Texas 
41. Derrick Knight Sr. Boston College 
12. Cedric Houston Jr. Tennessee 
13. Ronnie Brown Jr. Auburn 
14. Tatum Bell Sr. Oklahoma State 
15. Lonta Hobbs So. TCU 
16. Jason Wright Sr. Northwestern 
47. Walter Reyes Jn ‘Syracuse 
18. Ryan Grant Jr. Notre Dame 
19. Terry Caulley So. UConn 
20. Chris Perry Jr. Michigan 
21. Quincy Wilson Sr. West Virginia 
22. Mewelde Moore Sr. Tulane 
23. Rodney Davis Sr. Fresno State 
24. Tyler Ebell So. UCLA 
25. Shaud Williams Sr. Alabama 


Not rated due to injury or suspension: Frank Gore, Miami; Carnell 
Williams, Auburn; Greg Jones, Florida State; Clarence Farmer, 
Arizona; Tony Hollings, Georgia Tech; Julius Jones, Notre Dame; 
Marion Barber III, Minnesota; ShanDerrick Charles, SMU; Chance 


You Didn’t Hear it From Him, 
But is Sproles the Next Sanders? 


Kretschmer, Nevada; Marty Johnson, Utah 


Hi 
8 
8 
rushing for 5,230 yards i 
and 79 touchdowns at 3 
Olathe North High 
School. 
Although he 


mostly watched in 

2001 as Josh Scobey set the season rushing record Sproles 
would break, that Sproles’ redshirt was shredded as a true 
freshman was telling. The only other tailback not to redshirt 
under head coach Bill Snyder was J.J. Smith, a 1,000-yard 
rusher in 1994. 

“He shook somebody the very first time I'd seen him with 
the scout squad, and I said, ‘Whoa,’” recalled senior linebacker 
Josh Buhl. “He's a very elusive guy. Nothing says it better, 
really, than ‘he’s the next Barry Sanders.” 

Whoa. 

High praise, indeed, though increasingly common the 
more highlights and records Sproles posts. 

Sanders, remember, is also from Kansas, though back then 
the college programs in the state were so inept he wasn't 
recruited heavily and opted for Oklahoma State, where he won 
the Heisman Trophy in 1988. 

Sproles has heard the comparisons. He even stokes them 
a little by calling Sanders his idol, though Sproles says he did 
not pattern his style entirely by watching Sunday television. 

“When I play, I don’t know what I'm going to do,” Sproles 
said. “My body just moves.” 

It just happens to move in ways that remind folks of 
Sanders. 

“I understand the discussions,” Snyder admitted. “I've 
probably thrown the name around myself, just in terms of 
understanding why people would make that comparison.” 

While Snyder doesn’t want to be dragged into that discus- 
sion, it doesn’t upset him as much as suggestions last year that 
Sproles wasn’t durable enough. That came under scrutiny 
when, in his first game as a freshman against New Mexico 
State, Sproles suffered a shoulder injury. 

After he missed three games with that injury, he came 
back to start every game last season, logging 237 carries as 
the Wildcats bounced back from a mediocre season to finish 
11-2, including a win over Arizona State in the Holiday Bowl. 

“All the little things that he does when he makes people 
miss him, those are all fine,” said Snyder, “but | just like the 
way he puts his pads down and runs over those bigger guys. 
He's got great courage and toughness, and it’s proven. He's 
a strong guy.” 

Stronger than before. 

“Maybe he can’t get a whole lot better than he is, but he is 
a better player now than he was when he finished last season,” 
Snyder said. “Where's he better? It's a hard question to 
answer. But he just is seemingly better at everything he does.” 

Even his Speech assignments? 

“One of our games late last season, I remember we were 
in the huddle and someone started popping off I didn’t recog- 
nize,” recalled quarterback Ell Roberson. “I looked over and it 
was Sproles. | looked at him and said, ‘Who are you?’” 

With another year like last year, soon everyone will know. 


— Kevin Haskin 
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How Good Is Williams? 
Well ... Just Ask Him 


.n what figured to be the last spring for a decade or two in 
which he won't be preparing for an NFL season, Reggie 

Williams decided to run track. 

Williams hacin't run track his first year at the University of 
Washington, but gave it a go in the spring, teaming with three 
other Husky football players in the 4x100-meter relay. 

Before the track season began, Williams was asked who 
would be the anchor, 

“Me,” he replied, nearly incredulous someone would have 
to ask. 

That's Williams in a nutshell. 

A wide receiver with an amazing combination of size (6-4, 
220 pounds) and sprinter's speed, the only question Williams 
has left unanswered during his two-year UW football career is 
whether he might actually be better than he thinks. 

Williams had barely arrived on campus two years ago 
when he stood up during a team dinner early in training camp. 
and declared he was the best player in the room, “Or some- 
thing like that,” Williams says with a laugh. 

Williams, who grew up in Lakewood, Wash., about 45 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


Washington 
Oklahoma State 
Texas 

usc 
Pittsburgh 
Michigan 
Marshall 
Georgia 
N.C. State 
Ohio State 
Virginia Tech 


RK NAME 


. Reggie Williams 

. Rashaun Woods 

. Roy Williams 

. Mike Williams 

. Larry Fitzgerald 

. Braylon Edwards 

. Darius Watts 
Fred Gibson 

. Jerricho Cotchery 

. Michael Jenkins 

. Ernest Wilford 


. Michael Clayton § LSU 

Purdue 
Washington State 
USC 


. John Standeford 
. Devard Darling 
. Keary Colbert 
. Chris Collins 
. James Newson 
. Jonathan Orr 
. Kevin Youngblood Clemson 
). Jamaar Taylor Texas A&M 
Not rated due to injury: Lee Evans, Wisconsin; Bernard Berrian, 
Fresno State 


Ole Miss 
Oregon State 
Wisconsin 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS 


. Kellen Winslow 

. Benjamin Watson 

. Ben Hartsock 

. Ben Utecht 

. Mickey Peters 

. Heath Miller 

. Kris Wilson, 

. Joel Dreesen 

. Sean Ryan 2 Boston College 
10. Bobby Blizzard Sr. North Carolina 
Not rated due to injury: Brock Edwards, Texas; Ronnie Ghent, 
Louisville; Bo Scaife, Texas 


COLLEGE 


Miami 

Georgia 

Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Texas Tech 
Virginia 
Pittsburgh 
Colorado State 


minutes from the 
Washington campus, 
says now he wasn't 
being entirely serious. 

But upperclass- 
men, initially skeptical, 
spent a few days trying to put Williams in his place ... until 
they realized he might actually be as good as the hype. He 
remains the most highly touted player to sign with the Huskies 
during the Rick Neuheisel era. 

In his first college game, Williams caught four passes for 
134 yards — against Michigan, no less — and hasn't stopped. 
He set a Pac-10 freshman record with 55 catches in 2001 
(since broken by USC's Mike Williams), then predicted he 
might get 100 catches and 1,500 yards as a sophomore. 

He came close, shattering Washington's record book and 
leading the Pac-10 with 94 catches for 1,454 yards in 2002. 
That despite the fact Washington had the worst running game 
in its history last season, meaning Williams was often the 
team’s only consistent offense. 

Williams became even more productive late in the season 
once UW coaches — in an attempt to counteract constant 
double-teaming — began lining him up at slot and putting him 
in motion often. Williams responded with a phenomenal 35 
catches for 461 yards in wins over Oregon State, Oregon and 
Washington State, 

“He's talented in all the right ways,” said USC coach Pete 
Carroll, rattling off Williams’ height, speed and other natural 
attributes. “But more than anything physically, he’s an excel- 
lent competitor. He thinks every time he gets the ball that he’s 
going to score.” 

Still, Williams’ brashness might have caught up to him 
when the Huskies went down to El Paso and were dominated 
by Purdue in the Sun Bowl, 34-24. According to Purdue 
players, Williams, apparently egged on by teammates, flexed 
his muscles in their direction after being introduced during 
a pre-game luncheon. 

Feeling challenged, Purdue's secondary ganged up to hold 
Williams to six catches for 64 yards, none longer than 15. 
Though the film appeared to show Williams was open more 
than that, Washington offensive coordinator Keith Gilbertson 
said, “I think he learned some lessons in the Purdue game. It 
wasn’t his best outing and they were excited about playing 
against him. I think all those things are good for a young guy.” 

Williams offers no apologies. 

“I'm going to be me forever,” Williams said. “That's just 
part of who I am. If you don't like it, | don’t know what to tell 
you. 

Lest you get the wrong impression, Williams is regarded 
as “a good kid.” He says things like, “I still think it’s funny that 
kids would want my autograph” and that he “loves” the 
attention he gets from fans for being a Husky football player. 

“He competes and works hard and he’s playing as hard on 
the last snap of the game as he is on the first snap,” Gilbertson 
said. “That says a lot about him.” 

In that way, his play — and not his mouth — often does 
the best talking. 


Reggie Williams 


— Bob Condotta. 
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Plenty Big: Andrews Tries 
Not to Become Overgrown 
could be at destroying defenses starts and ends in one 


A place: His weight. 


A junior right tackle, Andrews earned consensus first-team 
All-America honors last season, and enters the 2003 season at 
Arkansas as potentially the No. 1 lineman in the nation on 
either side of the ball. 

“He was the most dominating offensive lineman we saw 
last season,” Georgia defensive coordinator Brian VanGorder 
said. 

Andrews did most of his dominating at 350 pounds or 
more, anchoring a line that helped the Razorbacks lead the SEC 
in rushing, with 219 yards per game. 

By the time Arkansas played Georgia in the SEC champi- 
onship game, Andrews’ weight had risen to 362. When his 
mom’s holiday cooking kicked in after the Music City Bowl, 
he topped out somewhere above 370. 

Ona6-5 frame, the extra pounds made Andrews a step 
slower, but that was still a step or two better than other SEC 


ny discussion about how much better Shawn Andrews 


TOP CENTERS 


RK NAME COLLEGE 


. Nick Leckey 
. A.J. Ricker 

. Ben Wilkerson 

. Jake Grove 

. Dave Pearson 

. Alex Stepanovich 
. Vince Carter 

. Nick Romeo 

. Scott Wells 

._ Brian Ottney 


Virginia Tech 
Michigan 

Ohio State 
Oklahoma 
Syracuse 
Tennessee 
Michigan State 


COLLEGE 


Arkansas 
lowa 
Pittsburgh 
Georgia Tech 
Michigan 
Missouri 
Oklahoma 
Miami 
Alabama 
Nebraska 


. Shawn Andrews 
. Robert Gallery 
. Rob Petitti 

. Nat Dorsey 

. Tony Pape 

. Rob Droege 

. Jammal Brown 
. Carlos Joseph 
. Wesley Britt 

. Richie Incognito 


COLLEGE 


Alabama 
Michigan 
Miami 
LSU 
Florida 
Colorado 


. Justin Smiley 
David Baas 

. Chris Myers 
Stephen Peterman 
Shannon Snell 
Marwan Hage 
Vernon Carey 
Lamar Bryant 
Eyoseph Efseaff 
Bob Montgomery 


SOPNODRONS 


lowa State 


blockers. He was the 
winner of the Jacobs 
Award as the confer- 
ence’s best blocker, 
an honor chosen by 
the coaches. 

“When he gets 
out on that field he’s H-E-L-L,” Arkansas offensive line coach 
Mike Markuson said. “And he’s knocking guys out of bounds 
and staying on them for 15 yards. But in the long run, | think 
he can get better if he ever gets a handle on his weight.” 

That's why Andrews plans to report to camp at 325 
pounds. Arkansas coach Houston Nutt would settle for 335 
and a commitment from Andrews to keep his weight in check. 

NFL scouts already consider Andrews first-round draft 
material. Andrews hasn't said whether his junior season will be 
his last at Arkansas, but Nutt has reminded him that he has 
a better chance to play longer, make more money and live 
a healthier life if he learns how to control his weight now. 

Reaching the NFL is a strong motivator for Andrews 
because it would enable him to take care of his mom, Linda, 

a single parent who worked countless graveyard shifts so she 
could support three boys in rural Camden, Ark. 

That's why Andrews is trying to follow the advice of 
a nutritionist who recommended a cap of 3,000 calories a day 
to help him lose weight. 

Turning down food isn’t easy for Andrews. By his own 
admission, Andrews gained 10 pounds in the week leading up 
to the Cotton Bowl at the end of the 2001 season. 

“It's nothing like the Nutty Professor or anything to that 
extent, but he has a pretty good appetite on him,” receiver 
George Wilson said. “I know when he ate with us one time, he 
had a plate full of chicken and spaghetti and meatballs, and he 
just topped the whole plate off with honey.” 

Weekdays aren’t nearly as tempting as weekends. 

“Just being around my friends, they'll maybe order a pizza,” 
Andrews said. “The pizza is getting delivered to them so I don't 
have a choice but to sit there and eat it. They put me through a 
lot of turmoil on the weekends.” 

Eating might be Andrews’ only weakness. He works out 
hard, doesn’t take plays off, devastates as a run blocker and 
stays in step with speedy pass rushers. He even sings well. 

If his smile isn’t the team’s biggest, it is the most constant. 

Andrews started the third game of his true freshman. 
season and has started 23 of 24 games since then. A severely 
sprained ankle forced him to miss one game as a sophomore, 
but he played through several other games with the injury. 

“Everybody in the conference looks for offensive linemen 
like Shawn Andrews,” Auburn coach Tommy Tuberville said. 

His own coaches have been careful about how closely they 
look over Andrews’ considerable shoulders, choosing to prod 
rather than bash. Too much haranguing about weight can be 
counterproductive, Markuson said. 

Markuson has faith that Andrews will control his weight 
because “down the road, he knows and we know what he’s 
capable of doing when he gets out of here.” 
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Shawn Andrews 


— Scott Cain 
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Udeze Rings a Few Bells, 


Even if Name Doesn’t — Yet 


flipped on the TV and watched a profile of Alan Page, 
a Hall of Fame defensive lineman for the Minnesota 
Vikings and current Minnesota Supreme Court justice. 

“He's an amazing person. | really want to meet him one 
day,” Udeze said. 

“It really influenced me. There's many things he’s done 
outside of football. I'd like to be like him. He was undersized 
but still a great player.” 

Like Page, Udeze is much more than a football player. He’s 
one of the more straight-laced Trojans who spends free time 


U SC defensive end Kenechi Udeze woke one morning, 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
COLLEGE 


Oklahoma 
Miami. 
North Texas 
Ohio State 
lowa State 


RK NAME 


. Tommie Harris 

. Vince Wilfork 

. Brandon Kennedy 
. Darrion Scott 

. Jordan Carstens 
. Marcus Tubbs: Texas 

. Randy Starks i Maryland 

. Chad Lavalais i LSU 

. Mike Patterson USC 

}. Darnell Dockett Florida State 
. Grant Bowman Michigan 

, Jesse Mitchell Ole Miss 

. DeMarco McNeil Auburn 

. Kory Klein Oklahoma 

. Haloti Ngata Oregon 

. Rodrique Wright Texas 

. Rodney Leisle UCLA 

. Chad Pugh TCU 

. Darrell Campbell Notre Dame 
. Tim Anderson Ohio State 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 

COLLEGE 
Georgia 
Ohio State 
Western Michigan 
USC 
Pittsburgh 
Virginia Tech 
lowa 
Alabama 
Utah 

Kansas State 
TCU 

UCLA 
Virginia Tech 
Oklahoma 
Mlinois 
Syracuse 
Florida State 
lowa 


. David Pollack 
Will Smith 
. Jason Babin 
. _Kenechi Udeze 
. Claude Harrio' 
. Nathaniel Adil 
. Howard Hodges 
» Antwan Odom 
. Jason Kaufusi 
. Andrew Shull 
. Bo Schobel 
. Dave Ball 
. Cols Colas 
, Jonathan Jackson 
. Derrick Strong 
. Louis Gachelon 
. Kevin Emanuel 
. Matt Roth 
. Isaac Brown Washington State 
|. Reggie Torbor A Auburn 

Not rated due to injury: Greg Gathers, Georgia Tech; Constantin 

Ritzmann, Tennessee 


studying and won't be 
seen partying on 
Fraternity Row. 

“I try to stay away 
from the negativity,” 
Udeze said. “It all goes 
back to my mom. To this day, | don't drink and smoke.” 

Udeze isn’t entirely undersized. He's 6-3, 275 pounds with 
asize 18 shoe. He says he only finds properly fitted footwear 
by ordering off the Internet. He can barely remember what it is 
like to walk into a Foot Locker and find something he liked. 

“That went out in middle school when I was a size 16," 
said Udeze, a junior. “My feet help me, though. It takes some- 
one big and mighty and powerful to knock me over.” 

He was recruited to play defensive tackle. But his power 
and quickness make him extremely difficult to contain on the 
outside. 

USC defensive line coach Ed Orgeron previously coached 
defensive tackles like Warren Sapp, Russell Maryland and 
Cortez Kennedy for the Miami Hurricanes. But Udeze is differ- 
ent. 

“He's bigger than the ends we had at Miami,” Orgeron 
said. “He's more of a powerful player. He’s good on the run. 
This year, he needs to become a dominant pass rusher.” 

Udeze admits this year's No. 1 goal is to increase the heat 
of USC's pass rush. 

“On run-stopping, I'm pretty good,” he said. “But on pass 
tush, I'm too timid.” 

That probably won't be an issue this year, and it’s not like 
he wasn’t a force last season. Udeze recorded 44 tackles, 
including 7.5 sacks, and forced a bone-jarring USC-record six 
fumbles. He even intercepted a pass. 

“This is his year to show he’s one of the better ends 
around,” coach Pete Carroll said. “He's really cashed in on the 
mentality of getting better and becoming a complete player.” 

It's never been tough to get Udeze to adapt at USC. In 
becoming a complete player, he’s increased his quickness by 
becoming lean. He’s lost 82 pounds since his senior year at 
Verbum Dei High in Los Angeles, when he was a whopping 
357 pounds. 

His physique changed so dramatically that his nickname, 
BKU (Big Kenechi Udeze), almost seemed inappropriate. 

“Trun into guys that I've met from high school all-star 
games who can’t believe I lost the weight,” Udeze said, “But 
I've dieted for so long, my body is used to not eating. I'm used 
to not eating a lot of food. | can’t afford to eat a lot. Whenever 
I think about food, I gain weight.” 

Udeze is one of the last players to graduate from Verbum 
Dei, which dropped football after he graduated. 

“I'm trying to represent my high school,” Udeze said. 
“There were 185 students in my school and 29 in my class. My 
coach was like a father to me. It’s where | learned to be level- 
headed, and they always stressed academics, which have been 
important to me.” 

That's the idea: Bringing the brains as well as the brawn ... 
taking a page from Page. 


Kenechi Udeze 


— Scott Wolf 
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LINEBACKERS 


Davis Using NFL's 
Rebuff as Motivation 


ince first setting foot on a football field as a second- 
grader, Rod Davis had been like the kid on the merry-go- 


round whose grasp always exceeds his reach, the 
coveted brass ring of respect eluding his possession. 

At Gulfport High School there were others who drew the 
attention, nudging Davis to the lip of the spotlight. 

As a redshirt freshman at Southern Miss, Davis’ struggles 
in the season opener cost him his starting job for two games. 
As his game-day reputation grew, some wondered if his 
dedication and discipline during the week and offseason 
matched the inherent responsibilities that come with being the 
man in the middle of the Golden Eagles defense. 


. Rod Davis 

. Jonathan Vilma 
. Lance Mitchell 

. Courtney Watson 
. Dontarrious Thomas. 
. Richard Seigler 
. Niko Koutouvides 
. Barrett Ruud 

. Mikal Baagee 

. Leon Joe 

. Kevin Mitchell 

. Mike Goolsby 

. Caleb Miller 

. T.J. Mawhinney 

. Sean Tufts 

. Carl Diggs 

. Ryan Fowler 

. Ben West 

. Freddie Roach 


Southern Miss 
Miami 
Oklahoma 
Notre Dame 
Auburn 
Oregon State 
Purdue 
Nebraska 
Virginia Tech 
Maryland 
Oregon 

Notre Dame 
Arkansas 
Mississippi State 
Colorado 
Michigan 
Duke 
Minnesota 
Alabama 


COLLEGE 
Oklahoma 
Auburn 

Miami 

Texas 

Florida State 
West Virginia 
USC 

Kansas State 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
Virginia 
Florida State 
lowa 

Boston College 
Southern Miss 
Penn State 
Clemson 
Alabama 
Memphis 
Colorado State 


‘evin Burnett, Tennessee 


~ Teddy Lehman 
. _Karlos Dansby 
. D.J. Williams 
. Derrick Johnson 
. Michael Boulware 
. Grant Wiley 
Matt Grootegoed 
. Josh Buhl 
. Brooks Daniels 
|. Tony Bua 
. Darryl Blackstock 
. _Kendyll Pope 
. Grant Steen 
. Josh Ott 
. Michael Boley 
. Gino Capone 
'. John Leake 
. Cornelius Wortham 
. Derrick Ballard 
. Eric Pauly 
Not rated due to injut 


Finally, after 
turning in a dominant 
season in 2002, Davis 
considered becoming 
the first Southern Miss 
player to leave early for 
the National Football League. The NFL made that decision for 
him, informing him he likely would not be drafted in the first 
two rounds as he'd believed. 

So, Davis is back, hopping in line for one more go-round at 
a prize, seeking a ring of respect for himself and a Conference 
USA championship for his teammates. 

“I've always believed that God puts the right things in front 
of you, whether to help you along or for you to overcome,” 
Davis said. “I just use it all as motivation.” 

And a motivated Davis can be an overwhelming force. 

At 6-2, 240 pounds, he is a bone-jarring tackler, but it is his 
speed (sub-4.6 seconds in the 40), cat-like quickness and 
perpetual inner motor that set him apart. 

Last year, Davis finished with 168 tackles, including 23.5 
tackles for loss and 10.5 sacks. He averaged 12.9 tackles per 
game, including 19 stops against South Florida. 

Davis had 10 or more unassisted tackles in six games last 
season, and 10 or more tackles in 12 of 13 games. He ranked 
third nationally in solo stops (122), sixth in total tackles and 
13th in tackles for loss. 

Those numbers not only earned him repeat all-conference 
first-team honors, Davis became the first defensive player and 
the first Golden Eagle to be awarded the Conerly Trophy. The 
Conerly — named after former Ole Miss All-American and 
New York Giants All-Pro quarterback Charlie Conerly — is 
given annually to Mississippi's top college football player. 

“He's awesome,” said defensive coordinator Tyrone Nix, 

a former USM middle linebacker who now coaches that posi- 
tion. “The thing about Rod, anything that you might say has 
humbled him, he uses that as motivation to become a better 
player.” 

Some of those motivating moments came early. A high 
school safety, Davis was moved to middle linebacker at USM, 
and a year later, replaced TJ. Slaughter, who had been drafted 
by the Jacksonville Jaguars. 

Then came the 2000 season opener at Tennessee in front 
of more than 100,000 orange-clad zanies. 

“I'd had a real good spring and great two-a-days, and then 
it was like being a deer in the headlights,” Davis said. “That 
game right there made me humble. I can remember that game 
more than any other game I've played in my life.” 

Davis was pulled as the starter, but did well enough in 
a reserve role that he regained his starting position in that 
season's fourth game. He's been there ever since. 

“I want to get Southern Miss back to the top,” Davis said. 
“The last championships were in 1997 and 1999. That's hard 
to swallow. 

“And I didn’t feel very comfortable or very good about 
what the NFL had to tell me. All my life, I've felt a little like an 
unknown role player. Well, it's time for me to step up and 
dominate.” 


Rod Davis 


—Tim Doherty 
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Throwback or Not, This 
Gamble is a Sure Thing 


a wide receiver, cornerback and kick returner labels him 
a throwback to a bygone era 

Trouble is, Gamble’s training secret wouldn't pass in the 
days of the Junction Boys, Dirty Thirty or Four Horsemen. 

“How do I stay fresh out there?” Gamble says. “There 
really isn't much to it. | just drink a lot of water so I don’t 
cramp up.” 

The Bear, Rockne or any other old-timer would sniff at that. 
Ohio State coach Jim Tressel isn't about to take issue with 
Gamble auditioning as an Aquafina pitchman. 

“If Chris says he needs water,” Tressel said, “we'll try to 


T he workload Ohio State junior Chris Gamble shoulders as 


TOP CORNERBACKS 

CLASS COLLEGE 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Oklahoma 


RK NAME 


1. Chris Gamble 

2. Marlin Jackson 

3. Derrick Strait 

4. Nathan Vasher 

5. Antrel Rolle 

6. Corey Webster 

7. Vontez Duff 

8. Lawrence Richardson 
9. DeAngelo Hall 

10. Keiwan Ratliff 

11. Kelly Jennings 
12. Ahmad Carroll 
13. Domonique Foxworth 
14. Justin Miller 
15. Jason David 
16. Antonio Perkins 
17. Derrick Johnson 
18. RJ. Oliver 
19. Dunta Robinson 


Notre Dame 
Arkansas 

Virginia Tech 
Florida 

Miami 
Arkansas 
Maryland 
Clemson 
Washington State 
Oklahoma 
Washington 
Arizona State 
South Carolina 


20. Jabari Greer Tennessee 
TOP SAFETIES 
RK NAME CLASS __ COLLEGE 
1. Sean Taylor Jr. Miami 
2. Brandon Everage Sr. Oklahoma 
3. Bob Sanders Sr. lowa 
4. Jim Leonhard Jr. Wisconsin 
5. Stuart Schweigert Sr. Purdue 
6. Rashad Baker Sr. Tennesee 
7. Etric Pruitt Sr. Southern Miss 
8. Madieu Williams Sr. Maryland 
9. Maurice Sikes Sr. Miami 
10. Dexter Reid Jr. North Carolina 
11. Jamaal Brimmer Jr. UNLV 
12. Guss Scott Sr. Florida 
13. Keith Lewis Sr. Oregon 
14. Jason Shivers Jr. Arizona State 
15. Medford Moorer Sr. Colorado. 
46. Kentrell Curry Sr. Georgia 
17. Jamaine Billups Sr. lowa State 
48. Ryan Aycock Sr. Texas Tech 
19. Glenn Earl Sr. Notre Dame 
20. Gibril Wilson Sr. Tennessee 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


make sure he never 
Tuns out.” 

Plenty of H2O 
hardly seems sufficient 
explanation for how 
the 6-3 Gamble went 
from virtual unknown to invaluable 60-minute man last season 
in the Buckeyes’ march to a 14-0 record and national title. 

He never caught a touchdown pass on offense or scored 
‘on special teams, but Gamble was voted co-MVP of the Buck- 
eyes along with quarterback Craig Krenzel. 

That resulted from his work at cornerback, a position he 
didn’t first start at until OSU's ninth game. By then, Gamble 
already had two end-zone interceptions in the two games he 
had toiled (however briefly) on defense. 

The first turned away a Cincinnati scoring threat in a 23-19 
Ohio State escape; the second denied Wisconsin from overtak- 
ing the Buckeyes late in a 19-14 final. 

Those heroics convinced coaches to use Gamble more 
liberally on defense against high-powered Penn State. 

The more Gamble practiced on defense that week, the 
clearer it became to defensive coordinator Mark Dantonio that 
the cure for OSU's weakness at field corner was the skinny kid 
with the dreadlocks from Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

“We wanted to teach him the position in increments,” 
Dantonio said. “But he was an impact player right away. When 
someone can impact other players like he does, you don’t play 
him part time.” 

“I remember asking Chris that whole game if he needed 
any help with the coverages or what we were doing,” bound- 
ary corner Dustin Fox said. “He just kept saying, ‘No, I'm 
good.’” 

Good didn't begin to say it. Gamble started the rest of the 
season at wide receiver and cornerback, playing his defensive 
position well enough to receive consensus first-team All-Big 
Ten recognition. 

As improbable as that seemed, Gamble one-upped his 
regular-season achievements in OSU's 31-24 double-overtime 
Fiesta Bowl upset of Miami. 

He participated in 120 of the game's 178 plays, including 
all 77 on defense, an additional 32 on offense and 11 on 
special teams. 

His blanket coverage limited Miami All-American Andre 
Johnson to four catches for 54 yards. His offensive contribu- 
tions were highlighted by a 57-yard reception. 

Perhaps most important were his instincts in selling a pass- 
interference penalty on the critical fourth down in the second 
overtime. That came during the chaos of the Hurricanes cele- 
brating an apparent victory and fireworks exploding over Sun 
Devil Stadium — and the flag kept the game alive. 

Gamble himself doesn’t know where he'd prefer to play or 
which position he'd pick if he had to. 

“I want to play both,” he said. “I don’t see why I can’t do it 
this year. | mean, | did it last year, so this year, I'll train for it 
and be ready.” 

Stand by with the water. 


Chris Gamble 


— Bruce Hooley 
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In the Big 12, Don’t Mess 
with ‘Wild, Wild Wes’ 


les Welker played in arguably the most talented 

backfield in the country in the late 1990s at Okla- 

homa City’s Heritage Hall High School — one bent 
on both breaking and selling records. Such is the case when 
you're a multi-dimensional tailback and your quarterback is the 
future lead singer of the Graham Colton Band, which has 
opened for the Counting Crows on national tours. 

“Graham and | have been good friends ever since we were 
in pre-school,” says Welker, a leading man of his own at Texas 
Tech. “He'd always be playing the guitar and singing in our 
spare time, while | did my own thing.” 

Welker's “own thing” has led to big things in Lubbock. Last 
year as a junior, Welker caught 86 passes for 1,054 yards, 
becoming only the second player in school history to break the 
1,000-yard receiving mark. 

Welker also set an NCAA single-season record with 57 
punt returns in 2002, and had a school-record 752 return 
yards, He’s returned six punts for touchdowns in his career, 


TOP KICKERS 
RK NAME CLASS 


1. Nate Kaeding Sr. 
2. Mike Nugent Jr. 
3. Billy Bennett 

4. Nick Browne 

5. Nick Novak 

6. Jared Siegel 

7. Nick Hayes 

8. Josh Scobee 

9. Sandro Sciortino 


COLLEGE 


lowa 

Ohio State 

Georgia 

TCU 

Maryland 

Oregon 

UAB 

Louisiana Tech 

Boston College 

Northern Illinois 

TOP PUNTERS 
CLASS 


10. Steve Azar 


RK NAME 


1. Matt Payne 
2. Dustin Colquitt 


COLLEGE 


BYU 
Tennessee 


Nebraska 
Lsu 

Texas A&M 
Pittsburgh 
Michigan 
Virginia Tech 


3. Kyle Larson 
4. Donnie Jones 
5. Cody Scates 
6. Andy Lee 

7. Adam Finley 
8. Vinnie Burns 
9. Tim Parke Arizona State 

10. Robert Billings Middle Tennessee 


TOP ALL-PURPOSE 
COLLEGE 


Kentucky 
Texas Tech 
Ohio State 
Florida 
Colorado State 
UCLA 

Virginia Tech 
Miami 

Notre Dame 
Maryland 


RK NAME 


4. Derek Abney 
2. Wes Welker 

3. Chris Gamble 
4. Keiwan Ratliff 
5. Dexter Wynn 
6. Craig Bragg 

7. DeAngelo Hall 
8. Roscoe Parrish 
9. Vontez Duff 
10. Steve Suter 


ALL-PURPOSE 


two shy of the Big 12 
Conference record. So, 
he’s certainly aware of 
the abolishment of the 
two-yard “halo” rule in 
the offseason. 

The halo offered the return man an advantage, because he 
could avoid calling for a fair catch minus the risk (usually) of 
getting blasted by a defender. Last season, the average punt 
return was 10.59 yards, the most in nearly 50 years. Now, the 
NCAA will revert to the old rule that officials claim will be 
better enforced, as a return man must be allowed an “unim- 
peded” opportunity to catch the punt. 

“I don’t think the change will affect the way I return punts 
or anything like that,” Welker said. 

“But it was nice to have that reassurance that you weren't 
going to take one in the mouth. The (national) return average 
probably will go back down, and people nearly getting their 
heads knocked off will probably go up a little bit, as well.” 

The latter seemed a valid concern for an adolescent Wes, 
who can now credit his older brother, Lee, for toughening him 
up back home in Oklahoma. 

“During the summer both of my parents worked, and so 
Lee and I would be at home and most of his friends would 
come over to the house,” Welker said. 

“So I was hanging out with an older crew, and a lot of the 
time they chose to pick on me — throw me to the ground and 
what not. | called 9-1-1 a few times on ‘em. That'd scare my 
brother and his friends good, and so I'd hang up the phone. 
The cops would always call back to make sure everything was 
all right, though. Let me tell you, that was a lifesaver.” 

Former Texas A&M coach R.C. Slocum probably wished he 
could have called 9-1-1 for help in a 48-47 home loss to Tech 
last year. That's when Welker amassed a career-high 327 all- 
purpose yards, and returned a punt 88 yards for a touchdown 
(the longest ever against A&M) in the final quarter. 

After the game Slocum said the Aggies considered kicking 
away from Welker late, but didn’t. Maybe because Welker, at 
5-foot-9 and 185 pounds, better resembles the beverage- 
slurping dude in the 10th row of a Graham Colton concert than 
a breathtaking return man. 

First impressions of that frame kept the Oklahoma Player of 
the Year as a high school senior from getting scholarship offers 
until Texas Tech extended one a week after signing day. 
Everyone other than Red Raiders coach Mike Leach thought he 
was too short, too slow. 

“He does a lot of things that he has no business doing,” 
former Tech quarterback Kliff Kingsbury said of Welker. “He 
should be hanging out in a fraternity somewhere.” 

“Good one,” responded Welker, smiling a bit at the irony 
of the gangly Kingsbury’s remarks. “I’m sure somebody 
probably used that line on him and he just tucked it away for 
recycling. I guess I was his victim.” 

The good-natured Welker laughs, as it’s glaringly apparent 
that “Wild, Wild Wes” — so dubbed in high schoo! — is no 
one’s victim. 
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Wes Welker 


— Brent Zwerneman 
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1. Kansas State Other teams have better depth in their backfield 
with muttiple excellent options at quarterback and running back, but no team has 
two 1,000-yard rushers like Kansas State. 

With QB Ell Roberson running and gunning (with ever-improving accuracy), 
he's doing a fine imitation of Michael Bishop, with hopes of getting one step 
further than Bishop and get K-State that Big 12 title. Roberson, a senior, rushed 
for 1,032 yards and passed for 1,580 yards last season with a 52-percent 
completion rate, decent enough for a guy with supposedly no arm. 

Darren Sproles, who scooted for a school-record 1,465 yards in his first 
season as the starter, combines with Roberson to give the Cats an option attack 
that would make Nebraska proud. 


2. Ohio State Don't know why quarterback Craig Krenzel insists on 
being called by his first name. “Clutch” Krenzel sounds so much better ... and it's 
a acourate as one of his late-game fourth-down passes with the season on the 
line, His confidence is only exceeded by whiz-kid running back Maurice Clarett, 
who believes he can do anything on the field. There’s no evidence to the contrary. 


3. North Carolina State Asa fourth-year starter, senior 
quarterback Philip Rivers should have all the ACC passing records worth holding 
by the time he finishes. What he really wants is a league title, and maybe even a 
Heisman. A Sept. 13 game at Ohio State could go a long way toward that, but he'll 
Need help all season from T.A. McLendon, who rushed for 1,101 yards and 18 TDs 
last season as a freshman 


4. Virginia Tech tts showtime for running back Kevin Jones, whose 
ball-sharing days are over. Departed starter Lee Suggs was the touchdown-maker, 
but Jones is more explosive, unpredictable and just needs to prove he can hold up 
over the course of the season. No team has a better pair of athletes at QB than 
Bryan Randall (10th nationally in passing efficiency last season with a 143.1 
rating) and bundle-of-potential Marcus Vick. 


5. Auburn Here's where all the good running backs are. Carnell Williams 
has All-America skills; Ronnie Brown popped for 1,000 yards, most after Williams 
was hurt last season; Tre Smith rushed for 126 yards vs. Alabama when Brown. 
was injured; Brandon Jacobs joined the cast after a stellar junior college career. 
Only issue: Can Jason Campbell handle the OB job full time? 


6. Oklahoma State Josh Fields isn’t the best quarterback you've 
never heard of — because you have heard of him, right? — but what's surprising is 
that his stats are almost off-the-charts good: 3,145 yards, 31 touchdowns and 
only 10 interceptions last season. Tatum Bell, a 1,000-yard rusher, and Seymore 
‘Shaw, will challenge for the top running back duo in the Big 12. 


7. Tennessee Senior quarterback Casey Clausen has been doing this 
Jong enough to pile up 25 victories. He's still searching for what his brother Rick, 
a backup at LSU, has - an SEC championship ring. With young runners such as 
Cedric Houston and Gerald Riggs, who looked super in the spring, the Vols 
backfield won't be the weak link in the chase for the title. 


8. Michigan Quarterback John Navarre and running back Chris Perry 
have each had their moments ~ not enough of to satisfy Wolverine fans — but each 
is on the cusp of big things. Navarre already grades out well in the stats category 
with 21 TDs and seven interceptions last season; its just that his resume is 
incomplete without a defining victory. Perry simply needs to pick up where he left 
off —as MVP of the Outback Bowl vs. Florida. 


9. Purdue The Boilermakers, who led the Big Ten with 452 yards per 
game, have two quarterbacks that Joe Tiller feels comfortable with, although Kyle 
Orton ended spring as a clear No. 1 over Brandon Kirsch. Nice depth at tailback is 


headed by speedy Joey Harris (1,115 yards last season), with Brandon Jones 
(668 yards) supplying additional muscle. 


10. Florida State 08 Chris Rix did his team as much harm as 
ood last season, although maybe that will serve as the wake-up call that never 
came when he overslept and missed a final exam. He has a lot of talent; he now 
needs to play smart and be a leader. No need for him to be burdened with undue 
pressure because powerful RB Greg Jones returns from injury and redshirt 
freshman Lorenzo Booker is ready for a blast-off debut, 


With Kansas State quarterback Ell Roberson running 
away from the competition and teaming with running 
back Darren Sproles, the Wildcats are tough to stop. 


1. USC Mike Williams, coming off a 1,265-yard, 14-touchdown season, 
is only a sophomore, and incoming freshmen Whitney Lewis and Steve Smith 
have the high school pedigree to do what Williams did last season — make an 
immediate impact. 

For now, the guy who will be asked most often to keep the double-teams 
away from the 6-foot-5 Williams is senior Keary Colbert, who can teach the 
youngsters a thing or two about running precise routes. He'll be a fine third- 
down outlet for the new USC quarterback, as will tight end Alex Homes, who 
caught 29 passes last season. 


2. Texas In whatis becoming a trend for Texas future pros — Ricky, 
Williams, Leonard Davis, Quentin Jammer, et al. —Roy Williams decided it would 
be best to hang around Austin for his season senior. The draft gurus already say 
he could be a top three pick in 2004, and his numbers (64 catches, 1,142 yards 
and 12 TDs) should soar if he can make it through a season without hamstring 
troubles. Four-year partner B.J. Johnson is back, too, and Texas has a wealth of 
tight end possibilities. 


3. Georgia The deepest group of receivers in the SEC is led by 6-4 Fred 
Gibson, who is bigger and stronger this season, having muscled up by about 10 
pounds. The Dawgs will miss Terrence Edwards, but will cover for his absence 
with Damien Gary, Reggie Brown and Michael Johnson, who authored the game- 
winning catch against Auburn last season to clinch the SEC East. 


4. Ohio State Chris Gamble was college football's busiest man last 
‘season, and Buckeyes coaches will make sure his uniform is plenty dirty at the 
end of 60 minutes. Gamble likely will only dabble on offense because his work as 
one of the nation’s finest comerbacks is invaluable ... and it's not like OSU is 
hurting on offense with WR Michael Jenkins, TE Ben Hartsock and eager pups 
whose time has come. 


5. Texas Tech The evolution of the wide receiver position calls for 
wideouts to be 6-4 gazelles who jump as if shot out of a toaster. And then there's 
Tech's 5-9 Wes Welker. All he does is get open and catch the ball in one of the 


nation’s most pass-happy outfits. He earned second-team All-Big 12 honors last 
season and will lead a group that returns most of its key components. 


6. Michigan Junior Braylon Edwards better be good, because he has 
to back up his decision to change his jersey from No. 80 to No. 1, a popular 
number for star receivers at Michigan, most recently David Terrell. Edwards 

(67 catches. 1,035 yards, 10 TDs last season) leads a group that rivals rival Ohio 
State in depth. Could sophomore Jason Avant be the next No. 1 after Edwards 
graduates? 


7. Miami Even without a sure-fire star, and with a few wideouts hobbled 
in the spring, the sense is that the ‘Canes will be more than fine. Sophomore 
Roscoe Parrish has some serious scootability and will help replace the produc- 
tion of No. 3 overall draft pick Andre Johnson. Versatile Jason Geathers and 
Kevin Beard, both seniors, are also at the top of the rotation, holding off, for 
now, the next wave of Miami superstars. 


8. Wisconsin while Lee Evans sat out last season after tearing knee 
ligaments in the spring game, the Badgers developed a pair of freshmen — 
Brandon Williams (52 catches) and Jonathan Orr (47 catches, eight touch- 
downs). Evans should be a full-go by August as he tries to recapture his form of 
2001, when he posted a Big Ten record 1,545 receiving yards. Another good 
receiving option: 6-6 Darrin Charles. 


LSU Michael Clayton, who has 104 catches in the past two seasons, will 
make a play to be the best receiver in the SEC. Devery Henderson had a big 
‘Spring, and will soon be known for more than his catch of the twice-tipped pass 
that he turned into a final-play 75-yard touchdown to stun Kentucky. Sophomore 
‘Skyler Green should be a dandy; just add playing time. 


10. Clemson The Tigers will focus on restoring a moribund running 
game but know they can count on a passing attack featuring Kevin Youngblood, 
Derrick Hamilton and Airese Curry. Combined with promising passer Charlie 
Whitehurst, who snatched the job late last season, the receivers should be able 
to do their part in keeping coach Tommy Bowden away from the hot seat. 


4. Oklahoma The Sooners have questions at quarterback, where 
probable starter Jason White keeps wrecking his knees and the young guys are, 
well, young and inexperienced. But given a choice between having the combina- 
tion of a veteran line and shaky quarterbacks or a shaky line and veteran 
quarterbacks, coaches will take the former. 

That's what Oklahoma has. 

Bob Stoops has built the best offensive line in his tenure at Oklahoma, one 
s0 good that maybe it's the only one that could stop the Sooners’ best-in-the- 
Nation defensive line. 


2. Michigan Shades of Bo Schembechiler, this Wolverine line conjures 
images of past UM greats. Of course, that might just be wishful thinking from 
Lloyd Carr and the Big Blue crazies, because the past couple of lines weren't 
known for blasting massive holes for the running backs. Athletic guard David 
Baas and tackle Tony Pape figure to vie for All-America honors. 


3. Ohio State No, offense wasn't exactly the strength of the 
Buckeyes’ national championship team, and, among the O-linemen, only tackle 
‘Shane Olivea earned some sort of postseason recognition, selected second-team 
All-Big Ten. This season, the projection is for the line, returning intact with key 
backups, to play a starring role and give Maurice Clarett more room than he 
needs. Olivea and center Alex Stepanovich are the headliners. 


4. Alabama The best thing the Tide has going for it is the SEC's top 
line, which really means something because it’s a good year for linemen in the 
conference. Six-foot-8 tackle Wesley Britt earned first-team all-league honors as 
a sophomore, while guard Justin Smiley received second-team recognition from 
the coaches. Will they be as efficient pass-blocking as they were run-blocking for 
Dennis Franchione? 


5. Miami tts testament to Miami that this might be the ‘Canes least 
heralded line in the past three seasons ... and it's still the envy of most of the 
nation. Coach Larry Coker tinkered with combinations in the spring, which will 


just add to the line’s versatility and allow the five best guys to get on the field. 
All-America candidates: Carlos Joseph, Chris Myers and Vernon Carey. 


6. Auburn While the Tigers’ backfield poses the kind of problema 
coach loves — gee, which of four super running backs do | give the ball to today? 
—there probably won't be much consternation when Tommy Tuberville has to 
decide which direction to run in clutch time. With sophomore tackle Marcus 
McNeill and senior guard Monreko Crittenden flattening defenders on the right 
side, look for the Tigers to lean that way. 


7. USC its been a few years or more since the Trojans had anything 
resembling a Top 10 line, an honor that used to be considered a USC birthright. 
The tradition is coming back thanks to senior tackle Jacob Rogers and the 
anointed Next Great USC Blocker, sophomore Winston Justice, a 12-game starter 
asa true freshman. 


8. LSU Anew rotation of running backs should be living the good life 
behind a line that returns four starters, including first-team All-SEC guard 
‘Stephen Peterman. Junior center Ben Wilkerson knows his way around the SEC 
trenches, and can impart that wisdom to talented (and humungous) sophomores 
Andrew Whitworth and Terrell McGill. 


The offensive line is often a Sun Devils’ strength, 
and it should be again with all five starters returning. There will be a new look, 
though, as left tackle Regis Crawford moves to a more natural right guard spot, 
with Drew Hodgdon shifting to center and right tackle Chaz White going to the 
left side. Versatility and depth — that's a good thing. 


10. Missouri Tigers fans are giddy over sophomore quarterback Brad 
‘Smith, who became the second player in NCAA history to pass for more than 
2,000 yards and run for more than 1,000 ina season last year. How ‘bout some 
props for the line? It returns intact, led by All-America candidate Rob Droege at 
tackle. 
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a_OU coaches regret that All-Big 12 end Jimmy Wilkerson 
‘was lured away from school early by the false promise of immediate NFL gold 
(he was a sixth-round pick, No. 189 overall). Opponents, though, will be the ones 
crying a river. 

Oklahoma returns seven of its top eight linemen, with speed, power and 
experience across the board. The Sooners should be stingier than they were 
against the run a year ago (3.0 yards per attempt) and have even more gitty-up to 
the QB (36 sacks). 


Oklahoma's Derrick Strait is known more for his 
coverage ability, but the senior cornerback can also 


turn a receiver’s world upside down. 


IVE LINE 


Tommie Harris leads an excellent four-man rotation at tackle and is in line for 
a huge year after a so-so sophomore season due to a groin injury. Look for junior 
Jonathan Jackson to be OU's next great end, 


Outside of Oklahoma (OK, and maybe Miami, too), it will be hard 
to find a better pair of middle men than 300-pounders Marcus Tubbs and 
Rodrique Wright. Tubbs, a senior, is considered a potential first-rounder. The pay- 
for-play league will have to wait on Wright, a true sophomore; he was the Big 12's 
Defensive Freshman of the Year. End Kalen Thornton will be key ina defense that 
allowed 307 yards per game last season and had 38 sacks. 


The Trojans publicity machine boasts in print that “USC's defensive 
line is the best in the nation,” How about settling for “best in the West,” fellas? 
There's a reason why USC has a good chance of overcoming its inexperience at 
quarterback to win the Pac-10, and it starts with a no-holes line starring end 
Kenechi Udeze and tackle Shaun Cody, returning from injury. 


Massive tackle Vince Wilfork would have been a first-round pick 
if he had entered the draft after last season — not bad for a backup — and should 
improve his 2002 numbers (seven sacks, 15 tackles for loss) with increased 
playing time in a thinner rotation at tackle. He will need to be the crew chief ona 
line lacking only experience, 


Hawkeyes coach Kirk Ferentz is known for developing offensive 
linemen, but this season, he will bank on his defensive big boys. Either end can 
Create havoc; Howard Hodges earned All-Big Ten honors last season with nine 
sacks, which is the total that Matt Roth had in league games only. The middle will 
be as plugged as fast season when lowa yielded 81.9 rushing yards per game, 


Yikes ... you know defensive line is the deepest 
Position group in the country when the defending national champs - the team no 
‘one could run on last season —is only sixth. Buckeyes fans can make their case 
with three of four returning starters, including end Will Smith, who should punch 
4 big NFL ticket after the season, and inside-outside threat Darrion Scott. 


With the Bulldogs rebuilding their linebacking corps, it's a 
good thing not much will get past the front wall. Even with tackle Johnathan 
‘Sullivan leaving early to the NFL for first-round glory, Georgia has star power with 
‘SEC Player of the Year David Pollack (14 sacks). Kedric Golston and Darrius 
‘Swain are sophomore tackles who could soon be terrors. 


Several of Tech's linemen were nursing injuries 
this spring, and tackle Jimmy E. Williams was suspended, but all should be well 
for coordinator Bud Foster in the fall. The Hokies expect to have their hallmark 
speed, and with senior end Nathaniel Adibi adding more size and muscle to his 
game, he'll make his long-awaited run at All-America honors. 


The Wolverines are set for this season, with a possible 
all-senior four-man front, including tackle Grant Bowman and end Larry Stevens. 
Coach Lioyd Carr has few worries here for the future, as the first string will be 
pushed by a strong group of second-string underclassmen — ends Pat Massey 
and Jeremy Van Alstyne and tackles Gabe Watson and Larry Harrison. 


With the combination of tackle Chad Lavalais and end Marcus 
‘Spears, the Tigers are in elite SEC status on the line; the only thing missing is 
@ hasty attitude that Lavalais, a senior, will be asked to provide, Spears, at times, 
Jooks like a top NFL prospect and junior end Marquise Hill is growing into his 
potential, as well. 
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4. Oklahoma The new Linebacker U? Rocky Calmus earned the 
Butkus Award in 2000, and Torrance Marshall was 2 monster, earning Orange 
Bowl MVP honors as the Sooners won the national title. Don't be surprised if 
a Sooner picks up the Butkus this season en route to a championship, too. 

Question is, which linebacker? 

Teddy Lehman was a finalist for the award last season; he and inside ‘backer 
Lance Mitchell could both be this season. They combined for 236 tackles last 
season, 36 for loss. OU, which often uses five defensive backs, plugs in Pasha 
Jackson — probably a star on many other teams —as a third linebacker when 
needed. 


2. Miami 1 Oklahoma doesn't land two of the three Butkus Award 
finalists, Miami certainly could. Seniors Jonathan Vilma and D.J. Williams will 
spend the fall trying to outdo each other while planting running backs into the 
turf. With the ‘Canes needing to get by scrambling QBs such as Pittsburgh's Rod 
Rutherford and Virginia Tech's Bryan Randall (and Marcus Vick) to win the Big 
East, this pair of LBs will have to be large in the biggest games. 


3. Auburn 0X, soif neither Oklahoma nor Miami places two players 
among the Butkus finalists, then the best bet is Auburn. Super-athletic Karlos 
Dansby will make the highlight plays while Dontarrious Thomas, moved to the 
middle this season, packs a wallop, Sophomore Travis Williams will quietly, for 
ow, play in the shadows until his senior teammates move on to-an eager NFL. 


4, Alabama The Tide's front-line linebackers aren't quite in the class of 
those starring on Lindy’s top three teams at the position, but Alabama has quality 
across the board and won't let state pal Auburn get all the linebacker love. Brooks 
Daniels, with 109 tackles last season, and Cornelius Wortham flank sophomore 
Freddie Roach, who could be one of the nation’s top middle linebackers sooner 
rather than later. 


The Longhorns think their defense has more speed this season; 
Derrick Johnson has always had plenty of it. He's used it to make 195 tackles in his 
first two seasons, and he's the centerpiece of a defense that will rank with the 


nation’s finest. Reed Boyd was actually the team's leading tackler last season (123), 
but has been moved from the middle to make way for sophomore Gamet Smith, 


6. Florida State Stalvarts Kendyll Pope and Michael Boulware 
each had offseason shoulder surgery, which allowed the Seminoles to get a long 
look at an overflow of young studs. Coaches raved over sophomore A.J. 
Nicholson, while Buster Davis and Sam McGrew improved, too. This is FSU's 
best and deepest position group, coached by former Baylor head coach Kevin 
Steele, 


7. USC The Trojans know exactly what outside linebackers Matt Groote- 
goed and Melvin Simmons can do, which in Grootegoed's case is be the best 
defender in the Pac-10. He's a bit undersized, but take your pick of clichés — he's 
either got a real good motor or he plays as if his hair's on fire. In the middle, 
Lofa Tatupu, the son of former USC and New England Patriots fullback Mosi 
Tatupu, stepped up in the spring. 


8. Tennessee {j the starters stay healthy something none was able 
to do last season — then the Vols are even better than this ranking suggests. 
Kevin Burnett could be Tennessee's best defender, and he also will see time as 
arush end, increasing his play-making possibilities. Athletic Kevin Simon and 
Robert Peace will clean up everything else. 


9. Colorado State The Rams have three seniors, all three-year 
starters, at linebacker, which is more rare than a perfectly spelled e-mail. None is 
expected to contend for All-America honors, but, with all that experience and 
leadership, Colorado State's crew is greater than the sum of its parts. Not to say 
that Eric Pauly isn't very, very good. 


10. Wisconsin The Badgers’ strength is that everyone is back from 
last season, including Jeff Mack, who was last seen earning MVP honors in the 
Alamo Bowl. It's easy to project a season of 100-plus tackles for Mack after he 
had 72 last season despite being limited to eight games because of injury, He 
‘and Alex Lewis will rate among Barry Alvarez’s best pair ever on the inside. 


A. Miami A year ago, this was a huge question mark for a Miami team 
coming off a national championship. Proving that the Hurricanes reload as fast, 
if not faster, than anyone, four new starters helped Miami lead the country in 
pass defense last season. 

The ‘Canes allowed only eight passing touchdowns, tied for the second- 
lowest figure in the country, and gave up through the air what most teams yleld 
on the ground —4.41 yards per pass attempt. No other defense was below five 
yards per throw. 

Everyone's back, including supersized and supercharged free safety Sean 
Taylor. Corners Antrel Rolle and Kelly Jennings can lock down just about anyone, 
and strong safety Maurice Sikes is nobody's lightweight. Could Miami sweep all 
four secondary spots on the All-Big East team? 


2. Oklahoma Evenusing a scheme that requires five defensive backs 
much of the time, Oktahoma still has an overflow of defensive backs. Part of the 
reason for the logjam is the addition of junior college transfer Donte Nicholson, 
‘who had a big spring to earn the starting strong safety spot, allowing speedy Eric 
Bassey to return to the corner opposite All-America candidate Derrick Strait. 


3. Purdue There's nothing that Big Ten quarterbacks can do to surprise 
four-year starter Stuart Schweigert, who has already been a two-time semifinalist 
for the Thorpe Award and who has already claimed Purdue's career interception 
lead with 13. The Boilers, who had (statistically) the best defense in the Big Ten, 
also return corners Jacques Reeves and Antwaan Rogers. 


4. Arkansas Since teams couldn't run on Arkansas fast season, they 
kept on testing the airways, which led to some unseemly numbers for the Hogs’ 
secondary — they ranked 83rd nationally in pass defense. That's a fine case of 
misleading statistics, because those around the SEC know that Lawrence 
Richardson and Ahmad Carroll are the league’s best corner combination. 


5. Georgia The defending SEC champs return all four starters, 
including safety Kentrell Curry, who earned second-team all-league honors fast 
‘season. Tim Jennings, selected to the conference's all-freshman team a year ago, 
won a starting spot in the spring ... and then was arrested with four teammates 
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for misdemeanor drug possession in late April and drew a two-game suspen- 
sion. The Bulldogs have the talent to cover his brief absence. 


6. Michigan What was arguably the nation’s finest cover man doing 
playing safety in the spring? To hear coach Lloyd Carr tell it, it was to give Marlin 
Jackson more versatility. It also will allow the Wolverines to have more mix-and- 
match options — and they have loads of good ones — when they see four- and 
five-receiver sets, which — roll over, Woody — they will see from time to time in 
‘the Big Ten. 


7. Texas With the departure of Rod Babers, Nathan Vasher takes over 
the role as the Longhorns’must-have shut-down corner, with an eye toward 
challenging Oklahoma's Derrick Strait as the Big 12's top cornerback. Safety 
Dakarai Pearson is an ex-quarterback who knows where to be and when, and 
then he has the athleticism to make the play on the ball. 


8. Maryland Considering that all but one ACC team returns its 
starting quarterback (many of whom are top-notch throwers), Maryland has 
what everyone else wants — the best secondary in the league. Safety Madieu 
Williams is being touted as a first-round NFL pick in 2004, and corner 
‘Domonique Foxworth earned first-team all-league honors last year as a 
sophomore. 


9. Tennessee Rashad Baker (All-SEC last year) and Gibril Wilson 
(82 tackles despite starting only half of the season) are among the top safety 
duos in the country. One cornerback position is set, with senior Jabari Greer. The 
only issue is the opposite side, but redshirt freshman Antwan Stewart was one of 
the team’s most improved players in the spring. If he can handle game action, 
the Vols’ secondary is whole. 


10. UCLA Here's the only position group where the Bruins rank better 
than crosstown rival USC — but barely. The Trojans’ faithful could make a strong 
case for their secondary to be included in the national top 10, but, hey, give the 
Bruins credit for multi-talented cornerback Matt Ware and rising star Jarrad 
Page, a sophomore safety who started 10 games last season. 


GOTTA HAVE 


BABY 


BY ANTHONY GIMINO 


You love your reality TW? weve got your reat 


ity programming right here. 

College football is the Best Damn Reality Show, Period, what 
with 16 weeks of riveting regular-season action, where it’s often 
one-and-done in the national title chase. 

Sure beats three lousy weeks of March Madness. 

It always adds up to a better version of Survivor — with all 
the blood and guts, but no drinking or eating of them. 

This season, though, looks to be more like an episode of Mr. 
Personality, where masked suitors are judged on everything but 
their looks. 

And once that mask comes off — that is, once the season 


starts — you never know what you're going to get. It could be 
a whole lot of ugly 

Three teams stand above the rest — Oklahoma, Miami and 
Ohio State. Not much debate there. But none is the mortal lock 
you might find in another season. The quarterback position could 
tum into an unsightly blemish for both the Sooners and ‘Canes, 
while Ohio State ... well, c'mon, the defending champ wasn’t 
that pretty of a team last year. 

Odds are, only one will tum out to be the real deal. 

In each of the five years of the BCS, half of the national cham- 
pionship matchup featured a team that was ranked No. 1 or 2 in 
the Associated Press preseason poll. 

Ah, but in four of those years, the other side of the field has 
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been filled with teams deemed in the preseason no better than 
a double-digit midget. And three of the preseason underdogs 
have tured out to be top dogs by the end. 


_ PRESEASON RANKINGS TO TITLE GAME 


CHAMPION /RUNNER- UP 
Tennessee (10) Florida State (2) 
Florida State (1) Virginia Tech (13) 

~ Oklahoma (19) Florida State (2) 
Miami (2) Nebraska (4) 
Ohio State (13) Miami (1) 


Ultimately, it will be 
decided on the field — 
Outhustle, Outhit, 
Outscore! — without 
the abusive commentary 
from Simon, but with 
a little voting help from 
the BCS computers. 
Until then, getting there 
is all the fun on our spin 
around the college foot- 
ball dial: 

Fear Factor: We 
make Dennis Franchione 
step foot in Tuscaloosa. 
again. 

Get Me Out of 
Here, I'm a Celebrity: 
Flashback to the last 
thing old pals Dennis 
Erickson and Mike Price 
said when they left the 
Pac-10’s most remote 
outposts — Oregon 
State and Washington 
State — for the bright 
lights of the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers and Univer- 
sity of Alabama. 

America’s Most 
Talented Kid (Brother): All about Virginia Tech redshirt freshman. 
quarterback Marcus Vick, who challenged talented incumbent 
Bryan Randall for playing time in the spring. Vick might be further 
along in his development at this early stage than his NFL hot stuff 
brother Michael, the 2001 NFL top draft choice. Eli Manning quali- 
fies here, too, but he’s on a bigger marquee ... 

American Idol: Our winner: Eli Manning. In Mississippi, the 
Mannings are something of a royal family, and this season, the last 
in the current line — Eli, son of Archie, brother of Tennessee traitor 
Peyton — can graduate from being a Souther icon to the nation’s 
favorite gunslinging quarterback ... especially if he leads the Rebels 
to their first SEC title in 40 years. 

Who Wants to be a Millionaire: Contestants limited to any- 
one who puts a whistle around his neck. In the Big 12 alone, there 


are seven coaches making at least $1 million a year ... and that 
includes a guy who has a losing record in two years of head coach- 
ing experience (new Baylor boss Guy Morriss). About a third of the 
63 BCS teams have a coach pulling down a cool mil, with many 
others just a Lexus away. Remember, it wasn’t until late November 
1995 that a football coach (Florida State's Bobby Bowden) was 
awarded a million-dollar contract. 

Fear Factor Il: We give BCS officials the choice of being 
dunked into a pit of live, venomous snakes or having three unde- 
feated teams after the regular season. 

Amazing Race: Our Heisman special. When guys like USC QB 
Carson Palmer, lowa QB Brad Banks, Penn State RB Larry Johnson 
and Miami RB Willis 
McGahee come from 
way back on the 
national depth chart to. 
challenge for the Heis- 
man top spot... well, 
that just points out how 
stupid it is to make 
predicting the Heisman 
a year-around pursuit. 
But the hype monster is 
hungry. So we feed it. 
Looking for some long- 
shots in a race that is 
likely to be as crazy as 
last season’s? How 
about North Carolina 
State RB T.A. McLen- 
don, Missouri QB Brad 
Smith and Michigan QB 
John Navarre. 

Joe Millionaire: 
Starring Rick Neuheisel. 
In a perfect bit of cast- 
ing, Slick Rick fills the 
role of a guy who 
keeps on lying to make 
people like him. With a 
resume that includes 
frequent work on the 
fringes of the truth, 
Neuheisel won the audition for our show when he crossed the line 
and brought his athletic department into his web of deceit by hav- 
ing his sports information director use official UW lettethead to 
falsely deny his contact with the San Francisco 49ers. 

Star Search: Always looking for the next big thing in college 
football, our finalists include: 

+ Texas A&M junior Jason Carter. A little-used backup quarter- 
back who was converted to Dennis Franchione’s pet “A-back” 
position, the jack-of-all-trades runner/receiver/retumer, posted 
181 total yards in the Aggies’ spring game. 

+ Virginia freshman linebacker Ahmad Brooks. He was, in some 
circles, the nation’s top high school defender in 2001. After need- 
ing more time to work on academics, he enrolled in January and 
mace an immediate impression. His mere appearance in the spring 
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game ignited a huge roar from the crowd. Said coach Al Groh: 
“He makes the crowd buzz, huh?” 

+ Oklahoma defensive back Donte Nicholson. A strong safety 
from Mount San Antonio (Calif.) Junior College, he was buried in 
praise from coach Bob Stoops this spring as he eamed a starting 
spot and might be the Sooners’ missing puzzle piece. 

+ UTEP kicker Holly Cohen. After New Mexico's Katie Hnida 
had an extra point blocked in the Las Vegas Bowl, the race is still 
on to become the first woman to score in a major-college football 
game. Best bet is Cohen, a Miners’ soccer star who was 5-for-5 
on field goals (long of 37) in the spring game, fueling talk that 
she might get a PAT opportunity early in the season. Ms. Cohen, 
the Today Show on line one ... 

Extreme Makeover: After last year's players’ revolt at Arizona 
and subsequent tearful apology from John Mackovic, we follow 
the aristocratic head coach in his search for his kinder, gentler 
side. Our suggestion for image makeover: Lose the business 
suits, liberally borrow sweater vests from Jim Tressel’s closet. 

Are You Hot? Ohio State's Maurice Clarett is when he’s run- 
ning all over the field, Not so much when he's running his mouth 
off the field. 


Sugar Bowl 

Jan. 4, 2004, 7 p.m. ET 

No. I vs. No. 2 

Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma vs. Miami 

Other prime candidates: Ohio State, Michigan, Auburn 


Rose Bowl 

Jan. 1, 2004, 5 p.m. ET 

Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 

Lindy's pick: USC vs. Ohio State 

Other prime candidates: Washington, Michigan 


Orange Bowl 

Jan. 1, 2004, 8:30 p.m. ET 

ACC or Big East champ vs. BCS at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Maryland vs, Aubum 

Other prime candidates: Florida State, North Carolina State, Vir- 
ginia, Tennessee, Georgia 


Fiesta Bowl 

Jan. 2, 2004, 8 p.m. ET 

Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Texas* vs. Michigan 

Other prime candidates: Kansas State, Tennessee 


*Replaces Oklahoma, which is in the national title Sugar Bowl. 


Texas A&M fired the biggest winner on the list — R.C. Slocum 
— but also stands to be the biggest winner by hiring Dennis Fran- 
chione. It was the kind of move better made now, before Okla- 
homa and Texas run out of sight in the Big 12 South. 

Overall, the BCS conferences stood relatively pat, with only 
four firings — Baylor, Michigan State, A&M and UCLA. 

With the departure of Bobby Williams at Michigan State and 
the addition of Karl Dorrell at UCLA, the number of African-Ameri- 
can head coaches in Division I-A remained at four out of 117 — 
3.4 percent. 


‘School E d, Yrs 5 
Alabama Dennis Franchione 17-8 (2 yrs) Mike Price 
Franchione dissed ‘Bama Nation by bolting Tuscaloosa for Texas 
A&M; Price dissapointed ‘Bama Nation with his ungentlemanly 
behavior in the spring. 


Ball State Bill Lynch 37-53 (8 yrs) Brady Hoke 
After a 6-6 season, the Cardinals turned to Hoke, a former Ball State 
linebacker who spent the past eight years as a Michigan assistant. 


Baylor Kevin Steele 9-36 (4 yrs) Guy Morriss 
While Morriss brought his multiple spread offense from Kentucky, 
Steele landed on his feet as linebackers coach at Florida State. 


Bowling Green Urban Meyer 17-6 (2yrs) Gregg Brandon 
One of the game's hot young coaches, Meyer hopped on the next 
steppingstone to Utah; Brandon, the assistant head coach, was the 
players’ choice, 


East Carolina Steve Logan 69-58 (111 yrs) John Thompson 
Thompson jumps from Florida defensive coordinator to head coach. 
The last two to do so: Marshall's Bob Pruett and Oklahoma's Bob 
Stoops. Not bad. 


Houston Dana Dimel 8:-26(3 yrs) Art Brles 
Dime'’s time was cut short after building a 5-7 season in 2002. In his 
place, the Cougars get a guy who has lived and breathed football in 
the state of Texas. 


Kentucky Guy Morriss 9-14 (2 yrs) Rich Brooks 
Outbid for Morriss by Baylor, Kentucky flirted with Bill Parcells and 
others before reaching back for the ex-Oregon and ex-St. Louis Rams 
boss. 


La-Monroe Mike Collins 3-6 (1 yr) Tim Rebowe 
Collins fared well enough after Bobby Keasler’s early season resigna- 
tion, but stepped down in April after an arrest for suspicion of DWI, 
leaving Rebowe as interim coach while the search dragged on. 
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Louisville John L. Smith 41-21 (S yrs) Bob Petrino 
Not much more Smith could have done at Louisville, so he left for 
greener Michigan State pastures. Petrino was the O-coordinator at 
Auburn. 


Michigan St. Bobby Williams 16-173 yrs) John L. Smith 
Williams’ 2002 season was a pure mess on and off the field. Now 
Smith gets to find out what big-conference pressure is all about. 


Oregon State Dennis Erickson 31-17 (4 yrs) Mike Riley 

Two coaches with unfinished business: Erickson in the NFL with the 
49ers, Riley back at Oregon State to continue what he helped start in 
‘97-98, 


Texas A&M RC. Slocum 123-47-2 (14 yrs) Dennis Franchione 
Not even a .721 winning percentage could save Slocum from the 
new AD's axe; program-builder Franchione has solid foundation this 
time. 


Tulsa Keith Burns 7-28 (3 yrs) Steve Kragthorpe 
Kragthorpe, 38, was hired off the staff of the Buffalo Bills, where he 
coached Drew Bledsoe and the rest of the QBs. Burns lost 20 of his 
final 21 games. 


UCLA Bob Toledo 49-32 (7 yrs) Karl Dorrell 

Not the big-dollar pick a school like UCLA might have been able to 
attract, but Dorrell is a young coach (39) who bleeds powder blue 
and has lots of upside. 


Utah Ron McBride 88-63 (13 yrs) Urban Meyer 
Nice-guy McBride had started to tread water. Utah hopes Meyer and 
his glitzy offense brings back the winning ... and the fans. 


Washington St. Mike Price 83-77 (14 yrs) Bill Doba 
Price was maxed out at Washington State, leaving faithful Doba, 
a Coug assistant for 14 years, his first college head coaching job. 
Mke Levenseller waits in the wings. 


Wyoming Vic Koenning 5-29 (3 yrs) Joe Glenn 
Glenn, who had a |-AA power at Montana said, “It's an opportunity 
to coach at the highest level in the nation.” Was he talking about 
Laramie's altitude? 


Virginia — Maryland and N.C. State have already “risen” in 
the ACC ... and now comes Al Groh’s fine recruiting and pro-style 
approach to challenge FSU. 

TCU — Young backfield of QB Tye Gunn and RB Lonta Hobbs 
makes Frogs ready to consistently push aside Louisville as 
Conference USA's top program. 

Central Florida — With the Knights’ ready supply of local tal- 
ent, it seems only a matter of time before UCF-Marshall becomes 
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Foes now fear Cavs. Virginia cries wolf no more. 


the annual MAC game of the year. 

Missouri — Gary Pinkel has his quarterback centerpiece — 
sophomore Brad Smith. If he gets a defense, the Big 12 big boys 
better be watching their backs. 

Connecticut — Football might not make it to the level of the 
UConn hoops programs, but it has resources — a new stadium, 
etc. — and a conference to join (Big East, 2005). 
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Will Husker fans accept more six-loss seasons from Solich? 


Frank Solich, Nebraska 

The next coaching shake-up in Lincoln will see Solich, not his 
assistants, get shucked. 
Dan Guerrero, UCLA 

First-year athletic director will be judged more on basketball 
hire, but took a chance on unproven head coach Karl Dorrell. 
Chris Rix, Florida State 

Has to be a solid leader, perfect citizen — and a dam fine QB 
— to atone for 2002 missteps. 
Ron Zook, Florida 

Borrowed some time with super recruiting, but more winning 
is the only currency that matters. 


How about the Hokies’ Hall ... he can beat you both ways. 


John Navarre, Michigan 
If quarterback doesn’t stem rival Ohio State's momentum, 
legacy will read: “Three-time loser to Buckeyes.” 


It was a novelty when Michigan comerback Charles Woodson 
won the Heisman in 1997 by wooing voters with his two-way 
work at receiver (as well as his electric punt returns). 

Five years later, Ohio State's Chris Gamble did the “reverse 
Woodson” by moving from receiver to cornerback at mid-season 
... and then did Woodson one better by starting at both posi- 
tions. His 60-minute work was a necessity for Ohio State to win 
the national title. 

And now, we've got ourselves a trend. 

In addition to Gamble, here are four more defensive 
backs/receivers who could be two-way starters in 2003: 

* DeAngelo Hall, Virginia Tech. He was already the Hok- 
ies’ top comerback and punt returner; he ended spring in line to 
get 30 plays or so per game at wideout, too. 

 Keiwan Ratliff, Florida. A full-time starting cornerback, 
Ratliff also started two games at receiver last season and caught 
a 33-yard TD pass in the Outback Bowl. 

* Mark Jones, Tennessee. The Vols’ missing playmaker 
could be right here, after the starting safety caught four passes for 
152 yards and two TDs in the spring game. 

* Illinois Eric McGoey. He's projected as a starter at safety, 
and will be called on to help a young receiving corps and play on 
almost all special teams. 
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Comeback 
Players of the Year 


You could fill a stretch Hummer limo with running backs who 
played barely or not at all last season due to injury. As such, it 
might be time to create a new postseason award — the MVT. 


Most Valuable Trainer. 

The list of hobbled running backs trying to sprint back to 
greatness includes former national rushing leaders, such as 
Nevada's Chance Kretschmer (2001's champ with 1,732 yards), 
Utah's Marty Johnson (who was No. 1 after two games last sea- 
son) and Georgia Tech's Tony Hollings (who had the lead after 
four games last year). All are trying to come back from knee 
injuries. 


The list also features: 

‘| Maryland's Bruce Perry, the 2001 ACC Player of the Year who 
retumed late last season from a knee injury to rush for a piddling 
341 yards. He appeared to be back in top form this spring. 
"Florida State's Greg Jones, a bullish 250-pounder who could 
have been a first-round choice in the 2003 draft if he hadn't 
blown out his knee with five games left in last season. He'll face 
competition this fall from hotshot redshirt freshman Lorenzo 
Booker. 

1! Miami's Frank Gore, a legit 
Heisman threat after missing 
last season because of a spring 
knee injury. He was the heir 
apparent to Clinton Portis 
before Gore's injury allowed 
Willis McGahee to pick up the 
baton. 

| Auburn junior Camell 
Williams, making his way back 
from a season-ending 
fractured leg and ankle prob- 
lems. He has All-America 
potential, although he's not 
likely to get enough carries for that in a jam-packed Tigers back- 
field. Still, he’s Aubum’s hottest bolt of lightning. 


Frank Gore 


More? 

There's former All-Pac-10 back Clarence Farmer of Arizona; 
he's trying to overcome a knee injury, a spring suspension and 
some academic hot water. And Minnesota's Marion Barber Ill, 
who rushed for 742 yards as a freshman, averaging 6.3 yards 
a carry, before taking a medical redshirt last season because of 
hamstring problems. And don't forget SMU’s ShanDerrick 
Charles, who had two 200-yard games as a true freshman in 
2001 and was ready to become a national name last season 
before stress fractures in his back forced him to redshirt. 

Other comebacks of sorts include Notre Dame's Julius Jones, 
whose fate was to be determined in the summer after missing 


last season due to academics, and Arkansas’ Cedric Cobbs. 

Razorbacks coach Houston Nutt, who coached at Oklahoma 
State during the days of Barry Sanders and Thurman Thomas, 
once gushed that Cobbs could be better than either of those stars. 
That was after Cobbs’ sensational 1999 freshman season; since 
then, Cobbs has battled injuries, legal troubles and a trip to Nutt’s 
doghouse. Slimmed down to 225, Cobbs, a co-starter at the end 
of spring, has a final chance at stardom. 


In addition to all the studs coming back from injuries at run- 
ning back, here are five All-America players who missed at least 
a majority of last season and have something to prove all over 
again as they try to regain their previous form. 


' Fresno State WR Bernard Berrian 

+ 2001: Broke WAC single-season record with 2,776 all-purpose 
yards. 

+ 2002: Suffered season-ending knee injury in opener vs. Wisconsin. 
+ 2003: Explosive retumer joins forces with Marque Davis to give 
young gun QB Paul Pinegar two excellent receiving targets. 


‘Tennessee LB Kevin Burnett 

+ 2001: Made 52 tackles, with 6.5 for loss, including 3.5 sacks, 
+ 2002: Poised for breakout year, suffered season-ending knee 
injury in opener. 

+ 2003: Tennessee willing to build defense around Bumett, a 
potential All-American at outside linebacker who can also play 
tush end. 


| USC DT Shaun Cody 

+ 2001: Freshman All-American with 39 stops, five sacks. 

+ 2002: Honorable mention All-Pac-10 despite missing final seven 
games. 

+ 2003: Missed spring because of knee, but expected to return in 
fall to what could be nation’s top D-line. He might be talented 
team’s most talented player. 


§ Wisconsin WR Lee Evans 

+ 2001: Finalist for Biletnikoff Award after 75 catches for 1,545 
yards, nine TDs. 

+ 2002: Blew out his knee in spring game and couldn't make it 
back in the fall. 

+ 2003: Fifth-year senior rejoins high-powered Wisconsin offense; 
in 2001, he caught five TDs of more than 30 yards from Jim Sorgi, 
the projected 2003 starter. 


‘| Georgia Tech DE Greg Gathers 

+ 2001: Led ACC with 10 sacks; all-league for second consecutive 
year. 

+ 2002: Played in only three games due to kidney ailment. 

+ 2003: School's career sack leader (31) wasn’t cleared for contact 
in the spring, but should be ready in the fall at one of Tech's 
‘strongest positions. 
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The 2004 NFL Draft 


Here's our annual look to the future ... 2003 college players with the brightest NFL 
futures heading into the 2004 NFL Draft. 


No. Player Pos. Team 
1 Eli Manning QB Ole Miss 
2 Tommie Harris* DT Oklahoma 
3 Roy Williams WR Texas 
4 Vince Wilfork* DT Miami 
5 Reggie Williams* WR Washington 
6 DJ. Williams LB Miami 
7 Marlin Jackson* cB Michigan 
8 Kellen Winslow* TE Miami 
9 Kevin Jones* RB Virginia Tech 
10 Shawn Andrews* OT Arkansas 
i Chris Gamble* cB Ohio State 
12 Will Smith DE Ohio State 
13 Rashaun Woods WR Oklahoma State 
A 14 Frank Gore* RB Miami 
Seniousielayer 5 jnsthan Vina is Miami 
16 Derrick Strait cB Oklahoma 
© WISE GUY. NEWS AND NOTES ANB Uy NeNSsIShy, 3 Ad 
18 Robert Gallery OT lowa 
INTANGIBLE INFORMATION 19 Lance Mitchell LB Oklahoma 
O-LIVE ODDS UPDATES 20 Nat Dorsey" oT Georgia Tech 
AS OFTEN-AS EVERY 15 MINUTES 21 Lee Evans WR Wisconsin 
© COMPUTER TRENDS AND SYSTEMS 22 Derrick Johnson” LB Texas 
© ACCURATE AND LATE BREAKING 23 Ben Roethlisberger QB Miami (Ohio) 
INJURY. INFORMATION Ze dates els Dk deve 
25 Steven Jackson* RB Oregon State 
© REAL TIME WEATHER REPORTS 6 Teddy Lehman LB Oklshom 
© FREE PICKS 27 Sean Taylor* s Miami 
28 Greg Jones RB Florida State 
29 Madieu Williams Ss Maryland 
Affordable, 30 Claude Harriott DE Pittsburgh 
Honest, 31 Brandon Everage s Oklahoma 
Independently 32 David Pollack” DE Georgia 
33 Rod Davis LB Souther Miss 
Docu rae nted 34 Jerricho Cotchery WR North Carolina State 
Handicappers 35 Darrion Scott DL Ohio State 
36 Michael Boulware LB Florida State 
37 DeMarco McNeil DT Aubum 
The Fastest 38 Carlos Joseph* oT Miami 
Scores 39 Dexter Reid Ss North Carolina 
iz 40 Fred Gibson* WR Georgia 
and Odds in ry Braylon Edwards* WR ete 
North America 42 Damell Dockett DT Florida State 
43 Casey Clausen QB Tennessee 
44 Tony Pa oT Michigan 
@ © Avaitatie 24 hours a Day! 45 Matt Schaub OB Virgins 
46 Shannon Snell OG Florida 
47 Darius Watts WR Marshall 
48 Randy Starks* DT Maryland 
49 Grant Wiley LB West Virginia 
50 Antonio Hall OT Kentucky 


www.FreeScoreboard.com 
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Ton Awards Candidates 


HEISMAN TROPHY 


Outstanding Player 
Downtown Athletic Club of New York 


1. Maurice Clarett, RB, Ohio State 

2. Eli Manning, QB, Ole Miss 

3. Frank Gore, RB, Miami 

4. Roy Williams, WR, Texas 

5. Chris Gamble, DB/WR, Ohio State 

6. Kevin Jones, RB, Virginia Tech 

7. Philip Rivers, QB, North Carolina State 

8. Casey Clausen, QB, Tennessee 

9, Reggie Williams, WR, Washington 
10, Ell Roberson, QB, Kansas State 
2002 winner: Carson Palmer, USC 


BRONKO NAGURSKI AWARD 
Outstanding Defensive Player 
Charlotte TD Club/FWAA 


1. David Pollack, DE, Georgia 

2. Teddy Lehman, LB, Oklahoma 

3. Jonathan Vilma, LB, Miami 

4. Will Smith, DE, Ohio State 

5. Shawn Taylor, S, Miami 

6. Rod Davis, LB, Souther Miss 

7. Karlos Dansby, LB, Aubum 

8. Michael Boulware, LB, Florida State 

9. Kevin Bumett, LB, Tennessee. 
10. Courtney Watson, LB, Notre Dame 
2002 winner: Terrell Suggs, DE, Arizona 
State 


OUTLAND TROPHY 


Interior Lineman. 
Football Writers Association of America 


1, Shawn Andrews, OT, Arkansas 

2. Tommie Harris, DT, Oklahoma 

3. Vince Wilfork, DT, Miami 

4. Robert Gallery, OT, lowa 

5. Brandon Kennedy, DT, North Texas 


2002 winner: Rien Long, DT, Washington 


State 


LOMBARDI AWARD 
Lineman/Linebacker 
Rotary Club of Houston 


1. David Pollack, DE, Georgia 

2. Teddy Lehman, LB, Oklahoma 

3. Will Smith, DE, Ohio State 

4. Derrick Johnson, LB, Texas 

5. Karlos Dansby, LB, Aubum 

2002 winner: Terrell Suggs, DE, Arizona 
State 


DAVEY O'BRIEN AWARD 
Quarterback 
Charitable Trust of Fort Worth 


1. Eli Manning, Ole Miss 

2. Philip Rivers, North Carolina State 
3. Cody Pickett, Washington 

4. Casey Clausen, Tennessee 

5. Matt Schaub, Virginia 

2002 winner: Brad Banks, lowa 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 


Running Back 
GTE/SMU Athletic Forum, Dallas 


1. Maurice Clarett, Ohio State 

2. Frank Gore, Miami 

3, Kevin Jones, Virginia Tech 

4. Darren Sproles, Kansas State 

5, Bruce Perry, Maryland 

2002 winner: Larry Johnson, Penn State 


BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
Wide Receiver 
Quarterback Club of Tallahassee 


1, Roy Williams, Texas. 

2. Reggie Williams, Washington 

3. Rashaun Woods, Oklahoma State 

4, Lanry Fitzgerald, Pittsburgh 

5. Mike Williams, USC 

2002 winner: Charles Rogers, Michigan 
State 


BUTKUS AWARD 
Linebacker 


3. Rod Davis, Southem Miss 

4, Courtney Watson, Notre Dame 

5. Karlos Dansby, Aubum 

2002 winner: E.J. Henderson, Maryland 


THORPE AWARD 
Defensive Back 
Athletic Club of Oklahoma City 


1. Chris Gamble, CB, Ohio State 

2. Marlin Jackson, CB, Michigan. 

3. Sean Taylor, S, Miami 

4. Derrick Strait, CB, Oklahoma 

5. Jim Leonhard, S, Wisconsin, 

2002 winner: Terence Newman, CB, 
Kansas State 
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We’ ve been reasonably 
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(and beating) college 
football over the years 
and are hoping for another 
good season. If you are 
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a football service this year, 
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Bowl Schedule: 2003-2004 


New Orleans Bowl 
New Orleans (Superdome) 
Lindy’s pick: North Texas vs. Tulane 


Dec. 16,7 p.m 
Sun Belt #1 vs. C-USA #4 


GMAC Bowl Dec. 18, 8pm. 
Mobile, Ala. (Ladd Peebles Stadium) MAC or WAC vs. C-USA #2 
Lindy's pick: Central Florida vs. Southern Miss 


Tangerine Bowl 
Orlando (Citrus Bowl) 
Lindy’s pick: Virginia vs. Nebraska 


Dec. 22, 5:30 p.m. 
ACC vs. Big 12 #5-6 


Fort Worth Bowl 
Dallas (Amon Carter Stadium) 
Lindy’s pick: Texas Tech vs. Louisville 


Dec. 23, 7:30 p.m. 
Big 12 #8 vs. C-USA #5 


Las Vegas Bowl 
Las Vegas (Sam Boyd) 
Lindy’s pick: Oregon State vs. Air Force 


Dec. 24, 7:30 p.m 
Pac-10 #5 vs. MWC #2 


Hawaii Bowl 
Honolulu (Aloha) 
Lindy's pick: Cincinnati vs. Hawaii 


Dec. 25, 8 p.m. 
C-USA #3 vs. WAC 


Motor City Bowl 
Detroit (Ford Field) 
Lindy’s pick: Marshall vs. Illinois 


Dec. 26, 5 p.m. 
MAC #1-2vs. open 


Insight Bowl 
Phoenix (Bank One Ballpark) 
Lindys pick: Notre Dame vs. UCLA 


Dec. 26, 8:30 p.m. 
Big East #3 vs. Pac-10 #4 


Continental Tire Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. (Ericsson) 
Lindy’s pick: Virginia Tech vs. Clemson 


Dec. 27, TBD 
Big East vs. ACC 


Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio (Alamodome) 
Lindy’s pick: Penn State vs. Texas A&M 


Dec. 29, 9 p.m. 
Big Ten #4 vs. Big 12 #4 


Houston Bowl 
Houston (Astrodome) 
Lindy’s pick: Colorado vs. Arkansas 


Dec, 30, 4:30 p.m 
Big 12 #5-7 vs. SEC #68 


Silicon Valley Classic 
San Jose, Calif. (Spartan) 
Lindy’s pick: Fresno State vs. Oregon 


Dec. 30, 7:30 p.m. 
WAC #1-2 vs. Pac-10 #6 


Holiday Bowl Dec. 30, 8 p.m. 
San Diego (Qualcomm) Pac-10 #2vs. Big 12 #3 
Lindy's pick: Washington vs. Oklahoma State 


San Francisco Bowl 
San Francisco (Pacific Bell Park) 
Lindy’s pick: New Mexico vs. West Virginia 


Dec. 31, 10:30 a.m. 
MWC #3 vs. Big East 


Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas (Sun Bowl) 
Lindy's pick: lowa vs. Arizona State 


Dec. 31, 2p.m. 
Pac-10 #3 vs. Big Ten #5 


Liberty Bowl 
Memphis (Liberty) 
Lindy’s pick: TCU vs. Colorado State 


Dec. 31, 3:30 p.m. 
C-USA #1 vs. MWC #1 


Music City Bowl Dec. 31,4 p.m. 
Nashville (Adelphia Coliseum) SEC #6-8 vs. Big Ten #5 
Lindy’s pick: South Carolina vs. Minnesota 


Independence Bowl 
Shreveport (Independence Bow!) 
Lindy’s pick: Ole Miss vs. Missouri 


Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. 
SEC #6-8 vs. Big 12 #5-7 


Humanitarian Bowl 
Boise, Idaho (Broncos Stadium) 
Lindy’s pick: Boise State vs. BYU 


Dec. 31, TBD 
WAC #1-2vs, open 


Capital One Bowl 
Orlando (Citrus Bowl) 
Lindy’s pick: Florida vs. Purdue 


Jan. 1,1 p.m 
SEC #2 vs. Big Ten #2 


Outback Bow! 
Tampa Bay (Raymond James) 
Lindy’s pick: Wisconsin vs. Georgia 


Jan. 1, 11 a.m. 
Big Ten #3 vs. SEC #35, 


Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. (Alltel Stadium) 
Lindy’s pick: Florida State vs. Pittsburgh 


Jan. 1, 12:30 p.m. 
ACC #2.vs. Big East #2 


Peach Bowl Jan. 1, 4:30 p.m. 
Atlanta (Georgia Dome) SEC #3-5 vs. ACC #3 
Lindy's pick: LSU vs. North Carolina State 


Rose Bowl 
Pasadena (Rose Bowl) 
Lindy’s pick: USC vs. Ohio State 


Jan. 1,5 p.m. 
Pac-10 #1 vs. Big Ten #1 


Orange Bowl 
Miami (Orange Bow) 
Lindy’s pick: Maryland vs. Auburn 


Jan. 1, 8 p.m. 
ACC #1/Big East #1 vs. BCS 


Cotton Bow! Jan. 2,2p.m. 
Dallas (Cotton Bowl) Big 12 #2 vs. SEC #3-5 
Lindy's pick: Kansas State vs. Tennessee 


Fiesta Bowl 
Tempe, Ariz. (Sun Devil Stadium) 
Lindy's pick: Michigan vs. Texas 


Jan. 2,8 p.m. 
Big 12 #1 vs. at-large 


Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans (Superdome) 
Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma vs. Miami 


Jan. 4, 8 p.m. 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 


Notes: Notre Dame is included as part of the Big East bow! pool (other than the league's BCS spot). The SEC order of picks is arranged 
by geography and other factors, not strictly by order of finish in the league. Most bowls have options with conferences beyond strict 
order of standings. Bowl projections may differ from order of conference projections due to regional selections, bowls avoiding 


rematches and “trading” teams for better fits. All times ET. 
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Shelby Perkins 
It's easy to see why the 
In the Grove eyes of Texas are on 


There's nothing like ae 3 aie 
a Saturday morning in celnigiilainig) (elatelerpilete|otel” 


>) 


Martka Anne 


| Oxford, getting ready to 
pull for the Rebels. 


Maves Varne 
This junior anthropolot 
psychology major fro. 
Raleigh hopes for 

a Tar Heel resurgence. 


Melissa Lindutf 
Cheering for the Sooners 
(Lindy's national title choice), 
Melissa hails from 

Yukon ... Oklahoma. 


Maggie Hill 

This Oklahoma State pom 
squad member has seen her 
Cowboys win two straight 
over their cross-state rivals. 


Kirsten 

This communications major 
is a southern California girl 
- hometown San Diego, 
home team UCLA. 


Jocelyn 
A Peach State 
native, Jocelyn 
enjoys watching 
men’s soccer ... and 
cheering for the Irish 
whatever the sport. 


Football Nut 


Us 


Heather Assof 
A native of La Mesa, she | 
\ is a junior in business 
\ administration, | 
cheering the Trojans § 
back to prominence. 


Kristen Sraith 
Kristen, a junior from 
Plano, is a biology major — 


i Shuree Kurtz 
» Shuree, a senior 
\ journalism major, 

\ enjoys dancing, 
| reading, working 
out and pulling for 
4 her hometown 

| Ducks. 


BetOnSports.com the most trusted name in offshore gaming, once again tops our list as the industry leader. The entire 
world has been captivated by this sporting giant. Whether it be incentives, customer service, clarity of 
telecommunications, payouts or professionalism, BoS breezed through our 12 pt check list of relevant factors in choosing 
a sportbook. Gaining notoriety from such entities as the Jim Rome Show, the Howard Stern Show, Fox Sports and 
others, BoS has quickly become the Coca-Cola of gaming. Championing their VIP loyalty program extravaganza, BoS 
has not only raised the bar, but raised the roof. We are sure that you will follow our honest recommendation to join the 
elite BetOnSports.com, and you will experience the sports wagering company that the entire world is talking about. 


Millennium Sports has been recognized as the leader in the sports wagering industry for almost a decade. Smart 
bettors everywhere know that Millennium Sports has the best teaser odds in the world, hands down! Millennium 
Sports features a two-team six-point teaser at even money, a two-team seven-point teaser at -115 and a three-team 10- 
point teaser at -110. When you combine the world’s best teaser odds with Millennium’s generous bonus offers you get a 
wagering value that cannot be beat. Find out why Millennium Sports is on everyone's list of the top sportsbooks by 
calling one of their professional customer service representatives today at 1-800-921-BETS or join online in minutes at 
BetMill.com 


JagBet.com - This season, Jaguar Sports has blown us out of the water again with their incredible expansion. Once 
the glowing prodigy of the industry, we have seen Jaguar exceed everyone's expeciations of the past 9 years. They 
have clearly become the “One to watch”. Other sportsbooks are even trying to follow in Jaguar's paw prints for their 
revolutionary online betting program, employee training techniques, and their exclusive, “Win or your money back” 
promotion. Now sprawling throughout a 50,000 square foot facility, the fastest growing sportsbook is now a legitimate 
contender for the biggest. Join JagBet.com today and discover why. 


Buwwijagbet!com@——nn!:655:888:9984) 


Customer service is the main theme at MVP Sportsbook, and their ability to deliver is unsurpassed. It's no surprise to 
see this company on our Top Ranked list again, as they've graced these rankings for 3 years ina row. Licensed in Costa 
Rica since 1995, they have gained endorsement by the OSGA and the ISBC. This innovative company is the originator 
of the incredible "14 point Teaser", which is an exclusive wager to this sportsbook. To go along with that great teaser 
option, MVP boasts some of the highest pariay and teaser payoff odds in the world. Their clients also enjoy generous 
signup and referral bonuses, and are continuing to offer their "Percentage of Losses Back" promotion as well. Whether 
you are a high roller or a casual player, it's easy to recognize that this organization treats all of is customers as their 
"Most Valuable Players”. 


SiwwwAMVPbets*compn!-G66.63;71168;7 


BettorsTrust.com — If you haven't noticed yet, there is a wagering company who has been changing the way the industry 
is shaped for the past 5 years. We reviewed Bettorstrust.com and were not only impressed with the size, service, and 
financial stability of this company, but also much more. With that in mind, they have unveiled some of the most creative and 
profitable options for players to capitalize upon. We loved their incredible insurance plans, hedge betting funds, losses back 
programs, and top pariay payouts. If you are a player who has a desire to make the most money possible on this year’s 
wagers, you can not afford to overlook our top pick for “earning potential’. BettorsTrust.com offers the options you need, 
and has the vision and resources to be there for you every step of the way. 


Givwwwibettorstrustcompey-666:56,7:2387 
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Lyndsey Jolly 

A junior marketing major 
this Tiger cheerleader 
enjoys hiking, skiing and 
cooking. 


im t 


Lis! Duncan 

‘ ail Lisl, a native of 

. Moraga, CA, } 

is an English 


major who is | 
into singing, 
reading and 
working 

with kids. 


We think we can 


save the world: 
One person at a time.. 
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Children should not have « + 
to go to bed hungry at night. 


*** The ability to see clearly is 
often a gift taken for granted. 


We believe we are oure oes 
7h “brother’s keeper”. We are 
N a . 4 
Call 1 800/923-5580 dedicated to meeting human 
E-mail: Lifelnt1HQ@aol.com needs in underdeveloped 
Visit us on the web: www.lifeintl.org countries around the world. 


Ipfernation 


BY BILL SORRELL 


Many would come to think that the sun rose on her son. 
Mark Richt, University of Georgia football coach, would be among 
them. 

When Sunset Cleckler Bowden gave birth to her son, Robert 
Cleckler Bowden, she named him for her father. 

The name of Bobby Bowden has become synonymous with 
college football. 
Bowden, Florida 
State football coach, 
is second on the list 
of all-time winning 
NCAA Division I-A 
coaches with 332 
victories. 

It was at Florida 
State that Richt, the 
2002 Southeastem 
Conference Coach of 
the Year after lead- 
ing the Bulldogs to 
their first SEC cham- 
pionship in 20 
years, got to know 
Bowden. 

Richt was on his 
way to LSU when 
Bowden offerend him a job as a graduate assistant in 1985. “That 
‘was a big turing point for me,” said Richt, 43. 

Facing the death of a player, Richt made a decision about life. 

The Florida State team huddled together in 1986 as Bowden 
told them the tragic news that a player, Pablo Lopez, had been 
shot and killed. 

“Now he’s gone. | don’t know where he is going to spend 
etemity,” said Bowden, who asked a question that Richt had to 
think hard to answer. 

“If that had been you, do you know where you would spend 
etemity?” Bowden asked. 

Standing in the back of the room, Richt said to himself, “I did- 
n't know. | dicin’t know if | had come to the saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. | dicin’t like to think of where | might be going.” 

The next moming Richt went to Bowden’s office. There Bow- 
den led Richt to the Lord as he prayed for Christ to become his 
savior. Richt was 26. 

“That's one of the best things that happen in life,” said Bow- 
den, who became a Christian when he was 10. “I knew God 
worked through me to make it happen. That is what life is all 
about for me.” 

‘At the University of Miami where he was a back-up quarter- 
back to Buffalo Bills star Jim Kelly, Richt had thought about mak- 
ing a decision for Christ. 

“Seeds had been planted,” said Richt. He watched a team- 
mate, defensive back John Peasley, have a “miraculous change” 
of life for Christ. 
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“] was attracted to what was happening in his life,” said Richt. 
“But | wasn’t man enough to make that decision at that time.” 

Richt was worried about what his friends or his girlfriend back 
home in Boca Raton might think. “I thought | had to be perfect if 1 
was a Christian. | didn’t want to be a hypocrite.” 

He was also afraid that God may want him to do something 
besides be a “superstar quarterback.” He might send him as a 
missionary in a foreign country. 

“The main focus of my life was me. | was very self-centered. 
In all my thinking pattem, I was very concemed about me; my 
career, my life. After | became a Christian, | became more Christ- 
centered. I was more apt to think about others.” 

Bowden noticed the change. “It was very evident by the way 
he lived his life. He changed his priorities in life because all of a 
sudden Jesus was his No. 1 priority.” 

For Richt, “Christ is everything,” he said. 

Georgia tight end Ben Watson, a senior from Rock Hill, S.C., 
said that his faith has been strengthened by being around Richt 
and assistant coaches Dave Van Halanger and David Johnson. 

“Knowing that we have a head coach who loves the Lord, 
there is freedom for people to witness for Christ. Deep down he 
cares about his players and he cares more about who we are spir- 
itually than who we are as football players,” said Watson, a pas- 
tor's son. 

Team chaplain, Kevin Hynes, Richt's brother-in-law, leads 
prayer for Georgia and opponents after games. The Bulldogs also 
pray in the locker room, thanking God for safety or victory or 
defeat said Watson. 

Watson and Richt share a Bible verse that is significant to 
both, Colossians 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart as working for the Lord, not for men. Since you know 
that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.” 

Rewards have come from hard work. It was through hard 
work and the “grace of God” that Georgia won the SEC said Wat- 
son. “He (Richt) taught us to work hard. That's the bottom line.” 

Said Richt, “I want a team that believes it can win every game 
they play and play as hard as they can for 60 minutes. | want a 
unified team, a team that reaches its full potential whatever that 
may be in any given year. 

“The bottom line is | want them to be better when they leave 
here than when they got here. | want them to get their degree, to 
be prepared to be a good husband, a good father, a good 
employee and a good citizen of this country.” 

Richt’s mission statement doesn’t mention winning and los- 
ing. He wants his coaches to handle responsibilities with “excel- 
lence” and to be dedicated in “assisting our players to reach their 
full potential, in the classroom, on the football field, and in soci- 
ety.” 

Richt, who is reading the Bible through again and attends 
Prince Avenue Baptist Church in Athens, wants his wife, Katharyn, 
and their four children, to know where his strength comes from. 

“| want them to know Christ is at the center of every decision 
I make. My goal is to live a life that is well pleasing to Christ 
above all else,” he said. 
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By Allen Wallace 
SuperPrep 


Previous eight-year rank (7 in 2002, 19, 11, 14, 16, 15, 5, 9) 

The Trojans loaded up everywhere, including a stunning develop- 
ment at quarterback in April when John David Booty decided to bypass 
his senior season at Evangel Christian Academy in Shreveport, La., and 
enroll at USC in the fall, a year ahead of schedule. He could have been 
the top prep player in the class of 2004, 

Booty’s timetable changed when his father was released from his 
position as quarterbacks coach at Evangel Christian 

Back in February, the Trojans stocked up at every other position, 
mostly with in-state All-Americans — 12 of SuperPrep's top 17 California 
prospects signed with USC. Plus, RB Lendale White from Colorado and 
DL Ryan Watson from Louisiana could have signed anywhere they 
wanted. 

Joining White in the backfield are RB Reggie Bush, who sent Notre 
Dame followers into an Internet-wide depression when he didn’t visit 
South Bend, and L.A. bruiser Chauncey Washington. 

Moreover, Pete Carroll landed two superstar receivers — Whitney 
Lewis and Steve Smith, 

Both lines also stand out, led by OLs Sam Baker and Drew 
Radovich as well as DLs Sedric Ellis, Lawrence Jackson and Chris 
Barrett. Each of the DLs is a SuperPrep Elite 50 pick, joining Bush, 
Lewis and White. Two other signees — DB Eric Wright and LB Thomas 
Williams — were named to SuperPrep’s Elite 100 team. 

Seven stellar defensive backs jump on board, including ultra-talented 
Darnell Bing, who signed in ‘02 but enrolled in January. This class has 
an athleticism unmatched by any USC group since the days of John 


McKay. 


Previous eight-year rank (24, 30, 1, 7, 7, 3, 13, 3) 

This probably will always be referred to as the Chris Leak class, 
even if Leak somehow doesn't pan out. The star quarterback, who 
committed at a low point for beleaguered coach Ron Zook served as a 
Pied Piper of sorts, leading recruits into Gainesville at breakneck speed. 

Building off that momentum, Zook persuaded an amazing group of 
athletes to become Gators. Along with Leak, at the front of that list are 
DB Demetrice Webb and WR Andre Caldwell, SuperPrep’s No. 6 and 
No. 15 prospects nationally. Leak was ranked No. 16. 

The list continues with DE Jarvis Moss (No. 46), FB Joe Cohen 
(No. 47) and WR Chad Jackson (No. 53) ... and on to include nine 
SuperPrep All-Americans. Zook also jumped into the junior college ranks 
with the December signings of four of SuperPrep's top 32 JC players — 
DL Eric Holcombe, OL Tavares Washington, TE David Kenner and 
OL Anthony Guerrero. 
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Previous eight-year rank (19, 2, 26, 9, 9, 11, 10, 31) 
Early on signing day, the Tigers lost SuperPrep's No. 2 QB, Robert 


Florida 


NATIONAL 
RECRUITING 


Lane, to Ole Miss. By day's end, Lane was replaced by the No. 4 QB, 
Jamarcus Russell from Alabama. Other SuperPrep All-Americans from 
out of state who are headed to Baton Rouge are Florida WR Amp Hill, 
Texas DE Tim Washington, Mississippi OL Will Arnold and DL Sean 
Merrill 

Those players alone are quite a haul, but Nick Saban generated the 
most headlines by thoroughly dominating in-state recruiting, signing eight 
of the top 10 and 14 of the top 20, led by DB Nick Child (No. 22 in 
country), DE Kirston Pittman (No. 58), DB Laron Landry (No. 67) and 
WR Craig Davis (No. 81). 

Both Davis and DB Darryl Johnson, another SuperPrep All- 
American out of New Orleans, de-committed from Miami late in the 
tecruiting derby, setting the stage for Saban’s strong finish, 


% 


Previous eight-year rank (8, 6, 19, 36, 20, 24, 32, 37) 

Bob Stoops was looking for balance and speed — and that's exactly 
what he delivered with only five in-staters on board. 

Two areas that stand out are the defensive line and secondary. 
SuperPrep All-American Moe Dampeer from Illinois added to an already 
strong defensive front when he chose OU over the Illini two days after 
signing day. All-Americans Carl Pendleton, Steven Coleman and 
Alonzo Dotson were already in the fold. 

The secondary signees are led by Tony Cade, a vicious tackler 
ranked by SuperPrep as the ninth-best prospect in the country. DB 
Donte Nicholson (enrolled early) was SuperPrep’s No. 13 Juco, and he 
will be joined by fellow TE Willie Roberts (No. 3 Juco) to give Stoops 
some immediate help. 

Atotal of 14 SuperPrep All-Americans signed with OU and, as usual, 
many of them are Texans, including TE/QB Joe Jon Finley. Finley 
figures to get stiff competition at the signal-caller spot from California All- 
American Tommy Grady, who has a fantastic arm. 


J Notre Dame 


Previous eight-year rank (18, 14, 12, 8, 3, 9, 6, 1) 

Athletes Chase Anastasio and Ambrose Wooden, LB Mitchell 
Thomas and DE Victor Abiamiri jumped into the big-time tradition that 
Ty Willingham re-ignited last season. 

Although Abiamiri is the most promising defensive lineman to sign 
with Notre Dame since SuperPrep started in 1985, the key to this class is 
Brady Quinn, the next in a long line of Irish signees who think they can 
be the next Joe Montana. 

That's what Notre Dame needs more than anything else — a QB 
who can pass and make clutch plays. 

TE Greg Olsen and OL John Sullivan, both SuperPrep Elite 50 
picks, lead nine other SuperPrep All-Americans in another coast-to-coast 
effort, further highlighted by California DB Freddie Parrish and LB Joe 
Brockington and RB Travis Thomas, both from Pennsylvania. Five 
signees are SuperPrep Elite 100 picks. 

Willingham built this class with only 33 official trips. One drawback: 
No big-impact running backs. 


NATIONAL 
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Previous eight-year rank (2, 9, 7, 11, 30, 13, 18, 16) 

The ‘Canes failed to close strongly, which cost them a top three 
fating, but Larry Coker managed to sign the biggest fish out there — 
California QB Kyle Wright, who enrolled in the spring and looks more 
promising than Ken Dorsey at a similar stage. 

Other SuperPrep Elite 50 prospects joining Wright are DL Nate 
Robinson (No, 21) and RB Tyrone Moss (No. 31). Eleven SuperPrep 
All-Americans dot Miami's signing list. 

Andrew Bain anchors an excellent group of offensive linemen, and 
John Beason and Glenn Cook will properly reinforce Miami's terrific 
linebacker position. A pair of 2002 signees — Devin Hester and Darnell 
Jenkins — re-signed and enrolled in the spring to fill the WR gap in this 
class, 

Texas DL Alton Wright also re-signed after a stint at Kilgore (Texas) 
Junior College. Wright's teammate, TE Kevin Everett, was SuperPrep’s 
No. 2 junior college prospect in the country. Everett will compete for 
second-string duties this season, 


Previous eight-year rank (28, 29, 27, 5, 33, 12, 28, 4) 

He didn't get a quarterback, but Dennis Franchione basically waltzed 
through his first A&M recruiting season, lining up superior prospects at 
funning back, linebacker, defensive back and linemen on both sides, led 
by fantastic OL Jorrie Adams (No. 40 prospect in country). 

LB Justin Warren (No. 44) and WR Earvin Taylor (No. 83) were 
other SuperPrep 100s to land with the Aggies. 

Although Franchione hooked up with an excellent seven SuperPrep 
All-Americans, one of the strongest parts of this class is a large corps of 
14 highly ranked All-Regional picks in an entirely Texas contingent. 
Overall, they give this class versatility and punch. 


Previous eight-year rank (42, 23, UR, UR, 47, UR, 38, 47) 

Coach Chuck Amato said this large 28-man signing class is the 
Wolfpack’s best recruiting effort ever, and it includes seven newcomers 
who enrolled in January, including DE Mario Williams, SuperPrep's No. 2 
defensive lineman in the country. 

Pennsylvania (three signees) and Florida (13) were particularly fertile 
hunting grounds for Amato. Each of the Pennsylvania signees is a 
SuperPrep All-America: RB Darrell Blackman, QB Marcus Stone and 
DE Raymond Brooks. Amato's Sunshine State ties (he was a long-time 
Florida State assistant) helped him reel in SuperPrep All-American WR 
Jimmie Sutton (Texas de-commit) as well as other well-recognized talent 
such as TE Jamesly Jean, DBs Miguel Scott and LeRue Rumph, OL 
Luke Lathan, RBs Brian Dennison and Reggie Davis and DE 
Maurice Charles. 


= 9 | 


Michigan 


Previous eight-year rank (10, 3, 13, 4, 2, 4, 7, 7) 
Not a large class (17 signees), but it's packed with quality. 


The group is led by DB Ryan Mundy (SuperPrep’s No. 4 prospect in 
the country), LB Lamar Woodley (No, 20), DB Prescott Burgess (No. 
25), DL Will Paul (No. 30), OL Jeff Zuttah (No. 69), LB Shawn Crable 
(No, 72) and QB Clayton Richard (78). 

That's seven SuperPrep Elite 100 picks, only one short of Southern 
California's leading eight, which includes the re-signing of DB Darnell Bing 
from the class of ‘02, And Michigan has something the Trojans couldn't 
nail —a terrific QB prospect like Richard, who was SuperPrep's Midwest 
offensive player of the year, although he was to spend the summer 
pondering a professional baseball career. 

Woodley, Crable and James Presley give Lloyd Carr an amazing 
group of linebackers. Missouri RB Anton Campbell, Louisiana TE/OL 
Adam Kraus and California DB Leon Hall, all SuperPrep All-Americans, 
nicely round out this class, which also includes kicker Garrett Rivas, the 
one Floridian to head to Ann Arbor. 


Ee OE 


Previous eight-year rank (13, 26, 39, 32, 28, 17, 19, 29) 

You sense that Lou Holtz felt some urgency with this class — the 
highest-ranked Gamecocks effort that SuperPrep has covered. 

Holtz landed the nation’s finest junior college haul while also ringing 
up big numbers in the prep department, including four of the top six in- 
staters; RB Demetrius Summer (Elite 50), QB Syvelle Newton (Elite 
100), WR Noah Whiteside (Elite 100) and LB Ryan Brown. 

Several quick-fixes from the juco ranks enrolled in the spring: 

LB Marcus Lawrence (SuperPrep Juco No, 4), DL Darrell Shropshire 
(No, 7) and QB Mike Rathe (No. 49). Jucos DE Charles Silas (No. 10), 
OL Woodly Telfort (No. 35), DL Freddy Saint-Preux (No. 60) and 

LB DeAdrian Coley (No. 63) are set for fall enrollment, 

QB Blake Mitchell, another SuperPrep Elite 100 pick from Georgia, 
signed on, giving Holtz two fantastic prep prospects and a Juco signee at 
quarterback — a big area of need. 


By virvinia | 


Previous eight-year rank (9, 33, 36, 22, 32, 16, 43, 46) 

Seven of the newest Cavaliers are SuperPrep All-Americans, two of 
whom were named to the SuperPrep Elite 100 team: TE Jonathan 
Stupar (No, 33) and LB Jermaine Diaz (No. 74), 

A\ Groh signed a fine QB in Kevin McCabe from Pennsylvania, and 
got a boatload of top receivers to go with McCabe, including Shannon 
Lane, Fontel Mines, Deyon Williams and Emmanuel Byers. Either 
Williams or Byers could end up on defense, with Robbie Catterton and 
Phillip Brown who had six kick returns (four punts, two KOs) for TDs. 

Groh dipped into Texas for SuperPrep All-American lan-Yates 
Cunningham and into Florida for superior Jordy Lipsey, who help form 
one of the nation’s finest O-line hauls. 

On defense, look for LB Vincent Rudd (LB), DL Chris Johnson and 
OL Allen Billyk to make an impact. 


weer 


Previous eight-year rank (3, 15, 8, 2, 13, 16, 2, 28) 

Even armed with a national title, Jim Tressel did not finish the 
recruiting season as he would have liked, with tough late losses prevent- 
ing a top five ranking. But the players he got are definitely potential 


NATION 


AL 


RECRUITING 


makers. 

Donte Whitner, ranked by SuperPrep as the nation’s No. 3 
defensive back, heads a fantastic secondary group that includes Ira 
Guilford, Dareus Hiley, Tony Gonzalez, Curt Lukens and Ashton 
Youboty. Guilford was ranked No. 77 nationally by SuperPrep. 

All-Americans who signed on to play in Columbus include DL David 
Patterson (No. 45 nationally), TE Louis Irizarry (No. 49), WR Devin 
Jordan and DL Brandon Maupin. 

And don't forget about linebacker Anthony Schlegel, a transfer 
from Air Force. Schlegel, who was a team captain as a sophomore last 
season, is a tough, strong leader who could become a big deal in 
Columbus in 2004. 


GH 


Previous eight-year rank (14, 24, 42, 10, 5, 33, 17, 22) 

The Dawgs latched onto six of SuperPrep's top 10 in-state 
prospects, including the Big Three — DB Paul Oliver, WR Sean Bailey 
and Kregg Lumpkin, each named to SuperPrep’s Elite 50 team. 

The only SuperPrep All-American recruited from out of state was 
South Carolina LB Marcus Howard. He is one reason why this line- 
backer group, which includes Desmond Williams, Dana Graydon, 
Jarvis Jackson and Odell Thurman (enrolled early), looks so promis- 
ing. 


Georgia 


Faced with losing major o-line talent to graduation, coach Mark Richt 
focused on the position, reeling in seven new blockers, led by All- 
American Zeb McKinzey and Nick Jones. TE Coleman Watson, 

WR T.J. Gartrell and RB Danny Ware give Richt additional offensive 
firepower. 

SuperPrep All-American Richard Cook was the only defensive 
lineman who signed with Georgia, but the Dawgs stocked up nicely at the 
position a year earlier. 


Previous eight-year rank (26, 32, 32, 18, 41, UR, 26, 19) 

Tom O'Brien made his three in-state prospects count, led by 
SuperPrep All-American OL Gosder Cherilus and RB Lennox 
Whitworth, an All-Regional pick. DB Tyrone Pruitt from Brockton is 
a sleeper. Cherilus could really blossom. 

The state that contributed the most talent to Boston College is Ohio, 
where O’Brien found six signees, notably OLs Ty Hall and Tom 
Anevski, DLs Nick Larkin and Ryan Thompson, and DB DeJuan 
Tribble — all SuperPrep All-Midwest picks. 

O'Brien also concentrated his efforts on New Jersey and was 
tewarded with two All-Americans in WR Dorien Bryant and RB Andre 
Callendar. Dorien is the highlight, ranked by SuperPrep as the 52nd- 
best prospect nationwide. He's a dangerous return man (six TDs) who 
also returned three interceptions for scores. 


Previous eight-year rank (1, 5, 4, 1, 10, 7, 12, 20) 
It.can be tough following up four consecutive top five recruiting 
classes ... and this season Mack Brown ran into a little resistance. 


The state's top six players, as rated by SuperPrep, all signed 
elsewhere, but the Longhoms still managed to sign seven SuperPrep 
All-Americans and 10 SuperPrep All-Regional players, all home grown. 
The studs include TE Tony Hills (No. 54 nationally), RB Erik Hardeman 
(No. 55) and LB Robert Killebrew (No. 95). 

The DBs look particularly promising with All-Americans Tarell 
Brown and Steve Richardson, as well as Michael Griffin, Erick 
Jackson, Eric Foreman and Brandon Foster. WR Limas Sweed 
and DL Tim Crowder are the other SuperPrep All-Americans who will be 
playing in Austin. 


& EJ North Carolina 


Previous eight-year rank (44, 34, 29, 13, 12, 10, 43, 13) 

The Tar Heels refused to let North Carolina State run away with the 
state's only superior recruiting effort. Like the Wolfpack, they hugely 
improved their results from the prior year. 

John Bunting fought tooth and nail for the best in the state and came 
away with six of SuperPrep's top 13 prospects: WR Mike Mason (Elite 
100 pick), DL Terry Hunter, DL/OL Isaiah Thomas, DL Marcus Hands, 
DUOL Kyndraus Guy and DB Quinton Person. Mason was just one of 
three truly elite wide-outs nationally. 

Bunting brought in an exceptional linebacker class as well, led by 
SuperPrep All-Americans Joe Kedra, Kory Gedin and Fred Sparkman 
and All-Regional pick Larry Edwards. 


2. 


Previous eight-year rank (5, 12, 2, 12, 8, 8, 8, 18) 

The Vols pulled one of the major surprises of signing day when they 
wrestled Oklahoma WR Robert Meacham (SuperPrep’s No. 13 prospect 
nationally) away from the Sooners. 

Throw in Alabama's Jayson Swain (No. 56 in country), All-American 
Brett Smith from Arkansas and SuperPrep All-Regional pick Bill 
Grimes from Georgia and you have an amazing influx of receiving talent. 

The defensive line is also a strength, anchored by Elite 50 pick Turk 
McBride, All-American Jared Hostetter and All-Regional Tony 
McDaniel from South Carolina — a Clemson de-commit. 

The Vols also hurt Clemson's class at the final hour when in-state 
OL Eric Young (No. 64 nationally), opted for Tennessee. The other 
SuperPrep All-Americans to sign with Phillip Fulmer are OL/DL Steven 
Jones and DBs Corey Campbell and Roshaun Fellows. 


PAR) Weshinston | 


Previous eight-year rank (15, 4, 21, 42, 35, 21, 31, 23) 

Per NCAA restrictions, coach Rick Neuheisel couldn't make home 
visits during the recruiting season, but that didn't stop out-of-staters 
jumping at the chance to play in Seattle. 

What this class lacks in Elite 100 talent it makes up for with four 
SuperPrep All-Americans (WAs Craig Chambers and Quintin Daniels 
and DBs Clarence Simpson and Derrick Bradley). The WRs and DBs 
are the strongest part of this class. California supplied the RBs and they 
should be good: Durrell Moss and Louis Rankin. Kicker Michael 
Braunstein, ranked as the sixth-best overall prospect in Arizona, turned 
down numerous offers and could make an early impact for the Huskies. 


Tennessee 
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Previous eight-year rank (25, 13, 25, 20, 18, 22, 29, 30) 

Buddy Teevens knows how to recruit. He nicely carried on the 
Stanford tradition of going nationwide to sign the best and the brightest 
— only eight of 25 signees played in California. 

Interestingly, only one (SuperPrep All-Regional DL Michael 
Macellari) is from the Midwest and none played his ball in the northeast. 

The two tailbacks hail from Florida (Notre Dame de-commit David 
Marrero) and Georgia (Penn State de-commit Jason Evans). These 
are just two of the nine SuperPrep All-Americans who signed with 
Stanford, including QB T.C. Ostrander, who was right in Teevens’ 
backyard in Atherton, Calif. 

There are some defensive gems here, too, and PK/P Jay Ottove- 
gio from Florida could turn out to be a very nice weapon. 


Previous eight-year rank (UR, 48, 19, 40, 28, UR, UR) 

Coming off a turnaround season, Jeff Tedford and staff needed a big 
influx of talent to help replace a senior-led team, Which is exactly what 
happened. 

‘As opposed to the national effort that succeeded for Stanford across 
the bay, the Bears’ class is made up of strictly Californians, Another big 
difference is Cal's reliance on very good junior college players such as 
SuperPrep Juco 100's DE Ryan Riddle (No. 31), QB Aaron Rodgers 
(No. 41), RB J.J. Arrington (No. 46) and TE Garrett Cross (No. 71). 

This is a very deep effort, led by SuperPrep All-Americans defensive 
linemen Leon Drummer and Brandon Mebane and LB Garrett 
Tremblay. The D-line recruits headed to Berkeley are fantastic, and also 
include Matt Malele, Josh Tauanu’u, Kyle McClure and Ray Tago. 
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Previous eight-year rank (21, 39, 41, 44, UR, 48, 27, 26) 

Ralph Friedgen landed six SuperPrep All-Americans, led by Elite 
50 choices LB Wesley Jefferson (No. 12) and ATH Vernon Davis 
(No, 39). The other All-Americans are QB Ryan Mitch, WR Andrew 
Weatherly, RB Keon Lattimore and DL Conrad Bolston. 

Despite losing DL Victor Abiamiri and his teammate WR Ambrose 
Wooden to Notre Dame, the Terps cleaned up in the Mid-Atlantic area, 
signing six of SuperPrep’s top nine players from the region. 

Friedgen worked the fertile recruiting areas of Georgia (LB Tim 
Cesa), Florida (OL Donnie Woods — enrolled early), New Jersey 
(RB Lance Ball and DE Omarr Savage) and Pennsylvania 
(OLs Brandon Nixon and Brock Choate). 


Previous eight-year rank (29, 8, 28, 31, 19, 42, 45, UR) 

Although rival Virginia signed a better overall class, the Hokies took 
the cake in-state, landing 10 of the top 17 in-state prospects, including 
the top three — LBs Xavier Adibi and Vince Hall and DE Chris Ellis, 


all Elite 100 prospects. 

Tight ends, offensive line and linebacker really stand out in this 
class. OL Tripp Carroll is a SuperPrep All-American from North 
Carolina, joining Matt Welsh and All-Regional pick Nick Marshman. 
Adibi, Hall and Brett Warren are well-complemented with Florida's Mike 
Brown at linebacker. 

DB James Griffin, one of three signed a the position, is a Super- 
Prep Juco 100 choice. 


« 


Previous eight-year rank (4, 1, 3, 15, 4, 1, 3, 2) 

As usual, Bobby Bowden finished in a blaze of glory, with SuperPrep 
Elite 50 members WR Antonio Cromartie (No. 3) and LB Ernie Sims 
(No. 10) choosing the Noles at the last minute. 

Getting two of the nation’s top 10 prospects is an amazing accom- 
plishment ... but Bowden signed only four other SuperPrep All-Ameri- 
cans: DE Alex Boston, DL Cliff Dickson (Miami de-commit) and OLs 
Aubrey McFadden and John Frady. The O-line was a definite need for 
this team 

The Seminoles aimed amazingly high as always but were just too 
far behind on signing day to drill a normal top five class, losing prospects 
like FB Joe Cohen and DL Marcus Thomas to Florida, QB Jamarcus 
Russell to LSU and WR Whitney Lewis to Southern California. Another 
painful shock; On signing day, Tallahassee DB Ryan Gilliam stunned the 
recruiting world by signing with Oregon. 


Previous eight-year rank (22, 20, 7, 15, 17, 17, 19, 4, 8) 

Husker faithful are counting on QB Joe Dailey to deliver the goods; 
he's a pass-run threat who showed the kind of accuracy in high school to 
present a more formidable passing option than most Nebraska signal- 
callers. Dailey is going to have plenty of blocking up front, led by 
SuperPrep All-American OL Ryan Schuler (Oklahoma de-commit), 
Brett Byford, Greg Austin and Darren DeLone — SuperPrep's 66th- 
best juco prospect. Also signing with the Huskers from the Juco 100 list 
are DL Wali Muhammed (No. 27) and DB Donald Defrand (No. 100). 

In-state All-Americans LB Bo Ruud and DL Brandon Teamer will 
help the cause, as will three SuperPrep All-Regional DBs from Texas: 
Steve Craver, Adrain Turner and Titus Brothers. 


cd Ea Purdue 


Previous eight-year rank (30, 17, 20, 29, 22, UR, UR, UR) 

Joe Tiller loaded up on offensive firepower again, signing two QBs 
— SuperPrep All-American Scott Carroll from Missouri and Texas 
SuperPrep All-Regional Bill Foran. 

Tiller also signed six WRs, led by New Jersey's Byron Williams 
and in-stater Cole Seifreg — both All-Regional picks. 

In addition to Carroll, All-Americans who will be playing in West 
Lafayette are TE Garrett Bushong, LB Shaun Richardson, DL Doug 
Van Dyke (SuperPrep's 43rd-best prospect in the country) and DE Ray 
Edwards. 


Note: The rankings and players mentioned in this story may not match 
those in the regional recruiting feature due to differing writers’ opinion. 
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TOP 100 PLAYERS BY POSITION 


Quarterbacks 
Dennis Dixon 6-4, 186, 4.58 
Johnny DuRocher 6-4, 200, 4.8 


Richard Koval 


heck 6-2, 205, 4.7 


Robert Lane 
Chris Leak 

Blake Mitchell 64, 175,47 
‘Syelle Newton 62, 202, 4.4 


Brady Quinn 6-4, 210, 4. 
Clayton Richard 6-5, 230, 4.7 
amarcus Russell 6-6, 20, 47 
‘Marcus Stone 6-4, 220, 4.6 
Kyle Wright 46 


San Leandro, CA 
Spanaway-Bethel, WA 

San Diago St. Augustine, CA 
Monroe Nevile, LA 
Charatte-Independence, NC 
Grange, GA 
Bennettsville-Marlboro County, SC 
Dublin-Coftman, OH 
Lafayette-MeCutcheon, IN 
Mobile-Wiliamson, AL 
Harrisburg-Bishop MeDevitt, PA 
Danville-Monte Vista, CA 


Williamsport, PA 
Lafayette-Acadiana, LA 

La Mesa-Helx, CA 
Birmingham-B'wood Christian, AL 
Melbourne-Palm Bay, FL 
Palugerville, TX 

‘SM. Stephenson, GA 


Pompano Beach Ely, F 


Running Backs 
Darrell Blackman 6-1, 190, 4.35, 
Alley Broussard 6-1, 228, 4.45 
Reggie Bush 6-0, 183, 4.4 

Tim Castille 5-11, 220,45 

Joe Cohen 6-2, 243, 4.47 
Erik Hardeman, 6-1, 205, 4.47 
Kregg Lumpkin 6-1, 200, 4.4 
Tyrone Moss 5-10, 210,44 
Austin Scott 6-1, 200, 4.4 


Demetris Summers 6-1, 200, 4.6 
Courtney Tennial 5-10, 205, 4.4 
Pierre Thomas, 5-11, 185, 4.4 
Lendale White 6-2, 290, 45 


Allentown-Par 
Lexington, SC 
Glenpool, OK 
Lansing-TF. South, IL 
Littleton-Chatfild, CO 


d, PA 


Wide Receivers 


‘Sean Baile 6-1, 175,44 
Adarius Bowman 6-4, 208, 4.5 
Andre Caldwell 6-2, 180, 4.38 
Michael Griffin 6-1, 180, 4.4 
‘Chad Jackson 6-1, 200, 4.4 
‘Whitney Lewis 6-1, 215, 4.35 
Mike Mason 6-1, 170,44 
Robert Meachem 6-2, 200,43 
Reggie Nelson 6-2, 180, 4.35, 
Brett Smith 6-2,175, 4.5 
‘Steve Smith 6-1, 185,44 
ayson Swain 6-2, 205, 4.4 
Limas Sweed 6-4, 203, 4.4 
Tight Ends 

Chris Barrett 6-5, 252, 4.58 
Vernon Davis 6-4, 220, 4.5 
Tony Hills 6-6, 260, 4g 7 
Louis Irizarry 5, 235, 
Greg Olsen 6-6, 240, 47 
Will Paul 6-4, 255, 4.59 
Jon Stupar 6-5, 250, 4.8 


Alpharetta-Milton, GA 
Chattanooga-Notre Dame, TN 
Tampa-Jetferson, FL 
‘Austin-James Bowie, TX 
Hoover, AL 

\Ventura-St. Bonaventure, CA 
Rocky Mount, NC 
Tulsa-Washington, OK 
Melbourne-Palm Bay, FL 
Warren, AR 
Woodland Hills: 
Huntsville-Gri 
Brenham, TX 


Tustin, CA 


Washington D.C. Dunbar 
Alief Elsik, TX 
Youngstown-Ursuline, OH 
Wayne Hills, NJ 

Ballwin- 


State College, PA 


rolina 
South Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Michigan 

tsu 

NC. State 
Miami 


NC. St 
isu 
usc 
‘Nabama 
Florida 
Texas 
Georgia 
Miami 
Penn Si 


South Carolina 
Oklahoma 
hindi 

usc 


Georgia 
North Car 
Florida 
Texas 
Florida 
use 
North Carolina 
Tet 
Florida 
Tennessee 
usc 


ennessee 
Teas 


Notre Dame 


Virginia 


Jorrie Adams 
Sam Baker 


Donovan Davis 
Ryan Har 
Mike Jones 
Dominic 
Ofa Mohetau 
Martin O'Donnell 
Aaron Sears 
John Sullva 
Joe Thomas 
Eric Young 

Jeff Zuttan 


Vitor Abiamin 
Kyle Caldwell 


Justin 
Jot Shaw 
Doug V 
Justin Warren 
0 Wiliams 


63 
6-4, 236,46 


6-5, 250, 4.68 


6-4, 275 
6-4,2 
6-3, 
6-6, 250, 4.57 


Linebackers 


Xavier Adibi 
Lewis Baker 


Fredrick Sparkman 
Woodley 


asper, TX 
Tustin, CA 

Clarksdale, MS 
Jackson-Callaway, MS 

St. Paul-Cretin Derham, MN 


m Huffman, AL 
Suess Trinity, TX 

Downers Grove South, IL 
Russellville, AL 

cr 


wi 


Union, SC 
Princeton-The Hun School, NJ 


Baltimore-Gilman, MD 
Scottsdale Saguaro, AZ 
Decatur-Macarthur, IL 
Greenville-Weston, MS 
Humble, TX 
Inglewood, CA 

Apple Valley, MN 
Duncanville, TX 
D'Loerville, MS 
Denton-Billy Ryan, TX 
Portage, WI 

Spring Grove, PA 
Marshall, MI 

Tyler-Lee, TX 
Richlands, NC 


Hampton-Phoebus, VA 
Lewisville Hebron, TX 
Jackson Central Merry, TN 
Moncks Comer-Berkeley, SC 
Massilon-Washington, OH 
Ft, Lauderdale-Aquinas, FL 
Brandywine-Gwynn Park, MD 
Camden-Wilson, NJ 


Lewisville, TX 
Tallahassee-N.EC,, FL 
Columbia Central, TN 
Saginaw, Ml 


Defensive Backs 


Tarell Brown 
Prescott Burgess 


5-11, 178,43 
6-1, 185, 435, 
60, 190, 435 


N. Mesquite, TX 
Warren Harding, OH 
Louisville-Male, KY 
Lewisville, TX 

O'Fallon Ft. Zumwalt W., MO 
ee-Lincoln, FL 


Pittsburgh-Woodland Hills, PA 
Kennesaw-Harrison, GA 
Daytona Beach-Sea Breeze, FL 
ille-White, FL 
Cleveland-Glenville, OH 
Baltimore Gilman, MD 
Buffalo Grove, IL 


Texas A&M 
usc 

Florida 
Mississippi State 
Notre Dame 
fowa 
Alabama 
BYU 

Hlinois 
Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
Wisconsin 
Tennessee 
Michigan 


Notre Dame 
Arizona State 
Oklahoma 
‘Auburn 

Texas A&M 
usc 

Notre Dame 
Oklahoma State 
usu 

Florida 
Wisconsin 
Penn State 
Purdue 

Tevas A&M 
NG, State 


Virginia Tech 
Oklahoma 
Tennessee 
South Carolina 
Michigan 
Miami 
Maryland 
Tennessee 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
North Carolina 
Michigan 


Texas 
Michigan 
Louisville 
Oklahoma 
Michigan 
Florida State 
Mississippi Stal 
Michigan 
Georgia 
Georgia Tech 
Florida 

Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Notre Dame 
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TOP 100 PLAYERS BY POSITION @ 717) PHY 111). 


Quarterbacks 


Blake Barnes 6 Baldwyn, MS TOT wen cen 
Rhett Bomar 6 Grand Prairie, TX 1D ~ 
John David Booty* 6: Shreveport-Evangel, LA a Ur SEER Vom 
Brian Brohm 6 Louisville-Trinity, KY po a > ee 
Chad Henne 6 West Lawn-Wilson, PA Sy) Wot 
Rocky Hinds 6 Playa del Rey-St, Bernard's, CA ~ ad 
Xavier Lee 6 Daytona Beach-Seabreeze, FL 
Sean Lewis 6 Oak Lawn-Richards, IL 
Stephen McGee 6 Burnet, TX Herman Johnson 6-7,320 Denton High, TX 
Antonio Miller 6- Charlotte-Olympic, NC Micah Jones 6-5, 325 Mayfield, KY 
pu Morelli ; eae a ie John Kadous 6-6, 315 Tucson-Salpointe Catholic, AZ 
hase Patton jolumbia-Rock Bridge, Corey Lambert 6-7,315 Greenville, SC 
Mike Viahogeorge 6 Lafayette-Jefferson, IN Drew Mile 6-6, 290 Sarasota-Riverview, FL 
Drew Weatherford 6 Land O' Lakes, FL Lydon Murtha 6-8, 315 Hutchinson, MN. 
f Seth Olsen 6-5,300 Millard North, NE 
Running Backs Danny Romanowski 6-4,280 _Baltimore-Dundalk, MD 
Walter Thomas 6-5,330 _Galveston-Ball, TX 
revenine baste 5: halt ha Bets Seth Watts. 6-5, 290 ‘Sandersville-Washington County, GA 
orge Bel 5 yetteville-Jack Britt, NC 
Brock Bolen 61, Germantown-Valley View, OH a i: 
Joe Casey 64, Paducah-Tilghman, KY Dofonsive Linemen 
Delbert Ferguson, 6. Warren-Harding, OH Rhyan Anderson Oak Creek, WI 
lea . i Ba kane aut ul Demonte Bolden CratanoosarTune Academy, TN 
Justin Hoskins -( tf jids-Creston, Craig Boker iquippa-Hopewell, PA 
Terrell Jackson 5-10, Corona-Centennial, CA Calais Campbell Denver-South, CO 
Terrell Jackson 6-0, Puckett, MS Nick Hayden Hartland-Arrowhead, WI 
Charlie Jones 6-0, Homestead-South Dade, FL Dwayne Hendricks Millville, NJ 
Dvayne Jones 6 Toms River North, NJ Mike Massey Cleveland-St. Ignatius, OH 
Brad Lester 5. Lilburn-Parkview, GA Eric McLendon Vidalia, GA 
Jay Lucas ai Baton Rouge-Redemptorist, LA Brandon Nicolas Santa Ana-Mater Dei, CA 
Markus Manson 6. Tuscaloosa-Hillcrest, AL Franklin Okam Richardson-Lake Highlands, TX 
Adrian Peterson 6: Palestine, TX Nathan Peterson Tulsa-Union, OK 
Tony Temple 5 Kansas City-Rockhurst, MO Demario Pressley Greensboro-Dudley, NC 
ue ES rier Hill, TX ‘A.Q. Shipley Coraopolis-Moon Area, PA 
a 7 5 rd, 
Bobby Washington 6 Miami-Killian, FL . 
Ja’Kouri Williams 5-11 Plaquemine, LA Linebackers 
Raymond Williams call Cleveland-Benedictine, OH Eric Andino Buffalo Grove, IL 
> ‘ Jean Beliour Hackensack, NJ 
Wide Receivers Justin Britt Cullman, AL 
rey 3 Sam Carson Downers Grove South, IL 
Adrian Arrington 6-3,175 Cedar Rapids-Washington, 1A Dorlcaniak Wallingford-Strath Haven, PA 
Brandon Barrett 6-1, 180 Martinsburg, WI Megane Habeewayie Hill OH 
Xavier Carter 6-3,185  Melbourne-Palm Bay, FL Brad‘ ll Bata Gas tie 
Quentin Chaney 6-6,200 —Tulsa-B.T. Washington, OK Dan laviee Mechanieatesa-Cuibattand Valley BA 
Cameron Colvin 6-2, 185 Concord-De La Salle, CA CH Bat che ee a ld 
Fred Davis 6-4,210 Toledo-Rogers, OH aN Kee TAMERS 
Lonnell Dewalt 6-7,215 Bowling Green-Warren Central, KY ih Deana Ni 2 Mee a 
Dwayne Jarrett 6-6,205 New Brunswick, NJ eter i “ iedeecainny Ga 
Calvin Johnson 6-4,200 _Tyrone-Sandy Creek, GA Se Rae ONah Beane eae 
Derrick Jones 6-0 170 Long Beach Poly, CA shel tL tela Brag 
5 Kyle Williams Bolingbrook, IL 
Jordan Shipley 6-0,175 Burnet, TX Walken win Kiondch WA 
George Walker 6-2,190  Houston-Westbury, TX ame ICED Stele 
Tight Ends Defensive Backs 
Kellen Freeman-Davis 6-6, 225 Adrian, MI Keauntea Bankhead Seattie-Ballard, WA 
Simeon Castille Birmingham-Briarwood Christian, AL 
Offensive Linemen Randy Estes Los Alamitos, CA 
Ted Ginn, dr Cleveland-Glenville, OH 
Brian Abraham 6-6,265 Rancho Cucamonga, CA Greg Hinds Southaven, MS 
Scott Burley 6-5,325 Woodlawn, MD Kyle Jackson Neptune Beach-Fletcher, FL 
Calvin Darity 6-4,270 _Tallahassee-Riverview, FL Andrew Kelson Houston-Lamar, TX 
Leon Hart 6-4, 285 Columbia-Spring Valley, SC Bobby Tatum Ft. Worth-Dunbar, TX 
Jacob Hucko 6-8,270 Cerritos, CA Marcus Walker Waco, TX 


* Booty was attempting this summer to earn early enrollment to Southern California for the fall of 2003, 


The Sooners got off to such a great start early in the recruiting 
season that it looked like they would blow away the competition. Several 
schools caught up at the end, but only four passed this very talented 
group of Sooner recruits. They had great success early in Texas, landing 
such Lone Star notables as DL Steven Coleman (6-5, 275) of Dallas; 
LB Demario Pleasant (6-3, 210) of Lewisville and his teammate FS 
Tony Cade, a 6-2, 200 pounder with an aggressive style of play; WR 
Marcus Johnson of Abilene; DB Darien Williams (6-0, 190) of North 
Mesquite; DE John Williams (6-5, 220) of Houston and U.S. Army All- 
American punter Cody Freeby of Fort Worth. Near the end of the 
recruiting season, they landed DE Alonzo Dotson (6-4, 215) of Alief, TX 
one of the state’s top pass rushers; QB-ATH Joe Jon Finley, a 6-6, 225 
pounder from Arlington, TX and LB Lewis Baker (6-3, 205) of Lewisville, 
TX. 


Other out of state prizes were OL Akim Millington (6-6, 300) of 
Wheaton, IL; super fast WR Tristen Ross (6-1, 190) of Shreveport, LA; 
former Prep Football Report All-American TE Willie Roberts (6-7, 240) 
of Northeastern, OK J.C.; talented signal-caller Tommy Grady (6-6, 220) 
of Huntington Beach, CA; and RB Tashard Choice (6-1, 205) of 
Lovejoy, GA. In-state, the Sooners landed DL-OL Carl Pendleton (6-6, 
270) of Sapulpa; the state's Player of the Year RB Courtney Tennial 
(5-10, 205) of Glenpool, who rushed for close to 3,000 yds as a senior; 
LB Dane Zaslaw (6-2, 241) of Edmond; OL Brian Zimpel (6-5, 310) of 
Broken Arrow, and OL Brandon Keith (6-6, 320) of McAlester. Two days 
after signing day the Sooners got DT Moe Dampeer of Decatur, IL. 

': Free safety Tony Cade was impressive in San 
Antonio with his Tange, hitting ability and confidence. 

per: OL Brandon Keith has long arms, quick feet, a mean 
ability to carry 330 pounds quite easily. 

@: Last season, the Texas Longhoms cleaned out 
the state of Texas so thoroughly that players were hesitant to go to Austin 
this year. The Sooners were more than glad to take some of these 
talented Texas players off their hands. 


The Longhorns filled their needs admirably, except perhaps at the 
defensive end position, but they still landed one of the state's finest in 
Tim Crowder (6-4, 235) of Tyler. This class has 18 prospects, and they 
are all from the Lone Star state. No prospect is bigger than Erik Harde- 
man (6-1, 220) of Pflugerville, one of the nation’s top seven backs. They 
also landed the state’s top TE prospect in Tony Hills (6-6, 250) of Alief 
Elsik. They also Isigned the state's #2 TE prospect Steve Hogan (6-4. 
240) of Houston, he’s a quick-footed receiver who can also play DE. Also 
climbing on board is Texas’ top WR prospect Limas Sweed (6-5, 200) of 
Brenham, a player who has been blessed with great hands, outstanding 
Speed and tremendous body control. Then they also signed the state’s 
top CB prospect Tarell Brown (6-0, 180) of North Mesquite. 

Other standout in-staters heading to Austin were super fast CB 
Steve Richardson of Garland; huge 6-4, 320 pound Kyle Thornton of 
Dallas, who will be joining his brother Kalen Thornton in Austin. Super 
fast LB Robert Killebrew (6-2, 210) of Spring, TX has to be considered 
one of the fastest LB's in the country. Two of the state's finest athletes, 
Michael Griffin of Austin and Tyrell Gatewood of Tyler, have the 


potential to play WR or CB at the next level. The 6-2, 190 pound 
Gatewood previously committed to Texas A&M. They also signed 6-2, 
175 pound Erick Jackson of Duncanville, who has what it takes to play 
either CB or FS in college. The Longhorn staff is extremely excited about 
6-6, 310 pound OT Thomas Marshall of Dallas. 

This class has seven potential impact players, but 
RB Erik Hardeman of Pflugerville, TX is the top prospect in this class. He 
has great size and speed with tremendous strength and balance. He has 
what it takes to follow in Cedric Benson's footsteps. 

WR Michael Griffin missed just about all of his junior 
season jue to an ankle injury, but earned some All-State mention at RB 
as a senior. He is a superior athlete who has been timed in a 10.6 100- 
meters a1 

@: Mack Brown did a tremendous job finishing #8 
this season. He was able to land a good number of the top stars in 
Texas. The Longhorns have more talent than any team in the country. 


as A‘ A&M 


‘Teams usually waste a recruiting year when there is a coaching 
change in mid-recruiting, but not the Aggies. They got off to a great early 
start, but Coach R.C. Slocum was fired and replaced by Dennis Fran- 
chione. The Aggies hardly missed a beat. They signed one of the 
southwest's finest running backs in Derrick Brown from Spring. They 


Texas A&M 
Humble, TX Texas A&M 
Lewisville, TX Oklahoma 
Lafayette, LA LSU 

N. Mesquite, TX Texas 
Lewisville, TX Oklahoma 
Bridgeport, TX Texas Tech 
Austin, TX Texas 
Pflugerville, TX Texas 
Alief, TX Texas 
Humble, TX Texas A&M 
New Orleans, LA Michigan 
Monroe, LA Mississippi 
Tulsa, OK Tennessee 
Euless, TX Brigham Young 
Denton, TX Florida 
Ballwin, MO Michigan 
Lewisville, TX Oklahoma 
Sioux Falls, SD Nebraska 
Warren, AR Tennessee 
River Ridge, LA LSU 
Brenham, TX Texas 
Tulsa, OK ‘Oklahoma 
Tyler, TX Texas A&M 
Littleton, CO USC 


dasper, TX 
Chris Alexander 
Lewis Baker 
Alley Broussard 
Tarell Brown 
Tony Cade 
Phil Daugherty 
Michael Griffin 
Erik Hardeman 
Tony Hills 6-6, 260 
dason Jack 6-3, 280 
‘Adam Kraus 6-6, 275 
Robert Lane 63, 210 
Robert Meachem 
Ofa Mohetau 
Jarvis Moss 
Will Paul 
DeMarrio Pleasant 
Ryan Schuler 
Bret Smith 
Camel Stewart 


5-11, 230 
6-3, 205 
6-1, 228 
6-0, 180 
6-2, 200 
6:3, 210 
6-0, 180 
6-1, 205 


dustin Waren 
B Lendale White 
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also got John Kelly of Garland, and signed one of the country’s top five 
FB’s in Chris Alexander (5-11, 230) of Humble. They got the WR they 
were looking for in Ervin Taylor (6-3, 190) of Mission, one of the state’s 
top two WR prospects. He is a player who can impact the program early. 
They also got the guy they were looking for at the TE position, Joey 
Thomas (6-6, 225) of Austin. And they landed one of the top OL classes 
in the country, led by all-everything and 1st Team Prep Football Report 
All-American Jorrie Adams (6-7, 270) of Jasper; Kirk Elder (6-4, 295) 
of Klein; Cody Wallace (6-4, 295) of Cuero; Chris Yoder (6-3, 280) of 
Humble and Corey Clark (6-6, 305) of Spring Branch. 

On the defensive line, they signed Tate Pittman (6-6, 278) of 
Odessa; Mike Montgomery (6-6, 275) of Tenaha; underrated Joe (Red) 
Bryant, a 6-5, 300 pounder from Jasper and two Prep Football Report 
All-Americans, Chris Harrington (6-4, 255) of Houston and Jason Jack 
(6-3, 280) of Humble. Another super in-state player who can become an 
All-American at either DE or OLB is Justin Warren (6-3, 220) of Tyler. 
Also heading to College Station is one of the Southwest's finest lineback- 
ers in Lamar Mitchell (6-1, 235) of Dayton. The Aggies needed help in 
the secondary, and got it in a big way when they penned six of the 
quickest athletes this side of the Mississippi River in Eric Mayes (5-10, 
175) of Humble; Charlie Jefferson (6-2, 190) of Denton; Stephen 
Hodge (6-1, 190) of Richardson; Melvin Bullitt of Garland; Japhus 
ina and Broderick Newton of Aledo. 

H ili lorrie Adams has size, growth potential, quick-feet, 
flexibility and balance. Jorrie can carry around 330 pounds. 

S| Linebacker Tata Thompson (6-4, 245) of Garland played 
eason. However, when healthy, he is a dominating backer 
with tremendous instincts and a nose for the ball. 

Bott I The Aggies were lucky to have this kind of a class 
with the coaching change. Recruiting coordinator Tim Cassidy did a great 
Job of holding things together. 


Ps] colorado | 


On national signing day a lot of people overlooked the Colorado 
Buffaloes, but upon closer inspection they landed an extremely impres- 
sive class. The Buffaloes filled their needs on offense landing two of the 
most athletic quarterbacks in the west Brian White (6-5, 220) of Mission 
Viejo, CA and Bernard Jackson (6-2, 190) of Corona, CA. Both have 
live arms and are outstanding athletes. Although they didn't land a super 
RB, they are more than happy with Terry Washington, a 5-11, 185 
Pounder from St. Louis, MO, one of the most underrated backs in the 
country and Dan Jolly (6-1, 220) of San Antonio, TX. Wide receiver 
Stephone Robinson (5-9, 180) of Denver was the most explosive and 
exciting ball player in the state of Colorado this past season. Dusty 
‘Sprague (6-4, 180) of Holyoke, CO is more of a possession type of 
receiver with strong hands and excellent body control. 

Colorado went all the way to Tennessee to land their TE Joe 
Sanders, a 6-4, 220 pounder from Nashville and they also filled their 
needs along the OL signing the state's top two OL prospects in Brian 
Daniels (6-5, 280) of Denver and Tyler Polumbus (6-8, 245) of 
Englewood. They also landed two of the state of Texas’ top OL prospects 
Kharylake Martin (6-5, 345) of Dayton and Edwin Harrison (6-5, 300) 
of Houston. On the defensive side of the ball, their most exciting player 
could very well be former Tennessee commitment Chris Russell (6-3, 
185) of Nashville, TN, on film he has proven to be an exceptionally quick 
to the ball safety with tremendous instincts. They also went out of state to 
nab DE Chadd Evans (6-4, 250) of Tulsa, OK; DE Alonzo Barrett (6-2, 
225) of Alabaster, AL; LB Travis Berry (6-0, 225) of New Orleans and 
LB Walter Boye-Doe (6-2, 230) of Keller, TX. The group that makes this 
class special is the six defensive backs signed by the Buffaloes. This 


group is led Chris Russell and includes all-everything DB Dominique 
Brooks (6-2, 195) of North Mesquite, TX, one of that state's top six DB 
prospects; one of the state of California's top two CB prospects, Lorenzo 
Sims (5-11, 185) of Fresno; Terrence Wheatley (6-0, 175) of Richard- 
son, TX; Lionel Harris (6-1, 195) of Alvin, TX and Isaiah Crawford 
(5-10, 190) of Vista, CA. This class was augmented by two top juco 
prospects ist Team All-American DT John Guydon (6-2, 300) of 
Fullerton CC and DT McKenzie Tilmon (6-4, 315) of N.E. Oklahoma 
A&M. 


adliner: Despite his small size, Stephone Robinson is an 
impact player. He has been blessed with 4.35 speed, has caught close to 
150 passes and has almost 2,200 yds and 20 TDs over the past two. 
years averaging close to 20 yds per catch. 

$s J.C. All-American John Guydon is a bull of a DT who 
excels at stopping the run. He shows excellent quickness in a limited 
space and should be able to start as early as September. 

Bi I Head Coach Gary Barnett and his staff did an 
outstanding job of recruiting their needs, particularly on the defensive 
side of the ball where they landed several top defensive linemen and 
DB's. On offense, they signed two of the top quarterbacks in the West 
and four big-time offensive linemen. This class, along with last year's 
#14 class should keep the Buffaloes in contention for the Big 12 title, 


—— 


Nebraska 


Nebraska went into this recruiting season looking for help at the QB, 
TE, OL and DB positions and filled their needs at all four spots. It was not 
a great year for talent in state but once again, the Cornhuskers landed 
every single prospect they offered. This group is led by Prep Football 
Report All-American TE Josh Mueller (6-6, 250) of Columbus and 
includes two-way tackle Brandon Teamer (6-5, 265) of Omaha; hard 
hitting and tough LB Boe Ruud (6-3, 210) of Lincoln; DB Tierre Green 
(6-1, 195) of Omaha and super fast WR Andy Birkel (6-3, 175) of 
Lincoln. Although they didn't land the QB they were hoping to get out of 
state (Tom Zbikowski), they were able to lure Joe Dailey of Jersey City, 
NJ away from Syracuse. This 6-1, 200 pounder is exceptionally quick, 
intelligent and athletic. Other talented out of state players heading to 
Lincoln are one of the top three OL prospects in the state of Alabama 
Brett Byford (6-4, 290) from Hartsell, a ball player who | believe has 
All-American potential, he’s very quick footed with excellent strength and 
technique; U.S. Army All-American LB Corey McKeon (6-2, 215) of 
Naperville, IL, one of that state's top seven prospects; often committed 
DE Chris Patrick (6-6, 245) of Ithaca, Ml; underrated but very talented 
TE J.B. Phillips (6-3, 250) of Colleyville, TX; super quick DB Adrian 
Turner (5-10, 185) of Terrell, TX; hard hitting FS Steve Craver (6-2, 195) 
of Hurst, TX and DB Titus Brothers of Converse, TX 
The Huskers also got much-needed help from the junior colleges 
landing DE Wali Muhammad (6-2, 250) of Coffeyville CC, KS; OL 
Darren DeLone (6-5, 320) of Mount San Antonio CC, TX and CB Don 
DeFrand (6-2, 180) of Dodge City CC, KS. Another huge catch was 
OT Ryan Schuler (6-7, 270) of Sioux Falls, SD. 
eadliner: Offensive tackle Ryan Schuler is considered to be the 
best player out of South Dakota in the past five years. Already built like 
an NFL lineman, he has the frame to weigh around 320 in college. 
Beper: Quarterback Joe Dailey is the consummate QB. He 
shows ouistanding footwork and even better escape mechanic. He has 
a great touch on the ball and throws it with good velocity. 
ottom ®: Head Coach Frank Solich was looking for a class 
that he can hang his hat on and this may be the one. It is devoid of 
difference maker type of players but it sure has enough good athletes to 
put the Comhuskers at the top of a very competitive Big 12. 


BIG 12 
RECRUITING 


ep Oklahoma State 


This class didn't really start receiving the attention it was due until all- 
everything DL Xavier Lawson-Kennedy of Duncanville, TX committed to 
the Cowboys. They did a good job in state landing QB Donovan Woods, 
a tremendous athlete from Oklahoma City; RB Jeremy Nethlon (6-2, 
183) of Boggs, OK; LB Cory Muse (6-3, 210) of Oklahoma City; TB 
Grant Jones of Pawnee; DB Andrew Alexander of Lawton; CB Jon 
Holland of Oklahoma City and WR Rodney Brown (6-4, 195) of 
Sapulpa. Out of state the Cowboys were just as efficient landing QB Mike 
Friess, a 6-2, 215 pounder from Wichita, KS. Mike has a strong arm and 
is a good all around athlete. Going the J.C. route for some defensive help 
the Cowboys landed two outstanding CB prospects in Paul Frances and 
Robert Jones both of N.E. Oklahoma CC and DT Efe Mowarin (6-3, 
295) of N.E. Oklahoma City CC. Taking a page from the Sooners, the 
Cowboys also did a bang up job in the Lone Star state signing DB 
Tommy Devereaux (6-1, 170) of Duncanville; LB Victor DeGrate (6-4, 
230) of DeSoto; WR Phil Jones (6-0, 180) of Denton; TE Tremayne 
Standberry (6-4, 230) of Lewisville, one of the most underrated TE 
prospects in the southwest; OL Brad Girtman (6-6, 300) of Houston and 
DT Marques Fountain (6-2, 262) of Fort Bend. Another top-notch player 
from Fort Bend was TE Omar McKenzie, a 6-4, 240 pounder with soft 
hands. They also latched onto DE Maurice Cummings (6-3, 240) of 
Rosebud. They even dipped into Louisiana to pull out WR Eddie Brown 
(6-3, 190) of New Orleans and WR Chijuan Mack (6-3, 185) of Baton 
Rouge. Another solid catch was WR Erykl Allen (6-4, 185) of Colorado 
Springs, CO. 

Without a doubt Xavier Lawson-Kennedy (6-3, 300) 

of Duncanville, TX was one of the Cowboys’ biggest catches in years. 
He stood his ground in the U.S. Army All-American game against the east 
squad and had excellent lateral speed, quickness and the ability to 
penetrate. 

Quarterback Donovan Woods (6-2, 205) is a tremen- 
dous ball handler who could wind up playing free safety in college. 
He runs a 10.8 100 meters and has long jumped almost 22’ in track. 

Head coach Les Miles and the rest of his staff did 

a remarkable job in Texas. They are starting to become a recruiting force 
in the conference and, although they have trouble going head-to-head 
with Oklahoma in-state, they somehow always wind up with their share of 
local blue chippers. 


Kansas State 


This is your typical Wildcat class loaded with underrated but talented 
high school stars combined with All-American junior college talent. 
Talking about the preps first, the Wildcats landed All-Missouri TE 
Rashaad Norwood (6-5, 220) of Kansas City; super fast WR Jermaine 
Moreira (5-11, 190) of Palm Beach Gardens; short but super strong DT 
Alphonso Moran (6-0, 270) of Delray Beach; local product DB Greg 
Gaskins of Manhattan; cover corner Byron Garvin of Miramar, FL; 
another Palm Beach Garden standout DL Steve Cline (6-3, 280); All- 
State OL Jon Beuthin (6-6, 265) of Overland Park, KS and DB Bryan 
Baldwin of St. Louis, someone the Wildcats took away from lowa and 
Wisconsin a week before signing day. These prep players are good but 
the J.C. signees are why | rank this class #38. Heading to Manhattan are 
such J.C. stars as All-American DB Corey Reddick (5-9, 160) of Garden 
City CC; former Prep Football Report All-American LB Marvin Simmons 
(6-1, 230) formerly of Long Beach Poly and currently of Compton CC, 


CA; former Chicago Hubbard standout LB Ben Henderson (6-2, 230) of 
Joliet J.C., IL; J.C. All-American OL Travis Triplett (6-7, 320) of Dodge 
City CC; super J.C. DT Malcolm Woolridge (6-2, 320) of Harper J.C., IL 
and DB Cedrick Williams (5-9, 165) from Garden City CC. 

Junior college All-American Malcolm Woolridge is 
a 6-2, 320 pounder from Harper Junior College in Illinois. He should see 
immediate action this fall. He's a talented quick handed and quick footed 
defender who shows great initial quickness. 

Junior college LB Ben Henderson of Joliet J.C., IL 
weighed only 200 pounds as an All-State OLB in Chicago. He has since 
put on 30 pounds of muscle and is ready to step in and start for the 
Wildcats. 

| haven't been a firm believer in an overabun- 
dance of junior college talent, but the Wildcats make it work. The majority 
of their top stars come through the junior college ranks and have been 
extremely productive. The six junior college players in this class all have 
the ability to start immediately for the Wildcats. 


& 


They recruited their needs particularly well on the offensive side of 
the ball and for the first time in a while held their ground in the state of 
Missouri. This class will include such local products as former Prep 
Football Report All-American RB Damien Nash of St. Louis, MO and 
East St. Louis, IL, a potential superstar if and when he suits up; TE 
Martin Rucker (6-5, 220) from St. Joseph, MO; potential super OL Tyler 
Luellen (6-7, 280) of Bethany; super fast CB Lorenzo Seymour (6-0, 
180) of St. Louis; one of the country's most underrated DB prospects 
Darnell Terrell (6-3, 203) of Eureka and two of his teammates huge OL 
6-6, 300 Marty Raab and 6-5, 280 OL M.J. Norman. From across the 
border in Kansas comes TE Josh Barbo (6-6, 255) of Conway Springs. 
Another big catch in Xavier Jackson, a 6-4, 235 pound LB from 
Vacaville, CA and DB Alex Woodley (5-11, 185) of Mesquite, TX. The 
Tigers did an excellent job of expanding their recruiting horizons this past 
campaign signing players from several states including WR Jason Ray 
(6-2, 200) of Broken Arrow, OK; CB Kyle Seals (6-1, 180) of Arlington, 
TX; underrated but small Marcus Woods (5-8, 180) a RB from Farming- 
ton Hills, Ml with a bright future; another major catch was FS Keon 
Braswell (6-0, 185) of Miami, FL and perhaps the biggest catch of all, 
Michigan State transfer David Richard (6-2, 230). David is a former 
Prep Football Report All-American at both RB and LB from St. Louis who 
will be playing with the Tigers. Missouri also took away Lorenzo 
Williams, a 6-2, 235 pound LB from Midwest City, OK who had previous- 
ly committed to Oklahoma State and they signed two talented junior 
college prospects in All-American Nino Williams (6-1, 190) of Tyler CC, 
TX and TE Victor Sesay (6-6, 255) of Ventura CC, CA. The Tigers even 
ventured into Arkansas pulling out one of that state's top five prospects in 
OL Monte Wyrick (6-5, 315) from Texarkana. 

If former Prep Football Report All-American Damien 
Nash (5-11, 205) ever puts it all together look out! He won a state title 
while playing ball in St. Louis and then played his senior year across the 
Mississippi River in East St. Louis, Illinois before signing with the Tigers. 
He’s now back and should see immediate playing time this fall 
Tyler Luellen was overlooked by several schools since 
they never saw him on film. Bethany is a town off the beaten path and 
Tyler went unnoticed until Illinois and Missouri tracked him down. 
Although the Tigers lost out on six of the state's 
top ten prospects, they are doing a better job in local recruiting and have 
combined that with a terrific out of state effort. Missouri definitely 
addressed their needs at the OL, TE, RB and DB positions. 


Missouri 


BIG l2 


REGRUITING 


The Cyclones signed the state of lowa’s top three prospects in 
OL Brandon Cook (6-6, 335) of Garner; OL Aaron Brant (6-7, 295) of 
Dubuque and WR Todd Blythe (6-5, 190) of Indianola. From in state, 
they also signed WR Milan Moses (6-2, 195) of Waterloo; QB Nate 
Mechaelsen of Kamraa; QB Brett Meyer (6-3, 190) of Atlantic; LB Gabe 
Toomey (6-4, 230) of lowa Central J.C.; OL John Tjaden (6-7, 285) of 
Mason City; OL Tom Schmeling (6-4, 285) of Atlantic; LB Kurtis Taylor 
(6-2, 210) of Fort Dodge and LB Taylor Schrage (6-2, 200) of Appleton. 

Out of state the Cyclones signed DB Brandon Owens (6-2, 195) of 
Delray Beach, FL; TE James Wright (6-3, 265) of Houston, TX; OL 
Anthony Walker (6-3, 300) of Oklahoma City, OK; LB Nick Moore 
(6-2, 230) of Arlington, TX; LB Steve Allen (6-1, 210) of Delray Beach, 
FL; DT Brent Curvey (6-0, 288) of Spring, TX and super fast LB Ron 
Prelow (6-2, 225) of Tampa, FL. 

Because the Cyclones did better than usual in state, so it was not so 
important that they bring in an abundance of talent from other parts of the 
country. 

4 Offensive lineman Aaron Brant of Dubuque Wahlert 
High School, lowa possesses all the tools for stardom. He has the frame 
to weigh well over 300 pounds and shows good flexibility and lateral 
speed. A two-time All-Stater at OT. 

Linebacker Ron Prelow has 4.5 speed from Tampa 
Jefferson, Florida and recorded over 100 tackles for the second year in 
a row but was overshadowed playing on one of this country’s most 
productive teams this past season. 
The Cyclones were ecstatic with their in-state 

haul and head coach Dan McCamey was also pleased with their out of 
state signees particularly at the skill positions. 


Head coach Mike Leach did an outstanding job instate particularly 
along the offensive side of the ball. Heading to Lubbock are such Lone 
Star notables as OL Josh Morris (6-4, 270) from Midland; TE David 
Weems (6-4, 231) of Conroe; PFR All-American Phil Daugherty (6-3 
205) of Bridgeport and OL Ray Serres (6-5, 255) of Humble. Joining 
these fine prep players are several of the country’s finest junior college 
prospects led by all-everything TE Willie Metcalf (6-7, 270) of Pima CC 
and FB Sione Havil (6-2, 255) of El Camino CC. 

They also landed some of the country’s best junior college defensive 
talent when they inked CB Ryan Phillips (5-11, 190) of Northwest 
Mississippi CC and all-everything CB Antonio Huffman (6-0, 175) of 
Dodge City CC. Other instate stars signed by the Red Raiders were 
DB Chris Parker of Dallas; DE Tyler Yenzer (6-4, 220) of Midland, ad 
LB Brock Stratton (6-0, 230) of San Antonio. 

Quarterback Phil Daugherty is built along the lines of 
Kliff Kingsbury. Daugherty has an extremely strong arm, a quick release, 
quick feet, and is very cool under pressure. 
LB Chauncey Clark of San Francisco CC is a little- 
known defender with big-time potential. He benches 350 pounds, runs 
a 4.5 40, and has the ability to start for the Red Raiders this fall. 

Coach Mike Leach did a great job of blending 
prep and junior college players, filling his needs at every position — 
particularly quarterback, running back, defensive end, linebacker, and 
secondary. 


It's never a great talent year in Kansas, but the Jayhawk 
signed a couple of in-state blue chips. The strength of this class 
comes from such out of state prospectsas JC All-American NG 
Phil Tuinalamaka (6-3, 323) of San Bernardino CC; FS Mark 
Brown (6-3, 185) of Tulsa, OK; JC transfer Gabe Toomey (6-4, 
230) of lowa Central CC; WR Moderick Johnson, a 6-5, 190 
pounder from Galena Park, TX; WR Tony King (6-3, 190) of 
Florissant, MO; DE Emanuel Phillips (6-4, 225) of Timpson, TX; 
SS Shelton Simmons (5-11, 190) of Georgia Military CC and 
OT Cesar Rodriguez (6-7, 253) La Puente, CA. 

Jayhawk coaches are excited about LB Rashad Norwood, 
a 6-0, 220 pound OLB from Kansas City; CB John Randle (6-0, 
175) of Wichita; and FB Brandon McAnderson (6-0, 220) of 
Lawrence. 

Defensive end Emmanuel Phillips, a 6-4, 225 
pounder from Timpson, TX runs a 4.7-40 and impressed every scout that 
saw him play this year. He has the frame to weigh close to 280 pounds 
and the kind of motor that never stops. 

Linebacker Rashad Norwood, a 6-0, 220 pounder from 
Kansas City Schagle, KS. | personally scouted Rashad this season and 
was impressed with his explosive burst, anticipation and hard-hitting 
style of play. 

The Jayhawks have to recruit against some of 
the toughest recruiting staffs in the country. This season | believe they 
more than held their own by expanding their recruiting base and 
recruiting the west coast, Texas, the Midwest and part of the South. 


2 


New coach Guy Morriss found that Big-12 recruiting is every bit as 
intense as it was in the Southeastern Conference. Despite an obviously 
slow start due to the coaching change, the Bears came on strong and 
put together a respectable class. 

| was impressed with such signees FS Brannan Moton, a 6-3, 180 
pounder from Pittsburgh, TX; WR Dominique Ziegler, another 6-3, 165 
pounder from Killeen; and OL John Mahaffey, a 6-5, 305 pounder from 
‘Tyler, TX, who tured down three other Big-12 schools, to play for the 
Bears. TB Brandon Whitaker, a 5-10 190 pounder from Edmond, OK, 
turned down the Sooners and Cowboys for Baylor. 

Also signing up are OLB Jon Michael Morgan, a 6-2, 228 pound 
LB from Shreveport, LA; FS C.J. Wilson (6-1, 185) of Terrell, TX; 
underrated LB Marcus Foreman (6-1, 210) of Waco; WR Derrick 
Jones (6-2, 185) of Wylie, TX; QB Michael Miller (6-3, 231) of Lake 
Charles, LA and three Dallas area CB prospects Josh Bell of Skyline, 
Braelon Davis of Carter and Nick Fellows of Skyline. 

Comerback Nick Fellows (5-10, 175) of Dallas 
Skyline is a pure cover comer who can run a 4.4-40, he’s a standout in 
track and has all the tools needed to become an impact player. 
Quarterback Michael Miller was overlooked in the 
talent-rich state of Louisiana, the state that produced Robert Lane of 
Monroe. Miller is a strong armed signal-caller who can throw the ball 
over 70 yards. 


Head coach Guy Morriss and his staff took to 
recruiting the state of Texas like veterans. Given a full year, they can 
make an impact in the always competitive Big 12. 


Even with Nebraska nowhere to be found — say goodbye to that 
steak of 33 consecutive seasons with at least nine victories — the 
Big 12 chase still had loads of intrigue. 

Oklahoma got a leg up in the South as Quentin Griffin rushed for 
248 yards and the Sooners’ defense fitted Texas quarterback Chris 
Simms with another set of goat horns in a 35-24 victory in the Red 
River Shootout. In a three-game winning streak over UT, the Soon- 
ers intercepted Simms eight times and allowed no TD passes. 

OU gave ground in losses to Texas A&M and Oklahoma State, 
but held on to win a tiebreaker with the Longhoms, who missed 
their chance at the division with a 42-38 loss at Texas Tech. 

In the North, Nebraska was never a factor and lowa State hit 
a midseason slump, leaving Colorado and Kansas State to duke it 
out. Although the Wildcats were the team playing better late in the 
season, they would pay dearly for their 35-31 conference-opening 
loss to the Buffs. With each team finishing 6-2, Colorado held the 
tiebreaker and took the North for the second consecutive year. 


Colorado made some noise as if its 27-11 regular-season loss to 
Oklahoma was something of an accident ... which it wasn't. The 
Sooners established their dominance again in the Big 12 title game, 
winning 29-7. 

Getting back to more of the program's rushing roots, Oklahoma's 
offense rode the talents of running back Quentin Griffin while the 
defense was among the nation's best. But breakdowns on that side 
of the ball in losses to A&M and Oklahoma State were the differ- 
ence between an excellent season (12-2 record, including a Rose 
Bowl victory over Washington State) and a potential national title 


Offensive Player of the Year: Chris Brown, RB, Colorado 

Buffs quarterback Craig Ochs left early in the season, so Brown 
was asked to shoulder even more of the load behind a revamped 
offensive line ... and that's just what he did. Brown finished third 
nationally with 153.4 yards per game, rushing 303 times for 1,841 
yards and 19 TDs before bolting early to the NFL. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Terence Newman, CB, Kansas State 

The winner of the jim Thorpe Award, Newman was much more than 
just the finest cover comer in the game. With speed to bum, Newman 
dabbled on offense — he caught a 51-yard TD pass — and was a spe- 
cial-teams terror, scoring on a kickoff retum and two punt retums. 

Coach of the Year: Bill Snyder, Kansas State 

Despite modest expectations following a 6-6 season, Snyder 
proved that 2001 was a fluke, getting the Wildcats back into the 
ational spotlight with the country's stingiest defense (1 1.8 points 
per game) and a persistent running game that helped pave the way 
to the 11-2 record. 


Two-thirds of the league went to the postseason, which speaks to 
the surplus of bowls. That the league won five of them — including 
the biggest three — speaks to the league's depth. The twist was that 
BCS wrangling opened the door for conference champ Oklahoma to 
play in the Rose Bowl for the first time in 36 postseason appearances. 

Fiesta Oklahoma 34, Washington State 14 
Cotton Texas 35, LSU 20 

Holiday Kansas State 34, Arizona State 27 
Alamo Wisconsin 31, Colorado 28 

Tangerine Texas Tech 55, Clemson 15 
Independence Mississippi 27, Nebraska 23 

Houston Oklahoma State 33, Souther Miss 23 
Humanitarian Boise State 34, lowa State 16 


Year in Review 


*as selected by the league coaches 
OFFENSE — First Team 


08 _Kiiff Kingsbury, Texas Tech QB _Seneca Wallace, lowa State 
RB Chris Brown, Colorado RB___Darren Sproles, Kansas State 
RB Quentin Griffin, Oklahoma 
WR__ Rashaun Woods, Oklahoma State WR___ Reggie Newhouse, Baylor 


WR ‘Williams, Texas WR Justin Gage, Missouri 
TE ___ Trent Smith, Oklahoma WR__ Wes Welker, Texas Tech 


(0 ___Wayne Lucier, Colorado TE Greg Porter, Texas A&M 
OL Justin Bates, Colorado OL Bob Montgomery, lowa State 
‘OL Nick Leckey, Kansas State ‘OL Thomas Bamett, Kansas State 
OL Rob Droege, Missouri OL ‘A.J. Ricker, Missouri 
(OL Derrick Dockery, Texas <Jammal Brown, Oklahoma 


K___Josh Brown, Nebraska K___Adam Benike, lowa State 
KR_ Terence Newman, Kansas State 


OFFENSE — Second Team 


RB Tatum Bell, Oklahoma State 


KR___Antonio Perkins, Oklahoma 


DEFENSE — First Team 
DE__ Jimmy Wilkerson, Oklahoma 

Tank Reese, Kansas State 
Kevin Williams, Oklahoma State 
Tommie Harris, OKahoma 
Cory Redding, Texas 
Teddy Lehman, Oklahoma 
Derrick Johnson, Texas 
Terence Newman, Kansas State 
Brandon Everage, Oklahoma 
Derrick Strait, Oklahoma 
Rod Babers, Texas Sammy Davis, Texas A&M 


Mark Mariscal, Colorado P___Kyle Larson, Nebraska 
DeJuan Groce, Nebraska PR__Wes Welker, Texas Tech 


DEFENSE — Second Team 


DE Henry Bryant, Kansas State 
DI__Tyler Brayton, Colorado 


Jordan Carstens, lowa State 
Keith Wright, Missouri 

Ty Warren, Texas A&M 

Terry Pierce, Kansas State 
Lawrence Flugence, Texas Tech 
DeJuan Groce, Nebraska 
‘Andre Woolfolk, Oklahoma 
Nathan Vasher, Texas 


THE STANDINGS 


BIG 12 Pet. 


ral 
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Team 


Texas 


Oklahoma State 


Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 


Baylor 


&. MISSOURI 
9. TEXAS TECH 
10. IOWA STATE 


1. KANSAS 
12. BAYLOR 


“Picking the: Ru 


“Pretty Decent” Sooners Set the Pace 


ose Bow! cheers might stil have been 

i gh Bo Soop eas he 
ime he fielded a question about Okla- 

homa's national championship hopes in 2003. 

There's nothing like having nine starters 
back from a defense that spearheaded a 12-win 
season in 2002 to jumpstart title talk in January. 

And even though the Sooners must 
replace their leading passer (Nate Hybl), rusher 
(Quentin Griffin) and receiver (Trent Smith), 
Oklahoma has enough talent coming back for 
Stoops to declare that this could be his most 
balanced offense in five seasons coaching in 
Norman. 

So when Stoops, not prone to overstate- 
ment, boldly proclaims that “we have a 
chance to be pretty decent,” it's difficult to 
pick against the Sooners. 

So we won't, making Oklahoma Lindy's 
pick to win the national title. 


BIG 12 NORTH 
1. Kansas State 


GOOD NEWS 
Veteran backfield, led by QB Ell 
Roberson; impact defenders. 


SOUTH DIVISION 

First, Oklahoma must survive the tough- 
est division of any conference in the country. 
The Big 12 South is loaded .., again. 

Texas should again pose the biggest chal- 
lenge to the Sooners, and the Longhorns want 
to do it by becoming a more effective running 
team, Cedric Benson, who rushed for 1,000 
yards in each of his two seasons, has the abil- 
ity to be one of the top backs in the nation, 

“In our first year, when we had Ricky 
Williams and four senior linemen, we felt like we 
had a great plan in the running game," Texas 
coach Mack Brown said, “We were able to go 
‘out and run for 250 yards a game and pass for 
250. Since that time, we've never been as con- 
sistent on a week-to-week basis.” 

Oklahoma State appears ready to make 
move to the next level. The Cowboys won 
eight games, including beating OU for the sec- 


BIG 1l2 Conference Picks 


BAD NEWS 
Replacing CB Terence Newman and 
LB Terry Pierce is tough task, 


2. Colorado 
defense should be better. 


Buffs still have best RBs in the league; 


Unproven QB and inexperienced 
front equals offensive inconsistency. 


ond straight year, and played in the postseason 
in Les Milles’ second season as head coach. 

Record-setting wide receiver Rashaun 
Woods is the focal point of an offense that 
includes quarterback Josh Fields and a stable 
of backs headed by Tatum Bell, 

Texas Tech will be operating without 
quarterback Kliff Kingsbury for the first time in 
three seasons. At Texas A&M, Dennis Fran- 
chione will get things rolling soon, just 
maybe not this season as, for now, the offen- 
sive line looks weak and the defense appears 
short of Wreckin’-Crew type impact players 

The division's other new coach, Baylor's 
Guy Morriss, hopes his experience of turning 
around Kentucky in the tough SEC will help. 
His watchword for the first season: patience. 


OUR CALL 
Wildcats should prove what many felt in 2002 — they 
were the best in the division, 


If defense can give offense time to develop, could 
contend for title. 


3, Nebraska 
Coordinator Bo Pelini, 


4, Missouri Veteran line and electric OB Brad 


Defense looks improved under new 


Questions about offensive line and 
lack of game-breaker at I-back, 


Tigers must count on newcomers to 


Huskers should be better; if not, Frank Solich's hot 
seat gets hotter. 


‘Smith and solid offense gives Mizzou an outside shot 


Smith is a thrilling combination. put bite into horrific defense. in North, 


5. lowa State 


Cyclones potentially could field best 


No Seneca Wallace to get the ball to 


Late-season slide — lost six of last seven — was 


defense of the Dan McCarney era. talented group of pass catchers. sign of things to come. 


6. Kansas 
‘man back from knee injuries, 


BIG 12 SOUTH 
1. Oklahoma Already formidable defense will be 
better in ‘03; O-line could dominate. 
2. Texas Should be more versatile offensively; 


defense loaded with star power, 


QB Bill Whittemore, LB Banks Flood- 


Jayhawks’ talent stacks up woefully 
short on both sides of the ball, 


TB Quentin Griffin hard to replace; 
Can QB Jason White stay healthy? 


Save your money for Big Dance, KU fans. A bowl is 
out of the question. 


Great defense and a top-notch O-line ... those are 
national title ingredients. 


Offense could struggle with young 
QBs if running game isn't improved. 


3. Oklahoma State QB Josh Fields, RB Tatum Bell, WR 
Rashaun Woods are instant offense. 


There are concerns about both the 
offensive and defensive lines. 


Has the talent to press for the top spot; but is the 
coaching comparable? 


Not on par with OU and Texas, but it’s best not to 
underestimate the Cowboys. 


4, Texas A&M 
chione; QB depth is enviable. 


5, Texas Tech 


6. Baylor 


siasm into woeful program. 


Cupboard not bare for Dennis Fran- 


WR Wes Welker is league’s most 
underrated player; O-line is strong. 


New coach Guy Morriss injects enthu- 


Offensive line lacks strength and. 
depth; any difference-makers on D? 


Gone: QB Kliff Kingsbury, LB 
Lawrence Flugence, DE Aaron Hunt. 


Bears lack impact players on both. 
sides of the line of scrimmage. 


Franchione's record shows he can build quickly; 
'04 should be better than ‘03. 


Much depends on whether new coordinator Lyle 
Setencich can make defense efficient. 


If nothing else, Morriss will be expert on whether the 
Big 12 or SEC is tougher. 
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PLAYER 


PLAYER or rexean ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


Le _J QB _ Brad Smith Missouri 


Darren Sproles Teddy Lehman RB _ Darren Sproles Jt. Kansas State 
wn Asut RB, Kansas Stale LB, Oklahoma State 


WR __ Roy Williams Sr. Texas 


C Nick Leckey Sr. Kansas State 
Kansas State's preseason optimism is tied to the retum of quarterback Ell 


Roberson, record-setting running back Darren Sproles (1,465 yards) and no OL Rob Droege Sr. Missouri 
shortage of potential difference-makers on defense. 

The key is Roberson, who made big strides last season. OL — Marwan Hage Sr. Colorado 

“It might be easy for Ell to sit back and relax because we don't appear to 
have the same presence of competition as we've had in the past,”” Kansas AP Wes Welker 
State coach Bill Snyder said. 

“But | think Ell has found a different way to be motivated this year. Now, 
it’s more personal. He wants to do everything he can do to be successful and 
to be the best quarterback that he can be.” 

Two-time defending North champion Colorado could stay in title con- 
tention if its defense can give its offense time to develop against a brutal 
schedule, Among the offensive concems are finding replacements for leading 
rusher Chris Brown, its No. | quarterback and four-fifths of its offensive line. 

‘Missouri unleashed the league's next great quarterback when Brad Smith 
passed for more than 2,000 yards and rushed for more than 1,000 as a redshirt 
freshman. The Tigers have another wave of talented newcomers ready to make 
their debuts this season, Many expect this will be a breakout year in Columbia. 

Nebraska might be facing a make-or-break season for coach Frank Solich, 
When you have two generations of fans who have experienced nothing but 
nine-win seasons, a 7-7 campaign doesn't set well. Solich revamped his coach- 
ing staff, bringing in six new assistants, and is hoping that quarterback Jammal 
Lord can pull off a Roberson-like turnaround in his second season as a starter. QB Josh Fields Jr. Oklahoma State 

lowa State surged to a 6-1 start and eamed its first-ever Top 10 rating in 
2002, but faltered badly down the stretch in finishing 7-7 and loses two-year RB Tatum Bell Sr. Oklahoma State 
starter Seneca Wallace at quarterback. 

At Kansas, quarterback Bill Whittemore put together a solid first season WR Jamaar Taylor Sr. Texas A&M 
at Lawrence, and he showed during the spring that he’s recovered from 
a knee injury that hampered him at the end of last season. There's not much 
around him, though. 


Sr. Texas Tech 


i~] 
2 


Andrew Shull Sr. Kansas State 
Jonathan Jackson df. ‘Oklahoma 
Tommie Harris Jr. Oklahoma 
Jordan Carstens fowa State 
Teddy Lehman é Oklahoma 
Josh Buhl 

Derrick Johnson 

Nathan Vasher 

Derrick Strait Oklahoma 
Brandon Everage fa Oklahoma: 
Medford Moorer A Colorado 
Kyle Larson fi Nebraska’ 


os 
ee 
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Cc AJ. Ricker Sr. Missouri 


— Steve Pivovar OL Bob Montgomery Sr. lowa State 


OL Jonathan Scott So. Texas 


/ ii i (Honor Roll) ae AP Antonio Perkins Jr. Oklahoma 


Most Accurate Passer Josh Fields Oklahoma State 
Strongest Arm Josh Fields Oklahoma State 
Best Scrambler Brad Smith Missouri 
Coolest in the Clutch Brad Smith Missouri 
Toughest to Bring Down Darren Sproles Kansas State 
Best Hands Rashaun Woods Oklahoma State 
Most Dangerous Deep Threat Roy Williams Texas 
Best Pass Blocker Rob Droege Missouri 
Best Run Blocker Richie Incognito Nebraska 
Best Pass Rusher Tommie Harris Oklahoma 
Best Cover Comer Derrick Strait Oklahoma 
Special Teams Demon Antonio Perkins Oklahoma 


Kalen Thornton, Texas 
‘Gabe Nyenhius és Colorado 
Marcus Tubbs . Texas 
Kory Klein. Z ‘Oklahoma’ 
Lance Mitchell rh Oklahoma 
Jofin Saldi ). Texas Tech 
Barrett Ruud a Nebraska 
‘Antonio Perkins a Oklahoma” 
Ryan Aycock é Texas Tech 
JaMaine Billups. lowa State. 
Dakarai Pearson rs Texas 
Cody Scates e Texas ASM 
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Oklahoma State at Nebraska New NU staff faces big challenge in marquee Big 12 opener. 

Illinois vs. Missouri at St.Louis __ Win over Illini last season served as Brad Smith's coming-out pa 
Oklahoma at Alabama Crimson Tide would love to put a dent in Sooners’ national title hopes. 
lowa at lowa State Cyclones will be hard-pressed to make it six in a row over Hawkeyes. 
Penn State at Nebraska Collapse against Lions last season was sign the Huskers didn’t have it. 
Texas A&M at Virginia Tech Dennis Franchione's first big game with the Aggies. 

Texas Tech at N.C. State Last season's 51-48 Wolfpack win doesn't bode well for either defense. 
Colorado at Florida State This is the worst of a tough non-conference schedule for Buffs. 
Nebraska at Southern Miss Huskers find their way to Hattiesburg to face upset-minded Eagles. 
Kansas State at Texas Loser has some work to do to get back into BCS contention. 

Texas A&M at Texas Tech Tough trip for Aggies, who were tripped up by Tech at home last year. 
Texas vs. Oklahoma at Dallas Winner stamps itself as the early favorite in the South Division race. 
Oklahoma State at Kansas State__ OSU's measuring stick: Opening league play at Nebraska and K-State. 
Baylor at Kansas Basically, it's a battle in the “Basement Bowl.” 

Colorado at Kansas State Buffs took control of North race last season by winning in Boulder. 
Oklahoma at Colorado QU showed Colorado last season that there are no mulligans in football 
Oklahoma State at Oklahoma Can the Cowboys make it three in a row against their intrastate rival? 
Nebraska at Texas Huskers threw away an upset last season on a last-second INT. BOWL CONNECTIONS 
Texas at Oklahoma State Roy Williams vs. Rashaun Woods in matchup of league's top two WRs. 
Texas Tech at Texas Loss to Tech knocked Horns out of Big 12 and national title races in ‘02. 
Kansas State at Nebraska Wildcats haven't beaten Huskers in Lincoln since 1968. 

Oklahoma at Texas Tech Tech's motivation; avenging last season's 60-15 whipping by Sooners. 
Missouri at Kansas State Ball-contro! Wildcats manhandled Tigers 38-0 last season. 

Nebraska at Colorado Athird straight win by Buffs might get Nebraska to admit this is a rivalry. 
Texas A&M at Texas Dennis Franchione gets his first taste of state's biggest rivalry game. 


Top 10 NFL Talent 


1. Roy Williams 

2, Rastaun Woods 

3, Tommie Harris 

4, Derrick Strait 

5. Brandon Everage 

6. Rob Droege 

7. Josh Buhl 

8. Medtord Moorer 

9. Nathan Vasher 
10. Cedric Benson 


WR 
WR 


Texas Sr. 
Oklahoma St. Sr. 
Oklahoma Jr. 
Oklahoma _ Sr. 
Oklahoma ___Sr. 


Missouri Sr. 
Kansas State Sr. 


Colorado _Sr. 
Texas Sr. 
Texas Jr. 


Preseason buzz: Could be one of top few picks in 2004. 
Would have been a first-rounder in 2003 had he gone. 
Pros have been waiting since Harris enrolled at OU. 
NFL loves good coverage, and Strait’s one of the best. 
Possesses nose for the ball and supports the run well. 
Excellent athletic ability to go along with size. 
Hard-nosed linebacker keys Wildcats’ resurgence. 

Has size to be solid run-support safety at next level 
Solid cover corner; value is enhanced by return skills. 
He's got all the tools. 


Around t 


or years, the stability of Nebraska's staff made it easy for 
fa opponents to prepare. They knew the Huskers weren't going 
to resort to any radical changes on offense or defense. 

But last season's 7-7 campaign forced massive changes in the 
Huskers staff. Nebraska heads into the 2003 season with a new defen- 
sive coordinator — former Green Bay Packers’ linebackers coach Bo 
Pelini — and coach Frank Solich has relinquished his duties as offensive 
coordinator, hiring Bamey Cotton from New Mexico State to call plays. 

So what can Nebraska's early-season opponents expect? 

Solich isn’t saying, and the extra helping of vanilla that Nebraska 
dished out in its annual spring game provided few answers. 

Which leaves Oklahoma State’s Les Miles wondering and worry- 
ing. His Oklahoma State team gets the first crack at Nebraska when. 
the Cowboys visit Lincoln for an Aug. 30 game. 

During a spring teleconference, Miles even asked a sportswriter if 
had any clues on how Pelini and Cotton might operate this fall. 

Said a chuckling Miles: “Do you have any ideas? Can you send 
me something?” 

Nebraska and Oklahoma State originally were set to play on 
Oct, 4, But last July, the schools agreed to move their game to the 
season opener at the urging of ABC and the league's other TV part- 
ners, 
Miles said if he were in charge of scheduling, he wouldn't have 
moved the date of the game. But now that it’s in place, the Cowboys. 


Unpredictable Huskers? This Year They Are 


are embracing the opportunity to open the season with a marquee 
matchup. 

“The direct challenge to start the season by playing a traditional 
Big 12 power will be great incentive for us to work long and hard this 
summer,” Miles said. 


Hungry Bears 

Guy Morriss takes over a Baylor program that is hungry for 
a morsel of success, The Bears have not had a winning season since 
1995 and have lost 37 of their past 38 Big 12 games. 

Morris said his experience at Kentucky, where he took over 
a Southeastern Conference bottom-feeder and made it competitive, 
should help him meet the challenge he faces in Waco. 

“It seems like we jumped from the frying pan into the fire,” 
he said, 

“We knew there were some problems. We tried to get a handle 
‘on them during the spring, and we feel we're moving In the right 
direction.” 

The Bears are short on talent and numbers, Baylor went through 
spring practice with eight offensive lineman, about half the number 
Morriss would like to have in the program. 

Given the situation, what would Morriss consider a successful 
debut season? 

“A bowl game would be nice,” he said, laughing. “Actually, 


Four-Year Standings 


It's tough for second-tier teams to climb in the top-heavy Big 12 


NORTH DIVISION B12 Pet. All 
Nebraska 23-9 W19. 39-12 
Kansas State 22-10 688 38-12 
Colorado 22-10 688 ~—-.29-20 
lowa State 14-18 438 27-22 
Missouri 8-24 250 16-29 
Kansas 6-26 188 = 14-32 
SOUTH DIVISION == B12 Pet. All 
Texas 26-6 39-11 
Oklahoma 2021 781 43-8 
Texas A&M 17-15 531 28-18 
Texas Tech W715, 681 29-19 
Oklahoma State 11-21 344 = 20-26 
Baylor 1-31 031 8-36 182 


Comment 

Is this really a Huskers’ death spiral? 

Still looking for their first Big 12 title. 
Buffs looking for that elusive stability. 
Trying to turn winning into a habit. 

Tigers expecting an upward surge in '03, 
Seem to have been left in starting gate. 
Comment 

Anxious to break Cotton-Holiday habit. 
This could easily have been four league titles. 
Aggies always seem to be underachieving. 
Can Raiders continue recent success? 
Cowboys seem to have broken through. 


0 0 Bears try another coaching staff. 


Note: C=Championship or co-championship (Division/Big 12); BCS=Bow! Championship Series; B=Bowls 
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we want to be as competitive as we can. We want to have a chance to 
win in the fourth quarter. We just want to be able to compete and not 
be blown out by halftime. That's where it's at right now.” 


Go, Brad, Go 

Missouri is going to ask more from Brad Smith this season, which 
is saying a lot considering Smith became only the second quarterback 
in Division I-A history to rush for 1,000 yards and pass for 2,000 yards 
in the same season. 

And he did that as a redshirt freshman. 

“The thing we saw this spring was that things have seemed to 
slow down for Brad," Missouri coach Gary Pinkel said. “When you first 
start playing, it seems like everything is going 100 mph. He seemed 
a lot more comfortable, and you can see that he understands more. 

“We protected him a lot last year. We didn't ask him to check 
a lot at the line of scrimmage. Now, we're going to give him more 
responsibilities.” 

Pinkel said one thing he wants Smith — who has 4.4 speed — 
to improve on this season is deciding when to run the football. 

“We want Brad to pick his moments,” Pinkel said. “He's so 
smooth that he’s not a guy you worry about taking that great hit. 

And we don’t question his toughness. 

“But he has to know when to go down to make sure that he does- 
n't take too many hits. That's not good for him and that’s not good for 
our football team,” 


Noteworthy 

hopes getting physical in the spring will lead to 
a tougher Texas team in the fall. "We lost two games in the fourth 
quarter last year, so we've upgraded our offseason conditioning pro- 
gram,” the Texas coach said. "We were tougher there. We had a more 
physical spring practice, emphasizing the running game and play- 
action and misdirection off the running game. And we also felt like we 
needed to do a better job tackling.” 


: is hoping for big things in moving tight end Adrian 
Jones to left tackle. Jayhawks’ coach Mark Mangino said he 
approached Jones with the idea of the move during the offseason, 
but told the player he could switch back to tight end if he didn't like 
his new position. Jones earned a first-team spot during the spring. 
“He's a natural for the (tackle) position. All he needs to do is put on 12 
to 15 pounds of lean body weight over the summer, and I believe he's 
a young man who could play tackle at the next level," Mangino said. 


is thrilled about true freshman Aaron Brant, who 
eemedaNGst spot at right guard after joining the program in January. 
The 6-foot-7, 307-pound Brant graduated from high school in Decem- 
ber. “He has a lot of talent and he’s mature beyond his age,” lowa 
State coach Dan McCamey said. “He's one of the most talented offen- 
sive lineman I've ever been around. I've seen very few young offen- 
sive linemen come along as far as fast as Aaron did this spring,” 


got a chance this spring to look at the guy who might 
be their next great player in the defensive backfield. Strong safety 
Donte Nicholson, a mid-year transfer from Mount San Antonio Junior 
College, drew raves from Stoops and brother Mike, the Sooners’ co- 
defensive coordinator. “Donte was awfully impressive,” Bob Stoops 
said. “I heard my brother say several times that he’s the most natural 
safety that we've ever coached. He has great size and speed, and he 
has a great understanding for the game.” 


. expects a significant contribution from junior col- 
lege transfer Marvin Simmons, who originally signed with Southern 
California but wound up at Compton (Calif.) College, where he eared 
All-America honors. He could end up in the middle of the Wildcat's 
linebacker corps. “He's a young guy who's going to fit into the mix,”” 
coach Bill Snyder said. 


— Steve Pivovar 


Big 12 in 2003 Draft 


It's gotta hurt Texas A&M fans to watch two Aggies be selected in the first round and six overall — the most impressive showing for 
a Big 12 team in the 2003 Draft. They just haven't had all that much on Saturdays, it seems, to show for it. 


7 (243) Ethan Kelley New England 


Tyler Brayton Oakland 
Donald Strickland Indianapolis 
“Chris Brown Tennessee 
Justin Bates Dallas 
Brandon Drumm Detroit 


Wayne Lucier NY. Giants 


Seneca Wallace Seattle 


Terence Newman Dallas 
“Terry Pierce Denver 
Melvin Williams New Orleans 
Taco Wallace Seattle 


Justin Gage 
Keith Wright 


Chicago 
Houston 


Buffalo 
St. Louis 
Seattle 
St. Louis 


Chris Kelsay 
DeJua Groce 
Josh Brown 
Scott Shanle 


Andre Woolfolk 
Quentin Griffin 
Jimmy Wilkerson 
Trent Smith 


Tennessee 
Denver 
Kansas City 
Baltimore 


Kevin Williams Minnesota 


Detroit 
Washington 
Tampa Bay 
N.Y. Giants 


Cory Redding 
Derrick Dockery 
Chris Simms 

Roderick Babers 


Ty Warren 
Sammy Davis 
Bethel Johnson New England 
Terrance Kel San Diego 
Taylor Whitley Miami 
Chance Pearce Houston 


New England 
San Diego 


Aaron Hunt 
Kliff Kingsbury 0B 


Denver 


6 (201) New England 


(Note: “indicates left with college eligibility remaining) 


QGUuARTERBACKS 


RECEIVERS 
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1. Missouri 

2. Oklahoma St. 
3. Kansas State 
4. Texas A&M 
5. Oklahoma 
6. Texas 

7. Nebraska 
‘8. Kansas 

‘9. Texas Tech 


ii 


12. Iowa State 


1 Texas 
2. Texas Tech 
3. Oklahoma St. 


5. Iowa State 


7. Texas AGM 
8. Kansas State 


12. Baylor 


N 0 player had quite the debut season 
a year ago as Missouri's Brad Smith. 
The redshirt freshman became only the second 
player in NCAA Division I-A history to pass for 
2,000 yards and run for 1,000 in the same sea- 
son 

At one point, it appeared that Josh Fields’ 
future might be on the baseball field. That 
changed last season when he directed the Cow- 
boys to eight wins and threw for 3,145 yards and 
31 touchdowns. He completed 55.4 percent of 
his passes, with just 10 interceptions. 

No quarterback in the league enjoyed 
a greater turnaround last season than Kansas 
State’s Ell Roberson. As a sophomore in 2001, 
Roberson had difficulty hitting wide-open 
receivers and struggled as the Wildcats went 6-6. 
He rebounded nicely last season, going from 
being a 39 percent passer to completing 52 per- 
cent of his passes. Of course, Roberson’s feet 
are his best weapon as he rushed for 1,032 yards 
to go along with 1,580 passing yards. 

Nebraska is hoping for the same kind of 
turnaround from Jammal Lord in his second sea- 
‘son as starter. 


he return of Roy Williams to Austin pro- 

vides Texas with a game-breaker, while 
B.J. Johnson is a proven receiver who would 
have star capabilities if Williams wasn’t around. 
The return to health of oft-injured tight end Bo 
Scaife would solidify this unit. He missed all of 
last season with the second serious knee injury 
of his career. 

If Texas Tech can find someone to get the 
ball to its receivers, the Red Raiders have the 
guys who can catch it. Tech returns all but one of 
its top receivers from last season, with under- 
rated Wes Welker the leader of the group. Welker 
might not wow opponents with his physical gifts, 
but all he does is come up with big catch after 
big catch. 

What's better than having one Woods catch- 
ing passes? Well, two, which is what Oklahoma 
State will have this season. Rashaun Woods 
returned to Stillwater for his senior season and 
will team with younger brother D'Juan to give the 
Cowboys dual home-run threats. 


RUNNING BACKS 


OFFENSIVE LINE 
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Sooners Defenders Jump Off the Page 


Eas, 

2. Oklahoma St. 
3. Kansas State 
4. Texas 


10. Texas AGM 


t's saying something when Colorado can lose 

backs the quality of Chris Brown (early exit 
to the NFL) and Marcus Houston (transfer) and 
still appear to have the best depth at the position 
in the league. 

The departure of Brown and Houston could 
give Bobby Purify a chance to show off his tal- 
ents, but he'll be pressed by teammate Brian Cal- 
houn, who made a strong late-season 
impression. Purify rushed for 739 yards last sea- 
son as Brown's backup, while Calhoun, getting 
achance when Brown and Purify were nicked up 
in the stretch run, had 298 yards on 67 carries. 
Redshirt freshman Brandon Caeser and incoming 
freshman Daniel Jolly will provide depth. 

Depth gives Oklahoma State an edge over 
Kansas State and Texas, the teams with the 
league's marquee backs, Darren Sproles and 
Cedric Benson. OSU's Tatum Bell finished with 
1,096 yards last season in spite of being supbar 
in several games with ankle problems. Seymore 
Shaw, too, was bothered by an ankle injury, but 
he showed big-time ability. 


‘oach Bob Stoops has said this offensive 

line could be the best he’s put on the 
field at Oklahoma. The Sooners have a return- 
ing All-Big 12 pick in Jammal Brown, who like 
tackle Wes Sims and center Vince Carter will 
be starting for a third straight season. The 
guards will be Kelvin Chaisson and Davin 
Joseph, both of whom saw plenty of action 
last season. 

One of Gary Pinkel’s goals when he took 
over the Missouri program was to put some 
power into the Tigers’ up-front punch. Missouri 
returns all five starters and a sixth lineman who 
started five games in 2002. The Tigers have all- 
conference candidates in tackle Rob Droege and 
center A.J. Ricker, and sophomore Tony Palmer 
might be the best of the bunch. 

Texas Tech center Toby Cecil and tackle 
Daniel Loper headline a front five that has six 
players with starting experience. That looms well 
with an inexperienced quarterback set to take 
over for record-breaking Kliff Kingsbury. 
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DEFENSIVE LINE 


SECONDARY 


lf Colorado gets some help at cornerback, 
its secondary has the potential to be 
one of the nations best. 


4, Kansas State 
5. Colorado 

6. Nebraska 

7. Iowa State 

8. Texas Tech 
9. Texas AGM 
10. Oklahoma St. 
IL. Baylor 

12, Kansas 


1. Oklahoma 

2. Texas 

3, Colorado 

4, Kansas State 
5. Texas Tech 
6. Iowa State 
7. Nebraska 

8. Oklahoma St. 
9, Texas ASM 
10. Missouri 

Il. Baylor 

12, Kansas 


he Sooners have speed and power aplenty 

across their defensive front. And with 
seven of the top eight linemen back from last 
year's fine unit, that’s a big reason we're picking 
Oklahoma to win the national championship. 

Headlining the group is junior tackle Tommie 
Harris, slowed most of last season by a nagging 
groin injury, and up-and-coming junior end 
Jonathan Jackson, who notched six tackles and two 
sacks in the Sooners’ Rose Bow! win while stamp- 
ing himself as OU's next great player at the position. 

Texas must replace an all-conference per- 
former in Cory Redding but is deep in lettermen 
across the front four. The Longhorns have bud- 
ding stars in ends Kalen Thornton and Mike 
Williams. A return to health of tackle Marcus 
Tubbs could solidify this unit. 

Missouri is hoping a group of high impact 
newcomers will mix with five players with starting 
experience to turn what was one of the Tigers’ 
weaknesses in recent seasons into an area of 
strength. Keep an eye on 300-pound tackle Russ 
Bell, a track and field All-American who walked on 
last season and wound up starting seven games, 


hen it comes to strength in the sec- 
ondary, Oklahoma has the rest of the 
league covered. 

The Sooners led the Big 12 in interceptions 
with 24, with cornerback Derrick Strait and safety 
Brandon Everage each picking off six passes. 
The Sooners return three other players with 
starting experience in Eric Bassey, Antonio 
Perkins and Matt McCoy. 

Bassey and Perkins, the two fastest players 
‘on the team, are expected to compete for the 
starting spot at corner left open by the departure 
of Andre Woolfolk. Oklahoma coaches are 
expecting big things out of junior college transfer 
Donte Nicholson, whom they feel can have the 
same kind of impact this season that linebacker 
Lance Mitchell had in 2002. 

Nathan Vasher and Dakarai Pearson are the 
leaders of a Texas secondary that is long on 
experience. 

If Colorado gets some help at cornerback, 
its secondary has the potential to be one of the 
nation’s best. 


LINEBACKERS 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


2. Texas 
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eddy Lehman was a Butkus Award finalist 
and a first-team All-American last season, 

but he didn’t even lead his team in tackles. That 
honor went to Lance Mitchell, the Big 12 Confer- 
ence’s Defensive Newcomer of the Year. Between 
‘them, Lehman and Mitchell made 236 tackles, reg- 
istered 36 tackles for losses and had five sacks. 

Pasha Jackson, a junior-college teammate of 
Mitchell's, would be a star at many schools. At 
Oklahoma, he plays in the shadow of his two highly 
decorated teammates but is capable of being a big- 
play maker. Lettermen Wayne Chambers, Russell 
Dennison and Clint Ingram provide depth, and the 
coaches are eager to see what scout-team star 
Rufus Alexander can do when he gets a chance, 

Texas has a star in junior Derrick Johnson, 
and an up-and-comer in sophomore Garnet Smith, 
who earned a starting job this spring. Although 
Kansas State lost Terry Pierce early to the NFL, 
the Wildcats will be fine, with leading tackler Josh 
Buhl and Bryan Hickman at the outside spots and 
big things expected in the middle from junior col- 
lege All-American Marvin Simmons, who origi- 
nally signed with Southern California. 


M issouri made big improvements in spe- 
cial-teams play in 2002, and there's no 
reason to think the Tigers can't continue to move 
forward in this phase of the game. 

The Tigers return kicker Mike Matheny, 

a former walk-on who made nine of 13 field-goal 
attempts and 40 extra points last season, and 
punter Brock Harvey, who finished fourth in the 
league with a 42.5-yard average. And the return 
games, led by Marcus James and Shirdonya 
Mitchell, were better than average, too. 

Antonio Perkins gives Oklahoma one of the 
College football's most dangerous punt returners, 
as he broke three for scores in 2002 and aver- 
aged 15.0 yards. Trey DiCarlo kicked 16 field 
Qoals last season for the Sooners, while fresh- 
man Cody Freeby is expected to challenge Blake 
Ferguson for the No. 1 punter job. 

lowa State kicker Adam Benike earned 
all-conference honors with 17 field goals in 23 
attempts. Texas also has a top-flight kicker in 
Dusty Mangum, the league's most accurate 
kicker last season. Texas A&M's Cody Scates 
and Nebraska's Kyle Larson will challenge Mis- 
souri’s Harvey for all-league punting honors. 


BY BRENT ZWERNEMAN FRANCHIONE LEAVES BAMA 1 
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of a lot different than nearly 50 years prior, when a couple of foot- 
ball fields away from where Dennis Franchione stands, Paul “Bear” 
Bryant delivered a fierce, promising speech to Texas A&M Uni- 
versity’s Corps of Cadets. 

Bryant, straight from the University of Kentucky, had just 
hopped off an airplane at College Station's Easterwood Airport in 
February 1954, and immediately rallied the Corps for an 
impromptu “yell practice” just north of Kyle Field. 

Four years later, with hopes of national championships still to 
come, Bryant split Aggieland for his alma mater, Alabama, when 
he “heard mama calling.” 

Now, 49 years later, Franchione — the man who pulled 
a “Reverse Bear” (the ultimate trick play on Alabama) — stands 
with figure cast against the twilight of a clear evening in College 
Station, his new football team and the Corps on bended knee 
around him. 

Franchione has just wrapped up his first practice as Texas 
A&M football coach during spring drills, and he speaks clearly 
and concisely to the rapt group — including the famed Aggie 
Band (which is part of the Corps) — about how they all need each 
other to thrive. 


They listen to each word carefully, and they believe. 

“It had kind of gotten lax around here,” senior receiver 
Jamaar Taylor said of the prior regime at Texas A&M under R.C. 
Slocum, who was reassigned by new university president Robert 
Gates in December following a 6-6 season. 

“Coach Fran told the whole group out there that they have as 
much to do with our success as anybody else, and that goes for 
everybody around the program. We want to be on top of the Big 
12 Conference. We want to play in the Big 12 championship, and 
be back in the Top 5 in the country and those sorts of things.” 

A&M, an acutely loyal and energetic university of 44,000 
students that is regularly among national leaders in football atten- 
dance, hasn't even finished in the Top 25 since 1999, much less 
among the elite. Now, current and former students (the latter 
numbering 250,000) seem to think they've got the man to do it. 

“We had been satisfied with being mediocre for too long,” 
said Foster Lott, III, a Minden, La., 1996 A&M veterinary gradu- 
ate. “But when you look at Franchione, excellence has followed 
him everywhere he’s been. The people that have had him really 
don't want to lose him, and that says a lot for a man.” 

Lott and his father, a 1974 A&M graduate, have finally 
renewed their season tickets after refusing to do so for six years. 
They're not alone. The 12th Man Foundation, the school’s athletic 
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fund-raiser, had 3,000 new members by the beginning of spring. 
Season ticket sales also were up 3,500 over last year. 

Just a couple of years ago, Crimson Tide fans figured they had 
their closest reincamate to the legendary “Bear” — who won six 
national titles in Tuscaloosa — when Franchione left a resurrected 
TCU program to rebuild ‘Bama. 

But with NCAA sanctions and scholarship limitations clouding 
the Crimson Tide's future, Franchione abruptly resigned as coach 
in early December and climbed aboard a private jet eventually 
bound for Easterwood Airport. He pit-stopped in Dallas to finalize 
the details of a six-year contract worth $1.7 million per season. 

The press conference at Kyle Field to announce Franchione’s 
hiring the following day was, at best, uncomfortable, and at times 
jarring for the coach who'd been adored everywhere he'd been. 
With one Birmingham TV reporter appearing near tears, hurling 
“Why? Why?” questions at Franchione, A&M sports information 
director Alan Cannon finally stepped in and kindly asked if the 
Texas media would like to ask the new coach any questions. 

Stunned by the passion in which the Alabama media seemed 
so tied to Franchione — especially after such a relative short 
period of time — the joke among the Texas writers who'll cover 
the charismatic coach went thus: “Wow, we're sure gonna miss 
this guy in two years.” 


In fact, Franchione, 52, has enjoyed successful stints at South- 
west Texas State, New Mexico, TCU and Alabama, all over the 
past dozen years. He has compiled a 155-73-2 record in 20 years 
as a college coach. 

Franchione’s welcome has been nothing short of hugely hos- 
pitable. For good reason. Texas A&M won three conference titles 
under Jackie Sherrill in the mid-1980s and four under Slocum in 
the 1990s, but none since 1998. 

It's no wonder the campus has embraced Franchione as if 
A&M researchers — heavy into the supposed animal cloning 
business — had suddenly duplicated Homer Norton, the only 
coach to lead the Aggies to a national championship (in 1939). 

“I've enjoyed the student body immensely,” Franchione said. 

“The spirit and the bond that they have here is certainly spe- 
cial, and now I've gotten to see it firsthand. (Wife) Kim and | just 
enjoy being back in Texas, being back where that can-do positive 
spirit that Texans have is so prevalent.” 

After a few months of inspection, Franchione has discovered 
at least one truth about his new football team: the players must 
get much stronger. 

Rick LaFavers, the head strength and conditioning coach for 
football, followed Franchione from TCU to Alabama and now 
A&M. He said the emphasis on extra work in the weight room 
didn’t really show up on the field at Alabama until year two, but 
that they'd like to speed up the process at A&M. 

“What he was doing at Alabama worked, so give him time 
and it should work here,” said junior center Geoff Hangartner. 
“The tempo has been unbelievable. It's high speed, high enthusi- 
asm — a lot different than what we've been used to.” 

Everything around Texas A&M these days seems new, from 
the football coach to the $25-million south end-zone complex to 
the dazzling recreation center to the theatre-like basketball arena 
to the president and finally, to the athletic director, Bill Byme. 

“I'm making it a point to get across the state and it doesn’t 
matter if you're in San Antonio, Corpus Christi or in Dallas, people 
are excited about the Aggies — and they need to be,” said 
Byme, who left Nebraska for A&M. “Dennis is going to create 
a great program in Aggie football, and he'll do it the right way. 

“The man is a genius when it comes to calling football 
games. I've watched his teams on film for about the last 10 or 12 
years, and I really like the way he coaches a football game and 
the way he handles himself on the field. Football is an organized 
fight, and let me tell you, he’s very well organized.” 

Franchione already knows his way into the hearts of the A&M 
faithful. He spoke to about 600 Aggies in early February at the 
school's George Bush Presidential Library and Museum, and coyly 
referenced the inability of the Texas Longhorns to win so much as 
a conference championship under coach Mack Brown, despite 
several heralded recruiting classes. 

“You need to listen closely to this: Being ranked high in 
recruiting is obviously not the key,” Franchione said. 

But right now UT and Brown have the last laugh in the state’s 
most intense rivalry, as the personable Longhorns coach has won 
four of his five games against the Aggies. 

Bear Bryant never stuck around in Aggieland long enough to 
achieve really great things, before heading for history in Alabama. 
Wary Aggies fans, too, are keenly tuned to the nomadic history 
of Franchione, who at his first press conference said A&M should 
be his final stop in coaching (a nugget he’s uttered elsewhere). 

Aggies everywhere, though, are trusting that Franchione 
sticks around long enough to get Texas A&M, as Taylor said, 
back in the Top 5, and those sorts of things. ll 
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at UAB just three years ago, Bill Clay “would have walked on my 
knees from Birmingham to Tuscaloosa’ for the coordinator’s job 
at the University of Alabama. 

But last winter, when Clay, now the defensive coordinator at 
Oklahoma State, was actually offered the job by former Crimson 
Tide head coach Mike Price, he politely declined. 

Why the dramatic change of heart? 

Loyalty. 

After Oklahoma State head coach Les Miles was hired in 
December 2000, he asked that a portion of his salary go toward 
increasing the school's budget to pay his assistants. Miles literally 
took money out of his own pocket to ensure he had enough 
resources to hire a quality staff. 

“You don't find that very often,”’ Clay said. “That’s a commit- 
ment of loyalty to you from the get-go and you feel a responsibil- 
ity to him to return that loyalty.” 

There's another reason that Miles’ staff is so fiercely loyal. 
Miles and then-athletic director Terry Don Phillips agreed that the 
quickest way to stop the revolving door of assistant coaches at 
Oklahoma State would be to tender each man a three-year 
contract. That’s almost as rare as the head man opening his own 
wallet. 

“With the multiyear contract, it provides a sense of stability 
that most assistant coaches don’t have,” said Phillips, now in his 
second year as AD at Clemson. “That’s important to them and 
their families.” 

Offensive coordinator Mike Gundy, a former Cowboy quarter- 
back who coached previously at OSU from 1990-95 without 
a contract, is in his third season calling plays for Miles. 

“| would put our package for assistant coaches — longevity, 
security and financial reward — against anybody in the country,” 
Gundy said. “Assistant coaches seldom have contracts, much less 
multiyear contracts.” 

Miles is entering his third season as head coach, and all but 
three of his assistants have been with him all three years. Virtually 
everyone on the staff has had job offers, some from college foot- 
balls elite programs. 

+As Clay was being courted by Price, Nebraska’s Frank Solich 
was on the phone with Gundy about the offensive coordinator job 
in Lincoln, At the eleventh hour, Gundy asked Solich to not fly to 
Stillwater for the interview. 

+ Defensive line coach Karl Dunbar, after one season at OSU, 
turned down offers from LSU and his former coach, Nick Saban ... 
and from his former professional team, the Arizona Cardinals. 

+ Offensive line coach Chuck Moller was a finalist for the head 
coaching job at Division Il power North Dakota State, but eventu- 
ally withdrew his name. 

+ In 2001, special teams coordinator Joe DeForest — regarded 
as one of the top special teams minds in college football — 
rebuffed interest from Michigan State. Moller did likewise when 
Stanford called. 

The job opportunities keep coming. Yet no one is leaving. 

That’s a far cry from when Oklahoma State cultivated some of 
the brightest coaching minds in America — Jimmy Johnson, 
Butch Davis, Dave Wannstedt, Tony Wise, Jeff Bower, Larry Coker, 
Houston Nutt, Kevin Steele, Bill Young — but couldn't keep them 
because the school’s budget for coaching salaries traditionally 
ranked last in the old Big Eight. 


RARE LOYALTY GOES 


BOTH WAYS 


FOR OKLAHOMA 
STATE COACHES 


BY JOHN E. HOOWER 


“You had to fight for everything,” said Gundy, who earns 
$250,000 a year. “That was the knock, that there was no money. 
You can't hardly survive, and there's no facilities.” 

Thanks to the vision of Miles and Phillips, that attitude no 
longer exists. 

“We wanted to create the best environment for assistant 
coaches we could, and we wanted to be competitive nationally,” 
Phillips said. “I think Oklahoma State probably has one of the very 
best assistant coaching jobs in football.” 

The current staff thinks so, and as it has settled in, the OSU 
program has experienced a surge. Miles’ first year was shaky at 
best as the Cowboys went 4-7. But they won their last two 
games of the season — 38-22 at Baylor and, most notably, 16-13 
at No. 4-ranked Oklahoma. 

That illuminated the way for the Cowboys to finish last season 
8-5 — only their second winning record since 1988. Oklahoma 
State won six of its last seven games in 2002, including another 
win over the Sooners, and a Houston Bowl victory over Southern 
Mississippi. 

In the hours following that bowl, Miles said his top priority 
was keeping the staff 100 percent intact. He succeeded. 

“Consistency,” Miles said, “is the most important part of 
teaching.” 

Miles originally signed a five-year deal worth $400,000 
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a year, which was less than previous coach Bob Simmons’ 
$550,000 salary and significantly less than the $700,000 offered 
to Oklahoma State's first choice, ex-Boise State coach Dirk Koet- 
ter, But Koetter backed out and went to Arizona State, and soon 
afterward Miles told Phillips, “I will not negotiate. | will take the 
job for less money and you can pay my assistants.” 

So OSU's budget for assistant coaches was increased from 
just over $714,000 to $900,000. Then, the deal was struck to 
give them three-year contracts. 

Then came the notion of across-the-board incentive bonuses 
for such feats as winning eight, nine or ten games, for reaching 
attendance goals, for raising and maintaining graduation rates, for 
beating teams like Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas, for achieving 
a spot in the national polls, and even for signing a nationally 
ranked recruiting class. Miles and his staff are paid the same, and 
last year's incentives netted everyone about $13,000. 

And as far as the head coach taking a pay cut, don’t worry. 
He and his growing family are surviving. At the same time Miles 
was reportedly a candidate for the Alabama job that eventually 
went to Price, he and his agent were deep in negotiations with 
OSU for a raise and contract extension that satisfied all parties. 

It's a seven-year deal that pays him an average of $1.43 mil- 
lion a year if he finishes the life of the contract. He also received 
assurances that the school would seriously upgrade its football 


facilities, and fundraising is more than halfway complete on an 
$86-million renovation of Lewis Field. 

Miles was never actually contacted by Alabama — a promi- 
nent former Tide player kept tossing his name out — but he did 
decline an offer to interview with Michigan State. Not hard to fig- 
ure, since Miles is a Michigan alum who played and coached 
under Bo Schembechler and later Gary Moeller. Miles coached in 
Ann Arbor for 10 seasons, with a five-year stay at Colorado under 
Bill McCartney and a three-year stay at Oklahoma State as offen- 
sive coordinator for Simmons. 

Before returning to Stillwater in 2001, Miles spent three sea- 
sons as tight ends coach for the Dallas Cowboys. 

Clearly, Miles has shown loyalty to the schools and teams for 
which he’s worked, a virtue that is now being returned to him. 

Clay, a veteran of 36 seasons, admitted he was a bit leery of 
signing with Alabama and its impending NCAA sanctions. 

He said when Price offered him the job, he “walked down the 
street and did a lot of deep breathing.”’ But in the end, his loyalty 
to Miles and the package he had at Oklahoma State prevailed. 

“It's just a no-lose situation for an assistant coach,” Clay said. 
“You've got a head coach that's loyal to you and has shown it 
with his checkbook. And he doesn’t just show it with his check- 
book. He’s shown it with his concem for you and your family, 
too. ... He’s just a genuine person.” ll 
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Ice, heat, electro-stimulation, .:s:asc 


and tender, loving care healed the hamstring that Roy Williams 
strained last fall on a deep ball against Houston. 

Time healed it too, but not before the injury did a number on 
his ego. 

“I've got that play on my highlight tape,” the Texas senior 
receiver said, “for motivation.” 

“When Roy came back, he was on a mission,” said Texas. 
offensive coordinator Greg Davis. “Sometimes you don't realize 
what you have until it's taken away.” 

Sometimes you do. 

Davis, for instance, knows exactly what he's got in Williams 
and fellow Longhorn senior receivers Sloan Thomas and B,J. John- 


Cotton Bowl. When Michael Haywood came over (from LSU to 
become running backs coach) we asked him. He said they were 
afraid to have to play him one-on one.” 

Even with double teams, Williams still caught four passes for 
142 yards, including a 51-yard score that started Texas’ come- 
back from a 10-point deficit on its way to a 35-20 victory. 

His decision to pass on the NFL Draft — and a likely spot 
among the top 10 picks — keeps the trio intact, and gives young 
quarterbacks Chance Mock and Vince Young an unparalleled 
security blanket, as the Longhorns strive again for the elusive Big 
12 title. 

“The biggest thing wasn’t that | have Roy back,’’ said Mock, 
who heads into the season as Chris Simms’ replacement at quar- 
terback, “but that Roy saw something in me that we'd have the 


son. Three four-year players ... guys who have accounted for 361 


catches, 5,653 yards, 49 touchdowns, 20 100-yard games and 30 


catches of 40 or more yards. 

And three guys who'll be in the NFL in 2004. 

“If our receivers aren't the best group, they're certainly near 
the top,”’ Davis said. “And Roy's special.” 

“After watching him this spring, watching how hard he 
works, I'm thinking nothing but great things will happen for 
him," receivers coach Darryl Drake offered. 

Williams gets most of the attention of the three, and 
deservedly so. 

When the hamstring injury finally healed in late October, 
six games after he hurt it, Williams went on a tear, posting five 
straight 100-yard games. Against Nebraska, he used his quick- 
ness to turn short hitches into a 13-catch, 162-yard, two-touch- 
down afternoon. 

By the time Texas played LSU in the Cotton Bowl, Williams 
was dictating defensive game plans. 

“LSU had been a team that blitzed its weak cornerback 
a great deal,”’ Davis said. “They didn't do it one time in the 


opportunity to build on. That was more of a confidence booster.” 

Having Thomas and Johnson doesn’t hurt either. 

Johnson, the starting flanker, saw his productivity dip slightly 
last year, particularly early in the season when his string of 27 
games with a catch was snapped against Houston. 

“I don't think it was his fault," Drake said. “We didn't get him 
the ball. You look at the tapes and there were a lot of times he 
was running down the field wide open and didn’t get the ball. 
We've got to get it to him more. He's probably one of the best at 
the long ball.” 

“B,J. has caught more balls over 40 yards than Roy, in terms 
of balls that are in the air 40 yards,” Davis said. “He's a huge 
threat for catching the deep ball. And he's really improved in run- 
ning after the catch.” 

Thomas, who backs up Williams at split end and comes in 
when the team goes to a three-receiver set, had his own strug- 
gles last year. Thomas caught a career-high 30 balls, but his 
touchdowns (two) and average yards (12.8) were career season 
lows. 

“Sloan came into camp with a nagging hamstring injury and 
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it took forever before he felt good and comfortable,” Davis said. 
“Sloan probably has more acrobatic catches than any of them.” 

Williams likes to dig at his fellow receivers. He chides 
Thomas because he seems to always catch a touchdown pass 
when he comes in to replace Williams. And he gets on Johnson 
because of his deep ball prowess (five catches of 70 or more 
yards). 

“Man, you get all the deep balls and | get a five-yard hitch,”” 
Williams will say. 

Johnson, listed as 6-foot-1, has emerged as Williams’ favorite 
verbal target since the day the underclassmen were weighed and 
measured by NFL scouts last spring. 

“I'm 6-2; Sloan's 6-1. B.J,"" he says, pausing for emphasis, “is 
alll bs 


THE 


“We call him ‘5-11.’ He gets mad when we say ‘5-11.’ He 
was begging the scout to make him 6-foot.” 

While he kids Johnson about his lack of height, Williams has 
also been pushing his own buttons, using video of his hamstring 
pull as motivation. 

“The hamstring play,” Williams said, before jokingly blaming 
it on his quarterback. “It's Chris Simms’ fault. It was supposed to 
be 42 yards on the hash. He threw it 57 in the end zone. | pulled 
up because of the hamstring.” 

Williams shakes his head. 

“And Coach gave me a drop for it,”’ he says, disgusted. 

Williams drew praise from his coaches for a strong spring, 
though he said he'd occasionally get frustrated because the 
young quarterbacks didn’t always recognize when he was open. 
His spring scrimmage stats were modest, though he occasionally 
turned the short hitch into a big gainer, mostly because the 
emphasis was on the running game. 

But he did have one big drop. 

When Williams stood before more than 1,000 people at the 
school’s football banquet in December and announced he would 


5: 


return for his senior season, he gave Longhorn fans higher hopes. 

And himself a second job. 

“Roy,” people would say to him, “you have to talk T.. into 
staying.” 

The NBA sirens were calling T.J. Ford, the talented point 
guard who led the Texas basketball team to its first-ever Final 
Four this spring. Williams did what he could. On the night the 
Cotton Bowl champions were honored at halftime of a basketball 
game against Texas Tech, Williams wore Ford's No. 11 jersey. 

“We've been talking,” Ford said shortly after the Final Four. 

On the day Ford held a press conference to announce his 
decision, he strode in wearing Williams’ No. 4 football jersey, 
giving the assembled media — many of whom had reported that 
Ford’s departure was a fait accompli — cause for a pause. 


WILLIAMS’ 
SURPRISING 
RETURN 


KEEPS 
TRIO 


INTACT FOR 
ANOTHER DEEP RUN 


BY MARK WANGRIN 


Ford, though, announced he was leaving and later explained 


the choice of apparel by saying he had long ago asked Williams 
to swap jerseys. 


“And it’s this year’s jersey,”’ Ford said with a huge smile. 


“Maybe some of my accomplishments will rub off on him.” i 


EYES ON TEXAS WIDEOUTS 


The career stats of Texas’ three senior receivers: 


PLAYER REC. YDS. TDS 
Roy Williams 171 2,787 27 
B.J. Johnson 122 1,840 12 
Sloan Thomas. 68 1,026 10 
Totals 361 5,653 49 
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BAYLOR 


By 


hen Guy Morriss told friends 
he was considering leaving 
Kentucky for Baylor, his bud- 


dies took him out for a night on the 
town and brought along the Bears 
media guide. 

The Bears finally snapped a 30- 


game Big 12 losing streak in 2002, 
but ended the season with a new 
seven-game slide. With the exception 
of the streak-snapping win over 
Kansas, they lost every conference 
game by at least 34 points and were 
shut out three times. 

The program pursuing Morriss hadn't 
had a winning season since 1995. In the 
seven seasons since, Baylor had plowed 
through three coaches and become the 
Vanderbilt of the Big 12, the lone private 
school fighting for survival in a major con- 
ference filled with public institutions. 

Indeed, Morriss was told, friends 
don’t let friends coach Baylor. 

Despite the warning signs that 
seemed to be posted everywhere in front 


‘2002: 3-9 overall; 1-7 Big 12 South (6th) 

(GOACH: Guy Morriss — At Baylor: Ist year; 
Overall: 9-14, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 6 offense, 


6 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: S Wille Andrews, 


QB Aaron Karas, C Cedric Fields, WR Robert 
Quiroga, DE Khari Long, LB John Garrett 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Mortis and his 
staff are a no-nonsense bunch with the 
potential of becoming a threat on the Big 
12 recruiting trail. The staff stressed disci- 
pline from the moment it arrived, but the 
Bears need to bring in more quality play- 
ers. Morriss has a model for the future in 


of Morriss, something about the job 
intrigued him. Perhaps it was the chance 
to coach at a school where football mat- 
tered to the fans instead of playing sec- 
ond fiddle to Kentucky basketball. Perhaps 
it was a chance to revive a struggling pro- 
gram. Perhaps, it just felt right, especially 


considering Morriss’ past. 

Born and raised in West Texas, 
Morriss starred at TCU in the early ‘70s 
and went on to a stellar NFL career as 
an offensive lineman with the Philadel- 
phia Eagles and New England Patriots, 
playing in two Super Bowls and earning 
All-Pro status in 1981. When he finally 
became a head coach in 2001, he 
inherited a team on NCAA probation 
due to rules violations under the previ- 
ous head coach and led Kentucky to 
a 7-5 finish in 2002. 

“I'ma guy that likes competition,” 
Morriss said. “Baylor was an opportunity 
to come home and be closer to my family. 
To return to Texas and compete in an 
extremely competitive environment at 
a university with the academic tradition 
that obviously Baylor has, we think that is 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: if the Big 12 
isn't the nation’s best overall conference, 
the Big 12 South might be the best divi- 
sion. It won't be easy for Baylor to climb 
the division ladder, especially with new 
offensive and defensive systems, a lack of 
depth and experience on both lines and 
a rugged schedule. 

OVERWIEW: This could be another long 
year for the Bears. Morriss might get 
things turned around eventually, but the 
talent level must rise considerably before 
they can think about making noise in the 
Big 12. All four non-conference games are 
winnable, as is the Kansas game, but the 
other Big 12 games look like losses. 


unique and should be a strong selling 
point in recruiting.” 

The fact that the Bears have yet to 
find their way in the Big 12 doesn’t 
seem to bother Morriss. He truly 
believes he will be the one who turns 
the program around. His philosophy is 


based on intense recruiting, a hard- 
nosed work ethic and passionate 
demand for disciplined football. It's 

a plan with a track record that goes back 
to Morriss’ days in Philadelphia. 

While with the Eagles, Morriss was 
part of a group former coach Dick Vermeil 
called the “Dirty Dozen.” In three years, 
beginning with Vermeil’s first year in 
1976, the Eagles went from the Baylor of 
the NFL to the Super Bowl. 

“We didn’t have a first, second or 
third-round draft choice for the next three 
years coming up,” said Vermeil, now the 
head coach in Kansas City. “Guy was one 
of what we called the ‘Dirty Dozen.’ That 
was a group that went in five years from 
the bottom of the NFL to the Super Bowl 
because of their character, their work 
commitment, their unselfishness and their 
caring about the program.” 

Morriss expects his players to take 
that same sort of ownership of the 
team, so he spent most of spring prac- 
tice raising the standards. He left seven 
players out of spring practice, including 
running back Rashad Armstrong and 
tight end Iris Williams, to concentrate 
on academics. Cornerback Bobby Hart, 
who led the Bears in interceptions and 
punt returns in 2002, violated team 
rules, so Morriss simply left him out. 

“When the new staff came in here 
they came in and laid down the law,” 
quarterback Aaron Karas said. “My first 
impression of them was that they were 


RASHAD ARMSTRONG WAS ONE OF 
BAYLOR’S LEADING RUSHERS LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(3-9, 1-7) PASSING | ‘Aug. 30 UAB 
A “ Att Compe Yaros Pct TD Int 
A ane > 10 1792 598 6 19) | Sept.6 at North Texas | 
z ta : rie mums Sept. 13. SOUTHERN METHODIST 
0 atNew Mexico 23 USHING 
Saas a Yatos AVG Sept. 20 SAM HOUSTON STATE 
Ast WRARISAS Soll | Oct.4 COLORADO 
0 TEXAS A&M Al | | Oct. 11 at Texas A&M 
0 at Colorado 34 RECEIVING Oct.18 at Kansas 
YARDS Av 
10 KANSAS STATE Ad Novas eae 3) | Oct.25 TEXAS 
11 atTexas Tech 62 | ie a a | Nov. 1 at Kansas State 
0 at Texas Al Harrington 14 213 15.2 5} C) | Nov. 8 = TEXAS TECH 
kre Ss | 
| Tackles: Kelley 75, Cosh 64, Stevenson 61, Caller 58, | | Nov. 15 at Oklahoma 
| 28 at Oklahoma State 63 | interespifons: Hart 3, Cosh 2. GaP aa A 
| Socks: long 45, Crovens 25 —| | Nov. 22 OKLAHOMA STATE 
| | Tackles for ‘elley 10, Collier 9, Long 7, Garrett 5 | | 
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ROBERT QUIROGA IS THE BEARS’ 
TOP RETURNING RECEIVER. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


here to instill discipline and that was fine 
with me. We had a lot of grade problems 
‘on the team and a lot of guys not going to 
class. They took care of that and guys 
responded to it. You could tell because 
we didn’t have as many mistakes this year 
in the spring.” 

Mortiss’ discipline program is 
designed to make players feel responsible 
for what happens — good or bad — in 
the program. When the players start tak- 
ing that kind of ownership, it shows in the 
results. And when results show, Morris’ 
program can take the next step. 

“We have to attract a higher-quality 
player to Baylor,” Morriss said. “And 
there's no reason that we can’t. Look at 
the state where we recruit. There are 
probably 350 Division | prospects in this 
state every year. If we can’t sign 20-25 of 
the best ones of those 350 every year, 
something's wrong with us.” 

Those who follow Texas college foot- 
ball and know Morris say there's no rea- 
son 20-25 of the top prospects won't be 


attracted to Morriss. 

“Guy's a Texan who knows what it 
will take to get players to Waco,” said 
Craig James, who played at SMU and 
played with Morriss at New England. 
“The key (to recruiting in Texas) is the 
high school coaches. Guy will not speak 
to the high school coaches; he will speak 
with the high school coaches. He's one 
of them. He’s not a high-faluting prima 
donna. They're going to want to help 
him succeed at Baylor.” 


OFFENSE 

When Morriss and new offensive 
coordinator Brent Pease arrived at Bay- 
lor, they found an offense in desperate 
need of an overhaul after getting shut 
out four times in 2002 and finishing last 
in the Big 12 in scoring with 16.8 
points per game. 

Under Pease, whom quarterback 
Aaron Karas called “the mastermind 
behind the offense,” the Bears will run 
everything through the quarterback. 

However, Baylor's new multiple-for- 
mation attack begins with a solid ground 
game. For all the accolades heaped on the 
Wildcats passing game, it was running 
back Artose Pinner who became the 2002 
SEC Offensive Player of the Year after 
rushing for 1,414 yards. 

“We'd like our offensive ratio to be 
around 60-40 pass,” Morriss said. 

The offense features an up-tempo, 
no-huddle look that relies on the quarter- 
back reading defenses, calling certain 
plays and understanding what he sees 
enough to call situational audibles. The 
passing game relies on short, crisp routes 
and keeping the defense running and 
guessing. All the timing, precision and 
fast-forward pace means receivers must 
run good routes, the offensive line must 
be deep and in shape, and the quarter- 
back must make good decisions. 

“The key to our quarterback situation 
is putting as many good players around 
Aaron as possible,” Morriss said. “We 
need players who know where to line up, 
offensive linemen who know what they 
are doing. That takes a lot of pressure off 
the quarterback.” 

The biggest concern offensively is up 
front. Center Cedric Field is a fifth-year 
senior and left tackle Quintin Outland has 
starting experience. Beyond those two, 
the Bears are extremely thin. 

“We have to have the offensive line 
develop,” Mortiss said. “I'd like to play a lot 
of different linemen, but we only have eight 
right now. That number has to increase.” 


The Bears don’t appear to have any 
tailbacks comparable to Pinner, so the 
Bears will give Jonathan Golden, Paul 
Mosley, Anthony Kreig and Rashad Arm- 
strong a chance to show what they can 
do. Armstrong and Golden led the Bears 
in rushing last year, combining for 84.6 
yards per game. 

Baylor needs the offense to control 
the ball and rest the defense as much 
as possible. Improving the running 
game will be a key, but the Bears also 
need to move the chains with short, 
timing routes. 

Reggie Newhouse, who averaged 
nearly 100 yards a game last year, is 
gone. Robert Quiroga, Baylor's leading 
returning receiver, participated in only 
one spring practice because of track com- 
mitments. Marques Roberts brings good 
size and will play the inside receiver in 
three-receiver sets. The Bears also need 
J Fields, ].T. Thompson and Baylor Barbee 
to contribute. 


DEFENSE 

As if the offense didn’t struggle 
enough, the Bears also finished 11th in 
scoring defense in the Big 12 last year. 
Baylor allowed more than 60 points in 
three games, including 70 in a season- 
opening loss to California. The Bears 
allowed at least 32 points in every Big 
12 game, even in their lone win. 

Not all of what happened in 2002 
can be blamed on the defense. The 
offense put the Bears in difficult situa- 
tions and often forced them to play 
with a short field. However, the 
defense also needs major recruiting 
help because Baylor has been out- 
sized, out-run and out-muscled by Big 
12 opponents in recent years, espe- 
cially along the defensive line. Last 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
C Cedric Fields 


Emerging Star 

DB Willie Andrews 

Top Newcomer 
K Ryan Havens 


year, opponents averaged 4.5 yards 
a carry against Bears and almost six 
yards per play. 

In an attempt to force the action at 
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BEARS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 
une Berlerai Noni aylor needs help on both lines, 
z = & z ae B: first-year coach Guy Morriss 
= 7 ‘didn’t mind waiting until three 
8 o months after national signing day to add a 
6 ve juco defensive lineman to the program. 
we cm The Bears signed Mtyari “MT” Robin- 
- son, a 6-foot-1, 295-pound defensive tackle 
| B o from Coffeyville (Kan.) Community College, 
| i “0 in late April. Mivari is an African name that 
| 2) = means “ready,” and Robinson needs to be 
| — a ready to help the Bears as soon as possible. 
oa a “Obviously we want him to come in 
i r and compete for a starting job,” Morriss 
| “ = said. “And that's what we told him. He 
= aoe needs to come in ready to play.” Robinson, 
8 ws | anative of Newport News, Va., will be 
“8 WS | reunited at Baylor with former Coffeyville 
3 De spe | teammate Montez Murphy, a projected 
= hat a a = starter at defensive end. 
aiirkacdes Beas a Ob * No one can accuse Guy Morriss of 
Toatet Oo = ery leaving something out on his resume. 
fe EMAAIGS In 1992, Morriss was the head coach of the 
= : = Washington Marauders of the Professional 
ca Bo Spring Football League. Well, he tried to 
a ke be. The league never played a game, fold- 
i ny A | ing Feb. 19, 1992, 10 days before the sea- 
x & | son was to open. The PSFL had planned 
rm wee | on playing a 16-game schedule with 10 
BB BF | franchises. Not only did the league never 
8 aes play a game but the Miami franchise folded 
OL ? & : 
= Tae”. | _ before the league did. 
ma we fe | * As part of Morriss’ commitment to 
B 8k making a Baylor game an event, he and his 
ow we staff worked in the spring to upgrade con- 
: 2 = cession and restroom facilities at Floyd 
te Ps Casey Stadium and met with student leaders 
8 to seek ideas on how to stir student support. 
56 Te tind « * Morriss supports the move for an on- 
4 caReee 7 z campus practice facility. Floyd Casey Sta- 
20, aon Lang | B we | dium has experienced several upgrades in 
| recent years, but it remains several miles 
from campus, forcing the Bears to bus to 
2003 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART both practice and gates 
Morriss has a tattoo of an eagle on his 
CS Chat ho got while playing 11 years with 
OBS ‘DE Dominick Crevens, Sr.*/Joe Simmons, Se. | the Philadelphia Eagles. “I'd get a bear claw 
on Robert Guiroga, Sr.*/J Fields, So. E | 3 moe Sree — tattoo right now if it'd help us spar games,” 
vi iegatitesceeeein | | pe—bomnaencnes | Merit Date on bony 
‘WR John Martin, Jr./J Fields, So. | MLB Stephen Sepulveda, Sr.*/Colin Allred, So. 
TE Shane Wiliams, S./Bily Crawford, Je | | \WIB John Garret, Sc*/iviin Crooks, —~—~S~S*(S;«C*«O CH Grant Teeaff, the bear claw was 
TENE Or “ ae prominently displaved on Baylor's jerseys. 
LG Akeem Rettig, Fr./Gavin — | Tay Monriss said some fans have clamored for 
CC  Cedric Fields, Sr.*/Joe DeWoody, Jr. s*«dS:«C«‘d(SCOSS the bear claw’ s retum, but he said Nike, 
1G _JoeDeWoody Je/TovaFast fr. ———~«|;«| OS DerickCash, Se*/Mawice ngs, ___-| the school's uniform provider, wouldn't 
RT__lequalan MeDonold, So./Gk Ss idle Mclean, Se. allow it. 
K Ryan Havens, Fr./Troy Wall Fr. P Jeremy Parker, So.*/Adam Tomlinson, So —Cody Monk 
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Karas Glad Baylor Exercised This Option 


aron Karas had read the names 

just like anyone else. Throughout 

the coaching search to replace 
Kevin Steel, Karas seemed to read or hear 
about a different candidate every day. 

“| heard all kinds of names,” said 
Karas, Baylor’s junior quarterback. 

“A couple of names | heard were guys 
that would be running the option. I’m 
really glad that didn’t work out.” 

What Karas and the Bears got is 
far from an option coach. Guy Morris’ 
Kentucky teams ran the ball effectively, 
but the Wildcats also stretched the field 
with an all-out passing assault and the 
Bears will try to do the same thing with 
Karas running the offense. 

Karas started 10 games in 2002 
and completed 59.8 percent of his 
passes, a school record for completion 
percentage. Against Kansas, the win 
that broke Baylor's 29-game Big 12 
losing streak, Karas completed 22 of 
32 passes for 359 yards, the third- 
highest passing total in Baylor history 
and the most in 18 years. In the final 
two minutes of that game, Karas 
directed two scoring drives to give the 
Bears a 35-32 win. 


the line of scrimmage, defensive coor- 
dinator John Goodner in the spring 
moved Baylor from a 4-3 to a 4-2-5 
defense designed to put more speed on 
the field and get everyone involved in 
stopping the run. 

The Bears still need more help up 
front, particularly from end Khari Long, 
who led the team with 4.5 sacks last year. 
Long is part of an undersized line that 
lacks depth and experience, so Baylor 
needs someone to step up immediately. 
The most likely candidate is Montez Mur- 
phy, a junior college transfer who partici- 
pated in spring practice. 

If the line improves, it should help 
linebackers Stephen Sepulveda and John. 
Garrett. Sepulveda started all 12 games in 
2002, but needs to be more a force 
behind the line. Before missing the last 
seven games of the season and all of 
spring after suffering a knee injury in the 
win over Kansas, Garrett was the Bears’ 
best all-around player, leading the team in 
tackles and tackles for loss. 

The secondary’s learning curve will 


The Bears still went on to lose their 
next seven games, but it did end an 
embarrassing streak. Now, with Mor- 
riss and his staff in charge, Karas is 
convinced the Bears are learning that 
things can turn around. 

“They came in here and laid down 
the law,” Karas said. “The staff is 
pied There are five or six of them that 

ave NFL experience. You listen to 
guys like that.” 

Last year at Kentucky, Wildcats 
quarterback Jared Lorenzen led the 
SEC with 24 touchdowns. He threw 
only five interceptions in 327 pass 
attempts, showing the kind of efficiency 
and accuracy in making reads, audi- 
bles and play calling that Morriss and 
new offensive ashes Brent Pease 
are expecting from Karas. 

‘We'll probably cut the package 
Capilano hence 
Morriss said. “Well find out more after 
two-a-days what he can handle and 
what he can’t as far as play calling, the 
substitutions, the audibles. Our job will 
be to put players around him that know 
what they are doing and prepare him 
as well as we can a game day.” 2 


ERHAPS IT WAS THE 


CHANCE TO COACH 
AT A SCHOOL 


WHERE FOOTBALL MATTERED 
TO THE FANS INSTEAD OF 
PLAYING SECOND FIDDLE TO 
KENTUCKY BASKETBALL, 


probably parallel the progress of sopho- 
more safety Willie Andrews. He played 
in all 12 games as a true freshman, 
recorded 26 tackles and an interception, 
and emerged as one of the few current 
players Morriss believes rises to the tal- 
ent level Baylor needs to be competitive 
in the Big 12. 

“Willie Andrews was a big surprise for 
us,” Morriss said. “There’s no question 
that he’s going to be big time for us.” 


KARAS IS “THE MASTERMIND” BEHIND 
THE BEARS’ OFFENSE. 
PHOTO BY DOUG HOUEMAN 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Bears also struggled in the special 
teams last year, an area where Kentucky 
excelled under coordinator Mark Nelson. 

Like a broken record, the Baylor 
return teams finished next to last 
(punt) and last (kickoff) in returns in 
2002. Then the leading punt returner, 
Bobby Hart, got kicked off the team in 
the spring. J.T. Thompson returned 
seven punts a year ago, but averaged 
only 3.1 yards per return, Robert 
Quiroga will likely take over the bulk of 
the kickoff returns. 

Punter Jeremy Parker is back, but he 
has to be better after averaging only 35.6 
yards per punt and putting an already 
vulnerable defense in even worse posi- 
tion last year. 

The Bears are also so desperate for 
help that freshman Ryan Havens will 
likely be the kicker when he arrives in 
the fall. In high school, Havens set 
a district record with 20 career field 
goals in 29 attempts. 

— Cody Monk 
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|: 's funny how quickly scenarios and ros- 
ters can change in college football. Actu- 
l= the terms “mind-boggling” and 
“depressing” might be better clescriptions. 
Of course, coaches — usually those 
with longterm contracts — claim coping 
with the unknown keeps boredom at bay. 
Boredom rarely visits Colorado. 


At this time last year, the Buffs’ quar- 
terback position seemed secure in the 
capable hands of junior Craig Ochs for at 
least two more seasons. 

Who was to know that by the Big 12 
Conference opener, a disenchanted Ochs 
would be plotting a transfer to Division 
I-AA Montana? 

Or that by season's end, disillusioned 
tailback Marcus Houston, even more highly 
recruited than Ochs, also would be on his. 
way out — to Colorado State, of all places? 

Scrambling as if last fall's defense of 
their North Division championship 
depended on it (which it did), the Buf- 
faloes found a temporary answer to Ochs’ 
exit in Robert Hodge, a 2001 junior col- 
lege transfer who played to the best of his 
experience and ability — just as backup 
Bobby Pesavento did the season before. 

Never mind that Hodge had powerful 
tailback Chris Brown behind him and a 
brawny, savvy offensive line in front of 
him, Colorado's early October defeat of 
Kansas State and successful defense of its 
North championship ranked among col- 
lege football's biggest surprises last fall. 

Here's a tip: Don’t expect a three-peat. 

Colorado's boldest question mark 
hovers at quarterback, but the list of 
unknowns and untesteds doesn’t end 
there. The offensive line lost four starters; 
the Buffs also lost bullish fullback Brandon 
Drumm (who could have doubled as a 
pulling guard) and Brown, who rushed for 
1,744 yards and 18 touchdowns before 

SENIOR DEREK MCCOY IS PART OF A DEEP 


AND TALENTED RECEIVING CORPS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILAMSON 


COLORADO 


BUFFAL 


passing up his senior season to enter the 
NFL Draft. 

The Buffs have recruited well enough 
to fill most of those holes, but the obvious 
pitfall is another brutal non-conference 
schedule that won't be kind to on-the-job 
trainees. Colorado's four non-conference 
opponents include Colorado State, UCLA, 


Washington State and Florida State. 

Eight returning defensive starters, 
headed by senior inside linebacker Sean 
Tufts, will be put on the spot early while 
the offense endures growing pains that 
may or may not subside by the time Col- 
orado visits Kansas State on Oct. 18. By 
then, one serviceable quarterback will 
need to emerge from among five candi- 
dates — two of them true freshmen 
(Bernard Jackson and Brian White). 

On national signing day, coach Gary 
Barnett said he believed his 2003 QB 
already was on campus, making either 
James Cox, Joel Klatt or Eric Greenberg 
the projected starter. Yet, before spring 
drills opened, Barnett wasn't discounting 
either of the freshmen. 

Asked how rare it would be to have 
an incoming freshman quickly absorb as 
much as needed and be ready for confer- 
ence play, Barnett said, “The guy who just 


2002 SEASON: 9-5 overall; 7-1 Big 12 
(Ist North) 

COACH: Gary Barnett — At Colorado: 
29-21, 4 years; Overall: 72-77-2, 13 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | |; 3 offense, 
8 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: [8s Bobby Purify 
and Brian Calhoun, WR Derek McCoy, 
SG Marwan Hage, DEs Gabe Nyenhuis 
and Marques Harris, ILB Sean Tufts, 

S Medford Moorer, S J.J, Billingsley, 
CBs Phil Jackson and Sammy Joseph 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: the Buffs have 


two tested tailbacks, the deepest group of 


left us (Ochs) played as a freshman, so I'm 
not going to rule that one out.”” 

Klatt, a walk-on and former minor 
league baseball player, started the spring in 
a fog but caught on and emerged from 
April drills as the favorite to start. Still, Bar- 
nett refrained from choosing a No. 1 head- 
ing into fall drills. Klatt is older than his 


competitors and showed more mobility in 
avoiding the rush than either Cox or Green- 
berg, another walk-on who played well in 
the spring despite having just returned 
from a two-year Mormon mission. 

Offensive coordinator Shawn Watson, 
a candidate for Utah's head coaching posi- 
tion last December, has done a masterful 
job preparing backups the past two seasons 
and turning them into championship quar- 
terbacks. Molding a raw, inexperienced 
candidate into a Big 12 starter is an even 
bigger challenge, but Watson sounds ready. 

“L absolutely embrace it,'’ Watson 
said. “It's an awesome challenge ... | like 
the attitucle of the people I'm working, 
with. | don't expect them to be finished 
products, but | like their enthusiasm and 
passion for what they're doing.” 

Given the inexperience at QB, the 


receivers they've had in years and a hand- 
ful of marquee defensive players. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: With zero 


experience at quarterback and only one 
starter returning in the line, it might be 
October or later before Colorado's offense 
finds itself. The schedule continues to be 
among the most difficult in the country. 


OVERVIEW: The Buffs surprised the Big 12 


— if not themselves — by winning back- 
to-back division titles. It was good while it 
lasted. Too many unknowns, starting at 
quarterback, loom for another season of 
surprises to unfold. 
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TAILBACK BOBBY PURIFY RUSHED FOR 
OVER 700 YARDS DURING THE 
2002 REGULAR SEASON. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


Buffs might be tempted to lean too much 
toward the run. Watson hopes to avoid 
that: “Our biggest issue right now is that 
we want to hang our hat on our identity 
and not let up in our ability to rush. But 
the bottom line is we have to become 

a better passing team ... that’s where it 
gets back to us. The kids have their part, 
but I have my responsibility as coordinator 
and position coach.” 

Klatt, Greenberg and Cox, probably 
the group's best pure passer, have 
watched tape together, discussed the 
playbook and become fast friends. 

“The quarterback in this offense has to 
be really smart, have arm strength and be 
able to use his legs,” Cox said. “I know 
what to do with the football, and in high 
school, | was able to escape. This is a 
whole dlifferent ball game, though. We all 
have a lot to learn,” 

And not a lot of time to learn it. 


OFFENSE 

Since coach Gary Barnett’s arrival in 
1999, Colorado has flexed its leg mus- 
cles with a running game usually 
described as a physical throwback. That's 
fine with the Buffs, who for the past two 
seasons have been muscular enough at 
fullback, tailback and in the offensive line 
to dominate most defenses. 

Problem is, for the past two seasons, 
Bamett and offensive coordinator Shawn 
Watson have been trying to bring balance 
to their modified West Coast offense. For 
various reasons, they've been unable to 
bring the air game up to speed with the 
ground game, which now has become the 
Buffs’ offensive identity. 

Last year, for instance, they averaged 
241.2 yards rushing and 146.7 passing. 
That's not bad, but if the Buffs are going 
to avoid being one-dimensional and make 
better use of their personnel, they must 
capitalize on their talented receivers. 

Seniors Derek McCoy, D.J. Hackett 
and John Donahoe, junior Ron Monteilh 
and redshirt freshman Blake Mackey are 
tempting targets. Then there's mercurial 
freestyle skier Jeremy Bloom. He's one of 
the Big 12’s most exciting players, but he 
also entered the summer undecided if he 
would keep playing football or dedicate 
himself to skiing. 

While having all those talented 
receivers at the ready is truly a blessing, 
finding someone to efficiently get them 
the ball is the cursed side of this coin, Col- 
orado’s quarterback position is as green as 
it's ever been, with returnees James Cox, 
Joel Klatt and Eric Greenberg having no 
college starts (or even a completion) 
among them. 

Watson expects freshmen Bernard 
Jackson and Brian White to hit the deck 
running, passing and thinking. 

“Whether it’s fair or not, it’s an expec- 
tation in our current situation,” he said. 
“We have to expect it ... They're sur- 
rounded by some very good receivers — 
the best we've had since we've been 
here. That's a strength we'll play to.” 

That's the hope, anyway. But if the 
passing game doesn't pan out, one of the 
QBs will become adept at handing off to 
tailbacks Bobby Purify and Brian Calhoun, 
or pethaps fullback Lawrence Vickers, 
whose main duty will be to replicate Bran- 
don Drumm’s ferocious blocking. 

If an offensive line retuming one 
starter (guard Marwan Hage) is success- 
fully retooled and ready to block, the Buffs 
at least should be able to maintain their 
identity and run. 


DEFENSE 

Like most other Division I-A defenses, 
Colorado's feels the need for speed. The 
Buffs revamped their scheme last spring, 
eliminating the “drop” linebacker and 
adding a safety. 

Operating from its new 4-2-5 base 
a year ago, Colorado finished seventh in the 
Big 12 in total defense (366.5 yards allowed 
a game) but was fourth in scoring defense 
(22.6 points a game). The Buffs allowed 
168.3 yards a game rushing, 198.2 passing. 

Of the three defensive starters lost, 
end-turned-tackle Tyler Brayton’s absence 
would seem to be felt the most. The pre- 
viously silent Brayton led the defense in 
sacks (seven) and developed into a vocal 
team leader. 

While that void might not be immedi- 
ately filled, a couple of junior college 
transfers could step in physically for Bray- 
ton. McKenzie Tilmon and John Guydon, 
both 300-pounders, weren't available for 
spring practice, so their development in 
August will be critical. The one that lags 
behind likely will redshirt. 

Even with one new tackle, that posi- 
tion could wind up being one of the 
defense’s strong areas. Sam Wilder devel- 
oped into a starter by season's end, and 
even though Matt McChesney is listed as 
a backup defense end, he has inside 
experience. Injuries and a mandate to 
concentrate on academics kept McChes- 
ney out of the 2002 season. 

Seniors Gabe Nyenhuis and Marques 
Harris, who recorded 25 tackles for loss 
between them last season, make the Buffs 
solid at end. And Colorado should field one 
of the Big 12's best inside linebackers in 
Sean Tufts, who missed six 2002 games 
with a high ankle sprain. Staying healthy 
could make him a Butkus Award candidate. 

In the secondary, the biggest losses 


THE BEST, anp 
THE BRIGHTEST, 


Most Valuable Player 
ILB Sean Tufts 


Star 
CB Sammy Joseph 


RB Daniel Jolly 


will be comerback Donald Strickland, who 
led the team with 109 tackles last season, 
and safety Kory Mossoni, a linebacker in 

the discarded 4-3 scheme who was nearly 
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QB Joe! Klatt, So./James Cox, Fr. 

FB Lawrence Vickers, So./J.P, diZerega, Jr. 
TB Brion Colhoun, So, OR Bobby Purity, Sr. 
Derek McCoy, Sr.*/Ron Monteilh, Jr. 
John Donahoe, Sr.*/D.J. Hackett, Sr 
TE Quinn Sypniewski, Sr./ Joe Klopfenstein, So. 
ST Clint O'Necl, So./Del Scales, Fr. 


T__Derek Stemrich,Jr./ Mark Fenton, Fr 
1G Marwan Hage, Sr.*/ Mike Sutton, Fr. 
TT Gary Moore, So./ Frederick Stough, Fr 


~K Kevin Eberhart, Fr./J.T. Eberly, Jr. 


DE Gabe Nyenhuis, Sr.*/ James Garee, So. 
‘DT DeAndre Flvellen, Sr./Marcus Jones, Fr. 
DT Sam Wilder, Jr*/Brandon Dabdoub, J. 
DE Marques Harris, Sr.*/ Matt McChesney, Jr. 
1B Sean Tulis, Se.*/Chris Hollis, So. 

1B Jason Ackermann, Fr./Travis Berry, Fr. 

CB Sammy Joseph, Fr./Vance Washington, So. 
$5. Akarika Dawn, So./Omar Stewart, Sr. 
WS Brian lwuh, So./Clyde Surrell, Sr.” 

FS. Medford Moorer, Sr,*/J.. Billingsley, So." 
CB Phil Jackson, Sr.*/ Marcus Moore, Sr 


John Torp, So./Moson Crosby, Fr. 


NOTEBOOK 


efore the 2002 season, 
Bese tapped into the staff 

‘being assembled by new Kansas 
coach Mark Mangino, hiring offensive line 
coach Dave Borbely before Borbely ever 
had a chance to blow his whistle at Kansas. 
This past offseason, Oklahoma pulled off 
the same deed, hiring receivers coach Kevin 
Sumlin to coach the Sooners’ tight ends 
after he'd been in Boulder only three 
weeks. 

Coach Gary Barnett believed Sumlin 
would be a boon to the Colorado offense. 
Ina mid-season reassignment last fall at 
Texas A&M, Sumlin was promoted to 
offensive coordinator, and A&M's attack 
improved immediately. When Sumlin took 
his detour and landed at Oklahoma, Bamett 
eventually hired Ted Gilmore, who has 
a Rocky Mountain (Wyoming) and Big 12 
(Kansas) background and coached at 
Purdue the past two seasons. He replaces 
veteran Colorado assistant Jon Embree, 
who was hired at UCLA by former Buffs 
assistant coach Karl Dorrell. 

Gilmore, 35, won't be Colorado's only 
new staffer. Running backs coach Eric Bie- 
niemy also left for UCLA, so Barnett 
replaced him with Shawn Simms, 39, who 
spent the past two years at Pittsburgh and 
interviewed with Colorado in 2001. 

* Colorado's home opener on Sept. 6 
against UCLA won't lack for local story 
lines. The Bruins staff features three coaches 
who either played, coached or did both in 
Boulder. Dorrell was a Colorado assistant 
under Rick Neuheisel (1994-98). Embree 
played at Colorado (1983-86) and spent 10 
seasons as a Buffs assistant. Bienemy was 
a Colorado tailback (1987-90) and had been 
on the Buffs staff a mere two seasons. 

* Colorado's spring was marred by sus- 
pensions and arrests. Four players were 
arrested and suspended indefinitely: defen- 
sive back Gerett Burl, who also was serving 
an academic suspension; receiver Blake 
Mackey, inside linebacker Thaddaeus 
Washington, and fullback Jeff Tolbert. 
Washington was arrested April 4 for first- 
degree criminal trespassing, while Burl, 
Mackey and Tolbert were arrested April 13 
for theft over $500, conspiracy and under- 
age alcohol consumption after they stole 
bicycles from a campus rack. Defensive 
back J.J. Billingsley's academic suspension 
is scheduled to end before preseason camp 

—B.G. Brooks 
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HAGE BRINGS EXPERIENCE TO THE RETOOLED 
OFFENSIVE LINE. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


flawless at the new position. Colorado's 
last two defensive classes were recruited 
to the new scheme, so there will be able 
candidates to replace Mossoni, with 
sophomore Akarika Dawn heading the list. 

The other two safeties figure to be 
Medford Moorer (free) and Brian lwuh 
(weak), with J.J. Billingsley, who made 67 
tackles in his first college season, able to 
play either position — and well. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Colorado became particularly special 
last season in at least three areas of the 
kicking game — punting, punt retuming 
and kick returning. 

Punter Mark Mariscal led the nation 
(48.2-yard average) and won the Ray Guy 
Award as a senior, while Jeremy Bloom 
averaged 16.8 yards a punt return, plac- 
ing him second in the Big 12 and fifth 
nationally. Rod Sneed finished his career 
as the Big 12’s top kick returner (27.5 
yard average). 


Energy, Strength ... and Hage’s Leadership 


quently glanced to either side of 

Colorado's offensive line of scrim- 
mage and was forced to do a quick 
name check. 

Hage, the Buffaloes’ only returnin 
offensive line starter, admitted to “feel- 
ing like a stranger at times ... Alll the 
guys | was with as a freshman are 
gone. There are a lot of new faces.” 

Hage, a gregarious but rugged 6- 
foot-3, 295-pound senior, is cast as a vel- 
eran leader — and he relishes the role. 

“We've established a high standard 
around here for the last two years, and 
now we've got to work our way back to 
that,” he said. “This line can even be 
better than the last wo — more athletic, 
stronger. We've got a lot of energy.” 

And that’s how eee plays — ener- 
gized. On a Colorado line that has 
eared a reputation in the Big 12 Confer- 
ence for physical play, Hage led the team 
last season in knock-down blocks (42), 
finished second in touchdown blocks (11) 
and allowed only one quarterback sack 
in 13 regular-season games. 

“| expect him to really pick up and 
do what he did a year ago,” said line 
coach Dave Borbely. “He was growing 


| n April, guard Marwan Hage fre- 


Place-kicking was another story ... 
and a sad one. Pat Brougham made only 
11 of 25 field goal attempts and missed 
all four attempts in Big 12 championship 
game and Alamo Bowl losses. 

No wonder Colorado spurned signing 
day tradition and signed two kickers to 
scholarship — Kevin Eberhart and Mason 


Crosby, who also might be the backup for 
new punter John Torp if Eberhart wins the 


into a leadership role last year, kind of 
the glue that held the group together 
with his personality and some of the 
things he did behind the scenes.” 

Hage, who left war-torn Beirut, 
Lebanon, with his family in 1990 and set- 
tled in Montreal, Quebec, has become a 
stickler for detail and “finishing” his blocks. 

“We put a real emphasis on that 
last year — getting guys to finish, and 
that's measured in knock-downs,” Bor- 
bely said. “He was our leading guy, 
which shows a sense of urgency to 
exert maximum effort.” 

For the past two seasons, the Buf- 
faloes have rushed for 228.5 and 
241.2 yards a game as one of the Big 
12’s most dominant running games. 
During that span, Colorado’s offensive 
line has been populated by all-confer- 
ence selections such as Andre Gurode 
(2001), Victor Rogers (2001), Wayne 
Lucier (2002) Paine Bates (2002). 

Now there’s only Hage and a cast 
of green ‘bokeapebee newcomers. 

“| expect him to be a leader who 
will step up,” Borbely said, “and show 
these guys what kind of standard has 
been set here over the last two years; 
what we've done in the Big 12.” O 


place-kicking job. Eberhart was a January 
enrollee and might have a leg up in the 
competition. 

Torp might not make Buffs fans forget 
Mariscal immediately, but his leg strength 
is comparable. Torp averaged 49.3 yards 
on three punts last season. 

Much of the return game’s 2003 suc- 
cess depends on Bloom's status. After 
retuming two punts for touchdowns (cov- 
ering 75 and 80 yards) last season, Bloom 
declared what had been an exploratory col- 
lege season a success. He also scored on 
a 94-yard pass play, giving him three of 
the five longest plays in Colorado history. 

But Bloom's hang-up is the NCAA, 
which is denying endorsement revenue 
mostly generated through skiing. Bloom 
— who won four World Cup skiing events 
in the winter — needs that money to pay 
for his ski training. If he lets football slide, 
Colorado might turn to Derek McCoy or 
incoming freshman Stephone Robinson. 

— B.G, Brooks 
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an McCarney is no longer Mike 
Dies: boss, but it would seem 

that the two guys are going to be 
friends forever. 

Few coaches know McCamey better 
than Woodley, who was the first man 
McCarney hired for his staff when he took 
the lowa State job following the 1994 sea- 


son. Woodley coached the Cyclones’ tight 
ends and later became McCarney's 
administrative assistant before taking a 
high school job in Texas earlier this year. 
Ask Woodley what it is that has 
enabled McCarney to turn the comer at 
lowa State — a place where few coaches 
have turned many corners in football — 
and he'll fill several pages in your notepad. 
“The biggest part is Dan's work ethic, 
which is second to none,” Woodley said. 
“Nobody can second-guess his enthusi- 
asm for the game. When he walks into the 
building where the football offices are 
located, he's so upbeat that the support 
staff and secretaries ask, ‘What's he on?’” 


2002: 7-7 overall; 4-4 Big 12 (3rd North) 


overall: 36-57, 8 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |6; 7 offense, 
7 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OT Casey 
Shelton, OG Bob Montgomery, WR Lane 
Danielsen, OT Cale Stubbe, TB Hiawatha 
Rutland, WR Jack Whitver, OG Collin 
Menard, DE Tyson Smith, DT Jordan 
Carstens, NG Nick Leaders, MLB Brandon 
Brown, FS Marc Timmons, SS JaMaine 
Billups, CB Ellis Hobbs III, RB Michael 
Wagner, WR Jamaul Montgomery 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: lowa State's 
defense has made consistent improvement 
in recent seasons, The leader of that unit will 


COACH: Dan McCamey - At lowa State and 


be Carstens, a one-time walk-on who should 


IOWA STATE 


CYCLONES 


Well, the past three seasons, McCar- 
ney has been on a pretty good roll. He's 
had records of 9-3, 7-5 and 7-7, and 
taken the Cyclones to three consecutive 
bowl games — the Insight.com, Indepen- 
dence and Humanitarian. He's the only 
coach ever to do that at a school that has 
never been regarded as a football power. 


Since Woodley’s son, Joe, will start at 
linebacker for the Cyclones this year, he 
has to have faith in McCamey, 

“Lcan't remember him ever blaming 
a player or the administration for a loss,” 
Woodley said. 

Obviously, the hard work has paid off 
for McCarey. Fortunately for him, lowa 
State was patient with him during the 
13-42 stretch that preceded the 9-3 
turnaround in 2000, 

“We've brought respect to our pro- 
gram,” McCarney said. “Now we want to 
be in a position where we can make a run 
at the Big 12 championship every year ... 
where we're a team that has a shot to be 
in the race. 

“We've finished third in the North 


be one of the Big 12's best defenders. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Cyclones 
enter uncharted waters at quarterback. 
Seneca Wallace is gone, and the position 
is up for grabs. For the first time since i 
McCarney came to lowa State, the team | 
didn't have a 1,000-yard rusher in 2002, 
and there's certainly no guarantee there 
will be one in 2003. 

OVERVIEW: The schedule is brutal, but at 
least the Cyclones open against Northern 
lowa instead of Florida State and play 
Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas State and Col- 
orado at home. They have league road 
games at Texas Tech, Nebraska, Missouri 
and Kansas, so this will be a challenging 
year for lowa State. Earning a fourth con- 

secutive bowl trip is going to be difficult. / 


Division of the Big 12 three years in 
a row. Now we have to figure out what 
it's going to take to make the next 
step — where we don’t have to be satis- 
fied watching two other teams play in the 
championship game. 

“We've already done a lot of things 
people said we couldn't do and a lot of 


things some people didn't want us to do, 
Those things make you feel good, but 
then there's that next step: going after the 
championship.” 

The biggest obstacle to McCamey and 
the Cyclones winning a championship is 
another murclerous schedule. However, 
Florida State, which slipped past lowa State 
38-31 in the Eddie Robinson Classic, isn’t on 
the schedule anymore, and the Cyclones get 
to play Big 12 powers Oklahoma, Texas, 
Kansas State and Colorado at home this fall. 

For all of McCarney’s talk about play- 
ing for the Big 12 championship, it's diffi- 
cult to imagine it happening this year. 
Indeed, just predicting a winning record 
and a fourth consecutive bowl for a team 
that has an unsettled picture at quarter- 
back and a crowded tailback situation 
seems far-fetched. 

The defense and special teams could 
be better than they were in 2002, but it 
will be tough for the offense to be as 
effective and dangerous without talented 
quarterback Seneca Wallace, 

The Cyclones certainly have a chance 
to get off to a good start with home 
games against Northern lowa and Ohio, 
but after that things get very interesting, 
with a home game against lowa. 

The Cyclones, incredibly, have won 
the past five games in the series. Last 
year's 36-31 victory in lowa City was par- 
ticularly impressive because the 
Hawkeyes went on to share the Big Ten 
title with an 8-0 record and win a school- 


JAMAUL MONTGOMERY IS PART OF 
A STRONG RETURNING RECEIVER CORPS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


120 Linpy’s FoorBat, ANNUALS 


2003 


Cyclones. visit www.iowastate.rivals.com 


For mor 


GLONES*REGRUITING 


Naw / Posion Sue Honerouni Hic Scoot / Couse Nas / Postion Sue Honerowni Hist ScH0ou / Couece 
| Soe 1B 61,210 Dako Beach FL Alone EVER, Bret C3 63,190 Aone Monte 
Crlondo Senna cled No. 44 ployer in Florida @ Helped team fo dst chompionshp. Suparfep All Widonds Region # Rivclscom lowa Top 10 # Twotime Al'Sile # edison o 13-0 record and | 
Se Gubponn ¢s Vlle oe poe el #2000 ok ing od hows 2 | 
BARKEMA, Ben 54,235 Muscetioe senor AllConfeenc in botkel @ Member of boieball ond wack toms 
Ai Ak Coles on le adele # Hal 35 repr fr 10 yards sen hows | | 
in rel to Seosons Hod 95 odes, ncucing 13 fresnel fv socks # Theo AS a | | NOSES Adan We 62,195 
boskebal | AES @ Abo «/AkCansor Tean HYP ® Serer be Na | bel ea nov 
BEG cobb Herland Community PRELOW, Ron |B Tempo, FL Jeferion | 
Airing ido go ra ela uence hal Fed ern 12:2 ecard ord ie apap goer ro err Hed 1 idles ng sxc in | 
$Bioyercaroltgerd sn baghdad 500 yas pig rds cciome ard ha Trap chonpionhip gore 
fon fr 154 yards @ Hod 171 fcles 
| SCHERBRING, Matt DL 63,325 Odhwein 
BERRYMAN, Joon DE | SiSae # Tete Abus» eam Dein Wo Vb Pyer« Hed Case cd fire 
He eS ial 140 rs ls nd petboce nas Hod 9 yo aig a! 20 le rd hoped Hod 175 es nd 3 hes bs, 1? ub sc re 
yard esiing Bes recovered bocad Kicks ond on scons @ Fayed in owe Sen 
Be To £510 Indi vg rate Hed Soe ieas Oe 6-4, 285 Allantic ie bbe ns empiri 
le defensive back as junior @ Class dA Yeor # Tworfime County Yeor ® Stole # Two-time AllDisrict @ Poyed offensive ond defensive toctle @ Helped team to stole championship 
| He aor ge din ‘sa seri # Nanber of baskebol tom # Sle Class 3A champion n dius a jue. 
29% Debate fe) ete SCHOBER, Bastion OL 3, 02 ‘Gronbury, TX Gronbury 
Misa Revine Abie here At Cake 9 Mentrfbat onlbok | | Sepeten An ce Serr Al Biren Regd nh 
tlle # Aso seror, hod 5¢ odes, re quorerbck socks, hee fables caused ond ore ble 
OOK. Brordon OL 66,335 Gamer Gomer Hold | @RorkedNo, Jin Texas in powering 
SuperPep AltMilonds Region # Ranked in ova Top 10 by Risks. com # Tworfne AllSite # Three-year 
‘Sorter # Member of championship track team as a junior. | SCHRAGE, Toylor 18 62,200 Porkersburg Aplington-Parkersburg 
HE Sacer inde ploy o ero certo ACL @ Hod 300 yrs ing on a uch 
IRVEY, Brent 60,2 Houston, TK Westfield ddouns @ Had 30 toes © Set choo record fr corer rushing yor wih 3,983 @ Aso sophomore lod dsc 
Aa ta pin ¢ Aafia rr sin cd win. B16 yards shng @ Hod 14 corer ladle, or nercopon: ond fou fumbles recovered 
TAYIOR, Kurs 1B 62,210 Fort Dodge 
DAVIDSON, Nick DL 64,265 Hust, TK D. Ball | Acetate ck or osmrsclonaaiutr stron pore yt deed od boc baron 
Seto A ox Had 20 tae ls bd spe cpr fr 58 yr end ve uch Sesh «Toa epan ¢ Aso it fe 6d Gd yrds ning ond een iow 
bun oso senior @ Asa juror, had 78 ladles, inducing 10 foc or loss # AF Dic n cos erent eds emir rad pera 
FLOWER, Dominique DB 6-1, 200 Sk Petersburg, FL Nodheast TINUN, Brandon TE 64,230 Son Diego, Point Loma | 
AlkCounty defense bock # Secorlisom AllSuncoos! wide recive @ Averaged mee thon |2 points ond Mtns igen od delouied® Leage Cen Heys of ho Yor # Po 19 rcp fr 355 
four ass pr game fr basket eam # Shoot 85 perce fom fee Frow ine | yess senor Hod 40 lcs nd 12 quotebodk ods Menberofboxbal ond bake eons. | 
GRIEBAHN, Josh PK 58,11 huerlrese Weegee? Oo 67,285 ‘Mason Gity Mason City 
Aso ene islam Gene I Pyro 2000 0 & eth ca | Sze Al cn oA idee agen Eicon ew ep 10 AS @ Tv ine unarnes 
fr ard 2000 Hk oho ord rng ha ga 8 Yo] od ment pe chr tuchdomn || ‘Teom copcn ¢Thre-yerletemann fool ond boskebiol ¢ Two-yerlterman in rack 
‘one game (seven) # Member of soccer teom. | 
| WALKER, Anthony OL 63,300 City, OK ‘Northeast Academy 
| toe os 0,1 Sow Zz | Season ef So» Sse ny oweng rani row Se pl if Kon 
‘Tworyeor starter at quarterback ¢ As a senior, sone 
shai ars id ele tn nal ey ae] | WEST, Mike RB 1,195 Gito, Noth Mar 
[isos Gobet onic sti | Mista Htc oss 3A Pops he Yoo # Tes es Vail Pyer #1! 600 york making ond 
1 Scores 0 seior@ Ao sored operon nage en 
ELSEN, Nate QB 63,190 Komror heost Homilton 
WRIGHT, mes TE Houston, TK 
‘aso ere Aoi ts helps mah # AL nla ¢ i cr cg en 2 rams heen seerepieul Hojo no 
ors rep Aba od 3 rns 570 ord in final wo prep stone 


WOOKATTHENGYGLONE: 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


PASSING Aug. 30 NORTHERN IOWA 
| M At Comp Yaros Pct TD INt SS = 


45 KANSAS 3 | 2. 
58 TENNESSEE TECH 6 | 
ips Snes eal RSet S13 OWA 
i Se Yaos Ave Sept. 27 at Northern Illinois 
36 NEBRASKA 14 | 5235 Oct.4 OKLAHOMA 
ESUESUIEXASTIEGHE TZ > 3 Oct. 11 atTexas Tech 
10 atTexas 21 | RECEIVING Oct. 18 _TEXAS | 
i ASSOURI—— No YARDS —————————————————— 
42 MISSOURT 35_| Oct.25 at Nebraska | 
7 atKansas State 58 | : —— 
27 atColorado AL | | Young 16 Nov.1 at Missouri J 
"20 CONNECTICUT 37,» = Monomer EE Nov.8 KANSAS STATE 
HUMANITARIAN BOWL 
16 Boise State 34 : Word 139, Brown 137, Smith 104, Corstens 103. Nov. 15 __ COLORADO: 


ith, loyd 5.5, Corstens 5, leaders 5 Nov. 22 at Kansas 


joyd 13, Corstens 13, Smith 11 


122 Lnoy’s Foorsau ANNUALS 2003 


record 11 games. 

Surviving the first half of the season 
was not the problem for Iowa State in 
2002. The Cyclones were 6-1 and ranked 
No. 9 nationally after successive victories 
over Kansas, Tennessee Tech, lowa, Troy 
State, Nebraska and Texas Tech. 

But then came the harsh reality of 
playing Oklahoma, Texas and the rest of 
the Big 12 schedule. Wallace and his 
teammates were in over their heads 
against several opponents. The situation 
got so bad that even non-conference foe 
Connecticut lowered the boom on lowa 
State 37-20 in the regular-season finale. 

Boise State made it six losses in the 
last seven games for the Cyclones by win- 
ning the Humanitarian Bowl 34-16. 

“It's hard to say what went wrong in the 
second half of the schedule,” said Jordan 
Carstens, lowa State's standout defensive 
tackle. “I'd like to say it was the schedule 
and make excuses, but | really can’t. We just 
didn’t come out and play every week.” 

“The 2003 schedule doesn’t look like 
it's going to be a whole lot easier,” 
McCarney said. “But, from a fans’ stand- 
point, they have to love the home sched- 
ule with five bowl teams coming into 
Ames out of the seven teams we play.” 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


DT Jordan Carstens 
TB Stevie Hicks 


QB Austin Flynn 


McCarey had hoped to select 
aNo. 1 quarterback after spring practice, 
but it’s still a battle between redshirt 
junior Cris Love (Wallace’s backup last 
season who has a slight edge), redshirt 
junior Waye Terry and redshirt freshman 
Austin Flynn. 

“It's a shame that Terry broke the 
thumb on his passing hand halfway 
through spring practice,” McCarney said. 
“But he'll be fine for two-a-days.” 


A strange thing happened in 2002. 
lowa State played 14 games and none of 
the running backs rushed for 1,000 yards. 

That's the first time that's happened in 
Dan McCarney's eight seasons at lowa 


State. Instead of relying on Troy Davis, 
Darren Davis or Ennis Haywood to pile up 
yardage, the Cyclones tried a tailback-by- 
committee approach and relied on quar- 
terback Seneca Wallace to produce most 
of the offense. 

Tailback Hiawatha Rutland was the 
leading rusher with 614 yards. Then came 
Michael Wagner with 542, Wallace with 
437 and Brian Thompson with 305. 

“At best, we were very average at 
tailback, which is unusual for us,” McCar- 
ney said. “What we did last season is not 
acceptable.” 

Rutland has a slight edge as the No. 1 
tailback over freshman redshirt Stevie 
Hicks, Wagner and Thompson. 

“Rutland seems to have stepped up 
his game a little bit,” offensive coordinator 
Steve Brickey said. “He was playing pretty 
darn well until he hurt an ankle against 
Nebraska last season. That affected how 
he played in the second half of the sea- 
son, when he didn’t have the same zip.” 

Hicks rushed for more than 3,000 
yards in his junior and senior seasons at 
Creighton Prep in Omaha; he’s someone 
to keep an eye on in the fall. 

“Stevie will be right in the thick of the 
competition,” McCarney said. “He's a 
212-pounder with power and speed. As a 
young guy, he probably reminds me of 
Haywood (lowa State’s standout rusher 
from 1998-2001) with more speed. Hicks 
can be a tremendous player.” 

The quarterback job is up for grabs. 
Cris Love played sparingly as Wallace’s 
backup, and may have a difficult time 
holding off Austin Flynn and Waye Terry in 
two-a-days. 

All of the wide receivers are back, led 
by Lane Danielsen, who made 63 catches 
for a school-record 1,073 yards in 2002. 
Danielsen, a 192-pound senior, enters the 
season with 117 catches (fifth in school 
history) for 1,918 yards (second in school 
history). Also back are seniors Jamaul 
Montgomery and Jack Whitver. 

“There’s no question | think they were 
as good a group of receivers this school 
has ever had,” McCarney said. 

The departure of tight end Kyle 
Knock, who had 11 catches for 82 yards 
and one touchdown in 2002, puts the 
spotlight on junior Brett Kellogg. 

Brickey is happy with the offensive 
line, which returns starting left guard Bob 
Montgomery, as well as tackles Casey 
Shelton and Cale Stubbe. Aaron Brant, a 
307-pound true freshman who began 
school in January, won the starting right 
guard job over redshirt freshman Seth 


MICHAEL WAGNER AND CYCLONE RUNNERS 
MUST REPLACE SENECA WALLACE’S 
PRODUCTION. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


Zehr in spring practice. 

The key to the line might be the play 
of Luke Vander Sanden, a 305-pound 
junior who has moved from guard to 
center after saw limited time last season 
after twice breaking the same ankle. 


Dan McCarney’s teams have made 
consistent improvement on defense in 
recent seasons, and 2003 should be no 
exception. 

“We should be better on defense than 
we were last year,” the coach said. “Three 
players in our front four are returning, and 
tackle Jordan Carstens is one of the better 
linemen in collegiate football.” 

Noseguard Nick Leaders, a 290-pound 
sophomore, added 20 pounds in the four 
months following the Humanitarian Bowl. 

“We started him as a true freshman, 
and who are we kidding?” McCamey said. 
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NOTEBOOK 


the second consecutive season, 
lowa State may not have a 1,000- 
yard rusher. 

Yet, coach Dan McCarney doesn’t 
seem to care, 

“I don't think it makes any difference," 
McCamey said. “Hiawatha Rutland has 
earned the starting job, but you could see 
Stevie Hicks, Michael Wagner and possibly 
Brian Thompson in games. 

“It's not that we can't make a decision. 
We like all of them and we feel good about 
the position,” 

McCarney had a 1,000-yard rusher in 
each of his first seven seasons at lowa 
State, but in 2002 lowa State used a tail- 
back-by-committee approach and relied 
heavily on quarterback Seneca Wallace. 

“Last year it was Seneca and the 
Cyclones,” said Rutland, who led ISU with 
614 yards last year. “I'd like to see the run- 
ning game get a bigger emphasis this sea- 
sor 


Rutland blamed himself for some of the 
problems with lowa State's rushing attack. 

“We ran the ball really well in the first 
half of the season, but | kind of got into 
a mild depression after | injured an ankle in 
our sixth game against Nebraska,” Rutland 
said. “Seneca was a Heisman Trophy can- 
didate and the team was playing well when 
I got hurt. 

“| felt it was my fault that all of that dis- 
appeared, so I want to prove I can stay 
healthy for the whole season this time. 

Ive been playing football since | was 10 
years old, and I'd never had an injury prob- 
lem until last year.” 

Jowa State has an interesting situation 
at offensive right guard, where 6-7, 307- 
pound, true freshman Aaron Brant and 
6-5, 271-pound, redshirt freshman Seth 
Zehr are first and second on the depth 
chart. 

Brant, a standout at Dubuque Wahlert 
High School, enrolled at lowa State in Jan- 
uary and made an immediate impression 
with the coaches in spring practice. 

“T've never seen anything like that, 
where a kid comes in at mid-year and 
becomes a starter,” McCarney said. “After 
being on our campus for four months, he 
was playing well enough to be a starter in 
the Big 12. 

“He's beyond his age from a maturity 
standpoint. He's an amazing young man.” 
— fon Maly 
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Carstens a Bountiful Harvest for Cyclones 


ordan Carstens’ idea of a perfect 

fall weekend involves more than 

just making a bunch of big hits on 
Saturdays as a standout defensive 
tackle for lowa State. 

It also means driving a mean trac- 
tor on his family’s 4,200-acre farm on 
Sundays, 

“Jordan plays 75 snaps against 
lowa and Nebraska on Saturdays, then 
he does the chores back home on Sun- 
days,” Cyclones’ coach Dan McCarney 
said of Carstens. 

Carstens loves every minute of 
both jobs. 

“It's harvest time in the fall, so they 
put me in the tractor and | drive that 
most of the day on Sundays,” said 
Carstens, a 303-pound senior. “I don’t 
do it every weekend, but I'd say | did it 
every other weekend last fall.” 

He plans to do the same thing again 
this fall, Carstens will pursue his hi con- 
secutive All-Big 12 season on Saturdays 
against some of the nation’s best teams. 

en he will make the one-hour drive to 
Bagley for the Sunday farm labor. 

“I'm studying agricultural business, 
and I hope to go back to the farm after 
my football days are over,” Carstens said. 

Carstens, who came to lowa State 


“He didn’t just survive — he played some 
really good football in one of the most 
physical conferences.” 

Tyson Smith, who is back after starting 
at end last season, came on strong at mid- 
season. He needs to get bigger after play- 
ing at 230 pounds last season, and added. 
12 pounds by the end of spring practice. 

“The bigger we get and the more 
physical we play will allow us to keep 
stepping up,” defensive coordinator John 
Skladany said. “The Kansas States, the 
Colorados and the Oklahomas of the 
world at times in the past have muscled 
us up a little bit, and that’s where we 
have to keep improving.” 

It's been a long time since an lowa State 
secondary returned so many experienced 
players, including four returning starters in 
cornerbacks Anthony Forrest and Ellis Hobbs 
Il, free safety Marc Timmons and strong, 
safety JaMaine Billups, who moved from 
running back to the secondary last fall. 


as a walk-on, grades out just as well in 
the classroom as he does on the foot- 
ball field. He’s a two-time Academic 
All-American with a 3.57 grade-point 
average. He is on track to earn his 
degree after one more semester. 

The way McCarney sees it, Carstens 
won't need to put his agricultural busi- 
ness degree to work anytime soon. 

“He’s going to play football for 
a lot of years after his Big 12 days,” 
McCarney said. “He’s got it all — atti- 
tude, toughness and heart. He’s a war- 
rior on the field and a complete 
gentleman off the field. What a great 
ambassador he is for our program. 

“He is as motivated as any young 
man I’ve ever been around to have a 
fantastic senior year. If he stays healthy, 
he should be up for every award that’s 
out there for defensive linemen.” 

Carstens increased his weight from 
220 pounds as a high school senior 
with the help of a strong program put 
together by lowa State strength coach 
Matt McGettigan. 

“It definitely gives me a good feel- 
ing that the coaching staff feels that 
way about me, but individual awards 
are something | try not to think about,” 
Carstens said. 


“It was one of the best moves we've 
made since I've been at lowa State,” 
McCarey said. 


One of lowa State's biggest surprises 
in 2002 was kicker Adam Benike, who 


CARSTENS, A HOME-GROWN TALENT, 
1S A DRIVING FORCE ON DEFENSE. 
PHOTO BY ISU MEDIA RELATIONS 


earned first-team All-Big 12 honors after 
making made 17 of 23 field goal 
attempts, including clutch kicks that 
helped beat lowa and Missouri. He was 
46 of 48 on extra points, and his 97 
points set a season record for Cyclone 
kickers. 

Tony Yelk was recruited by lowa State 
as a kicker, but wound up as the No. 1 
punter. His career 43.1-yard average on 
91 punts ranks second in school history. 

The Cyclones should also be solid in 
the return game. 

“Among our return guys, Todd Miller 
has already shown he can get it done,” 
McCarey said. “With no ‘halo rule’ next 
year, you better have someone you can 
trust back there with some courage, and 
he has that, along with a lot of skills. 

“Lance Young, Michael Wagner and 
Jamaul Montgomery are all capable 
return guys.” 

— Ron Maly 
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ansas coach Mark Mangino would 
K like to build his football program 

with high school recruits, but after 
posting a 2-10 record in his first season in 
Lawrence, including a winless Big 12 Con- 
ference season, he knew his Jayhawks 
needed immediate help. 


Turning to 


KANSAS 


JAYHAWKS 


“But you just don’t know that until they 
get here and get into our program and 
into our routine. | feel good about the kids 
that we put on the field in the spring on 
defense that made some tremendous 
strides. I'd be lying to you if | told you we 
aren't anticipating some help from the 


college help on the offensive line after los- 
ing four senior starters. A fifth, junior 
tackle Tony Coker has struggled with 
chronic back problems. 

Kansas signed six offensive linemen, 
including three from the junior college 
ranks. Northeastern Oklahoma center Joe 


the Jucos for Quick Fix 


Kansas ranked last in the Big 12 in 
scoring defense (42.2 points per game) 
and total defense (472.4 yards per game), 
but the Jayhawks will not only look very 
different from that 2002 lineup, but very 
different from the defense that took the 
field during spring drills. 

“We'll know a little more about our- 
selves during two-a-days,” Mangino said 
in a major understatement after his team’s 
spring scrimmage. 

Of the 26 recruits who signed with 
Kansas in February, 13 were junior col- 
lege transfers. Nine of those juco 
signees play defense, including three 
defensive backs, three defensive line- 
men and three linebackers. 

“We're hoping many of them will 
contribute in a hurry,” Mangino said. 


2002: 2-10 overall; 0-8 Big 12 North (6th) 
COACH: Mark Mangino — At Kansas; 2-10, 
1 year; Overall: 2-10, 1 year 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 6 offense, 
7 defense, kicker, punter 
_| PLAYERS TO WATGH: 8 Bill Whitte- 
| more, RB Clark Green, WR Mark Simmons, 
TE Lyonel Anderson, LB Banks Floodman, 
LB/DB Nick Reid 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Whittemore 
\ poses a threat as a runner and passer and 
was by far KU's most effective weapon last 
season. The junior college transfer could 
be even better after a full year in the sys- 
\_ tem, and this time he enters the season as 


junior college guys that are coming in 
here for the fall semester.” 

Rivals.com ranked KU's junior college 
class No. 1 in the nation. The top player in 
that class might be Gabe Toomey, an 
NJCAA All-American linebacker from lowa. 
Central Community College who originally 
signed with Oklahoma. 

“He is going to be a good player,” 
Mangino said. “He is legitimately 6-foot-3 
and a half, 6-foot-4. He’s in the 4.5 range 
running the 40, That's a Big 12 will line- 
backer, so we're exited about Gabe.” 

Transfers John McCoy and Zach Mims 
also could help bolster Kansas’ lineback- 
ing corps, which lost leading tacklers Greg 
Cole and Leo Etienne to graduation. 

“| think everyone's eager to see the 
junior college guys,” said sophomore line- 
backer Banks Floodman. 

The Jayhawks will also turn to junior 


the team’s clear-cut offensive leader. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Jayhawks 
will be in trouble if a highly touted group of 
Juco recruits don’t pan out. KU also must 
keep Whittemore safe from injuries, which 
could be difficult with an offensive line that 
will feature at least four new starters. 

OVERVIEW: No one expects the Jayhawks 
to contend in the Big 12 North this fall, 
but Mangino’s honeymoon with the 
Kansas faithful will be over if Kansas suf- 
fers through another winless Big 12 sea- 
son. The Jayhawks’ offense would look a 
lot better if kicker Johnny Beck reverted to 
the form he showed as a freshman. 


Vaughn enrolled in time for second 
semester and wrapped up the starting job 
during spring drills. 

“He's tough; he’s hard-nosed,” 
Mangino said of Vaughn, a second-team 
All-American. “He's not a real tall guy, so 
he plays with a great low center of gravity. 
He uses his hands extremely well, and he’s 
just tough as nails. He earned the respect 
of the kids almost instantaneously.” 

While the junior college transfers 
should provide an influx of talent, 
depth and experience, the Jayhawks 
will still face a multitude of questions as 
they prepare for their Aug. 30 home 
opener against Northwestern. 

At least the Jayhawks know they 
won't have the same questions about 
their coach. They insist they're already 
confident that Mangino — who played 
key roles in successful rebuilding efforts at 
Kansas State and Oklahoma — has the 
team headed in the right direction. 

“He came in here with a lot of fire, and 
that hasn't left him,” senior quarterback Bill 
Whittemore said. “I don’t think it will. He 
wants to turn this program around as bad 
as anybody. We all feed off that. | think 
everybody's bought into what Mangino’s 
doing. Everybody believes if we follow 
him great things are going to happen.” 


OFFENSE 

Coach Mark Mangino liked to feature 
the tight end when he was offensive coor- 
dinator at Oklahoma, but Adrian Jones 


TAILBACK CLARK GREEN IS A RUNNING 
AND RECEIVING THREAT. 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 
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SENIOR SAFETY ZACH DYER USED TO BE THE 
JAYHAWKS’ STARTING QUARTERBACK. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER, 


was the only tight end to catch a pass for 
Kansas last season, with 14 receptions for 
140 yards and a TD. 

That didn’t keep Mangino from moving 
Jones, a 6-5, 260-pound senior who moved 
from tight end to tackle during the spring. 

“If he continues to put on muscle mass 
the way he has, he’s a guy that could make 
some money in a year's time,” Mangino 
said. “He's really talented. That's the best 
move he’s ever made and the best sell job 
I've ever had to make because he was con- 
vinced he was a tight end. He’s been 
a pretty good tight end. He has a chance to 
be a great tackle.” 

With Jones on the line, the starting job 
at tight end belongs to Lyonel Anderson. 
Joe Vaughn and Anderson were the only 
players among Kansas’ 13 junior college 
transfers who enrolled for the second 
semester and participated in spring drills. 

“I told our staff if the rest of the junior 


college kids that come in have the atti- 
tude, work ethic and the toughness of the 
two guys that we have here right now, 
we're going to be in pretty good shape,” 
Mangino said. 

Anderson, a 6-3, 240-pound trans- 
fer from Alfred State, is expected to 
provide senior quarterback Bill Whitte- 
more with the big target Kansas lacked 
last season. 

“He’s a tight end that can catch the 
ball and get yardage after the catch,” 
Mangino said. “He has really good ath- 
leticism. He made some really fine circus 
catches, and he really worked hard 
everyday to prove himself in the run 
game as a blocker.” 

Whittemore was Kansas’ most effec- 
tive weapon last season when he passed 
for 1,666 yards and 11 touchdowns and 
rushed for 549 yards and 11 touchdowns, 
despite missing the final three games 
because of a knee injury. The quarterback’s 
left knee did not require surgery, and he 
looked sharp in Kansas’ spring scrimmage. 

“I'm really excited about him,” 
Mangino said. “I think he may have a 
chance to be among the top quarterbacks 
in the country if we can continue to 
develop a strong supporting cast for him.” 

Whittemore’s passing numbers would 
have been much better if not for a rash of 
dropped balls by an inexperienced receiv- 
ing corps. 

“They were all young guys,” Whitte- 
more said. “Going through a year of the 
Big 12 Conference, you lear a lot. They're 
going to step it up this year. | really feel 
like they will. We have talent here.” 

Junior Brandon Rideau is KU’s top 
retuming wide receiver after catching 
27 passes for 307 yards. Sophomore Mark 
Simmons, however, might be the player 
to watch. He caught 23 passes for 208 
yards and two TDs last season. He also 
had a solid spring scrimmage with four 
catches for 85 yards and an acrobatic 
touchdown reception. 

One of Whittemore’s most reliable 
targets is running back Clark Green, who 
caught 37 passes for 408 yards as a red- 
shirt freshman. He led KU with 813 yards 
tushing and four TDs. Redshirt freshman 
Jerome Kemp is expected to push him for 
playing time. 

One of the many challenges facing 
Mangino in preseason practice will be 
finding a backup quarterback. Whittemore 
has missed playing time because of 
injuries in all three of his college seasons, 
and the Jayhawks enter 2003 without 
a proven reserve. 


Senior Zach Dyer has started six 
games at quarterback, including two last 
season, but Dyer moved to safety after 
losing the starting job to Whittemore. 

After Whittemore suffered a season- 
ending knee injury, Kansas used four dif- 
ferent quarterbacks without much success 
in the final three games. Sophomore Brian 
Luke, redshirt freshman Joe Hogan, junior 
college walk-on John Nielsen and true 
freshman Adam Barmann will battle for 
the No. 2 spot. 


DEFENSE 

Kansas coaches are eager to see what 
sophomore linebacker Banks Floodman 
can do in a full season. He made eight 
tackles in the first half of the season 
opener at lowa State before suffering a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament and under- 
going season-ending surgery on Sept. 18. 

Floodman made good use of the time 
away from football, gaining 15 pounds 
during his rehabilitation. He followed that 
up by earning team co-captain status dur- 
ing spring drills. 

“He's an intense, aggressive young 
guy,” Coach Mark Mangino said of Flood- 
man, who had 41 tackles as a true fresh- 
man in 2001. “He has great leadership 
qualities and really gets after it. He proba- 
bly wasn’t 100 percent this spring, but he 
was close enough to participate in most of 
the work. He is an aggressive, tough, 
hard-nosed kid, who runs to the football, 
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Most Valuable Player 
OB Bill Whittemore 


Emerging Star 
WR Mark Simmons 
Top Newcomer 
LB Gabe Toomey 


and the biggest key right now is that we 
need his leadership on defense.” 
Sophomore Kevin Kane and senior 
Glenn Robinson also return at linebacker. 
Sophomore Nick Reid is KU’s top 
returning tackler after making 62 stops 
as a linebacker last season, but 
Mangino is toying with the idea of 
moving him to safety. Reid played 
quarterback and defensive back in high 
school, but he and Kane were thrust 
into key roles at linebacker as true 
freshmen after injuries to Floodman and 
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JAYHAWKS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


No, Nate Pos, Class Hi. Wr. nN 8. Cus n econd-year Kansas coach Mark 


tT, ns Mangino is doing everything he 
eel we lak can to give his rebuilding football 
Mella) program a chance to win. 

. — One case in point is Kansas’ 2003 


schedule. The Jayhawks, who went 2-10 
last year, were slated to play a non-confer- 
ence road game at San Diego State. The 
Aztecs were 4-9 last season, but Kansas 
paid SDSU $50,000 to get out of the con- 
tract. Instead, the Jayhawks will pay 
Division LAA Jacksonville (Ala.) State 
$250,000 to play in Lawrence on Sept. 
20. 

Mangino is relieved his team won't 
have to make the West Coast trip. 
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| “Those games are night games out 
75. Toy Color there,” he said. “They take the wind out of 
2 Son Coich your sails. You get back here at 4 or 5 in 


the moming. Your coaches have to get 
back here at 8 or 9 o'clock. Your players 
are sluggish all day Sunday and Monday” 

It's becoming apparent that Mangino 
will follow the model his mentor Bill Snyder 
utilized while building a winning program at 
Kansas State: play as many home games as 
| possible against beatable opponents. The 
Jayhawks will play seven home games this 
season, starting against Northwestern. 

* After spending 16 seasons coaching 
Tun-oriented service-academy teams, vet- 
eran assistant Ed Warriner became KU's 
offensive line coach and adjusted to a more 
balanced offense during spring drills. 

‘Tm excited about that,” said Warriner, 
who spent the previous three years at Air 
Force. “It’s going to be fun to branch out 
and expand a little offensively.” 

Wanriner will try to improve a Kansas 
running game that ranked ninth in the Big 
12 last season. Warriner’s Air Force offen- 
sive line helped the Falcons lead the nation 
in rushing last year. The Falcons also fin- 
ished third nationally in 2000 and 2001. 
Wanriner had similar results at Army. The 
Black Knights led the nation in rushing three 
times during his 13 years at West Point. 

The completion of the $8 million, 
= 42,000-square-foot Anderson Family 
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Brandon Rideou, Jr.*/Dominic Roux, Fr. 
Derick Mills, Sr.*/Charles Gordon, Fr. N */Reggie Curry, Sr. 
‘Mark Simmons, So./Gary Heaggans, Jr. Glenn Robinson, Sr. 


TE Lyonel Anderson, ~ Kevin Kane, So./Greg Tyree, Jr. Strength and Conditioning Center bolstered 
RT Danny Lewis, Sr./ Travis Dambach, Fr. Brondon Perkins, So./Darren Rus) Sa. KU's offseason program. ... Kansas showed 
RG Justin Henry, So./ Nick McCaslin, Remuise Johnson, Sr.*/Ronnie Amodi, So its commitment to Mangino in the offsea- 

C Joe Vaughn, Jr./JustinHenry,So. Donnie Amadi, So.*/Kenneth Thompson, Fr. son by giving him a one-year contract 
LG Bob Whitaker, Fr./ Tony Coker, J.* Nick Reid, So.*/Dan Coke, S. extension through 2007. 
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~ David Mitchell 
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WHITTEMORE WAS THE TEAM’S MOST 
EFFECTIVE WEAPON LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS. 


sophomore Nick Clapp. Reid's role in 
2003 likely will hinge on how well KU’s 
recruits pan out at linebacker and 
defensive back. 

In the secondary, KU returns three 
starters — senior safety Zach Dyer, 
senior cornerback Remuise Johnson and 
sophomore corner Donnie Amadi. 
Those players likely will be challenged 
for playing time by the five defensive 
backs Kansas signed to bolster a sec- 
ondary that allowed 27 touchdown 
passes last year. 

On the defensive line, the Jayhawks 
return three starters — junior tackle Travis 
Watkins, junior end David McMillan and 
sophomore nose tackle Tim Allen — but 
those returning starters also will have to 
compete with newcomers. 

Mangino expects transfers Chuck 
Jones, a 6-4, 275-pound All-American, 
and Phil Tuihalamaka to be in the mix. 

“They're big, strong guys that jump 


KANSAS 


More and More, Whittemore Gets the Keys 


ill Whittemore had a good view 
of Kansas’ final three football 
games in 2002. 

What he saw wasn’t pretty. 

“It was tough sitting fies watching 
the guys fight Bard” said Whittemore, 
KU’s senior quarterback who suffered 
a season-ending knee injury Oct. 26 
at Missouri. “We ee) a little bit. 
| wanted to be out there.” 

Instead, Whittemore watched from 
the sidelines as Kansas State, Nebraska 
and Oklahoma State outscored the Jay- 
hawks 164-27. In his first season at 
Kansas after transferring from junior 
college, he had been one of the few 
bright spots for first-year coach Mark 
Mangino, whose team finished 2-10. 
Whittemore ranked among the Big 12 
Conference leaders in total offense 
before his injury. 

In the eight games Whittemore 
started, Kansas averaged 27.2 points. In 
four others, the Jayhawks averaged 7.5. 

Whittemore, a Brentwood, Tenn., 
native, finished with 1,666 yards pass- 
ing and 11 touchdowns with six inter- 
ceptions and was KU’s second-leading 
rusher with 549’ yards andlil,] TDs: 

“L felt like | came in and fit into the 
system well,” said Whittemore, the Big 


the ball and control the line of scrim- 
mage — an area that you know by 


| IVALS.COM 
RANKED KU’S 
g\Yy JUNIOR COLLEGE 
CLASS NO. 1 IN THE NATION, 
THE TOP PLAYER IN THAT 


CLASS MIGHT BE GABE 
TOOMEY. 


watching our games where we strug- 
gled with last year,” Mangino said. 


While questions abound at numerous 
positions, there’s no question that senior 
Curtis Ansel is Kansas’ punter. Ansel was 


12 Conference Offensive Newcomer of 
the Year. 

Whittemore started the season as 
backup to Zach Deen but took over in 
the second half of the season opener 
and emerged as KU’s most effective 
offensive weapon. He produced at least 
325 yards of total offense in consecu- 
tive games against Tulsa, Baylor and 
Colorado, and he gained 269 against 
Missouri before his season ended in the 
third quarter. 

It was the third time in Whittemore’s 
career that injuries have forced him to 
miss playing time. He missed time his 
freshman season at Tennessee-Martin 
because of a knee injury, and his sopho- 
more year at Fort Scott Community Col- 
lege ended due to a shoulder injury. 

Whittemore’s knee did not require 
surgery last fall, and he looked sharp in 
the spring, completing seven of 11 
passes for 11.4 yards and a touchdown 
and running for another TD during 
KU's spring scrimmage. 

“We feel pretty good about having 
Bill Whittemore Bad healthy and ready 
to go,” Mangino said. “He had an out- 
standing spring. He is throwing the ball 
much better. He’s shown a stronger arm 
and is really moving around well.” 


a finalist for the Ray Guy Award last season 
when he averaged 42.5 yards per punt, 
placed 28 punts inside the 20-yard line and 
set a Big 12 record with an 83-yard punt. 

Kicking, however, is a bigger concem. 
Johnny Beck had a nightmarish sophomore 
season when he converted only seven of 17 
field-goal attempts and 23 of 27 extra-point 
attempts. The Jayhawks are hoping Beck 
reverts to the form he showed as a freshman 
when he made 14 of 20 field goals and 16 of 
17 PATs. 

In the retum game, sophomore Greg 
Heaggans set a school record last season 
when he retumed 28 kickoffs for 691 yards. 
His 24.7 yard average ranked third in the 
Big 12 and 14th in the nation. 

Remuise Johnson averaged 6.5 yards per 
punt retum last season, but senior receiver 
Derick Mills and junior Leo Bookman, an 
NCAA sprint champion, also could see duty 
as retum men. 

— David Mitchell 
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he one blip on the radar has dimin- 
Te: yet Kansas State cannot help 
but keep it in sight. 

The Wildcats have won 11 games in 
five of the past six seasons, including an 
11-2 finish in 2002 that ended with a Hol- 
iday Bowl victory. 


KANSAS STATE 


WILDCATS 


claim the division crown by one game over 
the Wildcats, who also lost 17-14 to Texas, 

Over the final five games of the regu- 
lar season, no college football team was 
as dominant as Kansas State, The Wildcats 
rolled by a 253-30 margin — an average 
of 51-6 a game — while averaging 461 


seven points? Is it one extra rep in the 
weight room, is it one extra hour of prac- 
tice? Sure, it’s disheartening, but at the 
same time, we deserve what we got.” 

A year later, expectations are so high 
there is some sentiment for two returning 
Wildcats to make a postseason trip to the 


Putting Past Lessons into Practice 


Still, that one slip, the uncustomary 
6-6 finish of 2001, was not erased. 

“| wouldn't suggest to our football 
team, and haven't, that they embrace the 
2002 season and blank out the 2001 sea- 
son,” Kansas State coach Bill Snyder said. 
“There are still lessons to be learned by 
this football team from each of those sea- 
sons. | wouldn't want them to entertain 
the same approach that we did going into 
the 2001 season.” 

The five-win upgrade between 2001 
and 2002 matched the 1905 and 1953 
teams for the best single-season improve- 
ment in school history. 

Yet Kansas State plugs away, recogniz- 
ing that the upcoming season holds great 
possibilities, but refusing to take anything 
for granted with 13 starters returning. 

“I can remember it just like it was yes- 
terday, going through that 6-6 season and 
what had taken place up to that point,” 
senior defensive end Andrew Shull said. 
“We've still got a lot of guys who do 
remember. And if they don't, they can go 
down in the weight room and there's that 
little 6-6 sign they can look at it.” 

An even clearer memory for the Wild- 
cats is how close they came to perfection 
in 2002. 

Their two defeats came by a total of 
seven points. That inclucled a 35-31 loss in 
the Big 12 opener at Colorado, which 
essentially was the game of the year in the 
North Division. The Buffaloes went on to 


ELL ROBERSON BECAME THE WILDCATS’ 
STARTING QUARTERBACK MIDWAY THROUGH 
THE 2002 SEASON. 

PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


yards of offense and allowing 217 a game. 

In the process, K-State moved up to 
No. 6 in both polls. 

Snyder, university president Jon Wefald 

and athletic director Tim Weiser flew to 
Miami to lobby Orange Bow! officials for 
a spot in the Bowl Championship Series. 
It never opened and K-State had to wait its 
tum in the Big 12 pecking order, landing in 
the Holiday Bowl and earning an uninspired 
34-27 win over unranked Arizona State. 

Funny how the final margin in the last 
game equaled the number of points 
Kansas State needed to have a shot at 
something truly historical. 

“Those were losses. Whether they 
were by seven points or blowouts, it 
means we just didn't prepare well 
enough,” senior Nick Leckey said, “It just 
shows, we could be there. But what is 


WILDCATS 


2002: | 1-2 overall; 6-2 Big 12 (2nd -North) 

COACH: Bill Snyder — At Kansas State and 
Overall: 116-51-1, 14 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 offense, 
5 defense, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: O8 E\| Roberson, 
RB Darren Sproles, C Nick Leckey, 
TE Thomas Hill, LB Josh Buhl, LB Bryan 
Hickman, DE Andrew Shull, SS Rashad 
Washington 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offensive 
backfield features two 1,000-yard rushers in 
quarterback Ell Roberson and halfback Dar- 
ren Sproles, who should be even better this 
season as long as three openings on the 

Offensive line are handled appropriately. 


Downtown Athletic Club. 

Quarterback Ell Roberson and running: 
back Darren Sproles is Lindy’s top-rated 
backfield tandem in all of college football. 
Each rushed for more than 1,000 yards in 
2002, the first time K-State has had two 
backs achieve that total in the same year. 
But then, K-State has had just seven 
1,000-yard rushers, period. 

Both Roberson and Sproles could be 
touted for numerous honors this season, 
especially if Kansas State rolls through the 
Big 12 North, but voters should be 
warned not to expect many promotional 
trinkets. K-State didn't spend a dime pro- 
moting Michael Bishop in 1998, yet the 
former quarterback finished second that 
year in the Heisman balloting. Even if 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Wildcats 
no longer have a cornerback who can 
absolutely shut down an opponent's top 
receiver like Terence Newman did last sea- 
son on his way to the Thorpe Award. 
Newcomers in the secondary must deliver, 

OVERVIEW: Snyder rarely gets credit for 
the stifling defense his teams play, but has 
proven with three new coordinators over 
the past seven seasons that his system 
works. The Wildcats must find some suit- 
able replacements for defensive stars, but 
this team should challenge for the Big 12 
championship and more ... despite 
another weak non-conference schedule. 
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4 Kansos Cy Star All Meto @ Tworime AlHeogue 

CGUNE, Steve DL 63,280 Fem Beoch Gardens, Fl Dwyer 

ProStar Alt Americen # Rivals.com Top 100 defensive lek nationally # Hod 200 yerds rushing on 23 ca | 
fits 0s a senor filbock @ Hod 63 Jocks, including 26 tales for bs, ond nine quarterback sacks # As 0 
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(11-2, 6-2) | PASSING Aug. 23 California @ Kansas 
48 WESTERN KENTUCKY 3 | = ica | Aug 30 TROY STATE 
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14 KANSAS STATE 17 | 9135 Oct.11 at Oklahoma State 
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DARREN SPROLES SET EIGHT KSU YARDAGE 
RECORDS IN 2002. 
PHOTO BY DAVID DUROCHIK 


K-State had spent millions, he would 
never have overtaken that year’s landslide 
winner, Texas running back Ricky 
Williams. 

“Just play and do the best you can. 

If somebody doesn't recognize you, that's 
their fault,” Snyder said. “Wherever you 
are, if you happen to be in New York City 
or Los Angeles or Miami, and you are 
casting ballots, it’s your responsibility. It’s 
your responsibility to find out who it is, 
or don’t be on the committee. 

“We're not going to say these are two 
bad players that are not deserving. We're 
going to say, ‘Listen, go off the results. If 
they're the best players, then everything 
will prove out to be they're the best play- 
ers and you need to be voting for them.” 

Chances are good none of the Wild- 
cats will attract national attention early in 
the season. 

Snyder is about to begin his 15th sea- 
son at Kansas State, yet despite the pro- 


gram’s unprecedented success, he contin- 
ues to schedule as if his team just flunked 
the sandbox. 

For the second consecutive season, 
two Division I-AA teams will visit Manhat- 
tan, and K-State will again play four non- 
conference games at home. The one 
scheduling breakthrough was a two-for- 
one arranged with perennial Mid-American 
Conference power Marshall, though a trip 
to Huntington is not scheduled until 2005. 

If it figures into the mix for the BCS, 

a hierarchy it has never cracked, K-State 
certainly will have to overcome a poor 
strength of schedule. Snyder accepts that 
risk, basing any national championship 
hopes on the need to win every game 
and any hope for reaching the BCS on 
winning the Big 12 North and playing for 
the conference title. 

“It's been my belief that what I've said 
in the past probably holds true. If you win, 
it plays out in the end,” Snyder said. 


OFFENSE 

A frequent lament pertaining to the 
Kansas State attack in recent years has 
been the reluctance to throw short to run- 
ning backs or tight ends. 

The Wildcats prefer the greater reward 
offered by the deep ball. Even with offen- 
sive coordinator Ron Hudson and offen- 
sive line coach Paul Dunn departing for 
similar positions at Kentucky, there won't 
be many variations to the K-State attack. 

Not with Ell Roberson entering fall 
camp as K-State’s first clear-cut starting 
quarterback since Bishop in 1998. 

“You don’t fix what's not broke,” said 
Greg Peterson, who was promoted to 
offensive co-coordinator, a position he 
shares with Del Miller. 

Darren Sproles proved to be the best 
back in Kansas State history last season by 
setting a school record with 1,465 yards, 
including the nine-game string of 100- 
yard games he carries into this season. 

Roberson, a 6-foot-1 senior, shuffled 
in and out of the starting spot until the 
fourth game last season. He came off the 
bench against Southem Califomia and led 
K-State to a 27-20 victory, prompting Tro- 
jan coach Pete Carroll to openly wonder 
why Roberson was not the starter. 

“He's grown as a leader,” said Miller, 
“and it’s so much different this year. He 
goes in and he is the No. 1 quarterback. 
There's no controversy. He knows it. And 
the thing with him is he’s on a pretty high 
level. Now, let’s see if we can take him to 
another level.” 

Once the job was resolved, Roberson 


went on to produce 2,612 yards and 23 
touchdowns. Roberson is more adept 
making reads on the option than any 
quarterback under Bill Snyder, but there is 
room for improvement, particularly in the 
passing game. 

The biggest concems are the blockers 
in front of Roberson and Sproles. 

The Wildcats retum their best offensive 
lineman, senior center Nick Leckey, but 
they also lost three starters, and matching 
last year’s production could be difficult. 

K-State rushed for 3,433 yards, the first 
time in school history it reached the 3,000- 
yard mark. In 2001, the Wildcats broke 
a 48-year-old school record by averaging 
257.7 yards. Last season the rushing aver- 
age jumped to 264.1, with 53 touchdowns. 

“It's going to be extremely hard to 
get back to where we were last season, 
with all the yards and touchdowns that 
we scored,” Leckey said, “but I'm com- 
fortable with that.” 


DEFENSE 

Bobby Elliott downplays his role as 
defensive coordinator, but it's obvious Bill 
Snyder made a great hire by bringing in 
Elliott, a former lowa colleague who had 
the Wildcats ranked No. 1 nationally in 
team defense last year entering the Holiday 
Bowl. 

“We didn’t talk about it much until 
the last few weeks of the season, when it 
became attainable,” Elliott said. “That’s 
a good goal to have, if it’s within reach. 
That's one of the reasons we got better at 
the end. Our guys wanted to be the best 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
QB Ell Roberson 


Emerging Star 
FS Jesse Tetuan 
Top Newcomer 
LB Marvin Simmons 


defense in the nation.” 

While Kansas State dropped to sec- 
ond in yards allowed behind TCU follow- 
ing the Holiday Bowl, the Wildcats till led 
the nation in scoring defense, allowing 
11.8 points per game. 

Those are tough numbers to dupli- 
cate, but then Elliott is not crunching sta- 
tistics. He is too busy finding 
replacements for three talented playmak- 
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1. HOMETOWN 
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RB Darren Sproles, Jr.*/Carlos Alsup, So. 
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Andrew Shull, Sr ae Carrier, Jr 
Jermaine Bery,Jt./Melealm Wooldridge, Jr. 
Justin Montgomery, Sr./Andrew Bulman, Se 
Thomas Houchin, Sr./Kevin Huntley, Jr. 
Bryan Hickman, Sr.*/Ben Henderson, Jr. 
‘Marvin Simmons, So./Mott Butler, So. 
Josh Bubl, Sr.*/Maurice Thurmond, Jr. 
Randy Jordan, Sr.*/Corey Reddick, J. 
Cedrick Willioms, J¢/David Rose, Jr. 
Rashad Washingion, Sr*/Morcus Potion, J 
Jesse Tetvan, So./Jomes McGill, Sr. 
Jored Brite, Sr./David Homel, Sr. 


NOTEBOOK 


lhe most experienced offensive 

lineman at Kansas State is also 

the most versatile. That's why 
senior Nick Leckey will line up at center 
more this season. 

Leckey, a 6-4, 285-pound senior, 
broke in as a guard in 2000 when he 
became the first freshman offensive line- 
man not to redshirt under Bill Snyder. 

“Like center. It puts you in more of 
a leadership position. You control the 
tempo of the offensive line when you 
break the huddle and you make calls,” 
Leckey said. “I'm comfortable enough 
with play knowledge and with defenses 
that I can make the correct calls and then 
do my thing.” 

The move is dependent on how oth- 
ers fit into a line that is seeking to replace 
three starters. Among those lost was 
tackle Thomas Bamett, who received 
a hardship for a sixth season and finished 
with 43 starts. Leckey has logged 25 con- 
secutive starts and also started two games 
as a true freshman. 

* Quarterback Ell Roberson embarks 
on his fifth season by breaking in a new 
position coach. Del Miller is taking over 
the same group he headed when he was 
the first hire on Snyder's original staff in 
1989. 

“The big thing for me is teaching,” 
said Miller, who serves as offensive co- 
coordinator with receivers coach Greg 
Peterson. “We very much try to ensure 
that the quarterbacks understand the 
whole of our offense, and that the little 
things make sense. The system itself is 
still the system.” 

The offseason conditioning program 
prior to spring practice yielded the best 
results since K-State began tabulating 
records in 1993. Collective marks for 
each squad have been kept over that 
time, and the 2003 K-State team equaled 
or bettered the top all-time scores posted 
in four of the eight exercises measured. 

“Testing well isn’t always in compari- 
son to someone else, but whether or not 
we're making improvement.” Snyder said. 

* Two Juco transfers who did not play 
last season, wide receiver John Cooper and 
offensive tackle Peni Holakeituai, did not 
have a redshirt year available and are work- 
ing as seniors this season. 


~ Kevin Haskin 
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Speaking Loudly and Carrying Big Hits 


nounce his last name like “bull.” 

It can be argued the Kansas State 
senior linebacker (pronounced “byule”) 
is full of it, but his teammates also rec- 
ognize how important a role Buhl filled 
last season when he emerged as an 
emotional team leader. 

“Everything he says, he shoots 
straight from the heart,” quarterback 
Ell Roberson said. “He just speaks it 
through his mouth when he’s saying 
things to us, how we've got fo go out 
there and we can‘t be beat. And when 
you've got a guy like that, it makes you 
want to go out there and just play hard 
for your team.” 

Partly because Buhl isn’t all talk. 

Although it might take a bucket of 
rain from a Kansas thunderstorm to get 
Buhl to meet his listed weight of 205 
pounds, the 6-foot Texan ia K-State 
with 134 tackles last season, doubling 
his sophomore total. 

“I don’t know the last time | got on 
the scales,” said Buhl, who has tried 
every protein shake while experiencing 
Slim Fast results. “I haven't quit trying to 
gain weight. It just still ain‘t working.” 


T* bad Josh Buhl doesn’t pro- 


No biggee. Buhl still packs enough 
wallop that he'll get looks from NFL scouts 
about converting to a strong safety. 

But first he i one last chance to 
shape K-State’s defense, which ranked 
as the nation’s best in the 2002 regular 
season. Buhl must recover from offsea- 
son shoulder surgery, which kept him 
from participating in spring workouts. 

“He’s an emotional guy, and he’s 
one of our team leaders as far as that 
goes,” said defensive coordinator Bob 
Elliott, “but Josh has been way beyond 
what just a good football player is. He’s 
really had a major effect on our defense.” 

And, for that matter, the attitude of 
the entire team. 

As a senior, Buhl will be even more 
vocal, if that’s possible. His outgoing 
personality can be traced to his par- 
ents, Charles and Denise, who taught 
their son to never be passive. 

“Really, it’s just any time I’m feeling 
something — and most of the time I’m 
feeling something,” Buhl said. 
“Because it gets me hyped. It gets me 
excited and ready for the game, so it 
all combines together, and hopetully it 
motivates everyone.” 


ers, headed by cornerback Terence New- 
man, the Thorpe Award winner and first- 
round NFL draft pick. Also gone are Tank 
Reese, the defensive tackle who occupied 
blockers up front to free the linebackers, 
including middle man Terry Pierce, who 
left a year early for the NFL. 

Junior college teammates Corey Red- 
dick and Cedrick Williams from Garden 
City, Kan., enrolled at Kansas State in time 
for spring practice. One will likely move 
into Newman's spot, though Reddick and 
Williams are tough to separate. 

Each stands 5-9 and has blazing 
catch-up speed. They grew up in the 
same neighborhood in West Palm Beach, 
Fla., becoming friends as eight-year-olds. 
Chances are good they might not only 
compete for Newman's spot, but also 
unseat returning starter Randy Jordan at 
the other cornerback spot. 

The pressure falls on senior strong, 
safety Rashad Washington to develop the 
new-look secondary. 

“A lot of people are looking for me to 
produce,” Washington said, “and bring. 


everybody else along with me, make sure 

everybody is improving each and every day.” 
The same holds true for returning line- 

backers Josh Buhl and Bryan Hickman, 


— 


VER THE FINAL 
FIVE GAMES OF 
THE 2002 


REGULAR SEASON, NO 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL TEAM 
WAS AS DOMINANT AS 
KANSAS STATE. 


who joined with Pierce in forming TNT, 
“three nasty Texans.’’ Now it’s up to Buhl 
and Hickman to prove how much fire- 
power is left, while the search for a new 
middle linebacker is focused on junior col- 
lege transfer Marvin Simmons, who origi- 
nally signed with USC and still has three 


JOSH BUHL MADE 77 SOLO TACKLES 
AS A JUNIOR. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


years of eligibility. 

“(Pierce) made plays that people just 
don’t make. He's just a freak, like a Jevon 
Kearse (the Tennessee Titans star),” Hick- 
man said. “Hopefully, whoever steps in 
the middle will do the job. | know they 
will. They'll get it done.” 

Without Reese, the defensive line 
must fill a void. Senior Andrew Shull 
returns after recording 17 tackles for 
losses, with 10 sacks. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Although six defensive positions will be 
filled by newcomers, the greatest concern 
for the defense might be field position. 

That's because punter Travis Brown is 
gone and none of the candidates for the job 
has eared much trust, even though Jared 
Brite has tremendous potential. 

K-State must avoid the tragic comedy it 
repeated the past two seasons in the kicking 
game, where extra points tuned into the 
great unknown. Wildcats kickers missed 
17 PATs in the past two seasons combined. 

— Kevin Haskin 
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Pinkel addressed a gathering of fans 

and alumni in St. Louis to talk about his 
recruiting class and other off-season activ- 
ities. The third-year coach sported a fresh 
sunburn that begged the question: In the 
thick of a harsh Missouri winter, had the 


I: mid-February, Missouri coach Gary 


MISSOURI 


TIGERS 


seriously underachieving. 

“We're a lot closer than we were two. 
years ago,” Pinkel said. “I think the players 
sense the enthusiasm of what we can 
potentially be as a team. | think they sense 
that, they feel that. To be very blunt, | want 
to see the progress in wins and losses. 


just for him. | think it raises the standards 
for everyone else on our team.” 

Also back are three-year starting tail- 
back Zack Abron and all five starters along 
the offensive line. Junior college imports 
at tailback (Damien Nash) and tight end 
(Victor Sesay) could become two other 


50-year old coach been hitting the tan- 
ning salons? 

He soon explained that he had just 
returned from a motorcycle excursion in 
Florida. 
“I'm not a tanning salon kind of guy,” 
he told the standing-room only crowd. 

With Pinkel, there are few shortcuts. 

After two losing seasons, a personnel 
overhaul and the emergence of a Heisman 
Trophy-caliber quarterback, Pinkel’s Tigers 
seem poised for a breakthrough. Follow- 
ing a 4-7 season in 2001, the Tigers fin- 
ished 5-7 overall and 2-6 in the Big 12 
Conference, but not without suggesting 
2003 would be their breakout season. 

In the spring, the Missouri veterans 
weren't talking like players who expect to 
stay home for December. 

“We come into every spring with high 
expectations,” senior offensive tackle Rob 
Droege said. “But I think this spring, it’s 
kind of real. We truly believe it. ... You 
know it's in your mind, and you don’t want 
to say it out loud. But we expect to be ina 
bowl and push for some good things.” 

Last season, the optimism spawned 
with a 33-20 win over defending Big Ten- 
champion Illinois in the season opener. A 
November 33-27 win in double overtime at 
Texas A&M, a place where Missouri had 
never won before, gave hope for the future. 

With a favorable schedule and the 
return of 10 offensive starters, anything 
less than a .500 season and the first bowl 
appearance since 1998 would seem to be 


TAILBACK ZACK ABRON RANKS EIGHTH 
ON MISSOURI'S ALL-TIME RUSHING LIST. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


That's what | want to see. I want to see it. 
This has been a tough two years for me.” 

Much of the enthusiasm centers 
around quarterback Brad Smith, who 
stunned the Big 12 with an unprecedented 
redshirt freshman season last year. The lit- 
tle-known Smith became just the second 
player in Division I-A history to pass for 
2,000 yards and rush for 1,000, while run- 
ning away with freshman All-American 
honors. All the gaudy rushing stats aside, 
Pinkel is most proud of Smith’s intercep- 
tion ratio: in 366 pass attempts, Smith 
threw just six interceptions. 

“To have a guy there that's played at 
a very high level in perhaps the best con- 
ference in the nation, | think it promotes 
a lot of enthusiasm,” Pinkel said. “It pro- 
motes a high confidence level, and not 


2002 SEASON: 5-7 overall; 2-6 Big 12 
(5th North) 
COACH: Gary Pinke! — At Missouri: 9-14, 
2 years; Overall: 8251-3, 12 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 8; |0 offense, 
6 defense, punter, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Brad Smith, 


TB Zack Abron, WR Darius Outlaw, 

CAJ. Ricker, WT Rob Droege, DT Atiyyah 
Ellison, OS Dedrick Harrington, FS Nino 
Williams, CB Michael Harden, LB James 


Kinney 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Missouri has start- 
ing depth across its offensive line and a run- 
ning and passing threat at quarterback in 
Brad Smith. With tailbacks Zack Abron and 
Damien Nash also in the backfield, the 


valuable weapons. 

But for all the experience and stabil- 
ity on the offense, the Tigers return a 
young defense that was shredded most 
of last season. 

The Tigers must replace five starters and 
six seniors from a defense that ranked 107th 
nationally in yards per game, while allowing 
29 points a game. Missouri returns 10 play- 
ers with some starting experience on 
defense, but only two — linebacker James 
Kinney and comerback Michael Harden — 
have more than a year of experience. 

Missouri should field its fastest and 
most athletic lineup in Pinkel’s short 
tenure, with newcomers such as free 
safety Nino Williams, a junior college 


Tigers could produce one of the most explo- 
sive offenses in the Big 12. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A defense that 


struggled last year lacks proven players at 
key positions. Speedy athletes make up the 
secondary, but the defensive line is suspect. 
The Tigers have few, if any, proven pass- 
rushers at defensive end. 


OVERVIEW: Expectations are higher than 


ever at Missouri with all the returning talent 
on offense. Smith is already billed as a future 
Heisman Trophy candidate, and he has a 
strong cast of tailbacks, receivers and line- 
men around him. The key to Missouri's first 
winning record in five years could be a 
defense filled with young, promising players 
but few Big 12-tested veterans. 
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transfer, and David Overstreet, a con- 

verted quarterback, plus outside safety 
Dedrick Harrington and defensive end 
Brian Smith. 

Missouri's schedule might be its most 
favorable in years. The Tigers open the 
season in St. Louis against Illinois, a team. 
that struggled to a 5-7 record in 2002. 
Then Missouri faces Ball State, Eastern Illi- 
nois and Middle Tennessee before open- 
ing Big 12 play against rival Kansas. That 
opening stretch gives Missouri a realistic 
chance to open the season 5-0 for the first 
time since 1981. 

Then the Tigers get into the thick of 
the Big 12 schedule, hosting Nebraska, 
Texas Tech, lowa State and Texas A&M at 
Memorial Stadium. Missouri travels to 
Oklahoma, Colorado and Kansas State. 

“We expect big things this year,” 
Droege said. “We expect to compete at a 
championship level in the Big 12.” 


OFFENSE 

While quarterback Brad Smith created 
the loudest buzz at Missouri last season, 
Zack Abron quietly went about his job as 
the Tigers’ bruising tailback. This year, Mis- 
souri’s one-back set has a new face that 
could create a buzz in the backfield. 

Juco transfer Damien Nash brings stag- 
gering high school statistics and blazing 
speed to Missouri, but it might not be 
enough to budge Abron from the starting, 
post he’s held for much of the past three 
seasons, Nash suffered a knee injury last 
fall that kept him out of full-contact drills in 
the spring, but he’s expected to be healthy 
this fall and push Abron for playing time. 

“It's a great feeling to have someone 
push me,” Abron said. “All it can clo is 
make us better.” 

With 2,043 career rushing yards, 
including 758 last year, Abron sits in 
eighth place on MU's all-time list — 983 
yards away from Brock Olivo’s school 
record, A healthy Nash could put a kink in 
the chase for the record. 

With an offensive line loaded with 
beef and experience, the backs should 
find plenty of running room. The Tigers 
have solid depth across a line anchored by 
center A.J. Ricker, a four-year starter, and 
weak tackle Rob Droege, a three-year 
starter, Weak guard Tony Palmer is pro- 
jected as a future star, and strong guard 
Cliff Young and strong tackle Scott Paffrath 
are solid returning starters. 

Unlike recent years when some Mis- 
souri blockers weighed in at 350 pounds, 
this group's strength is its agility and 
speed off the line. 


STARTING LINEBACKER JAMES KINNEY MUST 
RECOVER FROM A SPRING KNEE INJURY. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


The offense’s only significant loss is 
a huge one. In two seasons under Gary 
Pinkel, Justin Gage compiled 156 recep- 
tions for 1,995 yards and 10 touchdowns, 
The remaining wide receivers have a com- 
bined 110 receptions for 1,293 yards and 
six touchdowns. 

As the Tigers discovered this spring, 

a replacement for the school’s all-time 
leading receiver won't be a one-man job. 
Missouri needs help from Darius Outlaw 
(46 catches in2002), Thomson Omboga 
(36 career catches) and 6-6 Sean Coffey, 
who could be Missouri's best big-play 
threat. He averaged a team-high 13.2 
yards per catch last season. 

“We'd like to pass the ball more so we 
can have more players getting 60-70 
receptions instead of one guy getting 95,” 
Pinkel said. “I think that will also make us a 
better offense. We'll be a better offense 
and a better passing team if we can distrib- 
ute the ball around more, including to the 
tight ends and running backs.” 

The Tigers’ two retuming tight ends, J.D. 
McCoy and Clint Matthews, primarily have 
been blockers, but redshirt freshman 
DeQuincy Howard is a promising pass- 
catcher. He missed the last two weeks of 


spring with a shoulder injury, but is expected 
to be healthy in time for preseason practice. 


DEFENSE 

As productive as Justin Gage was 
catching passes, Keith Wright and 
Antwaun Bynum spent the past two sea- 
sons trying to anchor a defense that expe- 
rienced some dreadful moments. Wright, 
a defensive tackle, and Bynum, a pass- 
rushing specialist at defensive end, com- 
bined for 46 tackles for losses last season. 
Now the Tigers must depend on 
unproven candidates to replace the duo. 

Brian Smith, a redshirt freshman, and 
Zach Ville, a junior college transfer who 
missed last season after an appendec- 
tomy, get the first crack to replace 
Bynum. Smith is a slender but slippery 
235-pounder who might remind some 
Missouri fans of former pass-rushing 
expert Marquis Gibson. Ville (6-2, 272) 
has a build more typical of defensive line- 
men and enjoyed a solid spring. 

In the middle, the Tigers retum C.J. 
Mosley (three sacks last year), converted 
defensive end Atiyyah Ellison, Phil Pitts and 
Russ Bell, an All-American thrower on Mis- 
souri’s track and field team who could prove 
to be the best of this inexperienced bunch. 

With little preparation, Bell (6-2, 290) 
joined the team last summer and became 
a starter by the second game, With a 
powerful bull rush, he finished with 36. 
tackles and three sacks. 

Ellison had a disappointing debut with 
the Tigers at defensive end last season, 
but had a breakthrough spring after mov- 
ing to defensive tackle. 

“Atiyyah Ellison is a completely different 
player inside,” Pinkel said. “He went from 
a player outside at defensive end where his 
production was very minimal; we put him 
inside, and he's like a different guy.” 


THE BEST AnD) 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
QB Brad Smith 


Emerging Star 
Rover Dedrick Harrington 
Top Newcomer 
RB Damien Nash 


The Tigers are deep at linebacker, 
which was important in the spring when 
expected starters James Kinney (knee) and 
Henry Sweat (shoulder) suffered injuries. 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


NOTEBOOK 
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Starring Role a Good Fit for Smith 


hile the Missouri staff put 
W together its third — and per- 
haps deepest — signin, 
he om 


class, a recurring message came fr 
recruits across the nation: “I want to 
play with Brad Smith.” 

After an extraordinary redshirt 
freshman at quarterback, Smith became 
Missouri’s top attraction during the off- 
season and will be again this fall. He’s 
already a local celebrity; his No. 16 jer- 
sey fills team stores; and he’s appeared 
in local TV commercials for the univer- 
sity. 

Coach Gary Pinkel already has set 
ground rules for his star quarterback 
when it comes to media and autograph 
requests, but he’s confident Smith ya 
handle the demands of being a super- 
star. 

“I've never talked to him about pres- 
sure,” Pinkel said. “After watching him 
against Illinois last year as a freshman, 
18 years old, | know I would have been 
scared fo death. He looked like he was 
out there drinking a soda.” 

There was little Smith didn’t handle 
well last season, becoming just the sec- 
ond player in NCAA Division I-A history 
to pass for 2,000 yards and rush for 


In their place, Emmett Morris, Derrick 
Ming and converted free safety Brandon 
Bares provided solid play. The Tigers 
probably won't produce any All-Big 12 
candidates at linebacker, but they might 
have the best depth in the conference. 

Missouri's secondary welcomes sev- 
eral new faces. That's probably a good 
thing considering Missouri allowed 450 
yards and 29 points per game last season. 
At outside safety, Dedrick Harrington, one 
of Pinkel’s top recruits in 2002, should 
hold down the rover spot. The whip posi- 
tion will be manned by Jason Simpson, 
(64 tackles last season) or Marcus Bacon, 
a talented redshirt freshman. 

Michael Harden returns at one corner- 
back spot after a strong finish last season, 
including an interception at Texas ARM 
that set up Missouri’s game-winning 
touchdown. The other cornerback spot is 
up for grabs between youngsters Calvin 
Washington, A.J. Kincade, Marcus King 
and veteran Terrence Curry. 

At free safety, the addition of juco 


1,000 yards ina single season. 

When he returned home to 
Youngstown, Ohio, for Christmas, Smith 
wasn’t fazed by newfound fame. 

“People would recognize my face 
alittle more,” he said. “It’s a little bit 
embarrassing, but | guess it comes with 
the territory. | just take it in stride. It’s 
nothing different. | haven't changed.” 

One thing Pinkel hopes will change 
this fall is Smith’s passing efficiency. Last 
season, Smith threw only six intercep- 
tions in 366 pass attempts, but ranked 
just eighth among Big 12 quarterbacks 
in passing efficiency with a 117.34 rat- 
ing. That should improve as Smith con- 
tinues to adjust to Big 12 defenses. 

“The thing he’s going to be judged 
on ... i's not how many touchdowns he 
runs for or how high he gets drafted or 
what a great athlete he is,” Pinkel said. 
“He's going to get measured by winning 
football games. Bottom line, that’s what 
quarterbacks get measured by, bottom 
line. Does this guy win? People say that 
puts a lot on the quarterback, but that’s 
the way it is. They're like coaches. 

They get evaluated for winning games. 
He understands that and knows that. 
He likes that responsibility.” ‘A 


transfer Nino Williams and former quarter- 
back David Overstreet, should give the 
defense its best upgrade. Williams first 
impressed the coaching staff with a vet- 
eran’s approach to the team’s 6 a.m. 
winter conditioning drills. 


UCH OF THE 
ENTHUSIASM 
CENTERS AROUND 


QUARTERBACK BRAD SMITH, 
WHO HAD AN 
UNPRECEDENTED REDSHIRT 
FRESHMAN SEASON. 


“He's a great worker. You don’t come 
into our player-development program and 
just start doing it,” defensive coordinator 
Matt Eberflus said. “Most new guys just 


FRESHMAN ALL-AMERICAN BRAD SMITH HAD 
3,362 TOTAL YARDS LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


pass out and really have a hard time with 
it. ... If you can do that, then you can 
have the opportunity to play on Saturday. 
We can at least count on you to play.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Missouri made significant improve- 
ment in the special teams last year, so the 
Tigers have to be excited about the return 
of senior kicker Mike Matheny and junior 
punter Brock Harvey. 

Matheny walked on before the 2002 
season and proved to be a welcome addi- 
tion to the team, making nine of 13 field 
goals and 40 of 42 extra points. Meanwhile, 
Harvey improved his punting average from 
39.5 yards per punt in 2001 to 42.5 yards in 
2002, good for fourth in the Big 12 and 20th 
nationally. Missouri's net punting average 
also improved from { 12th nationally in 2001 
to 19th in 2002, at 36.9 per punt. 

The return games were better than 
average, with Marcus James and Sirdonya 
Mitchell back to return punts and kickoffs. 

— Dave Matter 
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or the first time in a long time, the 
focus of Nebraska's spring practice 
had as much to do with the coaches 
on the sidelines as the players on the field. 
That likely won't change when the 
Huskers take the field this fall. 
Nebraska fans will be interested in 


whether quarterback Jammal Lord can 
complete a pass, whether the offensive 
line can block, and whether the defense 
will be able to stop anyone. 

But, as a result of the biggest coaching 
shakeup in four clecades in Lincoln, Husker 
fans will be equally concerned about the 
impact of six new coaches, including 
offensive coordinator Barney Cotton and 
defensive coordinator Bo Pelini. 

Those changes are the product of 
a7-7 record, the first time since 1969 
Nebraska failed to win at least nine 
games. After playing for the 2001 national 
championship in the Rose Bowl, the 
Huskers closed out 2002 by losing to Ole 
Miss in the Independence Bowl. 

The fallout was predictable. Coach 
Frank Solich fired defensive coordinator 
Craig Bohl, rush ends coach Nelson 
Barnes and secondary coach George Dar- 
lington three days after the final loss of 
the regular season. 

In the weeks following the Indepen- 
dence Bowl loss, longtime offensive line 
coaches Milt Tenopir and Dan Young 
retired, while running backs coach Dave 
Gillespie accepted an administrative job 
with the football program. 

* Solich turned over his offensive 
coordinator and play calling duties to Bar- 
ney Cotton, a former Nebraska lineman 
who will call the plays and coach the line; 

* Tim Albin, a graduate assistant the past 
three seasons, will coach the running backs; 

+ Scott Downing left Purdue to 
become Nebraska's tight ends coach and 


I-BACK DAVID HORNE SHOWED FLASHES 
OF GREATNESS FOR THE BIG RED IN 2002. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WLIAMSON 
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recruiting coordinator; 

+ Wide receivers coach Ron Brown and 
quarterbacks coach Tumer Gill were retained; 

+ On defense, line coach Jeff Jamrog, 
is the only holdover and will now coordi- 
nate the special teams; 

+ Former Husker Jimmy Williams came 


Losses, Shakeup Put Solich Under the Gun 


from Toledo to coach the linebackers; 

+ Another former Husker, Marvin 
Sanders, left Colorado State to coach 
the secondary. 

The only new addition to the staff 
with no previous Nebraska ties is Pelini, 
who coached linebackers for the Green 
Bay Packers before Solich offered him 
a chance to be a defensive coordinator. 
He accepted the imposing task of rebuild- 
ing a once-proud defense that started to 
falter in the final two games of the 2001 
season and never recovered. 

Pelini’s plan to put the Blackshirts back 
on track remains a mystery because Solich 
threw a cloak of secrecy over spring practice. 
Practices were off limits to outsiders, includ- 


2002: 7-7 overall: 3-5 Big 12 [4th North) 

COACH: Frank Solich — At Nebraksa and 
overall: 49-16, 5 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 offense, 
8 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Jammal Lord, 
IB David Horne, OT Richie Incognito, 
RE Trevor Johnson, LB Barrett Ruud, 
LB Demorrio Williams, CB Fabian Wash- 
ington, SS Philip Bland, P Kyle Larson 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense 
appeared to improve its intensity and abit 
ity to get to the ball during spring prac- 
tice. Williams and Ruud lead an 
underrated group of linebackers. The sec- 
ondary is loaded with experience. Lord 
showed an ability to make plays with his 

feet last season, and Huskers are counting 

On Incognito to put some fire into the 


ing reporters. Scrimmages were closely 
monitored, and the Huskers dished out 
some extra vanilla to keep the spring game 
from being even more bland than usual. 

“If we have an advantage going into 
the early games, it would be that we do 
have two new coordinators,” Solich said. 


“Everybody is looking for an edge in this 
business. And that edge can come in 
many ways, The last thing you want to do 
is supply that edge to your opponent." 

So what can Nebraska's opponents 
expect from Pelini’s defense? What new 
offensive tricks will Cotton throw at 
Husker foes? Stay tuned for the Aug. 30 
opener against Oklahoma State for some 
Teal answers. 

What is known is that Cotton will 
remain true to his Husker roots. In other 
words, the I-formation will be the 
Huskers’ offense of choice. 


offensive line. Larson could be one of the 

nation’s best punters. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The receivers 
are unproven and the Huskers are still 
looking for a playmaker at back. Lord's 
Passing remains a concern and backups 
are far from being ready. Adjusting to 
a revamped coaching staff will take time, 
but how long? 

OVERVIEW: Solich responded to Huskers’ 

worst season in four decades by clean- 

ing house, bringing in six new assistants. 

If Solich’s drastic move works, the 

Huskers could be improved in 2003 and 

might even make things rough on North 

Division contenders Kansas State and 

Colorado. If not, there are plenty of 

Husker fans who hope Solich won't be 

around in 2004 
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“I don’t think people will be too sur- 
prised with what's going on,” said Cotton, 
who was hired away from Tony Samuel's 
staff at New Mexico State. “It's not drastic. 
We're not tuming into a Florida-type offense 
where we're going to throw it every down. 
We're still going to run it, and establish that.” 

The key will be getting Lord and the 
rest of the Husker offense to run and pass 
more effectively. 

Nebraska again finished as one of the 
nation’s top rushing teams in 2002, finish- 
ing fourth nationally with 268.7 yards 
a game. However, the Huskers finished 
112th in passing offense (104.43 yards 
a game) and 61st in total offense (373.14 
yards a game). More important, Nebraska 
produced only 27.4 points a game (59th 
in the nation) and scored 14 or fewer 
points in four of its seven losses. 

Cotton didn't junk Nebraska's play- 
book or the option when he took over. 
Instead, he tried to juice up the entire 
system to make it more exciting. 

Like Cotton, Pelini must bring major 
improvement to a Husker defense that 
ranked no higher than 45th in any of the 
NCAA's four major defensive statistical cat- 
egories last year. After allowing 101 points 
in the final two games of the 2001 season, 
the Huskers continued to slide in 2002, fin- 
ishing 45th nationally in scoring defense, 
allowing an average of 24 points a game. 

“The thing I'm trying to do right now 
is just teach principles, teach techniques,” 
Pelini said. “It's all a process. They're leam- 
ing a system and, at the same time, trying 
to play at a level of effort we're demanding 
that they haven't played at yet.” 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


QB Jammal Lord 
Emerging Star 
C Richie Incognito 
Top Newcomer 
RE Adam Cariker 


OFFENSE 

In Jammal Lord, Nebraska has a quarter- 
back whose 2,744 total yards last year were 
more than Eric Crouch gained the previous _ 
year when he won the Heisman Trophy. 

So why is the Husker Nation so down 
on Lord? 


FABIAN WASHINGTON IS ONE OF SIX 
HUSKERS WHO HAVE STARTED IN 
THE SECONDARY. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


Lord's passing skills — or lack of them 
— make every pass play an adventure. 

He threw for 1,362 yards last season, but five 
long completions accounted for 333 of those 
yards. He threw 12 touchdown passes, but 
he also threw 12 interceptions. 

Lord spent the spring working on his 
passing — repeatedly staying after practice 
to get in more throws — and trying to mas- 
ter the nuances of Bamey Cotton's system. 
Cotton has pledged the Huskers won't stray 
far from their offensive roots, but promises 
to mix in a new surprise or two. 

Lord's approach to the spring has quar- 
terbacks coach Tumer Gill convinced Lord 
can play up to his potential in 2003, saying, 
“He's more focused, and he goes and does 
it. Not to say he didn't do it before, but it’s 
just a little different approach.” 

Lord can’t shoulder all the blame for 
Nebraska's offensive inefficiency in 2002. 
Much of that goes to an offensive line that 
fell short of the lofty standards at NU. 

“Lreally think what's, going to help him 
the most is if we can protect him better and 
put him in better situations,” Cotton said. 
“Obviously, a lot of it is going to come on his 
working hard and paying attention to detail. 

“But if we put him in a comfort zone 
and situations where he doesn’t have 
guys breathing down his neck, he'll have 


a chance to be more effective.” 

Lord also needs more production from 
the I-back position. David Home showed 
flashes of greatness after being pulled out 
of a redshirt season in early October. His 
651 yards was the fourth highest total by 
a Nebraska freshman, and leaves him the 
favorite to emerge as Nebraska's No. 1 
I-back ahead of Josh Davis, Cory Ross, 
Marquess Simmons and Robin Miller. 

The Huskers lost three starters from the 
passing game — tight end Aaron Golliday, 
split end Wilson Thomas and wingback Troy 
Hassebroek — but young receivers such as 
Matt Herian, Ross Pilkington and Mark 
Leflore should give Lord capable receivers 
to throw to this season. Pilkington, a former 
minor-league baseball player, set school 
records for receptions (14) and receiving 
yardage (301) by a freshman, while tight 
end Herian averaged 43 yards per catch. 

Five linemen with starting experience 
retum: Richie Incognito, Dan Vili Waldrop, 
Mike Erickson, Nick Povendo and Junior 
Tagoa’i. Incognito, who missed much of 
spring practice because of a suspension for 
violating team rules, is moving from tackle to 
center, Also, Tagoa’i was arrested on domes- 
tic assault charges after the spring — the 
third time he's faced such problems — and 
his availability could be in question. 


DEFENSE 

The Blackshirts took a lot of heat last 
season for some un-Nebraska-like defen- 
sive displays, like giving up 55 points to 
Kansas State and finishing the season no 
higher than 45th nationally in any of the 
four major defensive statistical categories. 

It's Bo Pelini’s job to shore up the 
defense. He is encouraged by the talent 
returning on his side of the football, 

The best talent might be at the two inte- 
rior line spots, where Nebraska retums five 
lettermen led by two retuming senior 
starters, Ryon Bingham and Patrick Kabongo. 
The Huskers received a bonus when the 
NCAA granted Jason Lohr a sixth season of 
eligibility. Lohr missed the past two seasons 
with serious knee injuries, but his healthy 
retum would add depth inside. 

“He's a proven player who's done an 
outstanding job when he’s been on the 
field,” Solich said. 

The Huskers must replace both starting 
ends, including standout Chris Kelsay (a sec- 
ond-round NFL selection). Trevor Johnson, 
Nebraska's lifter of the year, is expected to 
move into one of the rush end spots, while 
the Huskers are hoping flashy Benard 
Thomas finally plays to his potential on the 
other side. Thomas redshirted last season 
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NOTEBOOK 


‘ebraska opponents had their 

hands full trying to keep tight 

end Matt Herian under control 
last season when he was a 215-pound 
freshman. 

That task could take on added difficulty 
this season now that Herian has added 25 
pounds to his 6-foot-5 frame. The added 
weight hasn't slowed Herian, who stood out 
in the team’s conditioning tests. 

“He hasn't lost a step,” offensive coor- 
dinator Bamey Cotton said. “Gaining 25 
pounds, that was our biggest worry. He's 
got height; he's got speed; and he’s got 
good hands, But he's very raw. | know 
we're excited to find out what he may tum 
into.” 

As a freshman, Herian caught seven 
passes for 301 yards and four touchdowns. 
He averaged 43 yards a reception and 
broke Johnny Mitchell's freshman tight end 
receiving record of 282 yards. 

Redshirt freshman Stewart Bradley 
spent the spring trying to make a name for 
himself at middle linebacker. One thing the 
coaches didn't question about the 6-4, 260- 
pound Bradley was his toughness. Bradley, 
from Salt Lake City, played club rugby in 
high school. The combination of the two 
sports led to Bradley racking up two broken 
collarbones, a broken finger and a broken 
foot. In rugby, Bradley played a position 
comparable to tailback in football. 

* Offensive guard Tamotu “Junior” 
Tagoa’i was arrested in April on suspicion 
of domestic assault, the third time he was 
arrested on such charges in two years. Pre- 
viously, he had agreed to a pretrial diver- 
sion program, but officials refiled the 
charges when he didn't complete the pro- 
gram. The senior from Hawaii was listed as 
a starter at the end of spring workouts. 

¢ Lannie Hopkins’ bid for playing time 
at weakside linebacker in the spring was cut 
short by a recurring groin problem. Hop- 
kins had surgery midway through spring 
drills but is expected to be ready for the 
start of preseason camp. Hopkins was mak- 
ing the switch from rover to linebacker and 
was expected to challenge for playing time. 
“You'd like to have had him out here the 
entire spring.” Nebraska coach Frank 
Solich said. “But Lannie’s an aggressive 
football plaver, a very talented player. It will 
take time, but he'll work at it very hard” 

— Steve Pivovar 
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Feeling Weight of Husker Legacy 


is legacy after one year as 
H Nelvaska’s starting quarterback 

hardly leaves Jammal Lord 
beaming with pride. 

Under Lord, Nebraska finished 7-7, 
the Huskers’ worst record in more than 
four gee ae ne 

“| blame myself for everything that 
happened last year,” Lord said. “Why 
nof? | touched the ball every play. You see 
Eric Crouch, you see Tommie Frazier, and 
you think about championships and stats. 

“For me right now, all they can say 
is Jammal Lord, Mainstay Indepen- 
dence Bowl. What was our record? 
Seven-seven? That leaves a bad taste 
in my mouth.” 

lord aims to do everything in his 
power fo wash that away this season. 

Although he is not assured of being 
the Huskers’ starter, Lord did every- 
thing he could in the spring to solidify 
his Fold on the No. I spot. 

He worked diligently to improve his 
passing while attempting to master the 
ins-and-outs of new offensive coordina- 
tor Barney Cotton’s system. Cotton has 
Braniised hat the Huskers will be more 
willing to throw the ball this season 
than fest, when they ranked 112th 
nationally in passing offense. 

Lord, who had attempted just 24 
passes prior to last season, threw for 


after playing as a backup in 2000 and 2001. 

Starting middle linebacker Barrett Ruud 
and weakside linebacker Demorrio Williams 
retum. T.J, Hollowell, who shared the weak- 
side spot with Williams in 2002, is expected 
to start at strongside linebacker this season. 

The biggest question in the secondary 
is the health of Willie Amos, who started 
at free safety two years ago and moved to 
comerback in the spring before suffering 
a serious knee injury that places his status 
for the season in doubt. 

Six other players — Fabian Washington, 
twins Josh and Daniel Bullocks, Pat Ricketts, 
Lomell McPherson and Phitip Bland — bring 
starting experience to the secondary. Wash- 
ington started 11 games at comerback as a 
true freshman in 2002 and tied for the team 
lead with four interceptions. 

Ricketts and McPherson are the lead- 
ing candidates to replace All-American 
DeJuan Groce at the other cornerback 


1,362 yards and rushed for 1,412. 
He passed for 12 touchdowns, but he 
also had 12 interceptions. 

Granted, Lord had a difficult act to 
follow in replacing Crouch, a three- 
year starter who won the Heisman 
Trophy in 2001. However, in his first 
season as a starter, Lord smashed 
Crouch’s total offense record by finish- 
ing with 2,774 yards. 

That leaves Cotton wondering why 
Lord is the subject of criticism from 
Husker fans. 

“| get nothing but positive feedback 
from Jammal from his love of the game 
to wanting to be the quarterback here 
and be everything everybody wants 
him to be,” Cotton pik 

“I don’t want him to be so worried 
about living up to everybody else’s 
expectations, following Eric Crouch or 
Tommie Frazier or Scott Frost or all 
those guys who have been a part of 
this long string of recent quarterbacks 
at Nebraska who have been real suc- 
cessful. Because he’s got the stats to be 
one of those guys.” 

The one thing Lord lacks, though, 
is the wins to match his predecessors. 

“| have a lot more football to play 
hopetully,” he said. “I’ve had my ups 
and downs, but hopetully, this year 
there will be more ups.” Q 


ms) NATIONAL TITLE IN 


THE ROSE BOWL, THE HUSKERS 
CLOSED OUT 2002 BY LOSING 
TO OLE MISS IN THE 
INDEPENDENCE BOWL. 


spot, although Amos could figure into the 
mix. Bland sat out spring practice recover- 
ing from shoulder surgery but still ranks as 
the biggest hitter in the secondary. 

At free safety, the competition 
between the Bullocks and Jerrell Pippins 
will keep things interesting. 


LORD LOOKS TO REACH HIS POTENTIAL IN 
LINCOLN THIS SEASON. 
PHOTO BY DENNIS HUBBARD 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Huskers can depend on punter 
Kyle Larson, a Ray Guy Award semifinal- 
ist who averaged 43.2 yards and enters 
his senior season as a candidate for All- 
America honors. 

But Nebraska must replace kicker Josh 
Brown, punt retumer DeJuan Groce and 
long-snapper John Garrison. Groce tied an 
NCAA record by returning four punts for 
touchdowns, Garrison was the Huskers’ 
long snapper the past four seasons and 
finished his career ranked third on the 
school's all-time scoring chart. 

Brown will be replaced by either Sandro 
DeAngelis or Dale Endorf, two kickers who 
have experienced success in games. 

I-back Josh Davis, Nebraska's record- 
holder in kickoff retum attempts and retum 
yardage, will give the Huskers a breakaway 
threat on kickoff retums, 

— Steve Pivovar 
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nder the circumstances, the 
U numbers don’t seem to add up 
for Oklahoma. 

The Sooners return just four offensive 
players who started at least half of last 
year's 14 games. 

They lost their leading rusher, leading 


scorer, leading passer and the top four 
players on the school’s all-time career 
receptions list. 

There figures to be a dogfight during 
the dog days of August for the starting 
quarterback spot. Also, tight ends and 
special teams coach Jonathan Hayes left to 
join with the Cincinnati Bengals. 

Yet, many preseason prognosticators 
(including Lindy’s) expect Oklahoma to con- 
tend for its eighth national championship. 

“I guess that speaks to the overall 
quality of the team,” Sooners fifth-year 
coach Bob Stoops said. “It speaks to the 
overall depth. I would also think it speaks 
of our ability to play in big games.” 

More than anything, it speaks to a suffo- 
cating defense that retums 10 players who 
started seven or more games last season. 

“We've been pretty good,” said 
Stoops, whose teams have won the 
national title, the Cotton Bowl and the 
Rose Bowl over the past three teams. 
“And | feel we have a chance to be pretty 
good again. We have a chance to have 
our deepest and strongest overall team.” 

As stout as the Big 12 Conference is 
— particularly in the South Division — 
the Sooners are the clear pick to repeat as 
conference champs, despite losing some 
important offensive ingredients from last 
year's 12-2 team: 

+ Running back Quentin Griffin 
(a team-high 1,884 yards rushing and 
18 touchdowns, No. 1 on the all-time 


TACKLE TOMMIE HARRIS LEADS A DEFENSE 
THAT SOONER COACHES ADMIT WILL BE 
“/RWFULLY GOOD.” 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 
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receiving list with 169 catches); 

+ Quarterback Nate Hybl, 24 touch- 
down passes; just eight interceptions; 
2,583 passing yards; 

* Tight end Trent Smith, No. 2 all-time 
in catches with 164; 

+ Wide receiver Antwone Savage, 


Could This Be Stoops’ Best Team Yet? 


No. 3 with 157 catches; 

+ Wide receiver Curtis Fagan, No. 4 
with 135 catches. 

How can they replace such produc- 
tion? Well, they seem to be able to do it 
with just the next guys in line. 

Quarterback is the million-dollar ques- 
tion, with a handful of candidates staking 
claim, including fifth-year senior Jason White. 
He's the most experienced with 14 games 
and four career starts, but he’s had surgery 
on each knee over the past two seasons. 

Sophomore Paul Thompson became 
Hybl's backup after White went down in 
the second game last season and played in 
four games. Incoming freshman Tommy 
Grady was a prize catch, but isn’t expected 


2002: 12-2 overall; 6-2 Big 12 [T-Ist) 

(COACH: Bob Stoops — At Oklahoma and 
overall: 43-9, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 4 offense, 
9 defense, kicker, punter. 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 1B Teddy 
Lehman, DT Tommie Harris, LB Lance 
Mitchell, CB Derrick Strait, CB/PR Antonio 
Perkins, FS Brandon Everage, 

DE Jonathan Jackson, WR Mark Clayton, 
FL Will Peoples, OT Jammal Brown 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: This could be 
the best Oklahoma defense of the Bob 
Stoops era, which is saying something. The 
Sooners are pretty much two-deep at every 

defensive position. After two years of grow- 

ing pains, the offensive line has matured 
into a solid and consistent group that 
should help take pressure off the quarter- 


to threaten for the starting role. 

“Some guys will get more reps than 
others. Eventually, somebody has to start 
separating himself,” Stoops said. “Who- 
ever it's going to be, | think he’s going to 
be pretty good.” 

Sophomore running back Kejuan 


Jones set a school freshman record with 
14 touchdowns last season and senior 
Renaldo Works averaged 5.1 yards per 
cary his three previous seasons. 

“There is quality there,” Stoops said. 
“There are good players who have played 
and won for us.” 

A program previously known for the 
run-crazed wishbone now overflows with 
wide receivers. 

Junior Mark Clayton caught 71 balls his 
first two seasons, and often was spectacu- 
lar in the process. Junior Will Peoples also 
put together a highlight reel last year, with 


back. Perkins is lethal as a return man. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEM: Quarterback. 
The spring featured a four-man battle for 
the position among senior Jason White, 
sophomores Brent Rawis and Paul Thomp- 
son and redshirt freshman Noah Allen. 
White has experience, but had surgeries 
‘on both knees over the past two years. 

OVERVIEW: |f defense indeed wins cham- 
pionships, the Sooners have the depth, 
talent and experience to win the 
school's eighth national title. The quar- 
terback simply needs to be consistent, 
Not spectacular. The second game of 
the season is at Alabama, which can’t 
go to a bow, so will be looking at the 
game as something of a national-respect 
crusade. Win that one, and the Sooners 
might not lose any. 
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36 catches and a 14.6-yard average. 

Two-sport junior Brandon Jones, also 
a member of the baseball team, has big- 
play potential. Of his seven receptions last 
year, three went for touchdowns. 

“L love those guys we lost, but we're 
going to be fine there,” Stoops said. “The 
players who are coming up are every bit 
as explosive, and more so.” 

The strength of the offense is found in 
a front line that suffered through two years 
of growing pains. The unit is led by junior 
tackles Jammal Brown and Wes Sims, who 
both started every game last season. 

“Our offensive line is like night and 
day compared to the way it’s been,” 
Stoops said. “From last season to the sea- 
son before, there's no comparison with 
their attitude, the way we run it, the way 
the players have bought into it.” 

The defense lost athletic cornerback 
Andre Woolfolk and end Jimmy Wilkerson 
who, despite the pleading of coaches, 
passed up his senior season to make him- 
self eligible for the NFL draft. 

With the Sooners often starting five 
defensive backs, essentially only one start- 
ing position needs to be filled. That gives 
Oklahoma's defense a wicked combina- 
tion of talent and depth. 

“We're pretty much two-deep across 
the board,” co-defensive coordinator Mike 
Stoops said. 

Older brother Bob Stoops added, 
“We're going to be awfully good defen- 
sively, | think, And, hey, we should be with 
all the experience we have coming back." 

After one season of Howard Schnel- 
lenberger (5-5-1) and three of John Blake 
(12-22), the Sooners have re-established 
the program as a national power in four 
seasons under Stoops (43-9). 

“We get the most out of our guys,” 
Bob Stoops said. “The players we have are 
talented and play well together as a team, 
as opposed to being certain individuals 
who make plays that carry a team. Our 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
LB Teddy Lehman 


Emerging Star 
CB/PR Antonio Perkins 
Top Newcomer 
SS Donte Nicholson 


players realize how well they complement 


FREE SAFETY BRANDON EVERAGE ANCHORS 
AN EXPERIENCED DEFENSIVE BACKFIELD. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


each other. They don’t worry about who's 
getting how many touches or whatever. 
Our guys haven't been big on that.” 


OFFENSE 

Oklahoma doesn't know who will line 
up behind center, but whoever it is will 
have a quality line in front of him. 

After being maligned for the better 
part of the past two seasons, the Sooners’ 
line is now being flooded with praise. 
However, offensive line coach/running, 
game coordinator Kevin Wilson isn’t biting. 

“This is the same line you (reporters) 
said couldn't block anybody last year and 
now you guys are 180-ing us. | ain't buy- 
ing it,” Wilson said. 

With quarterbacks spending the better 
part of 2001 and 2002 running for their 
lives, were reporters truly wrong in criti- 
cizing Oklahoma’ line? 

“Oh, yeah,” Wilson said. “And now 
you're wrong in praising them. We proba- 
bly weren't that bad and now we're prob- 
ably not as good as you want to make us 
out to be.” 

In addition to junior tackles Brown 
and Sims, junior center Vince Carter brings 
21 career starts and guards Kelvin Chais- 


son and Davin Joseph each had starts last 
season. 

“It’s not like were playing with a pat 
hand,” Wilson said. “We're trying to get 
better, and we should. There's not an 
Outland Trophy winner in that group 
today. There’s not a first-round draft pick. 
There's not a bunch of All-Americans.” 

Director of football operation Merv John- 
son, a former Sooner assistant in his 26th year 
at Oklahoma, insists this is the program's best 
offensive line since the late 1980s. 

“We've got a chance to be pretty 
good, seriously,” Wilson said. “Potentially, 
it’s by far the best I've been around.” 

Offensive coordinator and quarter- 
backs coach Chuck Long certainly likes 
what he sees up front. 

“The running game not only has 
helped our offensive line, it's helped our 
quarterback in terms of pass protection,” 
Long said. “Two years ago, we saw every 
blitz known to man. Last year, we saw 
a lot less of that because they were wor- 
ried about the run, and that really helps.” 


DEFENSE 

The word is out about Oklahoma's. 
defense. 

The Sooners were stout on defense 
when they won the 2000 national title and 
they were expected to improve the fol- 
lowing year and be even better in 2002. 

Co-defensive coordinators Brent Ven- 
ables and Mike Stoops both knew better. 

“I heard what ‘they’ said,” Venables 
said. “Well, ‘they’ always don't know 
everything, whoever ‘they’ is. We had 
a lot of young guys.” 

Stoops agreed. “| thought last year's 
hype was premature. We were a year away.” 

That year away comes now, and nei- 
ther Venables nor Stoops seem to be 
going through denial. 

And as good as the Sooners were for 
much of last season, their key ingredient 
for 2003 is a newcomer: Donte Nicholson, 
a 6-2, 210-pound strong safety from 
Mount San Antonio (Calif.) Junior College 
who excelled in spring practice. 

Nicholson will start in place of mis- 
placed safety Eric Bassey, who moved to. 

a more natural comerback position. Junior 
Antonio Perkins, who made seven starts as 
a nickel back last season, moved to the cor- 
nerback spot vacated by Andre Woolfolk. 

“Donte’s a special player,” Mike 
Stoops said. “We knew he was special 
when we recruited him. He’s just a very 
natural football player. He picks the game 
up very, very well. He's very instinctive. 

“We're probably more pleased than 
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NOTEBOOK 


s good as junior college transfer 
Donte Nicholson appears to be 
is a strong safety, Sooners co- 
defensive coordinator Mike Stoops refuses 
to compare him to former Oklahoma stand- 
out Roy Williams, now with the Dallas 
Cowboys. 

“| don't want to go there,” Stoops said. 
“Donte’s got those type abilities, but he 
can't make those plays yet. In time, | think 
he’s going to be a big-time safety.” 

Nicholson's arrival is especially signifi- 
cant because the strong safety position is 
one of the places the Sooners needed more 
of what Stoops calls, “presence.” 

“We had some horrible mistakes in 
some key games last year,” Stoops said. 

Oklahoma's two losses last season 
came at Texas A&M (30-26) and at rival 
Oklahoma State (38-28), where the 
Sooners were bumed deep and often. 

* Offensive coordinator Chuck Long on 
the starting quarterback, whoever he may 
be: “Whoever comes out of this as our 
starting quarterback for the first game has 
to maintain that level that eamed him the 
job. Has to keep it. If that No. 1 quarter- 
back is not performing, welll get the next 
guy in because we're all about winning 
here.” 

Junior Antonio Perkins is a multiple 
threat at comerback and as a return man. 
“He's been there, done that,” co-defensive 
coordinator Brent Venables said. “He obvi- 
ously has all the ability you'd want a player 
to have. He's a great, great athlete. He has 
displayed his God-given ability on several 
occasions.” 

* The capacity of Owen Field has grown 
to approximately 81,000 with the comple- 
tion of a $65 million renovation of Memorial 
Stadium. The project included roughly 8,000 
new seats, 27 skyboxes, a brick facade, a 
renovated press box and renovated offices 
within the athletic department. The Everest 
Training Center, a 74,100-square foot facil- 
ity, opened last winter. 

* Oklahoma led the nation in intercep- 
tions last season with 24. The Sooners also 
cashed ‘em in, outscoring opponents 163- 
31 following tumovers. 

In four seasons under coach Bob 
‘Stoops, the Sooners have set 72 school 
records (game, season, career, bowl and 
class records). In their past three bowl 
games, the Sooners allowed just 19 total 
points. 

—dohn Rohde 
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LEHMAN IS ONE OF FOUR SOONER DEFENSIVE 
ALL-AMERICAN CANDIDATES. 
PHOTO BY DOUG HOLEMAN 


we were when we recruited him. On the 

field, | just love his maturity. You feel his 

presence. Those were key ingredients we 
missed last year at times.” 

Venables said those traits were evi- 
dent immediately in spring practice. 

“Oh, Donte’s really good,” Venables 
said. “You knew Day One. The really good 
ones have no problem whatsoever finding 
the ball. You don’t have to coach them 
a whole lot. They stand out in that way. 
He's extremely physical. He knows how 
to hit a guy flush and put his hat on the 
ball. It's unfair.” 

Nicholson joins a defense filled with 
All-America candidates, including weak- 
side linebacker Teddy Lehman, middle 
linebacker Lance Mitchell, tackle Tommie 
Harris and comerback Derrick Strait. 

There's no denying it, so Bob Stoops 
doesn’t try. 

“We're in really good shape,” Stoops 
said, “everywhere.” 


OKLAHOMA 


Lehman Hopes to Continue Orlando Tradition 


Award must be shaking their heads 
because one program can’t possi- 
bly produce one of the nation’s top line- 

-kers every season, can it? 

Well, maybe it can. 

Three years ago, Oklahoma line- 
backer Rocky Calmus was one of three 
Butkus finalists. 

Two years ago, Calmus won it. 

Last year, linebacker Teddy Lehman 
was one of three Butkus finalists. 

This year, he might win it. 

And Lehman, a senior, would have 
to beat out fellow senior and teammate 
Lance Mitchell to do so. 

Former Sooner Brian Bosworth won 
the first two Butkus Awards (1985-86) 
as the nation’s top linebacker. Now 
Oklahoma players have become regu- 
lars once again and Lehman sees com- 
petition all around him on the Sooners’ 
loaded defense. 

“You're afraid of getting hurt on this 
feam because you know the guy right 
behind you is going fo take your spot and 
you might not get it back,” Lehman said. 
Peat isa fe 241-pound, fleet- 

nightmare for ts. His 
instincts are Sipeeed coir his speed. 


All that’s missing is a little more strength. 


Te associated with the Butkus 


ANY PRESEASON 
PROGNOSTICA- 
TORS (INCLUDING 


LINDY’S) EXPECT OKLAHOMA 
TO CONTEND FOR ITS EIGHTH 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP. 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

The special teams coordinator left, but 
the specialists did not. 

With Jonathan Hayes now in the NFL, 
Bob Stoops takes command of the special 
teams. It’s a position he essentially held in 
the past, so he does not anticipate it being 
much of an adjustment. 

Sophomore kicker Trey DiCarlo had 


“| feel whenever | play as well as 
I can, I’m the best in ie country,” 
Lehman said. “I always want to get 
physically stronger so | can mix it up 
with those big guys.” 

“Teddy's got a chance to be one of 
the all-time greats,” co-defensive coor- 
dinator Mike Stoops said. 

But is Lehman great enough to beat 
out Mitchell, a 6-3, 246-pound wreck- 
ing ball middle linebacker who made 
second-team All-American as a junior 
college transfer last season? 

Fresh out of City College of San 

a in and led 


last season with 


Francisco, Mitchell jum; 
the Sooners in tackles 
124 to Lehman’s 112. 

Mitchell had 19 tackles-for-losses; 
Lehman had 17. Mitchell forced four 
fumbles; Lehman recovered two. 
Lehman has eight quarterback hurries; 
Mitchell had seven. 

This leaves Oklahoma sports infor- 
mation director Kenny Mossman in 
a bit of quandary on whom to publi- 
cize for the award. 

“We'll push both and take it from 
there,” Mossman said. 

It just might take both Lehman and 
Mitchell to Orlando for this year’s 
Butkus ceremony. Q 


planned on playing at Navy as a freshman 
but changed his mind and returned home 
to Carrollton, Texas. When the Sooners 
held open tryouts for kickers last August, 
DiCarlo showed up and wound up earning 
third-team freshman All-American and 
second-team All-Big 12 honors by making 
16 of 22 field goals. 

Junior punter Blake Ferguson followed 
in the footsteps of older brother and All- 
Big 12 punter Jeff, but lacked the consis- 
tency Bob Stoops demands. Incoming 
freshman Cody Freeby, considered the 
nation’s best high school punter last year, 
could come in and start right away. 

No one will bump Antonio Perkins off 
the field, however. An All-American candi- 
date as a punt retumer, Perkins averaged 
15 yards on retums last year and retumed 
three for touchdowns. Sophomore Jejuan. 
Renkins, who saw limited action last year, 
will join him on kickoff returns. 

— John Rohde 
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OKLAHOMA STATE 


COWBOYS 


s the 2002 season unfolded, 
A Oklahoma State football followers 
found themselves in a constant 
state of disbelief. 
First, the Cowboys blew an 18-point 


lead and lost the season-opener to Louisiana 
Tech. Later, they dropped a 10-point lead in 


ahome loss to UCLA. A team many thought 
would contend for a bow! began the season 
2-4 and lost games it was supposed to win. 

Then in the second half of the season, 
the disbelief turned the other direction. 
Oklahoma State's offense caught fire; the 
defense became reliable; and suddenly 
the Cowboys were winning games they 
were supposed to lose. 

* First, Oklahoma State beat Nebraska 
for the first time in 41 years and defeated 
Texas A&M for the first time in Big 12 
Conference play. 

+ Then the Cowboys beat No. 3-ranked 
Oklahoma 38-28, defeating the Sooners for 
the second consecutive season. 

Oklahoma State won six of its last 
seven games, finishing the season with an 
8-5 record and a Houston Bowl victory 
over Southern Mississippi. It was the pro- 
gram's best finish since 1997, and only 
the second time since 1988 that the Cow- 
boys earned a winning record. 

What does a history lesson have to do 
with Oklahoma State’s 2003 season? 

Momentum. 

Aslow start hampered each of coach 
Les Miles’ first two seasons in Stillwater. His 
2001 team lost an opener it could have won 
and never recovered, starting 2-7 before 
winning the final two games of the regular 
season — including that first stunner over the 
Sooners. That victory seemed to create 
a surge in confidence that was supposed to 
carry over into 2002, but it didn’t happen. 

With many of the same tools back for 


RASHAUN WOODS IS AMONG THE 
NATION’S BEST WIDE RECEIVERS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


2003, Miles expects to get out of the blocks 
a little faster this time around. 

“We could get to 5-0 if we play the way 
we're supposed to,” Miles said. 

That would be a neat trick. Only six 
teams in the 102-year history of the program 
have started a season 5-0, and only two. 


Ready to Ride Momentum fo Fast Start 


scored 13 touchdowns. The fullback, two. 
tight ends and three offensive linemen also 
retum for an offense that ranked third in the 
Big 12 in total yardage (411.1 yards per 
game) and 13th nationally in scoring (34.2 
points per game). 


have done it since World War II. Also, con- 
sider that the Cowboys start the season on 
‘Aug. 30 at Nebraska, where they haven't 
won since 1960. 

Regardless, the Cowboys cannot afford 
another early stumble if they plan to achieve 
Miles’ lofty goals of competing for the Big 12 
championship and a BCS bowl. 

“We need to come prepared to play 
championship football and start the sea- 
son ready to win,” said Miles, the 2002 
Big 12 Coach of the Year. “If we do that, 
we'll be playing at Arrowhead Stadium for 
the Big 12 championship game.” 

The Cowboys might just own the tools 
to do the job, especially on offense. 


COWBOYS 


2002: 8-5 overall; 5-3 Big 12 (T-3rd South) 
COACH: Les Miles — At Oklahoma State 
and overall; 12-12, 2 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Rashaun 
Woods, OB Josh Fields, TB Tatum Bell, 
RB Seymore Shaw, RT Sam Mayes, C Ben 
Buie, DE Greg Richmond, LB Lawrence 
Pinson, SS Elbert Craig, CB Darrent 
Williams, CB Daniel McLemore 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Woods could 
be the nation’s best playmaker, and has a 
chemistry with Fields that is rare even 
among the best passing tandems. Last 
year they hooked up 107 times for 1,695 
yards and 17 TDs. The offensive line 
{three returning starters) is deep and last 
year, allowed the fewest sacks in the 


ter Camp All-American last season, caught 
107 passes for 1,695 yards for a Division I-A 
best 17 touchdowns in 2002. Junior quarter- 
back Josh Fields threw for a school-record 
3,145 yards and 31 touchclowns. Senior tail- 
back Tatum Bell rushed for 1,096 yards and 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Fields is the 


OVERVIEW: Miles entire staff returns, and 


Senior receiver Rashaun Woods, a Wal- 


Defensively, the Cowboys must replace 


tackle Kevin Williams, a first-round NFL. 
draft pick, and work remains to be done on 
the line and in the secondary. But a recruit- 
ing class that ranked as high as 15th 
nationally includes players capable of mak- 
ing an immediate impact. 


Special teams remains a strength, 


Big 12 (17). 


only QB with college experience. Other 
than Woods, the WRs had just 21 catches 
last season. Sam Mayes and Matt Hardi- 
son are both new at tackle, The defensive 
tackles are inexperienced. A new snapper 
and holder could present issues in the 
kicking game. 


all but two members have been at Okla- 
homa State all three years. That stability 
was evident during the second half of the 
2002 season and adds to the program's 
renewed confidence. The schedule won't 
be easy, with road games at Nebraska 
Oklahoma and Texas A&M, but at least 
Kansas State and Texas must come to Still: } 
water. 


For more coverage of the Cowboys, visit www.oklahomastate.rivals.com 
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COWBOYS RECRUITING 
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with senior kicker Luke Phillips providing 
points, punter and kickoff specialist Cole 
Farden improving field position, and blaz- 
ing speed giving the Cowboys a danger- 
ous threat on returns. 


OFFENSE 

Led by the passing of Josh Fields, 
the big-play receiving skills of Rashaun 
Woods and a drive to be balanced, 
Oklahoma State's offense surged from 
104th in 2001 (306.6 yards a game) to 
13th last season (411.1). 

The passing game got all the attention 
as OSU averaged 262.6 yards through the 
air, helping the Cowboys rank 13th 
nationally in yards per play (6.0). How- 
ever, it was the running game that made 
OSU a different team late in the season. 

Tatum Bell and junior Seymore Shaw 
(498 yards, five TDs, 5.7 per carry) return 
as the primary ballcarriers. In 2001, Bell 
gained just 776 yards and the team aver- 
aged a mere 93.6 yards per game. Bell 
returned bigger and stronger in 2002, 
overcame a preseason ankle sprain and 
rushed for 1,096 yards, 928 of which 
came in the final seven games. During 
that stretch, he scored 11 of his 13 touch- 
downs and averaged 6.5 yards per carry. 
He continued to improve in the spring. 

“He had an unbelievable spring,” 
said offensive coordinator Mike Gundy. 
“He’s really separated himself. He’s 
a different player.” 

With Bell carrying the rushing load, 
Fields caught fire. In those same seven 
games, Fields threw just two intercep- 
tions, including 113 consecutive passes 
without a pick. 

“Toward the end of the season, we 
felt like we could score any time we had 
the ball,” Fields said. “I don’t want to say 
it was weird, but it was a real exciting 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


WR Rashaun Woods 


Emerging Star 
QB Josh Fields 
Top Newcomer 
CB Robert Jones 


feeling to have that in your offense. | think 

everyone felt it and it was pretty sweet.” 
Fields finished 15th nationally in pass- 

ing efficiency and finished second among 


Big 12 passers in TDs. The mixture of Bell's 
Tunning and Fields’ passing provided a rare 
harmony and coincided with improvement 
from an offensive line that started the 
same lineup over the final six games. 

“It starts with those guys on the offen- 
sive line,” Fields said. “They started run 
blocking real well and Tatum started 
breaking through, and after that, protec- 
tion came along and everything started 
clicking at the same time. It was real 
exciting to know we could run or we 
could pass, either one, and score.” 

In the process, Big 12 defensive backs 
learned that Oklahoma State’s offensive 
success “goes through Woods,” Gundy 
said. Woods set school and Big 12 
records for receptions, yards and TD 
catches and enters his senior season as 
OSU's career leader in catches. He’s also 
on pace to break the records for receiving 
yards and touchdowns. 

Woods played the latter part of the 
season and the spring with knee tendini- 
tis, but it didn’t affect his productivity. 

In the Cowboys’ final seven games he 
caught 51 passes for 1,106 yards and 
scored 11 TDs. 


DEFENSE 

Because of the late-season emergence 
and leadership of Kevin Williams, the Cow- 
boy defense made significant progress over 
the course of the 2002 season. Still, it’s 
hard to ignore the fact that the defense 
allowed an average of 27 points and 415.6 
yards during that seven-game stretch in 
which the offense dominated. 

Opponents ripped Oklahoma State's 
pass defense for a school-record 3,171 
passing yards (251.6 yards a game, 100th 
in Division I-A). OSU also allowed 398.7 
total yards a game (80th nationally), and 
147.1 rushing yards a game (50th). 

A strong recruiting class is expected 
to provide some help, but the newcomers 
remain wildcards for now. Instead of wait- 
ing, defensive coordinator Bill Clay spent 
most of the spring experimenting on the 
defensive line and in the secondary, mov- 
ing ends to tackle and comers to safety. 

“We've got to get people reps at 
Positions they'd have to play against 
Nebraska,” Clay said. “We can’t wait on 
who we signed to get here in August 
because that's a short time to get ready to 
play Nebraska.” 

The cornerbacks appear to be the 
strength of the defense, but given last 
year's pass defense stats, that assessment 
is based more on potential than produc- 
tion. Junior Darrent Williams brings big- 


PAUL DUREN IS ONE OF FOUR SOPHOMORE 
LINEBACKERS WHO PLAYED IN 2002. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


play ability (three career TDs on intercep- 

tions), and sophomore Daniel McLemore 

possesses world-class speed. Sophomore 
Vernon Grant (56 tackles) has good cover- 
age skills and is quick to give run support, 
so he spent some time at strong safety in 

the spring. Juco transfer Robert Jones also 

brings speed and big-play potential to the 
position. 

Clay must find two more starting 
safeties for his 4-2-5 scheme. One of 
those will likely be Elbert Craig (76 tack- 
les, two interceptions last season), 

a three-year starter at free safety who 
played weak safety in the spring. 

On the line, the interior could be a mess. 

Noseguard Clay Coe and tackle Kyle 
Hix — backups last season — missed vir- 
tually the entire spring with injuries. 
Incoming freshmen Brad Girtman and 
Xavier Lawson-Kennedy and juco transfer 
Efe Mowarin are expected to step in and 
play right away, but in case they're not 
ready, Clay auditioned end Antonio 
Smith, who bulked up 25 pounds in the 
offseason. 

At end, senior Greg Richmond 
(49 tackles and a team-high six quarter- 
back sacks) is a returning starter at one 
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2003 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Josh Fields, Jr.*/Jamie Beeghley, Fr. DE — Greg Richmond, Sr.*/Dornell Smith, Fr. 
TB Tatum Bell, S.“/Seymore Shaw, Jr. | 


Willis, So. ay NG Clay Coe, Jr./Efe Moworin, Jr 


WR be Lindsay, Jr. ith, J.°/ Khreem Smith, Sr. 
WR Divan Woods, So,/Kenneth Williams, Fr. 

TE Billy Bojemo, Jr.*/Charlie Johnson, So. 1B Paul Duren, So.*/Pogitte McGee, So. 

RT Adam Gourley, Jr. _OR Sam Mayes, Ae. ws fa:} Darrent Williams, Jr.*/Vernon Grant, So. 


‘OR Jon Cruz, Fr. 


RG Sam Mayes, Jr. 
Ben Boie, J."/Chris Akin, Jr. OR Elbert Craig, Sr. 

1G Chris Akin, Jr.*/Doug Bond, Fr. * OR Fath’ Corte, Se. 
[T___ Matt Hardeson, Sr./Adam Gourley, Jr ¥ FS Elbert Craig, Sr." OR Thomas Wright, Fr. 


K Luke Phillips, Sr."/Cole Farden, Jr. | | PCole Farden, J.*/Sky Rylont, Sr 


>. OR Robert Jones, So. 


DT __ Kyle Hix, So./Xovier Lawson-Kennedy, Fr. 


NOTEBOOK 


klahoma State's plan for an 
'$86-million stadium renovation 
moved slowly until Texas oil 
tycoon T. Boone Pickens gave it a push. 
Pickens, a 1951 OSU alum, announced 
a gift of $70 million to the school in March. 

The breakdown: OSU gets $20 million 
specifically for Lewis Field, including $4 mil- 
lion in cash to get the project going. 
Another $16 million will be paid $2 million 
at a time over eight years. The interest off 
that will generate $15 million, which goes 
to the school’s general scholarship fund. 

Pickens is leaving another $35 million 
to the school in his will, to be divided 
among athletics and academics. Sources 
said the day after Pickens announced the 
gift, OSU raised $880,000 over the phone. 

With most of the entire coaching 
staff and many players in their third season 
together, offensive coordinator Mike Gundy 
said the offense is “further along this year. 
We can get it verbalized to our players. 

It's hard to come up with schemes and con- 
cepts and get it translated verbally to them 
so they know where to start, where to finish 
and what play to run. We're way, way fur- 
ther ahead.” 

* OSU's offense has its quarterback, 
top runner and top receiver, as well as sev- 
eral other key positions, but there are con- 
cems. First and foremost, the Cowboys 
must break in three new tackles. Matt 
Hardison is a former tight end, Adam 
Gourley is a juco transfer and Sam Mayes 
played guard last year. The Cowboys also 
need more receiver depth behind Rashaun 
Woods and a reliable backup for quarter- 
back Josh Fields. Two-year starter Aso Pogi 
transferred after losing his job, and redshirt 
freshman Jamie Beeghley, who ran the 
scout team last year, took all the first-team 
snaps in the spring while Fields played base- 
ball. Incoming freshman Donovan Woods, 
the youngest brother of star receiver 
Rashaun Woods, could be in the mix at 
quarterback. 

© There's always room for improve- 
ment. The Cowboys finished last in the 
Big 12 last season in penalties, with 116 
for 931 yards. OSU also finished last in 
fourth-down conversions (40 percent), last 
in opponents’ fourth-down conversions 
(72 percent) and, thanks to a big-play, 
quick-strike offense, last in time of posses- 
sion (26 minutes, 48 seconds per game). 

~dohn E, Hoover 
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FIELDS THREW FOR 3,145 YARDS AND 
31 TOUCHDOWNS LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


side, while senior Khreem Smith and 
junior Antonio Smith continue to compete 
for the other spot. 

Linebacker seems solid, where four 
sophomores — Paul Duren, Lawrence Pin- 
son, Pagitte McGee and Glenn Jackson — 
saw time last season. Duren started all 12 
games and led the Cowboys with 81 tack- 
les (four for loss). Pinson (36 tackles) and 
McGee (18 tackles, three for loss) were 
regular backups and occasional starters. 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

Two years ago, the Oklahoma State 
special teams led major college football in 
special team production (a formula consist- 
ing of punt returns, punt coverage, kickoff 
retums and kickoff coverage) under the 
direction of special teams coordinator Joe 
DeForest. Last year those results slipped, but 
the Cowboys still finished among the Big 12 
leaders. 

“We have some of the best special 


Winning Teammates with Arm, Heart and Grill 


osh Fields, Oklahoma State's 

record-setting junior quarterback, 

won the hearts and minds of his 
teammates during an impromptu 
retreat at his parents’ Stillwater, Okla., 
home last summer. 

He also won their stomachs. 

Fields put on the apron, fired up the 

rill and cooked more than 60 ham- 
farce 75 hot dogs and dozens of 
steaks and chicken breasts for a group 
of teammates just a couple of days 
before two-a-days started. 

“Boy, they ate a bunch,” Fields 
said. “We couldn't cook fast enough. 

By the end of the day, everything was 
cleaned out.” 

That little get-together helped lay 
the foundation for what would be a his- 
toric season at Oklahoma State. The 
Cowboys won six of their last seven 
games, beating Nebraska, Texas A&M 
and Oklahoma. OSU finished its best 
season in. 14 years wi a icy the 
Houston Bowl. 

Fields attributed the turnaround to 
a rare team chemistry forged before 
the team ever took the Feld 

“It was really a different kind of 
year,” Fields said. “The year before, we 
didn’t really do much hanging out. Last 

sherhood 


year was more like a bro! || think 


HE COWBOYS 

CANNOT AFFORD 

ANOTHER EARLY 
STUMBLE IF THEY PLAN TO 


ACHIEVE MILES’ LOFTY 
GOALS OF COMPETING FOR 
THE BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP 
AND A BCS BOWL. 


teams in the country,” said Gundy, “and Joe 
DeForest does it all.” 

Kicker Luke Phillips — a Groza Award 
semifinalist in 2001 — hit 11 of 16 field goal 
attempts last season after making 15 of 17 


that’s why everything turned so positive, 
because we were so close and fen fun 
together that we just got on a roll an 
everything started happening.” 

Fields set OSU single-season 
records for attempts, completions, yards 
and touchdowns in ‘02. He also threw 
a school-record six TDs at Kansas. Over 
the final seven games, he threw 20 TDs 
and just two interceptions. 

It helped that his offensive line led 
the Big 12 in fewest sacks allowed 
(19 in 13 games). One of the reasons 
for that was Fields’ promise of more 
food for the big guys. At his preseason 
cookout, Fields ‘ook the offensive line 
aside and said there would be more 
meat in their future if he finished 
a game without getting sacked. 

“I promised I’d cook for them as 
long as they promised to give me their 
all,” Fields said. 

Fields was sacked eight times as 
OSU started 2-4. But in the seventh 
ganerari-DI iconlover Nebraskcy 
the linemen kept the Huskers away 
from Fields and ate well after the 
game. More important, the game trig- 
gered the Cowboys’ late-season run. 

“We were having fun together win- 
ning,” Fields said, “and we just kind of 
focused in on the team.” 4 


as a sophomore, but some misses involved 

holder issues. Phillips made four of five field 

goals in the Houston Bowl and matching his 
career-long of 52 yards. 

Punter Cole Farden averaged a 
respectable 41.6 yards per punt and became 
a special teams standout by kicking more 
than 75 percent of his kickoffs into or out of 
the end zone for touchbacks. 

Daniel McLemore, who ran the fastest 
60-meter dash at the Big 12 indoor track 
and field championships, is expected to 
compete with Robert Jones and Darrent 
Williams for kickoff retum duties. Each 
retumed a kickoff for a touchdown in the 
Cowboys’ final spring scrimmage. 

Gabe Lindsey should finally be healthy 
enough to return punts. Last season, after 
missing almost two years because of a rup- 
tured disc, he worked his way into shape 
late in the year and finished as the primary 
punt retumer, averaging 19 yards a retum. 

-- John E. Hoover 
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eing the quarterback at the Uni- 
B versity of Texas requires certain 
unique talents. 

You need to be able to read. Cover- 
ages, not newspapers. 

You need to be able to escape. Pass 
rushers, not scrutiny. 

You need to be able to laugh. At just 


Resolved to 


about everything. 

“There are great things that go with 
‘Being the quarterback at Texas,"” Longhom 
offensive coordinator Greg Davis said. “And 
there are great expectations that go with it.” 

“We call it ‘The Stuff,"” said Texas 
coach Mack Brown. “They have to handle 
‘The Stuff.” 

Junior quarterback Chance Mock is 
learning. As the heir apparent to Chris 
Simms, Mock finds himself trying to follow 
in the wake of perhaps the most polarizing 
quarterback in school history. 

“Chris explained it to me,” Mock said. 
“Two percent of the fans hate us all the time. 
Two percent love us all the time. Ninety-six 
percent are the students, the ex-students, 
who support us no matter what.” 

Mock was out with Simms one 
evening last fall, and passed some fans as 
they were leaving the restaurant. Some- 
one said something disparaging about 
Simms. Mock heard him. 

“| wanted to jump on top of them,” 
Mock said. “Just whip ‘em.” 

Simms calmed down his younger 
teammate, telling him that such comments 
simply come with the job. 

“He let it roll off of him,” Mock said. 

“He kind of reminds me of an iceman. Noth- 
ing bothers him. That’s my job this year.” 

Mock heads into the preseason as the 
starting quarterback of a team that’s sur- 
rounded by skill position talent that could 
be the best in school history. They can go 


WITH ROY WILLIAMS, TEXAS HAS THE BIG12’S 
MOST EXPERIENCED RECEIVING UNIT. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


TEXAS 


LONGHORNS 


five wideouts or three tight ends with 
equal effectiveness if they choose. They 
can go one-back or two, in power forma- 
tions or spreads. 

Mock’s job is to guide that offense, 
make as few mistakes as possible and 
provide the heroics only when 
absolutely necessary. 


Finally Finish What They Start 


“My job,” Mock said, “is to get us 
from point A to point B.” 

Ask any Longhom fan — the two per- 
cent, the other two percent or the 96 per- 
cent — and it’s clear where Point B is: 
New Orleans. The Sugar Bowl. January 4. 

Getting to Point B will be the difficult 
part. 

There’s no doubt Texas is talented 
enough. 

With the retum of Roy Williams, the 
Longhoms clearly have the most experi- 
enced and accomplished receiving unit in 
the conference, if not the nation. With Selvin 
Young pushing a healthy Cedric Benson at 
tailback, they're ready to keep a fresh runner 
in the game at all times. They believe they 
have depth, if not potential standouts, 


LONGHORNS 


2002: 11-2 overall; 6-2 Big 12 (T-Ist South) 
COACH: Mack Brown — At Texas: 49-15, 
5 years; Overall: 135-89-1, 19 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 8 offense, 
8 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Roy Williams, 
WR BJ. Johnson, RB Cedric Benson, 
OT Jonathan Scott, DT Marcus Tubbs, 
DT Rod Wright, DE Kalen Thornton, 
LB Derrick Johnson, QB Chance Mock, 

CB Nathan Vasher, FS Dakarai Pearson 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Longhoms 
might be as talented and deep at offen- 
sive skill positions as ever in school history, 

able this season to run a variety of 
schemes. Defensive front boasts super set 
of tackles in Marcus Tubbs and Rod 
Wright. Linebacking unit is the most tat 


at tight end and fullback. That leaves the 
offensive line as the biggest question. 
Defensively, the Homs may have their 
best line since the days of Aaron Humphrey, 
Shaun Rogers, Casey Hampton and Cedric 
Woodard. The linebackers, though young, 
are as talented as they've been. Their biggest 
challenge will be to get a respectable pass 


Tush out of the front four and tackle better, 
particularly late in games. 

The schedule is both a blessing and 
a curse. The Longhoms play North Division 
favorite Kansas State at home, but the game 
will be played the week before Texas plays 
Oklahoma in Dallas. Rebuilding Nebraska 
visits Austin, but the Longhoms must make 
late-season trips to South Division comers. 
Oklahoma State and Texas A&M, which had 
a strong recruiting year. 

After two consecutive seasons of being 
in position to make a run at the national title 
only to lose to teams they were favored to 
beat — Colorado in ‘01, Texas Tech in ‘02 — 
the Homs have adopted a new slogan that’s 


ented in Mack Brown's tenure. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Even with 
their offensive talent, the Longhorns are 
dependent on a healthy Roy Williams, 
whose return from a hamstring pull last 
season revitalized the offense. Finding a 
pass-rushing end to complement senior 
Kalen Thornton is key to overall defensive 
play. 

OVERVIEW: Texas gets most of its Big 12 
heavy lifting out of the way early, open- 
ing league play at home against Kansas 
State and versus Oklahoma in Dallas. 
Those games will be telling. If the new 
QBs prove to be capable caretakers, the 
running game works in clutch situations 
and the defense doesn't give up the big 
play, this could finally be UT's year. 
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ONGHORNSREGRUITING 


Nawe / Posmon Sue Honerown Hic Scoot / Couece 

BROWN, Torel DB 60, 180 Mesquite Norh Mesquite 

Porode AlrAmercon # USA Todoy AltAmericon ¢ All Ste runing bock # Aso senior, hod 1,885 yerds 
rushing and 28 touchdowns on 182 cotes # Hod 10 receptions for 281 yards ond two louchdowns @ Scared 
five touchdowns per game in two games @ Had 50 tackles ond three intercepsons @ Hod 1,26 yards rushing 
‘ond 14 fouchdowns as junior. 


‘CROWDER, Tim DE 64,235 yer soho Tyler 
Second team All Sloe # Hod 127 socks, including 22 toes fo loss, ond 1 quarterbock socks infin! wo 
seatons # Tree yer letermen in obo ond bosebal # Played phe ond fis! bose Fer boxe eam 


DERRY, Scott LB 63,230 Pearland 

AlStote @ Tre yea starter # Hed 182 aces, ining 37 tackles foros, pepe gh hun 
bles coused and four kmbles recovered os «senior @ Mode 24 tcl in one game # Secorelteom Academic 
AS 


FOREMAN, Eric ATH 64,215 Corgan Conigon-Comden 
Al State dfesive back and second eam Alle quarterbock # Fouryeor starter ¢ led tem to Texas Div 
sin | championship # As svi; had 858 yards passing ond eight touchdowns # Hod 1,266 yards rushing 
cand 24 jouchdowns # Hod 39 toces, hee inecspions ond two Fumbles coused # Dishict Basketball Mest 
Valuoble Payer os june # Fouryealeterman in baskaba 


FOSTER, Brondon DB 59,170 Aslngjon lowe 
AlLDisid @ Hod 42 tcl, induding two tocles fr less, fou nterepons ond two fumbles coused os 0 
senior # Hed 140 yards rushing ond caught one 25rd touchdown pos # AS junior, had 12 pases bro- 
en up, tho interceptions nd two fables recovered 


GATEWOOD, Tyrell WR 62,190 Tyler ‘Chopel Hill 

AlbDishid @ Three year sorter f wide receiver, quarterbock ond defensive bok # Team coptain AS a senior, 
hod 657 yards rushing nd eight euchdowns on 2 castes # Hod 16 recepions fr 376 yards @ Hod 46 tock- 
les, hee inlercepions ond Iwo posses broken up # Hod 640 yords hing ond fire touchdowns on 82 cores 
(80 ji # Hod the intercoptors 


GRIFFIN, Dolls OL 64,275 Katy Taylor 
Thir-Yeam All-State © AllGreater Houston # Three-year storie of cenler # Hod 38 pancake blocks ond 
cllowed only ene quarterback sck a a senior @ Texos discus champion in 2002 


GRIFFIN, Michael DB 60,180 Austin: 

Creeks ta aS 6 its Obie dite Hanes rob Licked Alar 
bck # Hod 2,127 yards rushing ond 25 louchdowns ond cveroged 234 yrds per reception in fal Wo sen 
‘ens @ As a senior, hod 1,18) rushing yards and 1] touchdowns 4 Hod six receptions for 112 yards and one 
touchdovm @ Hod 46 tackles nd one fumble coused # Thre-yeor etemean in kock # Two-yeorleterren in 
bose 


| Porede AltAmercon # Twotine AllGreter Howson @ Averoged 17.9 yard per each on 28 receplons in 


| fumble coused ¢ Hod 67 toes, Wo fumbles caused and one nkerospion aso junior # Three-year lemon, 


OKATMHEMONGHORN 


Nawe / PosTion Suz HomeTown Hics ScHoot / Course 

HARDEMAN, Erk RB 61,20 Agonile Plugensle 

Second!teom Alte @ Thee year tar # Hod 2790 yor rushing and 34 euchdowns in finl Iwo seasons 
‘Hod | £32 yords eshing and 23 louchdowns oso senior Handed team Kickoff utes infin! thre gomes | 


of he season @ Four year menber of rock team # Two-yealetemon in baskebel 
| 


HILLS, Tony TE 6-6, 260 Houston Alief Elsik: 
fal Wo seosons # Asa serir, had 15 recepions fr 275 yords @ Had 13 reepions for 227 yer and one 


touchdown oo jurior. 


HOGAN, Steven TE 65,240 Segor Land Stroke Jesuit 

Three-year starter ot fulleack nd defensive end # Hod 60) corer rushing yards ond six touchdowns # Hod 12 
coreer receptions or 206 yards ond one ouchdown # Hod 105 career tocles, including 14 tackles for loss, 12 
socks, sc mbes recovered and four fumbles coused ¢ Four yea letemman n fookbal, basketball ond rock 


JACKSON, Erick DB 62,175 Cedor Hil Duncanville 
Second:teom AllArea @ AS a serio, had 58 tockes, four interceptions, nduding one retuned for TD, and one 


IEBREW, Robert 1B 62,210 Spring Kein 
‘Al'Siole @ Two-time Disrit MVP @ Three-year starter # Hod 2 lacles in final wo seasons @ Hod 14a tock 
les, induding 18 tocles for los, nine socks, re fumbles coused ond three blocked kicks os senior, 


MARSHALL Thomas L 66,310 Das Bishop Dunne 
Twotime Al Ske on offense and defense @ Thee yor sorter o oflensve and defensive lode @ Teom coptin 
4 As serior, had 107 laces, five socks ond 11 pases broken up # Two-year starter for baskebll lcm, 


PITTMAN, Bly WR 60,180 Comeron Yoo 
Thveerime Al-Dishct @ Twortime Dire Most Vdluable Player # Four-year starter ot quarterback @ Had 7,090 
career yords ond 66 touchdowns @ Competed 117 of 241 passes for 1,616 yords and 12 touchdowns os 0 
senior Hod 1,387 yord rushing ond 15 scores @ Hod 386 retum yards # Point guard fr baseball eam, 


RICHARDSON, Steve DB 5-10, 180 Garland Gotland 

Second-team All-State @ Two-time AlLDistric at running back and defensive back ¢ Disrict Defensive Player of 
the Yeor # Thee yer sare @ A eric, had BS lcs, four inerepios, ncudng wo reed fr uh 
downs, two fumbles coused ond two fumbles recovered @ Hod 566 yards rushing and six touchdowns, 


SWEED, limas, WR 65,205 Woshington Brenhom 
Second team Al'Ste @ AlLDiicl on offerte ond defnse # Hod 72 carer receptions fr 1,684 yards, cver 
ging 23.4 yards per recepion Three-year leterman in fotball #Al-Disa in boskebalo juno. 


THORNTON, Kyle | 64,320 Dallas Sk Mark's 
All Shte defensive lnamon @ Three-year starter # Team captain # As a junior, had 72 yards rushing ond one 
TD ¢ Hed two recep er 64 yrds and wo touchdowns @ Stale champion in dscus ond sho put 


Tackles for Loss: Redding 24, Johnson 13, Wright 13. 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 
(11-2, 6-2) PASSING ‘Aug. 30. NEW MEXICO STATE 
7 NORTH TEXAS 0 Come Yaros Pct TD Int 
5 oan aah 396 3207 593 26 12 Sept. 13 ARKANSAS 
S at North Carolina 21 8 44 625.00 «0 5, = 
41 HOUSTON i RUSHING seh 0" shies 
AS. atTulone 0 Yas Ave is 1D Sept. 27. TULANE 
17 OKLAHOMA STATE 15 ao ee 2) Oct. 4) KANSAS STATE 
ZHEORAHIOMA oe wee ha ae aso] | Ock 11 Oklahoma @ Dallas, TX 
17 atKansas State 14 ING 
Oct.18 at lowa State 
27 at Nebraska 24 Wilims 641421787512) | Oct. 25 at Baylor 
Johnson 40 603 15.1 Be 5 
41 BAYLOR a : 2) | Nov.1 NEBRASKA 
38 at Texas Tech 42 ui 2 Nov. 8 at Oklahoma State 
COTTON BOWL Tockles: Boyd 123, Johnson 120, Redding 76. Nov. 15 TEXAS TECH 
Interceptions: Pearson 6, Vasher 4, Johnson 4 aie ee 
a5" Su 20 Socks Reding 8.5, Jackson 5, Wight 45, Pickin 25 Nov. 28 at Texas A&M (Fri.) 
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as direct as they hope to be: 

Finish 

“Finish is a simple word, but when 
you think about it, it’s not,” said guard 
Tillman Holloway. “We've been so close. 
It's come down to a handful of plays 
where our destiny would have changed if 
they'd come out differently.” 


OFFENSE 

Nowhere is that “handful of plays” 
philosophy stressed more than in the 
offensive line, which followed Chris 
Simms as the second-most scrutinized — 
and criticized — position on the team. 

“The emphasis has always been on what 
people think is not working,” guard Tillman 
Holloway said. “If we give the quarterback 
time, the runners holes, the emphasis will be 
‘on something else.” 

Mack Brown's dissatisfaction with the 
running game created a domino effect of 
staff changes. Brown fired line coach Tim 
Nunez and replaced him with Mac 
McWhorter, who came to Texas last year as 
the offensive tackles/tight ends coach. The 
enthusiastic McWhorter took charge of the 
entire offensive line, and former running 
backs coach Bruce Chambers took over the 
tight ends. Brown hired Michael Haywood 
from LSU to coach the running backs. 

“We don’t just want to be a running 
team,” Brown said. 

“But when we want to run it, we want 
to run it well. In the LSU game (the Cot- 
ton Bowl), we needed to run late to burn 
the clock. And we couldn't do it on either 
of the last two possessions.” 

Said offensive coordinator Greg Davis: 
“We have to be more efficient running the 
ball. We have, for the last two years, been 
real good at short yardage and goal line. 
But we haven't been as good at the end 
of the game, when everybody knows you 
have to run the ball.” 

That's why McWhorter brought out 
the blocking sleds and the cages. 

“The emphasis is more on drive block- 
ing and keeping low,” Holloway said. 

The Longhorns lost two starters off the 
offensive line and this year’s line could 
include only one player (Holloway) start- 
ing at the same position where he started 
last year (left guard). With the departure 
of the left-handed Simms, sophomore 
Jonathan Scott, bothered much of last sea- 
son by hamstring and ankle injuries, 
moves from right to left tackle, where 
he'll protect the right-handed quarter- 
backs’ blind sides. 

Mike Garcia moves in at right guard and 
Justin Blalock has a slight edge on Will Win- 


MIDDLE LINEBACKER DERRICK JOHNSON IS 
ON THE NAGURSKI AWARD WATCH LIST. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


ston at right tackle, though Blalock’s ability 
to also play guard may make him a swing 
lineman. At center, Will Allen brings the 
power incumbent starter Jason Glynn lacks, 
but he doesn’t possess Glynn’s command of 
the offense and the line calls. The center 
competition will be a battle to watch in the 
preseason and early in the regular season. 

Texas could be very deep at tight end — 
or thin and inexperienced. David Thomas, 
who'll be counted on more as a receiver than 
a blocker, was the only healthy tight end in 
the spring. That necessitated the move of 
Neale Tweedie, who was projected as 
a tackle but showed enough promise at tight 
end to come out of the spring behind 
Thomas on the depth chart. 

“David is the perfect move guy, the 
perfect H-back,’ Greg Davis said. “We've 
tried to do it the last two years, with Bo 
(Scaife) and Brock (Edwards), then they 
would get hurt.” 

Two experienced tight ends could also 
contribute significantly — if they stay healthy. 
Scaife, who's had both knees rebuilt since 
coming to Texas, is expected to be cleared in 
time for preseason practice. However, it 
remains to be seen if he can still stretch 
defenses with his speed and ability to run 


after the catch. Edwards, who's been slowed 
by leg injuries most of his career, also 
retums. 

With the return of Roy Williams and 
fellow seniors Sloan Thomas and B.]. John- 
son, the biggest question at receiver is 
how Davis will get experience for Brian 
Carter and Robert Timmons, who along 
with Tony Jeffery will have to pick up next 
year where that trio left off. 

Cedric Benson battled rib and toe 
injuries last year and still ran for 1,293 yards, 
but he was healthy in the spring and his play 
drew raves. He'll have to be at top speed to 
hold off the challenge of sophomore Selvin 
Young, who has better breakaway speed. 

Texas expected to use the fullback 
more in the spring, but Ivan Williams tore 
a tendon in his knee in a pickup basketball 
game before spring drills. It's uncertain if 
Williams will be ready in the fall, but con- 
verted linebacker/defensive end Eric Hall, 
junior Will Matthews and redshirt fresh- 
man Albert Hardy, who's built similar to 
former Texas great Ricky Williams, are 
expected to handle the job. 

Brown has gone out of his way to avoid 
a quarterback controversy, referring to 
Chance Mock as the starter at every opportu- 
nity. Still, he plans to provide some early 
playing time for highly recruited Vince 
Young, whose ability has drawn comparisons 
to Michael Vick. 

“I wish I'd played Chance more last 
year,” Brown said. “One of the reasons 
why is | felt he was ready to play. Still, 
| wish I'd forced it more.” 

Brown vows to not have the same 
regret this year, while Mock doesn’t want 
to open the door to any potential quarter- 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
WR Roy Williams 


Emerging Star 
LB Garnet Smith 
Top Newcomer 
OL Justin Blalock 


back controversies. 

For now, Mock hopes to pick up some 
of Simms’ thick skin. He’s already bor- 
rowed some of his material. 

“Last year Chris said that the No. 5 jer- 
sey would be the most popular at stores,” 
said Mock, who wore than number as 
Simms’ backup and wears it still. “Now it’s 
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LONGHORNS SPRING ROSTER 
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2003 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
| QB Chance Mock, Jr./Vince Young, Fr | | DE Kalen Thorton, Sr./Austin Sendlein, J.” 
| FB han Williams, Sr.“/Will Mathews, J | | DT Marcus Tubbs, Sr.*/Larry Dibbles, So. 
TB Cedric Benson, Jr.*/Selvin Young, So. |_| DT Rodrique Wright, am Do ; 
WR Roy Wiliams, Sr."/Sloan Thomas, Sr. —— DE Bryon Pickryl, So./Mike Williams, So. 
WR BJ. Johnson, Sr.*/Tony Jeffery, Jr IB Reed Boyd, Sr.*/Brian Robinson, Fr. 
TE 1B___Gamet Smith, So./Aoron Harris, So. 
uw 7 = aa 
RG Mike Garcia, So./Trey Bates, Jr | 
RT__Justin Blalock, Fr./William Winston, So. E 
“K Dusty Mangum, Jr.*/David Pino, Jr 


NOTEBOOK 


hance Mock has been concen- 

trating on working his chest, 

‘back and shoulder muscles in 
the off-season “so I can take a hit.” 

Mock liked running over defenders in 
high school and showed some signs of 
that in limited action last year. 

“That's all fine and good, if you get 
hit every three weeks, to lower your 
shoulder and run over people,” offensive 
coordinator Greg Davis said. “It’s differ- 
ent being the starting quarterback. You 
first have to think, ‘Do I have the first 
(down)?” His natural tendency is to bow 
up and run over people. Doing that a 
couple of times a game, as well as the 
other hits you take, has a cumulative 
effect.” 

Says Mock, “It’s like having a pet 
tiger. You can train and train him but in 
the heat of battle, he's still a wild animal. 
I'd like to say I won't (try to run over 
defenders), but you never know.” 

* Running back Cedric Benson's 
baseball agent has been floating the pos- 
sibility of his client turning to pro baseball 
on a full-time basis. Benson signed with 
the Los Angeles Dodgers out of high 
school, and plays summers in their farm 
system. Coach Mack Brown said he has 
no reason to think Benson would aban- 
don football, and others around the 
school say privately that the statement is 
a ploy to get more negotiating leverage 
with the Dodgers. 

* The Longhorns took steps to 
upgrade their kicking game in the offsea- 
son. Greg Johnson, a combination 
kicker-punter who was a freshman All- 
American at Vanderbilt last fall, is trans- 
ferring to Texas. Johnson will sit out the 
2003 season because of NCAA transfer 
rules but will have three years of eligibility 
remaining. He averaged 43.8 yards a 
punt and made 8 of 13 field goals at 
Vandy. 

* Texas’ offensive staff visited the 
San Diego Chargers in the offseason to 
talk with the Chargers’ staff about how 
they utilize play-action with running back 
LaDainian Tomlinson. 

Sophomore backup safety Kendal 
Briles decided in early May to transfer to 
Houston, where his father, Art Briles, 
is in his first season as head coach. 

— Mark Wangrin 
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Cornering the Market on House Calls 


Vasher picks off a pass. It’s a play that 
deserves its very own nickname. 

“House call,” Vasher said. 

“1 feel like every time | get an inter- 
ception | can take it to the Recs. or at 
least give it to the offense,” said Vasher, 
a 5-foot-11, 180-pound senior corner- 
back from Texarkana, Texas. “It’s the 
most exciting play.” 

Two years ago, Vasher tied 
a school-record with seven interceptions 
as the starting free safety. Last year, he 
moved to cornerback to replace Quentin 
Jammer, a 2002 first-round pick of the 
San Diego Chargers, and his intercep- 
tion total fell to four. 

“I enjoy getting picks,” said Vasher, 
who is six interceptions short of tying 
Noble Doss’ 62-year-old school career 
record, “But | could have finished more.” 

For all of Vasher’s interceptions, and 
his proven ability to be elusive in the 
open field with two career punt returns 
for touchdowns, he has yet to make 
a “house call” with an interception. 

Last year the Longhorns played 
mostly press coverage, locking Vasher 
in tight man-to-man coverage. He 
bets up 15 passes, but the style of 


| t isn’t just an interception when Nathan 


probably the No. 10 jersey (Vince Young's). 
That's the cycle at Texas.” 


DEFENSE 

The Longhoms must be stronger against 
the run this season after finishing 47th in the 
nation in 2002, their lowest ranking ever 
under Brown. 

“There are more great tailbacks than 
quarterbacks,” coach Mack Brown said. “IF 
you can force a team to be one-dimensional, 
you're in good shape.” 

Up front, the Longhoms are as strong at 
three positions as they've been since at least 
1991. Tackles Rod Wright and Marcus Tubbs 
both are serious All-Big 12 candidates and 
end Kalen Thomton, if he’s recovered from 
knee problems, is Texas’ best end under 
Brown. 

The question is at the other end, where 
converted linebacker Mike Williams’ speed 
off the edge is tantalizing, but his inexperi- 
ence and offseason knee surgery remain a 
concem. Bryan Pickryl, who missed the 
spring with shoulder surgery, could win the 


coverage kept him from doing what 
he did best as a safety — read the 
quarterback and break on the ball. 

During the spring Vasher worked 
on playing softer man-to-man cover- 
age, reading three- and five-step drops 
and making plays on the ball. 

“It broadens my game,” Vasher said. 
“We're trying fo change it up. Once 
you're doing the same thing all the time 
quarterbacks can pick you apart.” 

“He's a great bump-and-run cor- 
ner,” secondary coach Duane Akina 
said. “He’s got closing speed and he 
reads the ball well. I'm trying to get 
him more well-rounded.” 

This time around Vasher steps into 
the job as the Longhorns’ top corner, 
ease Rod Babers, a fourth-round 
draft Be of the New York Giants. With 
a strong season, Vasher could become 
the kind of lockdown corner who com- 
pares with Jammer and two other play- 
ers Akina coached at Arizona, Darryll 
Lewis and Chris McAlister. 

“The common thread in all of those 
Guys enaaeerekivenese AL 
said. “That's what makes them so 
good. Nathan has that. He can be as 
good as I’ve coached.” 2 
job if he’s able to get stronger. Austin 
Sendlein and Chase Pittman are better run- 


66 INISH IS 
) A SIMPLE 
WORD, BUT 
WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT IT, 


IT'S NOT,” SAID GUARD 
TILLMAN HOLLOWAY. 


“WE'VE BEEN SO CLOSE.” 


stoppers than pass rushers and will likely be 
the backups. 

At linebacker, starting middle linebacker 
Reed Boyd was moved to strongside, with 
Gamet Smith in the middle. Derrick Johnson, 
member of the Nagurski Award watch list, 
is back on the weakside. 


NATHAN VASHER IS TRYING HARD. 
TO BE THE BEST. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLAMSON 


Injuries kept the Longhoms from devel- 
oping a set secondary rotation in the spring. 
Michael Huff missed most of the spring with 
an ankle injury, allowing Cedric Griffin and 
Edorian McCullough to get snaps at the cor- 
nerback spot opposite Nathan Vasher. Huff is 
expected to be the starter at strong safety. 

Dakarai Pearson, who had a team-high 
six interceptions last season, returns at free 
safety and secondary coach Duane Akina 
expects him to produce a breakout season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

In the search for a new punter, walk-on 
Taylor Landin holds the edge on Justin Smith 
on the basis of consistency. 

Kicker Dusty Mangum will be chal- 
lenged by David Pino, who redshirted last 
season. 

With comerback Nathan Vasher retum- 
ing punts and tailback Selvin Young retuming 
kickoffs, the Longhoms can strike with dan- 
.gerous speed and open-field elusiveness in 
the retum game. 

—Mark Wangrin 
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T= A&M's 2003 spring game had 

T= some 15 to 20 minutes ear- 

lier. Outside the north end zone of 
Kyle Field, a long line of maroon-clad fans 
waiting to gain entrance snaked across 
the plaza like an army of ants on their way 
toa picnic. 

The logjam of fans occurred because 


TEXAS A&M 


Tech, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Missouri 
‘on the road. A&M went 1-4 at home last 
year against those teams. 

+ Franchione inherits a lineup with 
several major voids following the depar- 
ture of six players who were selected in 
the 2003 NFL Draft. That matched Col- 
orado as the Big 12 program with the 


At TCU, it took Fran three years to turn 
a I-10 team into a 10-1 power in 2000. 
Franchione, 51, is obviously no 
stranger to long odds. He's also quick to 
remind A&M fans that his first year may 
not be a fifth-to-first Cinderella story. 
Before eventually posting double-digit 
win totals, Fran was 7-5 in his first seasons 


Fran Focused on Tackling New Challenges 


of too few ticket-takers and too many 
Fran-atics. And for a program coming off 
46-6 season — one that drew fewer than 
5,000 fans to its spring game the year 
before — the overflow crowd was a nice 
problem to have. 

A&M officials planned for a bigger 
spring game turnout in the Dennis Fran- 
chione’s football debut as the new head 
coach, But no one — not administrators, 
staff nor fans — could have possibly antic- 
ipated that 41,072 would surge into Kyle 
Field for a glorified practice. 

Well, almost no one. Franchione, 
who challenged A&M fans to produce 
40,000 at the spring game, says he 
wasn't a bit surprised. 

“| haven't been here long, but I've 
watched this place from afar,” Franchione 
said. “I felt like if you present a challenge to 
the Aggies, the Aggies will meet it. I'm not 
surprised about it. It's been my observation 
that Aggies love meeting challenges.” 

Franchione, the 26th coach in Texas 
A&M history, hopes his first Aggie football 
team embraces challenges in the same 
manner. For all the excitement and warm, 
fuzzy feelings Fran has created since his 
arrival, the new coach is the first to 
acknowledge that this team faces a long 
list of “challenges.” 

For example: 

+ A&M is coming off a 6-6 season, the 
second time since 1983 the Aggies failed 
to produce a winning record. 

+ The Aggies face Misia Tech, Texas 


‘THE AGGIES HAVE AN EXPLOSIVE RECEIVING 
UNIT LED BY JAMARR TAYLOR. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILAMSON 


most players drafted. 

* The new coach must instill a killer 
instinct, A&M lost five games last season 
that were decided in the fourth quarter 
or overtime. 

+ And Franchione must turn things 
around in one of the nation’s toughest 
conferences. Since winning the 1998 Big 
12 title, the Aggies are 3-13 against Okla- 
homa, Texas, Nebraska, Colorado and 
Texas Tech. Last season, the Aggies 
dropped to fifth in the Big 12 South for 
the first time since the Big 12 debuted. 

Franchione also seems to love these 
kinds of challenges. He inherited an 
Alabama team that went 3-8 in 2000, and 
by 2002 his Tide went 10-3. The Crimson 
Tide, 6-2 in the SEC West, would have 
played in the SEC title game if not for 
NCAA sanctions. 

At New Mexico, Franchione took 
a moribund 3-8 team in 1992 and within 
five years led the Lobos to a 9-4 record. 


2002: 6-6 overall; 3-5 Big 12 (5th South) 

COACH: Dennis Franchione — At Texas 
A&M: Ist year; Overall: 155-73-2, 20 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 7 offense, 
5 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: We Jamaar 


Taylor, WR Terrence Murphy, OB Reggie 
McNeal, OB Dustin Long, FS Jaxson 
Appel, CB Byron Jones, DE Linnis Smith, 
P Cody Scates 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With the addi- 
tion of Jason Carter and Courtney Lewis, 
the ieee! have an operes group of skill 


at TCU and Alabama. 

“When a car breaks down, you don't 
just change the driver,” Franchione said. 
“You have to change the parts, too, to fix 
things. We've changed the driver, Now 
we have to change some things to get it 
where we want it to go. 

“I do notice the last three years we 
have gone 7-5, 8-4, 6-6. Fans some- 
times fail to remember that, so I give 
them some ‘Fran reminders.’ But (A&M) 
was very competitive in games last 
year, so hopefully, we can make a dif- 
ference and get over the hump in some 
of those games.” 

Franchione will likely have his team 
conditioned to get over the hump in the 
fourth quarter. His offseason conditioning 
programs and spring practices were 
noticeably more intense than what the 
Aggies experienced under R.C. Slocum. 


position players, headlined by one of the 
best receiving units in school history. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense, 
while athletic, is largely inexperienced and | 
lacks depth. The offensive line must pro- 
vide better run blocking. 
OVERVIEW: With Franchione’s new 
energy and style, the Aggies should be 
back in the bowl picture in 2003. But 
even if A&M improves, the road schedule 
is daunting enough that it will be tough 
for the Aggies to move toward the top of | 
the Big 12 South. \ 
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Nawe / Position. Suze 


‘ADAMS, Jorrie OL 67,270 Jasper JJosper 
Parede Al American # USA Teday All-American # Roted No. | offensive locke notional ond No, 2 player in 
Texas by Rivals com # Gtorode Texas Player of he Year # Fert Wert Stor Telegram National Top 100 # Did 
not alow o quarterback sock in inl Io seasons 


ALECANDER Chris FB 511,230 Humble tbe 
Rivlscom rrked No, 6 bllaock notary and No. 63 poe in Texas # Reed No 5 on Aisin American 
‘Shoesman Fob.55 @ Asa Senir, bad 1,417 yards hing ond 26 TDs @ Hod sx receptions for 7 yards 


BROWN, Derrick RB. 511,195 ring, Klein Ook 
Rofed No, 24 runing beck naorally ond No. 44 player in Texas by Rival com @ Fort Werth Stor Telegram 
Texas Top 100 Ronked No. 42 en Ausin American Sctean Fab 55 @ Had 1,723 yards rushing ond 17 
touchdowns on 120 cates o a serir # Aso junior, hod 1,850 yards hing and 24 edchdowns 


BROWN, Jophus DB 44,175 Echo Echo 
Honorable mention All'State @ All-Disticl @ District Most Volugble Player @ As 6 senior, retuned nine punts for 
152yords @ Al Dstt in boskebal. 


BRYANT, Joseph DL 65,300 Jasper Jasper 

Rrocom forked No 40 ders le oc and Na 84 len ears @ Fle No 4 on Asin 
Anton Seman Fe 35 Far Werk oregano 0 n Toes @ AS @ 00 Di Deer 
$ive Payer of he Year # As a junior, hod 94 tales and 10 quarterback sacks # Scored 50 pons in one 
«game fo beskebal eam oso jtir. 


BULLITT, Melvin DB 60,176. Garland Nooman Forest 
Role No 60 corerback aay by Rl am AB! # Hod 78 le, 43 sb, 
inleroeptons, one hmble coused ond res fumbles recovered as 0 sanor @ As. junior, hod 59 toc. 


CLARK, Corey OL 66,305 Spring Bronch Seid Vey 
Rivolscom ronked No.8 offensive cenler nationally and No. 61 player in Texas @ Fort Wor Stor Telegram 
Top 100 in Texos # Texos Footbal Supe Teom # Al Stole # Allin 


Hometown HicH Scoot / Course 


oho 2 oan voto end No tS te by Rvckcan 9 Stor Telegram 
sie . 6 player in Tena by Rvolscom # 

Top 100 in Texas # All-District # As a senior, hod 1 Tarik ted beseech 
HARRINGTON, Chris DL. 6-4, 252 ‘Houston St, Pius 


Rivakcom ronked No, 17 weaksde defensive end noonally and No. 69 ployer in Texes @ PepStor AllMid- | 
lands Region # Rated No. 50 on Austin American Statesman Fab 55 @ Fort Worth Star-Telegram Top 100 in 
Texas All Stl @ Pivle School Player of he Your # Hed 50 sol ockles and seven sacks os snr. 


HODGE, Stephen D8 64,190 Richardson loke Highlands 

Roted No, 17 comerbock nationally ond No, 34 in Texas by Rivals.com # Ranked No. 20 on Austin 
‘Anerican Statesman Fab 55 # Fort Worh Stor flegrom Top 100 in Texos @ Al-Siole # AllDishic wide 
‘ecoWver and defensive back # Dist Most Valuable Player # As a senior, had seven inlercopions, Hee kicks 
rrelumed for touchdowns, and blocked « game-winning field goal akempt.. | 


JACK, Jason DL 63,280 ‘Humble Humble 

USA fod secondteom Al-Anon @ lca eked No.7 serge dese ed cay ond No. 

13 player in Texos # Rated No. 14 on Austin American Statesman Fab 55 # For! Worl Star-Telegram Top | 
in Texas # Hod 64 tokles, 12 socks, 17 quarterback pressures and one blocked put oso senor. 


JEFFERSON) Charlie DB 6-2, 190 Denton ee 
‘ADs # AlrAtea # Helped leon lo stole championship # As o senior had 30 foes, incuding sven 
tackles for loss, and nine interceptions. 


| 
| 


Nan / Postion Sue 


KELY, John RB 59,180 vhond 

Rated No. 58 comeback nafionaly and No. 92 player in Texas by Rival com @ Fort Wort Stor Telegram Top 
100 in Texas ¢ Dist Player ofthe Year Hod I, 354 yards rushing and 19 TDs os a senor # Completed 8D 
F137 passes for 1,131 yards and seven TDs # As june, had 898 yrds rushing cnd 11 feuchdows, 


MAYES, Erik DB $10,175 ‘Humble ‘Humble 

Rival com ranked No, 45 solely nationally @ Aso senior, rétumed ive pont for ouchdowns # Had 77 tackles 
‘and ‘wo inlerceplions os «i junior @ Relumed two kickolfs for touchdowns and had eight receptions for 206 
yards end one toucdown, 


‘MITCHELL, Lamar 1B 6-1, 235 Dayton Dayton 

Rated No? inside nebockernalondly ond No, 17 player in Texas by Rival com 4 Ranked No, 23 on Austin 
‘American Statesman Fab 55.4 Fort Worth Star-Telegram National Top 100 4 District Most Valuable Ployer # 
Hed 1,306 yords ishing and 24 ouchdowns on 138 cris aso senor # Had 10 reephons fer 133 yrds 


MONTGOMERY, Mike DL 66,275 Tenoha Novorro Junior College 
Junior college All: Conference # As a sophomore, had 56 fockles ond five quarterback sacks # Hod 75 tackles 
fad eon poorer buc eck a restr & Pop A Sle 6 Apion e112 ees pes sche 


NEWTON, Broderick DB 60, 175 Fort Worth Aledo. 

Rival com rorked No. 54 comerbock nationally # Ft Wor Stor Telegram Top 100 in Texas # Teeime 
AlLDsric # Disc Mes Valuable Player # Hed 1,794 yords hing and 24 touchdowns os a senor # Hod 
774 yrs posting ond 10 ocetowns © Hod see recon or 158 yards and ee tvs. 


PETMAN, Tate DL 6-6, 278 Odessa Permion 
Rated No’ 30 defensive lake nana ond No, 49 ployer n Texas by Ricks con # Rene No, 54 on Aus 
‘AnericonStoksman ob 55 Fort Worth Sto Telegram fop 100 in Texas # AD @ wet om colin 


TAYLOR Eorvin WR 63,190 Mision Mission 
Rival com ranked No, 36 wide receiver naonaly and No. 53 player in Texas @ Rated No. 31 on Austin 
American Sttsen Fb 55 + For Wor Stor Telegram Top 100i Texas # Allie @ Hod 81 recopon for 
1,489 yards ond 19 touchdowns as a senior # Returned Hee kicks onl Wo puns fer ouehdowns, 


Hict Sctoot / Course 


Nooman Forest 


THOMAS, Joey TE 66,225 usin Weslake 

Reled No, 12 ight end nationally and No, 39 player in Texas by Reals com Rorked No. 30 on Austin Amer- 
fcan Senn Fob 55 Fart Worh Str Teayean Top 00h Texas @ Two A isi As sto, 
fod 44 receptions for 842 yords and sic TDs # Hod 41 recepions for 632 yords and seven TDs 0s junio, 


THOMPSON, To To LB 6-4, 245 Garland Gorlond 

Rival com ranked No, 17 ouside linebacker naonally and No. 41 player in Texas @ Raed No. 37 on Austin 
Amaricon Slesnon Fab $5 # Fort Work St Telegram Top 100 in Texas # Plyed talboc, hlback, outdo 
linebacker, defensive end ond inside linebacker # Had 74 aces and eight quarterback socks os a snir. 


anes ed rch pd No, 42 cnn Tvs by cls eom's fey Work So Tro 
: i 1 For Wer Ser 
Top 100 nTekos ¢Twotine AR Ske Aso seri hod 68 pancake Hock nd 4 aces i 


WARREN, Justin LB 6-3, 220 Tyler lee 

Parade AllAmericon # USA Today secondtieam All-American # Ranked No. 1 ouside linebacker nationally and 
No. 5 player in Texas by Rivals.com # Rated No. 5 on Austin American Statesman Fab 55 @ Fort Worth Star- 
Takgra Yop 100'n Teas @ Tras Defense Payer ol he Yar # Ha! 18 aces ond 3 sok oo sertr. 


YODER, Chris OL 6-3, 280 Houston, Repree 
Rival com rated No.8 center naionaly ond No. 95 ployer in Tex # PrepSlor All Midlands Region @ Ak 
Stale # Thee year starter # Two-yeor rman in rock. 


RESULTS 


WOCKATMTHEAGGI 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


| (67675373) PASSING. Aug. 30 ARKANSAS STATE 
| a Z ‘Amt Come Yaros Per 1D a EE 
31 LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 7 aS | sept. UTAH = 
anus Me ryerermmmmmmmmmmms | Sept. 28 of Virginio Tech (Thur) 
a8) SMCS as | ~Yaros AVG Sept. 27 PITTSBURGH 
1 LOUISIANA TECH 3 eee 2 
i Oct. 4 at Texas Tech | 
47 TEXAS TECH 48 sia eds : 
. Oct.11 BAYLOR 
41 at Baylor 0 E 
= ; RECEIVING Oct.18 at Nebraska 
47 at Kansas 22 Yaros — AvG — —— 
31 NEBRASKA Ea Oct. 25 OKLAHOMA STATE 
23 at Oklahoma State 28-| | etmon Nov. 1 KANSAS 
30 OKLAHOMA 26 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov.8 at Oklchoma 
27 MISSOURI 33 Tackles: Kiel 95, Gamble 82, Appel 73, Morris 69. _ | Nov.15 at Missouri 
: Inereeponst Morris 3.5, Jones 4 2 
20 at Texas 50 Sacks: Pevight 95, Webb 7, lesnin 5.5. Nov. 28 TEXAS (Fri) 
Tackles for Loss: Penright 14.5, Webb 13, Warren 12. | 
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“Everything we've done since he’s 
gotten here has been five times more 
intense than what we were doing,” A&M 
linebacker Randall Webb said. “The inten- 
sity is real high in the weight room and in 
practices. If you don’t have intensity, you 
probably won't make it under Franchione. 
That's one of his main rules: enthusiasm 
and intensity.” 

Franchione has infused Aggieland 
with a new level of enthusiasm and 
upgraded the intensity in A&M's locker 
room. Those changes, along with the 
addition of an impressive recruiting class 
and an overall new energy, should make 
the Aggies better. 

How much better and how quickly 
remains to be seen. 

“There's no doubt in my mind we will 
be better,” A&M senior receiver Jamaar 
Taylor said. “We know we have holes to 
fill, and we know people will look at us 
after last year and maybe even overlook 
us. That's fine. What cost us last year 
many times was a lack of focus. That 
won't be the case again. 

“We're focused on getting this tuned 
around. There's a hunger on this team and 
an excitement among our fans you can’t 
underestimate.” 

That much was evident in the spring 
—on the field and standing in line to get 
into the stadium. 


OFFENSE 

In addition to “enthusiasm and inten- 
sity,” another of Franchione’s main rules is 
to be physical on the field. That's been 
a trademark of Franchione’s best teams, 
and it's been a bit of a question mark for 
the Aggies in recent years. 

A&M has lost its identity as a power 
Tunning team. In fact, the Aggies have 
lost their ability to be a productive run- 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
WR Jamaar Taylor 


Emerging Star 

QB Reggie McNeal 

Top Newcomer 
DL Mike Montgomery 


ning team, failing to average better than 
3.8 yards a carry over the past five sea- 
sons. 

That won't cut it in the Big 12, and 


that’s why some of the spring 
developments were so 
encouraging for A&M fans. 
Derek Farmer, last year’s lead- 
ing rusher with 739 yards, 
retums as the starter. How- 
ever, the hard-running Farmer 
often seeks contact instead of 
avoiding it and his style has 
contributed to numerous 
injuries in his past two sea- 
sons. 

Whether he’s healthy or 
not, Farmer will be pressed by 
redshirt freshman Courtney 
Lewis, who had an outstand- 
ing spring. Lewis is more elu- 
sive than Farmer and appears 
to be a big-play threat. 

And possibly the biggest 
find of the spring was Jason 
Carter, who moved from 
third-team quarterback to “A 
back.” In that role, Carter will 
run the ball and catch passes 
out of the backfield. Carter 
brought his “A” game to the 
spring game, producing 181 
all-purpose yards. 

Up front, the Aggies 
Tetum three starters — senior 
tackle Alan Reuber, junior cen- 
ter Geoff Hangartner and 
junior tackle Jami Hightower 
— but there isn’t much depth 
to build on. 

By just mustering a decent running 
game to keep defenses honest, A&M 
could be an outstanding passing team. 

Last season, Dustin Long matched 
the school record with 19 touchdown 
Passes and finished second among 
A&M's all-time single-season passing 
leaders with 2,509 yards. And Long 
didn’t even begin the season as the 
Aggies’ starting quarterback. 

What's more, Long might not even be 
the leading candidate to emerge as 
A&M's starting quarterback. The ARM 
quarterback with the most potential is 
sophomore Reggie McNeal, who engi- 
neered the Aggies’ upset last season over 
No. 1 Oklahoma. 

The fleet-footed, strong-armed 
McNeal wasn’t consistent as a true fresh- 
man, but he displayed a flair for the dra- 
matic. With a little more seasoning, 
McNeal could be sensational. 

Wide receivers Terrence Murphy, 
Jamaar Taylor, Terrence Thomas, LTydrick 
Riley, Anthony Wright and John Roberson 
form an explosive receiving corps. 


DUSTIN LONG SET AGGIE PASSING RECORDS DESPITE NOT 
BEGINNING THE SEASON AS THE STARTER. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


DEFENSE 

New defensive coordinator Carl Tor- 
bush says he loves the “Wrecking Crew” 
moniker and plans on maintaining it as 
part of A&M's traditions. But with so 
many key departures from last year, 

a more appropriate nickname might be 
“Kiddie Crew.” 

The Aggies lost their best two play- 
ers in the secondary, their two best line- 
backers and the most imposing member 
of the defensive line. Aside from the 
personnel changes, the defense will fea- 
ture a different schematic look. Having 
utilized the 3-4 defense since Jackie 
Sherrill took over in 1982, the Aggies 
will go to the 4-3 under Torbush. 

Senior Linnis Smith, who registered 
60 stops and 10 tackles for loss last year, 
is a potential star at one end. Overall, the 
Aggies can fill a fairly impressive first- 
team front with end David Ross and tack- 
les Marcus Jasmin and Johnny Jolly. 

Depth is a major concern. The Aggies 
will likely need major impact from inexpe- 
rienced reserves and a newcomer such as 
junior college transfer Mike Montgomery. 
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AGGIES SPRING ROSTER 
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*/Courtney Lewis, Fr. 


~ Keith Joseph, 
TB Derek Farmer, 


DT Marcus Jasmin, Jr.*/Brian Patrick, So. 


WR Terrence Murphy, J /Anthony Weight, Sa 
WR Jamar Taylor, $r.*/Terrence Thomas, Jr. 

TE Thomas Carriger, Jr.*/Ryon White, So. 

ST Alon Revber, Sr./Alex Kotzur, Fr 
SG Aldo De la Garza, So. /Quentin Holman, 
© Geoff Hangartner, Jr."/James Milkavich, Sr. 
ohn Kick, Sr./Andre Brooks, Sr." 

QT Jami Hightower, Jr.*/Dominique Steamer, So. 
‘Todd Pegram, So. */Cody Scates, Sr. 


OW Archie 


OLB Randall Webb, Jr./Nurahda Manning, So. 
€B Sean Weston, Sr.*/Ronold Jones, So. 
CB Byron Jones, Jr./Bryant Singleton, So. 


P Cody Scates, Sr.*/Jacob Young, Jr 


mith, Sr.*/Lawrence Hooper, So. 
‘MeDoriel, So, /Bloke Kendrick Jr. 
c ‘Scott Stickane, Sr. 


n, Jr./Anthony Squillante, Jr. 
So. /Kevin Mangum, Jr. 


NOTEBOOK 


t didn’t take long for the Texas 

A&M players to notice a major dif- 

ference between their new head 
coach and the former one. While R.C 
Slocum was rarely spotted in the Aggies’ 
locker room and weight room, Fran- 
chione is a regular at those places, as 
well as any other location the players 
gather. 

Franchione’s hands-on approach ini- 
tially caught the A&M players off guard, 
but the players say it has been a positive 
change. 

“He's with us all the time, pushing 
us and encouraging us to work harder 
and get better,” senior wide receiver 
damaar Taylor said. “It just gives you the 
feeling that he is one of ts. Everybody 
has different styles, but his style is one 
that has really given us a lift.” 

Franchione says he wouldn't imagine 
doing it any other way. 

“| have some CEO-type things that 
Ihave to do, and I don’t mind those 
things,” Franchione said. “But | really do 
this because | enjoy the players. | enjoy 
teaching, coaching and developing 
young men. | want to be with those guys 
and I want to be involved. I don’t want to 
ever be a figure up there. 

“T want the players to be comfortable 
with me, but at the same time respectful 
to the fact that I have to make tough 
decisions. | do want them to know that 
I care about them. As | tell my coaches 
all the time, ‘We only exist for one rea- 
son.’ That's the players. If we ever forget 
that or lose sight of that, that’s our prob- 
lem. 


* Texas A&M will move into the 
$25-million, Bright Football Complex 
and Academic Center in late summer or 
early fall. The new facility at the south 
end of Kyle Field will house what is 
being billed as the nation’s largest acade- 
mic center along with new coaches 
offices, locker rooms, training rooms, 
meeting rooms and a players’ lounge. 

* While A&M has a new coaching 
staff, the coaches aren’t new to each 
other. Franchione brought his entire staff 
from Alabama when he was hired at 
A&M, and offensive coordinator Les 
Koenning coached A&M's receivers 
from 1994-96. 

— Rusty Burson 
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CARTER WAS PROBABLY THE BIGGEST FIND 
OF THE SPRING. 
PHOTO BY TEXAS ABM MEDIA RELATIONS 


Despite losing three of four starters 
from last year's defense, “Linebacker U” 
could again be menacing. A&M will 
replace savvy veteran Brian Gamble 
with more athletic youngsters such as 
Randall Webb, Nurahda Manning and 
Archie McDaniel. 

Senior Jared Morris is back in the 
middle, but with speed as an emphasis, 
Webb, McDaniel, Manning and others 
should be able to make more sideline-to- 
sideline plays than Aggie linebackers 
have produced in recent years. 

“The Wrecking Crew is all about 
speed,” says Webb, who recorded 61 
tackles, including 13 for loss and seven 
sacks in 2002. “We've got that at our 
linebacker spots, and | know we will be 
flying to the football.” 

Free safety Jaxson Appel returns as 
the heady, hard-hitting leader of the 
A&M secondary. The junior recorded 73 
tackles and tied cornerback Byron Jones 
for the team high with four interceptions. 


Carter Earns 


elf-driven and determined, Texas 
% A&M junior Jason Carter has 
always utilized a warrior’s men- 
tality on the field. But last spring Carter 
also used a soldier’s message to propel 
himself into a key role in the Aggies’ 
offensive attack. 

While Carter was learning a new 
position and emerging in a new role, 
his thoughts were often focused on his 
younger brother, Mathew, serving in 
the military in Iraq. Before leaving for 
foreign soil, Mathew Carter had given 
his older sibling words of encourage- 
ment and strict instructions. 

“He told me to make my move in 
the spring,” Jason said. “He told me 
this was my year to start to shine, and 
he expected to hear nothing but great 
things from me this year.” 

So far, so good. With his brother’s 
message on his mind, Carter stole the 
spotlight during the Aggies’ spring 
game. Playing the eit created 
“A back” in coach Dennis Franchione’s 
offense, Carter caught three passes, 
rushed five times and dazzled fans with 
his punt and kickoff returns. In the end, 
the former third-team quarterback pro- 
duced 181 all-purpose yards on just 
15 touches. 


The return of Appel and Jones offer play- 
making experience in the secondary, but 
the defensive backfield as a whole 
remains a concern. 

Jones and fellow cornerback Sean 
Weston have displayed a knack for mak- 
ing big plays, but have also been suscepti- 
ble to allowing big plays. Strong safety 
Keelan Jackson is a physical force and 


¢ Through Brother's Orders 


That was good news for Carter. 
The even better news came after spring 
practices concluded when it was 
learned that his younger brother was 
healthy and out of Iraq. 

“We gota call fin late April) that 
he was OK and in Germany,” Carter 
said. “That took a lot of stress off of 
me. | sent him a tape of (the spring 
game), and | know he was pleased.” 

So were the 41,072 fans who 
attended the game. The 6-foot, 197- 
pound Carter is a threat to go the dis- 
tance when he touches the ball. Carter 
is simply too dangerous and too ath- 
letic to be left on the sideline. 

He believed that. So did Franchione. 

“Coach Fran came to me, and they 
were thinking about moving me to 
defensive back,” Carter said. “But I told 
him | really wanted to do anything 
I could to get my hands on the ball. 
| didn’t want to sound selfish, but I told 
him that | thought that it would be bet- 
ter for the team if | was playing 
offense. So, he told me that he would 
try me out at this ‘A-back’ position.” 

If the spring game was an accurate 
indication, it’s a position switch that 
should enable Carter to meet his 
brother’s instructions. ‘A 


a punishing tackler, but replacing Terrence 
Kiel is a tough assignment. 


L TEAMS 

Jason Carter is a potential game- 
breaker as a punt and kickoff returner, 
and the Aggies have a number of other 
weapons they can utilize on returns. 

A&M also returns Cody Scates, one 
of the nation’s best and most physical 
punters, who also handles kickoffs. He 
averaged 43.7 yards punting in 2002 and 
is an outstanding open-field tackler, and 
a punishing safety on kickoffs and punts. 

The potential source for headaches, 
however, could be the place-kicker. 
Sophomore Todd Pegram had an inconsis- 
tent debut last year, making just 12 of 21 
field-goal attempts. Pegram was so shaky 
that the Aggies tried inserting John Pier- 
son as an extra-point specialist. That, too, 
backfired when Pierson missed two extra 
points in a 48-47 loss to Texas Tech. 

— Rusty Burson 
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s he began making his way to 
A Jones SBC Stadium for Texas Tech's, 

2003 spring game, new defensive 
coordinator Lyle Setencich had an idea, He 
figured he would sit alone on the stacium’s 
west side bleachers and survey from above 
the progress of his new defenders. 


With No 


Setencich, who is replacing Greg 
McMackin, isn't necessarily a loner, but he 
didn’t want to make small talk with fans 
as he evaluated his defense. He brought 
his cell phone to communicate with 
defensive assistant coaches and picked a 
seat about halfway up the west side 
bleachers ~ the side of the stadium that 
was closed to fans. 

But shortly after taking his seat, the 
new mastermind of the Red Raiders’ 
defense was run off by a member of 
Tech's campus police. 

“| guess they didn’t know who | was or 
something, so we got moved,” Setencich 
told the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. “I 
thought they were going to arrest me. | 
tried to explain | worked here, but that did- 
n't seem to make much (difference) to him.” 


2002; 9-5 overall; 5-3 Big 12 (3rd South) 
COACH: Mike Leach — At Texas Tech and 
overall: 23-16, 3 years 
| RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 9 offense, 
5 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR/RB Wes 
Welker, RB Taurean Henderson, WR Car- 
los Francis, OL Casey Keck, OL Toby Cecil, 
DB Ryan Aycock, DE Adell Duckett, 
| OBBJ. Symons 
| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Even without 
Kliff Kingsbury, the Red Raiders will be able 
to light up scoreboards and pile up pass- 
\_ ing yards. BJ. Symons should be fine at 


Setencich hopes it wasn’t an indica- 
tion of things to come. Tech defenders 
were pushed around and forced out of 
position far too many times last season, 
as the Raiders allowed 31.4 points 
(10th in the Big 12) and 403.5 yards 


Defense, No 


(ninth in the conference) per game. 

With only five returning starters and 
three new defensive assistants, there is a 
fear among Tech fans that the Raiders 
could be shoved around again in 2003. If 
Setencich hopes to receive more respect 
in Lubbock this fall than he experienced 
during the spring game, he must plug the 
holes, step up the intensity and stop the 
bleeding for a defense that allowed 59 
touchdowns in 2002. 

It's an imposing to-do list for the 57- 
year-old Setencich, now with his fourth 
team as a Division I-A defensive coordina- 
tor. But it's also probably the key to the 
2003 season for the Raiders. 

Sure, there is a huge vacancy on the 
other side of the ball, where head coach 
and offensive guru Mike Leach must 
replace Kliff Kingsbury, who passed for 
12,429 career yards and last season con- 


quarterback, and Wes Welker creates big 
Plays as a receiver, runner and returner. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense, 


which ranked 10th in the Big 12 in points 
allowed last year, could be in store for 
another tough campaign. Neither the 
kicker nor the punter are proven players. 


OVERVIEW: Tech should be good enough 


offensively to beat most teams on its 
schedule, but the Red Raiders are vulnera- 
ble enough on defense to lose almost any 
game. In all likelihood, Tech will win some 
itshouldn't, lose some it shouldn't and be 
back in a second-tier bowl game. 


nected on 67.3 percent of his passes for 
5,017 yards and 45 touchdowns, 

But Tech coaches and fans express 
confidence that B,J. Symons, who 
served as Kingsbury’s understudy the 
past three seasons, will step in without 
missing a beat. 


Progress 


Based on what Symons has done in a 
backup role in the past, there are plenty of 
reasons to believe that the high-powered 
Tech passing attack will again be profi- 
cient and productive. 

Symons has played in 17 games dur- 
ing the past three seasons, completing 
better than 50 percent of his attempts. 
The senior probably has more arm 
strength than Kingsbury and has compara- 
ble mobility. Perhaps most importantly, 
he's shown a knack for making good, 
quick decisions in the pocket. 

“L have a lot of confidence in B.}.," 
Leach said. “For being a backup the last 
three years, he’s a pretty experienced guy. 
He knows the system and knows what we 
expect, so he’s far ahead of the garden 
variety kind of new starting quarterback.” 

Furthermore, Symons has an out- 
standing cast of skill position players sur- 
rounding him, giving Tech at least a 
chance to once again lead the Big 12 in 
total offense, In 2002, the Raiders aver- 
aged 488.2 yards — nearly 65 yards more 
per game than any other school in the Big 
12 Conference. 

That places the biggest burden back 
on the defense. Again. 

For the most part, Tech has played 
enough offense in recent years to be 
among the Big 12’s best. But a lack of 
consistency — especially on defense — 
has continually placed the Raiders among 
the Big 12's middle of the pack. 

On the positive side, the Raiders are 


RECEIVER WES WELKER IS ONE OF THE 
BIG 12'S MOST EXCITING PLAYERS. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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the only team in the Big 12 South that has 
at least met the qualifications for a bow! 
game in every season since the confer- 
ence made its debut in 1996. The Raiders 
have appeared in bow! games in all three 
of Leach’s seasons as head coach. 

But, based largely on defensive defi- 
ciencies, they have been unable to take 
the proverbial “next step.” Tech has won 
big games, but has not yet made it to big 
bowls, finishing no higher than third in the 
Big 12 South in the past five years. They 
have lost at least five games in each of the 
past seven seasons. 

During that span, the Raiders have 
changed coaches, switched offensive 
philosophies, modified their stadium 
and implemented a number of other 
progressive changes. But through it all, 
Tech has remained in the middle of the 
Big 12 pack. 

The old adage about “defense wins 
championships” appears to apply. Tech 
has been great offensively under Leach, 
but not so great on defense. For Tech to 
take that next step, the defense must be 
dramatically improved. 

That may be too much to ask of 
Setencich and his inexperienced defense 
this season. 

“There are some things that would 
give you hope,” Setencich of his defense. 
“I've been in situations where I've gone to 
that are a lot worse than this.” 

That may be reassuring to Tech fans in 
the long run, In the short term, however, 
it may be another indication that the 
Raiders will simply have to outlast enough 
opponents in high-scoring games to get 
back into a second-tier bowl. 


OFFENSE 

According to many NFL scouts, Kliff 
Kingsbury was a “system quarterback.” 
That’s probably why Kingsbury, despite 
setting 17 NCAA records during his colle- 
giate career, slipped all the way to the 
sixth round (20 1st overall pick) in the 
2003 NFL Draft. 

But that’s also probably why nobody 
in the Texas Tech locker room appeared to 
be shedding tears or losing much sleep 
when the realization set in during spring 
practices that Kingsbury was, indeed, no 
longer on the roster. 

“We all know KIiff was an outstand- 
ing quarterback, and we'll miss his 
experience and leadership,” said Wes 
Welker, Tech's all-purpose all-star. “But 
the players on this team also have com- 
plete confidence in the guy who is 
replacing him. B.J. can throw it with the 


IN HIS FIRST SEASON, RUNNING BACK 
TAUREAN HENDERSON PROVED TO BE 


‘A DANGEROUS WEAPON. 
PHOTO BY ICON SPORTS 


best of them.” 

Symons certainly appears to be no 
slouch. While seeing action in nine 
games last season, Symons completed 
65 percent of his attempts for 329 
yards and five touchdowns with just 
one interception. 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
WR/PR Wes Welker 


Emerging Star 
LB John Saldi 
Top Newcomer 
CB Jamaal Jackson 


If Symons makes good decisions — 
he’s shown he can — he'll be able to take 
advantage of an impressive array of skill 


position players. 

That list begins with Welker, the 
do-it-all dynamo who can line up in the 
backfield, at wide receiver, in the slot, 
or wherever else he’s needed. Welker, 
a 5-foot-9 senior, is one of the most 
exciting players in the Big 12, averag- 
ing 7.9 yards per carry last season and 
darting through defenses on short 
passes. He caught 86 passes for 1,054 
yards and seven touchdowns. 

Perhaps equally as dangerous, but 
not yet as well known as Welker, is 
sophomore running back Taurean Hen- 
derson, who broke onto the scene in a 
big way last year, rushing for 793 yards 
and seven touchdowns. Tech finished 
last in the Big 12 in rushing (99.4 yards 
per game), but those numbers are 
somewhat deceptive. The Raiders use 
short passes like most teams utilize 
handoffs, and Henderson is extremely 
dangerous in that role. The cat-quick 
Henderson led Tech with 98 receptions 
last season, producing 633 yards and 
six touchdowns. 

The Red Raiders also return a bevy 
of play-making wideouts, led by Carlos 
Francis, Mickey Peters and junior 
Nehemiah Glover, a trio that combined 
to catch 166 passes for 2,054 yards last 
season. Add Welker and Henderson, 
and the five combined for 350 recep- 
tions and 3,741 yards. 

With four of five starters returning 
from last season, Tech's offensive line 
could be one of the better units in the Big 
12. Led by seniors Toby Cecil at center 
and Casey Keck at right tackle, Tech’s 
offensive line appears capable of opening 
up holes for the running backs and provid- 
ing Symons with time to throw. 


DEFENSE 

In addition to implementing some 
new defensive packages, new defensive 
coordinator Lyle Setencich says the 
Raiders will also utilize some of the 
same alignments, coverages and blitzes 
Tech used under Greg McMackin. But 
they may not be nearly as effective 
without playmakers such as Aaron 
Hunt, Lawrence Flugence and Joselio 
Hanson in the lineup. 

Flugence was the leading tackler in the 
Big 12 in each of the past three seasons; 
Hunt became the school’s career sack 
leader; and Hanson was the most consis- 
tent coverage specialist in the secondary. 

The Tech defense isn’t completely with- 
out proven playmakers. Adell Duckett (five 
sacks, 8.5 tackles for loss last year) played 
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90 Foie Woerdovoonbs OE ik 63 300. Brads Bagi 
9 boyNeCom Gk 58161 Howien 
45 WakWlendn SN So 60200 Welch 
85 GahonMGeris «DEST O61 Wore 
Hay Neovo Bk 62 26 Com 
LU TworMeKewie 0B S11 170_—Laarge 
1 VinestMeds ———OBSo S11 187 Rocha 
$8. leeny tion OT G1 2B Wellh 
57 Chase Nock cP h 
88 SehNischnom Er 
2 TmNoman @ & 
&% NideyPées RS 
2. Ramend Pace BS 
© Nonud Ranier Lr 
“SE dahon BO 
8 Lec ley GF 
9 knfoignz ak 
5 Bini b 
13 Nahon Si a & 

Rs 

oF 

BF 

BF 

BF 

oF 

Bok 

aes 

BF 

os 

oO & 
56_ Kale Tilo BF 
12. ksh Toogood Kf 
2 Noxgit Tuer BF 
Rey Wasp WF 
Wes Wicker ® % 
30 non Wesley BS 
9 beeny Whee 8k 
75_El Wiley a & 
5 Gorey Woods ra 


No. Nine Pos. Class Hi, Wi. HOMETOWN 
2h hes 0B fr 60185 Agen 
47 Gage TR fr 58 195 _klod 
2B yon Ayexk fs & G1 208 bod 
3 Thomas Bochiran R So 510 182 _Shreepon, A 
61 Wichoel Boiey: OLS 66 284 Wichito Falls 
94 redial RF 62 700 Pam 
22 Brod Berlld WR fr 60 160 Wer 
B LoldiBongo'Wonga RBS ——5-10 205 Bru, Belgium 
1 NorcsBoyd DRS 60 198 bho 
85 Bron Bithop WR 511 182 Coppa 
37 Ron Bishop Kk 58 195 Anada,CO 
0 Ghintodhon Bk 64232 _Hown 
98 Wich reer WP So 200 S11 Cond 
2) Miho ico 8 62 183 Chides 
3 Bet Browssord OB Fr 2198 Son Antonio 
64 Cody Conga Ok bd 315 Coen 
| 72 Dwan Corral Bf SH 163 Austin 
65 Toby Cecil CS 64 0 Richardson 
BA Randal Chany BS 63 256 Cana 
21 son Choo RF G1 20 Big Sing 
15" Senn Cobia Ek 64210 Sader 
17_Amon Doraigh We 61166 neater 
V4 BordonDags WR Fr 511189 Nasgle 
4) Fra Droa Bk 56 4 TheWoodnds 
9 Ada Oude Dk 64 250 Minot Wes 
53. Adam Emmert BF 61235 Abilene 
% Neos Of S65 257 Hom 
89 dF WR fr 63 22 Phi AZ 
3. Dover Dek SN 163 Gropeine 
8. Calero We S510 197 Fad Werk 
| 24 CodyFiler WR So 60 189 Smithson Voley 
77 Dylan Gordy Ok 63294 Phagenvile 
& NeberishGoer WR ik 58168 aM 
Gobet E64 262 tke 
74 Copentomon DLs «GT 287 Selene 
7 ToyHovety Rk 60 198 Rehocken 
30 ey Hons Rk 68 25 Ht 
19 TeweenHerdovon RE So «59187 Gotnile 
8 brattids WR 63 1% Stanton 
YO Cody Hodges GS 60 201 Hered 
3 Shde Hodges WR % 61 207 Hered 
St bytalerd él 28 Sondre 
93 ChisHuler fr 62 26 Mergile 
1a den Tk S11 175 Bea MS 
79. Geen lwery Of 66 Hous 
5 Tor be WR 60 195 Aun 
Bron eben DB & 60 202 _Dinconla 
‘Bode oes OL 63 303 Kee, CR 
@B___BJ, Symons, Sr./Sonny Cumbie, Jr 
RB Taurean Henderson, So.*/Johnnie Mack, J. 
HB Wes Welker, Sr.*/Clay MeGuire Jr 
WR Mickey Peters, Sr.*/Gobe Holl, 
WR Nehemiah Glover, Jr.*/Cody Fuller, So. 
WR Carlos Francis, Sr.*/Trey Haverty, Jr, 
IT Daniel Loper,Jr.*/Michael Bailey, So. 
1G Cody Campbell, J.*/Glenn Januory, Fr 
Toby Cecil, §r.*/Dylan Gandy, Jr. 
RG Manvel Ramirez, Fr./Brandon Jones, Fr. 
RT Casey Keck, Sr.*/EJ. Whitley, So. 
K Ryan Bishop, Jr./Keith Toogood, Fr. 


Seth Nitschmonn, Fr./Randall Cherry, So. 
Chris Hudler, Fr./Fred Thrweatt, So. 
Ken Scott, Fr./Patrice Majondo-Mwamba, Jr 
Adell Duckett, Je.*/Marquis Turner, Jr 


‘Mike Smith, Jr.*/Geremy Woods, Jr. 
Brock Stration, Fr./fletcher Session, Fr 
John Soldi, So.*/Brent Slaughter, Fr. 
ory McCann, Jr./Jomaal Jackson, Jr 
Marcus Boyd, Sr./SirDon Lewis, So. 
Vincent Meeks, So.*/Byron Johnson, Sr. 
Ryan Aycock, Sr.*/Micah Sweats, Fr. 
Which Brenner, Jr./Keith Toogood, Fr. 


NOTEBOOK 


lhe renovations to Jones SBC 

Stadium are due to be com- 

pleted by the time the 2003 
season starts, Texas Tech officials said. 

The renovations include the addition 
of 47 luxury suites, an indoor and outdoor 
club seating level, a new camera deck and 
a new press level. With the additions, the 
total capacity of the stadium will be 
approximately 53,000, up from 50,000 
in previous years. 

* Texas Tech played one of the 
nation's most difficult schedules last sea- 
son, beginning with a season-opening 
game against eventual national champion 
Ohio State. The Buckeyes are off the 
schedule this year, but the Raiders will 
play another brutal schedule in 2003. 
Eight of Tech's opponents this year went 
to bowl games last season and nine 
opponents were bowl eligible in 2002. 

Of those bowl opponents, three made 
January bowl appearances. 

* Former defensive back Raymond 
Pierce is excited about sitting out the 
2003 season. Pierce. who started seven 
games last season at free safety, made the 
move to outside linebacker during the 
spring and plans to take a redshirt season 
this fall to learn the position better and 
focus on his classes. Pierce, a 6-foot-1, 
217-pound senior, is scheduled to gradu- 
ate in the summer of 2004, meaning he 
could play his senior season with diploma 
in hand. “I want to redshirt. take it slow, 
get school over with,” Pierce said. “That's 
the best thing for me. 

* Downsizing is usually a discouraging 
word, but Tech coaches are encouraging 
sophomore defensive tackle Fred 
Thrweatt to do just that. The monstrous 
Thrweatt is capable of playing a key role 
for the Raiders by taking up plenty of 
space in the middle of the Tech defense, 
but coaches believe he has been taking up 
too much space. Thrweatt, who has 
weighed as much as 356 pounds, is 
attempting to trim down to 315. He 
played during spring practice at 335, 
reaching a halfway point of sorts. 

* The Red Raiders’ nine wins last sea- 
son matched the most victories for Texas 
Tech since 1995. Tech last won more 
than nine games in 1976 when the 
Raiders went 10-2. 


~ Rusty Burson 
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Symons Eager for Chance in the Spotlight 


he distance from Gigi Divin’s drive- 

way in the Houston area to the 

parking lot of the Lubbock Days Inn 
is exactly 500 miles on the odometer. 
She’s made the monotonous, time-con- 
suming trek so many times over the past 
four years that she claims she can almost 
do it blindfolded. 

“It can be a grind,” Divin says of the 
drive. “But | always look forward to arriv- 
ing in Lubbock, and | will be especially 
excited about making that drive this year.” 

She'll Rebebi bs so excited that she 
won't even need coffee breaks to keep 
her eyes focused on the road ahead. 

Divin is the mother of Texas Tech 
senior quarterback B.J. Symons, who 
spent the last four years (including 
a redshirt season) biding his time on 
the bench, With previous starter Kliff 
Kingsbury now in the NFL, Symons 
steps into the starring role. 

The 6-foot-1, 210-pound Symons 
never complained about being Kings- 
bury’s backup, but he is understandably 
eager about his chance in the spotlight. 

“| really can’t wait until the fel” said 
Symons, who played in nine games last 
season and completed 65 percent of his 
pass attempts. “I’ve learned a lot playing 


well on the opposite end of Hunt. Ryan 
Aycock, who registered 148 stops from his 
free safety position last season, is a savvy, 
hard-hitting leader in the secondary. 

For the most part, though, the Raiders 
will need major and immediate contribu- 
tions from former reserves and newcomers. 

In the secondary, Aycock and Vincent 
Meeks form a solid combination at the 
safety spots, while Ivory McCann, Tim 
Norman, Marcus Boyd and SirDon Lewis 
have been penciled into the rotation at 
the corners. But Setencich hopes the sec- 
ondary will receive a lift from junior col- 
lege transfers Jabari Smith, Antonio 
Huffman, Ryan Phillips and Jamaal Jackson. 

Jackson, the NJCAA defensive player 
of the year last fall at Northwest Missis- 
sippi College, participated in spring prac- 
tice, impressed Tech coaches with his 
coverage abilities and could push his way 
into the starting lineup. 

Setencich, who also coaches the 
linebackers, has some promising, but 


ebinel Kifbtand liheve worked! c long 
time for this moment. | don’t feel like 
I could possibly be any more prepared.” 

Symons, 22, has been around the 
program so long that he was originally 
recruited to Tech by former ee 
Spike Dykes. In an interesting twist of 
fate, Mike Leach was the offensive 
coordinator at Oklahoma when he first 
recruited Symons out of Cypress Creek 
(Texas) High School. 

“After (Leach) became the head 
coach at Tech,” Divin recalled, “he told 
B.J., ‘When | was recruiting you and 
you said you were going to Tech, | told 
you that you were making a mistake. 
But I guess you knew better all along 
and made the right decision to come to 
Tech.’ | know Coach Leach was happy 
to have both Kliff and B.J. already on 
the roster when he got there.” 

Now, Leach and the rest of the 
Raiders are simply happy that Symons 
will be around for one more season. 

“No doubt about it,” Tech line- 
backer Mike Smith said. “B.J. is a dif- 
ference-maker. I’m saying that from 
a defensive standpoint because | know 
how he has hurt us in practice. | think 
he’s in store for a great season.” Q 


relatively inexperienced linebacker 
prospects. At middle linebacker, 


Brigham Young transfer Brock Stratton 
teminds some Tech followers of former 
Raider standout Zach Thomas. 

On the outside, John Saldi earned All- 
Big 12 Freshman honors last year, while 
Mike Smith is a hard-nosed throwback 


SYMONS HAS THE CONFIDENCE OF RED 
RAIDER COACHES AND FANS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


who recorded 104 tackles last season. 
Smith, Leach says, “reminds you of a Sam 
Huff or somebody like that. He's mean, 
tough and ormery — the kind of guy who. 
would play without a facemask.” 


Wes Welker is probably the most 
feared and dangerous return specialist in 
the Big 12, with six punt returns for 
touchdowns in his career. 

“(Welker) is the greatest overachiever 
| have ever coached,” Leach said. “He can 
do just about everything. He's also one of 
the most confident players I've been 
around, and believing you can do it is 
more than half the battle.” 

Ivory McCann and Vincent Meeks also 
form a dangerous kickoff return combina- 
tion. The special teams concerns for Tech 
involve the kicking specialists, as punter 
Wich Brenner and kicker Ryan Bishop take 
cover for departed veterans. 

— Rusty Burson 
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he TCU campus is a nifty fit on 
the west side of Fort Worth. 

The prestigious Colonial Coun- 
try Club borders Frogland to the north. 
The Fort Worth Stockyards are a nice 
punt return away. Finding Amon Carter 
Stadium, even for experienced veter- 


ans, can be a chore. Throw in the fact 
that Dallas is a short drive down the 
Tom Landry Highway and it’s easy to 
see why the Frogs have to kick and 
scream for attention. 

Though the program hasn't gotten 
the kudos five straight bowl appear- 
ances should merit, Gary Patterson has 
quietly built TCU into a program that 
wins with dominating defense, get-it- 
done offense and a workmanlike roster 
full of Texans. 

A year ago the Frogs went 10-2 and 
won the Liberty Bowl behind a defense 
that finished first in the nation in total 
and rushing defense. The program fin- 
ished in the Top 25 for the second time 
in three years and was the only team in 
the country to allow just two yards per 
carry. 

Only 11 starters are back from that 
team. But lately, even when TCU loses 
players, the Frogs simply plug in new 
ones who do the job just as well. The 
Frogs dip into the junior college ranks 
when they need a quick fix, though 
Patterson prefers to build on TCU's suc- 
cess at attracting some of the Dallas-Ft. 
Worth area’s best high school talent. 

“That team may have exceeded 
expectations outside these walls,” 
Patterson said of last year’s Conference 
USA champions. “We felt we had 
a chance to be pretty good. And this 
year we'll treat it just like we were 
coming off a 6-5 season. We'll work 
like we're an underdog.” 

Those expectations come because 
Patterson has been a part of the build- 
ing process. Patterson has been there 
for each of the Frogs’ school-record five 


consecutive bowl appearances — 
defensive coordinator for the fist three 
and 16-9 in his first 25 games as TCU 
coach. 

With a defense that should be one 
of the toughest in the nation and an 
offense that has found a leader in Tye 


For the Record, Looking for Sixth 


Gunn and a star in running back Lonta 
Hobbs, the Frogs should be making 
bowl reservations in December. 

The key to TCU’s 42 defense is 
speed and a hard-hitting secondary. 
Last year’s crusher, LaMarcus McDon- 
ald, is gone, but the defensive line is 
quick and experienced. The Frogs line 
has speed and beef outside and inside. 
Left end Bo Schobel (6-5, 268) 
rebounded from a 2001 knee injury to 
become the team’s best pass rusher. 

The bulk is on the other end where 
280-pound Robert Pollard gives the 
Frogs C-USA’s best 1-2 pass-rushing 
tandem. Pollard and Schobel are often 
the beneficiaries of the double teams 
all-conference nosetackle Chad Pugh 
deals with. 


HORNED FROGS 


2002: 10-2 overall; 6-2 CUSA (T-ist} 

COACH: Gary Patterson — At TCU and over- 
all: 16-9; 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | |; 4 offense, 
6 defense, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Tye Gunn, 
K Nick Browne, DE Bo Schobel, NT Chad 
Pugh, S Marvin Godbolt, WR Reggie Har- 
fell, LB Josh Goolsby 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 1CU will be 
strong defensively. Schobel and Pugh lead 
an al-senior defensive line. Goolsby and 
Martin Patterson give the Frogs as good 
a front six as there is in CUSA. Browne is 
‘ne of the best kickers in the nation. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Gunn is an 

Scien talent, but he's coming) off a knee 


ee 
=. HORNED FROGS 
[HuaNED FROGS 


“Certainly our front four, and proba- 
bly even our front six, are as good as 
anybody's in the conference,” Patterson 
said. “All four (line) starters are good 
pass rushers.” 

Like the rest of the Frogs, the two 
linebackers are fast and good against 


Straight Bowl 


the run. MLB Josh Goolsby has been 
injury prone, but is a run stopper when 
healthy. Devon Davis will get a shot at 
the other linebacker spot with Martin 
Patterson moving to the Frogs’ hybrid 
position. 

TCU plays two linebackers behind 
the line and a fifth defensive back who 
is a hybrid linebacker/safety. One cor- 
nerback plays a side of the field by him- 
self and the safeties try to make plays 
‘on the strong side. 

The roving, fifth defensive back is 
on that side as well, making tackles and 
causing distractions. That's exactly 
what McDonald did last year on his way 


injury that kept him out of spring practice. 
The defensive front is experienced, but 
the secondary needs newcomers to 
develop. The Frogs also have to find 
a linebacker or hard-hitting safety to fill 
All-American LaMarcus McDonald's shoes. |) 
OVERVIEW: Few expected the Frogs would | 
be as good as they were in 2002. TCU won 
the Liberty Bowl and had CUSA's Coach of | 
the Year, Defensive Player of the Year and 
Freshman of the Year. If Gunn can bounce 
back from injury and inject the kind of 
energy into the offense he did a year ago 
and some defensive newcomers step up in 
the secondary, the Frogs could again be 4 
knocking around the Top 25 and likely land } 
their sixth consecutive bow berth. 
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way to C-USA Defensive Player of the 
Year honors. 

Patterson is moving to that spot 
this year. As a unit, though, the sec- 
ondary has little experience. 

“We have holes in the secondary at 
the (isolated) corner and the free and 
strong safety positions,” Patterson said. 
“It will be very important to see how 
these people play and how they do 
things. We have guys ready to step in 
and we're not afraid to move people 
around.” 

The defense needs to play up to its 
normal level early because the offense 
could struggle while Gunn finds his 
rhythm. The sophomore stepped in 
when Sean Stilley went down with an 
injury and ignited the Frogs’ option 
with the kind of arm TCU’s offense 
needs. 

Gunn was 15 for 26 for 172 yards 
and a touchdown in his first start, com- 
pleting passes to eight different 
receivers. He was 4-0 as a starter 
before suffering a season-ending right 
knee injury against Southern Miss. 

More importantly, in his four starts, 
he completed 63 percent of his passes 
and threw only two interceptions. He 
threw for six touchdowns and ran for 
two more. 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
DE Bo Schobel 


Emerging Star 
RB Lonta Hobbs 
Top Newcomer 
DB Larry Bradford 


Gunn didn’t participate in contact 
drills during the spring, but he should 
be full-go in the fall. In his place this 
spring, junior Brandon Hassell was able 
to make a case as the backup quarter- 
back. “Brandon Hassell proved he can 
come in and run the offense,” Patterson 
said. 

"It's Ty Gunn's offense when he 
comes back in the fall, but it was good 
to see how Brandon progressed this 
spring. I’m really happy with him. I’m 
also happy that we have three tailbacks 
who can make someone miss.” 

There is no shortage of capable run- 
ners. 


Before Gunn stepped in, another 
newcomer was already making an 
impact. Despite having returning 
starter Ricky Madison in the lineup, 
Patterson took the redshirt off Hobbs in 
the season’s fifth game against Hous- 
ton, which was also Gunn’s first start. 

Hobbs averaged 6.6 yards per carry 
over the next eight games, becoming 
only the seventh TCU player to ever 
tush for at least 1,000 yards and was 
named C-USA Freshman of the Year. 
At 6-0 and 215 pounds, Hobbs packs 
plenty of power to go with his 4.4 
speed and cut-back jukes. 

Now, Patterson gets to throw red- 
shirt freshman Robert Merrill into the 
mix. Merrill, who rushed for 2,891 
yards and 39 touchdowns as a senior 
at San Antonio's Taft High School, had 
a big spring, incuding rushing for 175 
yards in a scrimmage. 

If Gunn comes back healthy, this 
clearly will be the best backfield in 
Conference USA and one that could 
rank among the best in the country. 

With Hobbs and Madison handling 
the running duties, Corey Connally and 
Kenny Hayter, who both played tail- 
back a year ago, are competing for the 
fullback job. 

TCU has only four returning starters 
on offense, but three are on the offen- 
sive line. Tackle Anthony Alabi, guard 
John Glud and center Chase Johnson 
give Gunn and Hobbs nice protection 
on the left side. 

The unit may need time to find 
chemistry. Alabi, Glud and Johnson 
have 48 career starts among them, but 
Alabi had shoulder surgery in February 
and missed spring practice. Jon Morgan 
is stepping in for all-conference right 
guard Jamal Powell and sophomore 
Shane Sims is being asked to handle 
the right guard spot. 

Receivers in the TCU offense are to 
be seen, but rarely heard. If a Frogs 
receiver is in the spotlight, it's probably 
because he committed a holding 
penalty on the option. As many as nine 
players will see time among TCU's 
three receiver spots and the corps 
knows their role. 

Said Patterson: “They all do a great 
job of catching the ball, but the ques- 
tion is, can they block? Can they play 
special teams?” 

One guy who can play special 
teams is kicker Nick Browne. An Acad- 
emic All-American with a 4.0 GPA in 
finance/real estate, Browne led the 


HORNED FROGS 


2003 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB Tye Gunn, So./Brandon Hassell, Jr. 

TB Lonta Hobbs, So.*/Ricky Madison, Sr. 
FB Corey Connally, Sr./11 Kenny Hayter, Sr. 
WR Bruce Galbert, Sr/Cory Rodgers, Fr. 
WR Reggie Harrell, ./Ryan Pearson, So. 
TE Cody McCarty, Jr/Stanley Moss, Sr. 

LT Anthony Alabi, Jr.*/Michael Toudouze, So, 
LG John Glud, Sr.*/Ben Angeley, So. 

© Chase Johnson, Jr."/Stephen Culp, So. 
RG Shane Sims, So,/Zach Bray, Jt. 

RT Jon Morgan, 6-4, 298, Sr/Herbert Te 


DEFENSE 


LE Robert Pollard, Sr.*/Ranorris Ray, So. 

DT Richard Evans, Sr/ Jeremy Breedlove, So. 
NT Chad Pugh, Sr.*/ Brandon Johnson, Jr. 
RE Bo Schobel, Sr.*/Andrew Calovich, Jr. 
‘SLB Martin Patterson, Jr.*/Shawn Brooks, So. 
MLB Josh Goolsby, Sr/Devon Davis, Sr. 
LCB Mark Walker, Jr/Eric Buchanan, Fr. 

WS Marvin Godbolt, Jr*/Kenny Boyd, Jr. 


nation with almost two field goals per 
game. He made 23 of 30 attempts, 
including 18 of 20 from inside 39 
yards. 

The schedule allows Gunn to shake 
whatever game rust he may have and 
for the offensive line to get their bear- 
ings. TCU opens on the road with 
a conference game against Tulane, 
but then plays the next two at home 
against Navy and Vanderbilt. A bye 
week is also sandwiched between 
those home dates. 

The Frogs’ first real test comes at 
Arizona in their fifth game. TCU does 
have to travel to South Florida and 
Southern Miss, but the Frogs catch 
a break by avoiding East Carolina in 
C-USA's unbalanced schedule. 

— Cody Monk 
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The Sincerest Form of Flattery 


hen two of the eight Mountain 
West schools searched for new 
coaches, it was almost as if 


Utah and Wyoming job descriptions 
demanded an inside knowledge of league 
leader Colorado State. 

Utah's Urban Meyer and Wyoming's Joe 
Glenn announced from Day 1 a goal to raise 
their respective programs to CSU's heights. 
Meyer should know, having been a charter 
member of Sonny Lubick’s staff in 1993-95. 
Glenn watched the Rams’ star ascend from his 
vantage point building Northern Colorado 
into a NCAA Division I champ. 

“What Sonny has done is one of the best 
coaching jobs in the country, | remember 
What it was like there when it was in com- 
plete disarray,” said Meyer, “Two years later 
we were WAC champs.” 

Glenn, coming from Montana's Division 
I-AA powerhouse, said “Any time I've gone 
to anew job, I've aimed for the top in the 
league, The envy of this league is Colorado 


GOOD NEWS 
QB Van Pelt returns with three 
senior LBs, great KR Dexter Wynn. 


Favorable home slate, OL returns 
intact, most of defense is back. 


Improved running game and new- 


1, Colorado State 
2. New Mexico 


3, Brigham Young 


State and what Sonny and company have 
done. They set the standard. ... | don’t think 
it's any magic dust. You have to roll up your 
sleeves and go to work,” 

Meyer recalled Lubick vowing to raise 
Colorado State to competing with then-WAC 
titan Brigham Young. 

Lubick did that and more, winning or 
sharing six WAC and MWC titles from 1994 to 
2002. In the MWC’s first four years, Colorado 
State posted a 22-6 conference mark and three 
crowns. Next closest is BYU at 18-10, 

“CSU is the best team and they've 
proved it over and over,” New Mexico's 
Rocky Long said, “I don't know about the 
two teams with new coaches, but you put 
the rest of us in a hat and it’s a battle for sec- 
ond place.” 

And so it goes. 

In his 1 1th season, Lubick worries about 
replacing franchise running back Cecil Sapp 
and duplicating last year's chemistry. 

“In the old days when BYU was winning 


MWC Picks 


BAD NEWS 
No clear-cut successor for RB Cecil 
i Sapp. 
Anemic passing game still continues 
to wait for improvement. 


The Cougars’ QB dynasty tumbled 


every year, they just out-talented everyone 
else,” Lubick said, "Now all the programs are 
pretty even.” 

With the two coaching changes and 
asenior-dominated crop of quarterbacks, 
parity should reign, especially if Glenn gets 
Wyoming back to a competitive level, From 
Wyoming senior Casey Bramlet, a starter 
since late in his freshman season, to UNLV's 
Kurt Nantkes, who beat CSU in the 2002 
finale — his second career start — everyone 
has an experienced QB. 

There are better pure passers (Bramlet 
and San Diego State's Adam Hall) and 
a shiftier runner (Air Force's Chance Harridge), 
but there is no total package resembling CSU 
quarterback Bradlee Van Pelt's winning forti- 
tude, 

“Obviously CSU, with their quarterback 
returning, has the inside track,” said BYU 
coach Gary Crowton. 

— Natalie Meisler 


OUR CALL 
MWC's most successful program primed for another 
title run. 


Lobos can go as far RB DonTrell Moore, defense will 
take them. 


One disappointing season hasn't erased BYU aura in 


era defense worthy of optimism. long ago. the league. 


QB Chance Harridge returns with 
most of the OL. 


League's top passing attack gets 
5.San Diego Stale hein from young RBS. 


4, hir Force 


6, UNLV 


7.Utah Urban Meyer's spread offense 


Once again has assembled the best q 
skill position talent in the league. OL stands as potential hazards. very dangerous. 


LB Anthony Schlegel, team's best 
defender, left for Ohio State. 

Last year's top receivers are gone. 
Lack of depth at QB, experience on 


Most unsettled team in the league at 


AFA can't afford another late season slide and remain 
incontention. 


Aztecs get into race with more-balanced offense, 
improved defense. 


Not much is expected this year, which makes Rebels 


Atleast a year away from putting together a run at the 


opens up formerly stodgy attack, critical OB spot. top. 


New coach (Joe Glenn), Old QB 


8. Wyoming (Casey Bramlet). 


Glenn has one of the biggest 
rebuilding tasks in the nation. 


This might be the last year in last place for moribund 


program. 


The. 


pa ‘Lae SS Ss 


‘Aug. 30 Colorado State vs. Colorado (at Denver) Oct. 4 Fresno State at Colorado State 


Sept.6 BYU at Southern Cal 


lifornia Oct.§ Colorado State at BYU 


Sept.6 — San Diego State at Ohio State Oct.16 Air Force at Colorado State 


Sept.6 Utah at Texas A&M 
Sepl.13 BYU at New Mexico 
Sept.19 — Hawaii at UNLV 


Nov.7 Colorado State at New Mexico 
Nov.15 BYU at Notre Dame 
Nov. 22 Utah at BYU 


Sept.27 San Diego State at UCLA Nov.22 Air Force at San Diego State 


Oct. 3 Oregon at Utah 


Lindy’s 2003 
ALL-MWC TEAM 


QB 
RB 
RB 
WR 
wR 
TE 
OL 
OL 
OL 


1, Adam Hall 0B 
2, Larry Croom RB 
3, Bradlee Van Pelt, OB 
4, Eric Pauly LB 
5, Jason Kautusi = DE 
6, Brandon Darby = OT 
7, Jeff Shoate CB 
8, Brady Poppinga OE 
9. Dave Revill s 
10. Dexter Wynn CBIRS 


eo 


Most Accurate Passer: 
Strongest Arm: 

Best Scrambler: 
Coolest in the Clutch: 
Toughest to Bring Down: 
Best Hands; 

Most Dangerous Deep Threat: 
Best Run Blocker: 

Best Pass Blocker: 

Best Pass Rusher: 

Best Cover Corner: 
Special Teams Demon: 


OF THE YEAR 


CONNECTIONS 


SDSU Sr. Threw for 3,000 yards with partially torn shoulder. 
UNLV Sr. Power back with moves amassed 7,2-yard avg. 

CSU Sr. Strong arm and athleticism mean he'll get paid. 

CSU Sr. Already has double-major degree. Can focus on hitting. 
Utah Sr. Has drawn comparisons to former Ute Luther Elliss. 
SDSU Sr. Anchors line of MWC’s most explosive offense. 

SDSU Sr. Improved decision-making impressed coaches. 

BYU Jr. Everyone wants a pass rusher, and he's that. 

Utah — Sr. Former walk-on now fits into Utes pro production line, 
CSU Sr. He's only 5-9, but might never leave the field in ‘03. 


‘Adam Hall San Diego State 
Casey Bramlet Wyoming 
Chance Harridge Air Force 
Bradlee Van Pelt Colorado State 
DonTrell Moore New Mexico 
Joel Dreessen Colorado State 
Jovon Bouknight Wyoming 
Brett Huyser Air Force 
Brendan Darby San Diego State 
Brady Poppinga BYU 
Jeff Shoate ‘San Diego State 
Jeff Flora Colorado State 


MVP: Bradlee Van Pelt, QB, Colorado State 
OFFENSE: Adam Hall, QB, San Diego State 
DEFENSE: Jamaal Brimmer, SS, UNLV 
NEWCOMER: Lynell Hamilton, RB, San Diego State 


CHAMPION Liberty Bowl vs. C-USA champion 
MWC #2 Las Vegas Bowl vs. Pac-10 No. 5 
MWC #3 San Francisco Bowl vs. Big East No. 5 


ou 
OL 
PK 
AP 


OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
DB 
DB 
0B 
DB 
P 


Bradlee Van Pelt Sr. 


OFFENSE - First Team 


Colorado State 


DonTrell Moore So. New Mexico 
Brandon Warfield Sr. Utah 
Earvin Johnson Jr. UNLV) 
Chris Pittman Sr. Colorado State 
Joel Dreessen Jr. Colorado State 
Erik Pears Jr. Colorado State 
Brendan Darby Sr. ‘San'Diego State 
Brett Huyser Sr. Air Force 
Jason Lenzmeier Sr. New Mexico 
Scott Jackson Sr. BYU 
Joey Ashcroft Sr. Air Force 
Chance Harridge Sr. Air Force 


DEFENSE - First Team 


Brady Poppinga dr. BYU 
Jason Kaufusi Sr. Utah 
D.J. Renteria Sr. New Mexico 
Daniel Kegler Sr New Mexico) 
Kirk Morrison dr. San Diego State 
‘Adam Seward Jt. UNLV) 
Eric Pauly Sr. Colorado State 
Dexter Wynn Sr. Colorado State 
Jamaal Brimmer Jr. UNLV 
Brandon Ratcliff St.) New Mexico’ 
Jeff Shoate Sr. San Diego State 
Matt Payne Jr BYU) 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB 
RB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
TE 

ou 


Adam Hall Sr. ‘San Diego State 
Larry Croom Sr. UNLV 
Marcus Whalen Jr. BYU 
Jovon Bouknight So. Wyoming 
Ryan McGuffey St. Wyoming 
Bryan Penley dr. New Mexico 
Claude Terrell Jr. New Mexico 
Jesse Underbakke — Sr. Air Force 
Blane Neufeld Sr. Air Force 
Mark Dreyer Sr. Colorado State 
Chris Kemoeatu Jr. Utah 
Dominique Dorsey Jr. UNLV 
Jeff Babcock Jt” Colorado State 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


OL 
OL 
De 
OL 
1B 
LB 
LB 
0B 
DB 
OB 
‘DB 
P 


Ryan lata Sr. San Diego State’ 
Bryan Save Sr. Colorado State 
Dietrich Canterberry Sr. UNLV) 
Monty Coleman Sr. Air Force 
Drew Wood Sr. Colorado State 
Billy Strother Sr. New Mexico 
Paul Walkenhorst Sr. BYU 
Nate Young Sr. Wyoming 
Dave Revill Sr. Utah) 
Aaron Francisco dr. BYU 
Jernaro Gilford Sr BYU! 


Luke Donovan Sr. 


Wyoming 


ir Force is big on mottos, and the 
Falcons couldin’t miss the big sign 
sted when they began offseason 


workouts at 5:30 a.m. — just when most 
college students (although not at the Acad- 
emy) are getting to bed. 

“Unfinished business” was the message 


in the pre-dawn workouts. The early wakeup 
calls served as a reminder to everyone 
retuming from the 8-5 third-place tie in the 
Mountain West. 

AFA opened with a stunning 6-0 record 
before the mid-October showdown with 
then-unbeaten No. 7 Notre Dame. The Fal- 
cons were never the same after the 21-14 
loss. Air Force dropped three straight and 
five of the last seven. 

“If we finished business, we would have 
had 10 wins instead of eight. We have to 
leam to finish,” said AFA coach Fisher 
DeBerry, heading into his 20th campaign. 
It’s a question of how hungry we'll be this 


No one will take the challenge more 
seriously than senior quarterback Chance 
Harridge. He destroyed conventional wis- 


2002: 8-5 overall; 4-3 MWC (T-3rd) 

COACH: Fisher DeBerry - Air Force and 
overall: 149-83-1, 19 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 7 offense, 
8 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATGH: 08 Chance Har- 
ridge, PK Joey Ashcroft, OG Brett Huyser, 
DL Monty Coleman 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Look for AFA to 
put up even more impressive numbers in 
the ground game after leading the coun- 
try last season. Chance Harridge is an 
option OB who comes along only once 
a decade or so. By AFA standards, the 
offensive line experience is unprece- 


AIR FORCE 


© FALCONS 


dom last season that an option quarterback 
can’t be successful in his first year as a starter. 
Before mid-year, longtime AFA observers 
compared him to the Falcons’ wishbone 
magicians of the past. 

Harridge rushed for 22 touchdowns, 
breaking the single-season record for quar- 


Finishing Business Is Order of the Day 


terbacks. He also joined the elite 1,000- 
1,000 club, rushing for 1,229 yards and 
passing for another 1,062 over the 13-game 
campaign. 

There is room for improvement in the 
passing game, particularly the 44-percent 
completion rate. 

“If we don’t pass better, we'll be just an 
average football team,” said DeBerry. “It 
doesn’t mean we'll throw 35 times a game, 
but what the game dictates. We're spending 
more time with quarterbacks to develop 
passing skills, technique and fundamentals.” 

Ex-AFA QB Blane Morgan, a 54 percent 
passer in 1998, is on the coaching staff now 
and spent the spring as Harridge’s personal 
passing tutor. 

It's a tradition around the Academy for 
DeBerry to announce every spring and every 
August that the Falcons will pay more atten- 
tion to the passing game. 


FALCONS 


dented with four returning starters. As an 
extra boost for the offense, Lou Groza 
candidate Joey Ashcroft returns at kicker. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defense will 
be hard pressed to replace Ohio State 
transfer Anthony Schlegel at linebacker. 
A’so, Harridge puts himself in harm's way 
often with his reckless play and there is no 
experience behind him. 

OVERVIEW: The 17 returning starters repre- 
‘sent more experience than coach DeBerry 
would seem to have a right to. That added 
experience could be the difference in level- 
ing out the highs and lows that under- 
mined the Falcons’ 2002 season. 


It's also tradition for the Falcons to finish 
in the top 10 in the NCAA in rushing. Last 
season, AFA led the nation for the first time, 
averaging 307.8 yards per game. 

The idea, as usual, is throw better, not 
necessarily more. 

Everyone is familiar enough with Air 


Force's option concepts, but the standard 
complaint/excuse among opponents is that 
no one has the personnel on scout teams to 
duplicate AFA’s speed and execution. 

At least Harridge is back. The Falcons 
have more retuming personnel than ever 
(17 starters), but the player expected as the 
18th retuming starter made the offseason 
news. Linebacker Anthony Schlegel, who 
more than proved he belonged with the big 
boys in the Notre Dame game, placed foot- 
ball aspirations over a military career that he 
didn’t want, anyway, and transferred to Ohio 
State. 

A first-team All-MWC pick as a sopho- 
more, Schlegel would have been touted for 
All-America honors in 2004, if not this year. 
Schlegel and DeBerry amicably parted com- 
pany with the same party line — the acad- 
emy isn’t for everybody. 

With the shift to a new defensive 
approach similar to New Mexico's, the Fal- 
cons showed the greatest improvement on 
defense last season. AFA reduced its per- 
game allowance by nine points a game from 
2001 — from 32.2 points a game to 23.3. 

Unlike last year's buildup to the Notre 
Dame game — and inevitable ensuing let- 
down — the 2003 schedule is less demand- 
ing. Two years ago, the Falcons opened at 
home with Oklahoma, and last year it was 
Northwestem. This year it’s DeBerry’s alma 
mater, Wofford. 

DeBerry knows that short of scheduling, 
the Denver Broncos that first weekend, any 
Air Force game gets lost in the state on the 
day of the Colorado-Colorado State rivalry. 
He also knows something about unfinished 
business at the end of the year. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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BYU 


C all it Brigham Young's own version 
of the “Terrible Twos” or “Sopho- 
more jinx.” 

Only two men have coached BYU in the 
past 31 seasons, and both suffered losing 
seasons in their second campaign. LaVell 
Edwards, 5-6 his second season in 1973, 


went on to a Hall of Fame 251-95-3 career. 

His successor, Gary Crowton, bolted out 
the blocks in 2001 with 12 straight wins 
before dropping the final two. The Cougars 
never pulled out of the tailspin, limping 
home to 5-7 and a next-to-last place finish in 
the Mountain West Conference. 

Back then, Edwards turned BYU into 
a nationally known offensive force. Thirty 
years later, Crowton raided league rival 
New Mexico's staff for defensive coordina- 
tor Bronco Mendenhall. 

A native of Provo, Mendenhall could- 
n't pass up the chance to go home. 

Mendenhall employs an unorthodox 
3-3-5 blitzing defensive scheme with tons 
of pursuit, The nickel back is the fill-in-the- 
mascot-back, so the Loboback became 
Cougarback. The only nomenclature 
needed for the position is the knowledge 
that Brian Urlacher defined the job during. 
his New Mexico career. 

Urlacher aside, Mendenhall inherits 
more overall talent for his scheme, led by 
‘one of the MWC’s top defensive players, 
junior end Brady Poppinga. Aaron Francisco 
moves into the Cougarback role and hopes 
are pinned on the return of a healthy CB 
Jernaro Gilford. 

The learning phase went well during 
an early spring session. 

In Crowton’s first campaign, BYU eas- 
ily overcame its defensive deficiencies 
with an overwhelming offensive attack 
that led the nation with 46.8 points a 
game. When the quarterback-tailback 
combo of Brandon Doman and Luke Staley 
departed and injuries wiped out the right 
side of the offensive line, the Cougars 
slipped to 22.7 points a game. 

When the defense showed improve- 


ment late last season, the offense stood still. 
There was one three-week stretch when the 
Cougars managed 22 points over a three- 
game period. Three games? Just a year ear- 
lier, would have been merely a nice quarter, 
Throw in a few paybacks for 2001 
abuses (Air Force reversed a 63-33 2001 


Trying to Regain that Slippery Momentum 


loss to a 52-9 romp; Colorado State 
avenged a 56-34 defeat with a convincing 
37-10 decision) and it was truly a miser- 
able season for the Cougars. 

BYU only resembled its old offensive 
self against the league's two weakest 
defenses, Wyoming and San Diego State. 

The trouble became apparent in an 
early non-league loss at Nevada. Reluctant 
to pull season starter Bret Engemann for 
either Matt Berry (then a freshman coming 
off a mission), or true freshman Ben Olson 
(who has since left for a mission), Crowton 
finally turned to Berry. 

Consistent help was unavailable from 
the running game, despite decent num- 
bers put up by oft-injured Marcus Whalen, 

Berry used the experience to entrench 
himself as the starter in the spring, while 
freshman John Beck (a returned mission- 
ary) emerged the backup candidate. 
Unlike the last few years going back to the 
end of Edwards’ era, the Cougars have 


2002: 5-7 overall; 2-5 MWC (7th) 
COACH: Gary Crowton - At BYU: 17-9, 
2 years; Overall: 38-22, five years 
| RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 5 offense, 
11 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: DE Brady Pop- 
pinga, S Aaron Francisco, C Scott Jackson, 
CB Jernaro Gilford, LB Paul Walkenhorst 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Everyone is 
back on defense and the top talent is in 
the junior class with Poppinga and Fran- 
cisco. With stability at quarterback and 
NS some healthy running backs, Cougars 


some much needed backfield depth. 
Whalen returns, as does 1999 team rush- 
ing leader Naufahu Tahi. 

The three biggest offensive losses 
from 2002 were tight ends Gabriel Reid 
and Spencer Nead and receiver Reno 
Mahe. The offensive line remains young — 


possibly starting three freshmen — but 
Crowton is encouraged by signs of depth 
developing. There could be a place for the 
Cougars top recruit, 6-3, 320-pound 
offensive guard Ofa Mohetau, one of the 
top incoming linemen in the country. 

It leaves Crowton with an experi- 
enced defense playing a new scheme and 
a young but not totally inexperienced 
offense. 

In a year when everyone in the MWC 
has at least one quarterback returning 
with some experience, the Cougars are a 
step behind in that department. More- 
over, the receiving corps is largely 
untested save for returned missionary 
Chris Hale who Crowton calls “a home run 
waiting to happen.” 

After a rare down year, BYU is just 
waiting for something to happen. 

— Natalie Meisler 


look good to go. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Brutal sched- 
ule early and late in the season could dis- 
tract this team from the MWC race. All 
those defensive veterans still have to learn 
a different system under new coordinator 
Bronco Mendenhall. Receivers are mostly 
‘untested and starting QB Matt Berry has 
only half a season of starting under his belt, 
OVERVIEW: Cougars won't be as good as 
Crowton’s debut in 2001, but won't be as 
bad as a year ago. One bad year can't 
erase the BYU aura around the league, _ 
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COLORADO STATE 


everyone picking Colorado State to 
‘win the Mountain West Conference for 
the fourth time in five years. Lubick is strictly 
old school when it comes to avoiding the 
onus of being a preseason favorite. 
His senior quarterback, Bradlee Van Pelt, 


Ss Lubick grimaces at the thought of 


is all new school - on the field as the com- 
plete run-pass package and off-the-field 
speaking from the heart. He can fire off bul- 
letin board fodder as easily as he barks the 
signals for a winning touchdown drive, 

“I don't care where we're picked,” said 
Van Pelt. “I know what this team is capable 
of. The people picking us know what we 
have in this organization. It’s not the first 
time Colorado State is picked to win and 
won't be the last time.” 

Lubick and Van Pelt had regular Monday 
moming quarterback chats last season over 
some postgame remark or another. Lubick's 
afterglow from beating Colorado for the third 
time in four years was tempered by Van 
Pelt's suggestion the neighboring rival was 
the worst No. 6 team he ever saw. 

Even on a bye week, Van Pelt couldn't 
stay out of the spotlight, standing on the 
Kansas State sidelines with a friend at a Col- 
orado game. 

Van Pelt transferred to CSU in 2000 
when Michigan State coaches switched him 
to defense in the spring of his freshman year. 
Van Pelt had the last laugh when the Spartan, 
staff was fired amidst several discipline prob- 
lems. 

Last season, he had a 52.3 percent com- 
pletion rate, seven picks and 10 TDs. In one 
midyear stretch, he went 28 quarters (133 
pass attempts) without an interception. 

When the streak was broken in a five-TD 
effort against San Diego State, all Van Pelt 
could do was blame himself for the one 
interception. 

His message for this year is an even big- 
ger leap in improvement. 

“I know what I'm capable of. People 
will be surprised again by how much 
improvement I'll have,” Van Pelt said. 


“It's not about showing other people. It’s 
about showing myself.” 

Van Pelt will be under more pressure 
without 1,601-yard rush Cecil Sapp in the 
backfield, When defenses loaded the box for 
Sapp, Van Pelt mace them pay by unloading 
the ball or scrambling out of trouble. The 


quarterback ran for 11 TDs. 

The quarterback position is one of the 
few not impacted by the biggest turnover in 
Lubick’s staff since he arrived in 1993. 
Defensive coordinator Larry Kerr left for 
UCLA, along with special teams coach Brian 
Schneider. Secondary coach Marvin Sanders 
exited for Nebraska, 

The defensive format, patterned after the 
Tampa Bay zone-blitz theme, won't change 
under new defensive coordinator Steve Sta- 
nard (New Mexico State). Lubick is the de- 
facto co-coordinator on defense. 

Although Lubick's greatest concems 
revolve around the defense, he has three 
senior three-year starters back at linebacker. 
Adam Wade, Drew Wood and Eric Pauly all 
received postseason notice. 

In the just-for-fun department, comer- 
back/return specialist Dexter Wynn will get 
achance on offense, seeing action in the 
spring as a wicle receiver. 


@00B: 10-4, 6-1 MWC (1st) 
(OADM: Sonny Lubick — At CSU: 84-38, 
10 years; Overall; 105-57, 13 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 
7 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS 'TO WATCH: LB Eric Pauly, 


TE Joel Dreessen, OB Bradlee Van Pelt, 
CB/RS/WR Dexter Wynn 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Diversity of the 
offense with Bradlee Van Pelt at quarter- 
back. The senior has the game savvy to 
match his swagger and should be even 
more of a passing threat this season 


“hope they keep him there instead of 
defense, Maybe he'll be too tired for 
returns,” said Air Force's Fisher DeBerry. 

It's the only way to get the ball to Wynn, 
considering opponents prefer to punt away 
from him and avoid his area on defense. 

But for all the experience (16 returning, 


starters), talent and winning tradition, Lubick 
always worries about chemistry and dreads 
the day complacency sets in. 

The complacency antidote has seven let- 
ters - UNLV and TCU. The Rams were 46 
seconds away from an unbeaten MWC 
record when UNLV scored the winning TD 
in the season finale. The offense never came 
close to solving TCU’s defense in a 17-3 Lib- 
erty Bowl loss. 

Those last two losses made for a long, 
off-season after a climbing as high as No. 16 
in the national rankings. 

“The last game was a slap in the face, 

It took three weeks to get over it,” Van Pelt 
said, “It ticked me off so much and made me 
focus on the upcoming season. | told myself 
| was not going to let that happen again.” 

— Natalie Meisler 


a clear-cut successor to RB Cecil Sapp, 

the Rams could have problems keeping | 
defenses honest. The defensive line depth, | 
especially at ends, remains suspect, and 
CSU's pass rush has become amemory. | 
Aso, they'll miss punter Joey Huber’s ability | 
to pin the ball inside the 20. 

OVERVIEW: Although there are some 
vulnerabilities and the rest of the league 
looks solid, Sonny Lubick’s program has 
the tradition and current personnel to 
keep winning the close ones. An 11- or 
12-win season is not out of reach, Any- 
thing less will rate as a disappointment. 
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NEW MEXICO 


cuts LOBOS 


ew Mexico is going to be remem- 
N bered this season as more than just 
the school that produced Brian 
Urlacher and the first female place-kicker in 
Division I-A history. 
If the Lobos continue the trend estab- 
lished over Rocky Long's five-year tenure, 


they will win eight games and challenge 
again for the Mountain West crown. 

Ina move he said won as much positive 
response as negative communications, Long 
rewarded Katie Hnida for a season of work 
in practice with a chance to kick the first PAT 
in the Las Vegas Bowl against UCLA. The 
low trajectory shot was blocked, but Hnida 
became a folk heroine. 

An early season injury to place-kicker 
Wes Zunker left New Mexico without much 
of a kicking game in 2002. The Lobos didn't 
let kicking mishaps, the two-game loss of 
starting quarterback Casey Kelly or an 0-2 
mark against the Sun Belt prevent them 
from mounting a challenge for the MWC 
title. 

The Lobos finished one game and a 22- 
14 loss behind league champion Colorado 
State. 

Ever since Long took over in 1998 and 
bumped through a 3-9 campaign with just 
‘one league win, New Mexico has made 
a gradual climb up the league standings. 
The culmination a season ago was a 7-7 
overall record and 5-2 league effort, and the 
first bowl appearance since 1997, 

It's been a tedious process for Long, 
rewarded with the 2002 MWC Coach of the 
Year award and the sight of a caravan of 
Lobos fans trekking to Las Vegas on Christ- 
mas Day. Football, once an opening act for 
basketball crazy Albuquerque, has tuned 
into the main event. 

Long accomplished the measured rise 
through the years with an unorthodox 
defense and a productive running game. 
The one year Long avoided having to juggle 
two or more quarterbacks, Kelly missed two 
games with a broken arm. He finished big, 
winning five of the last six, including the 


school’s first four-game winning streak in 20 
years. 

With 10 starters back on offense, includ- 
ing Kelly and Freshman of the Year running 
back DonTrell Moore, and seven on defense, 
expectations call for a repeat bow! bid. 

Two of the backfield depth liabilities 


With Success Comes a Different Kind of Angst 


have been answered, with running back 
D.D. Cox and quarterback Tali Ena, who. 
transferred from Oklahoma State and Wash- 
ington State, respectively. 

Significantly, Kelly gets to spend his. 
senior year behind an offensive line return- 
ing intact. 

The defense brings back the best end 
combination in the league in senior D.J. 
Renteria and Daniel Kegler, but longtime 
coordinator Bronco Mendenhall left for BYU. 

Still, it's a high-intensity defense that 
Long directed at Oregon State and UCLA 
before becoming a head coach, and 
Mendenhall's replacement — Osia Lewis — 
is looking for a seamless transition, 

The Lobos are one of only seven teams 
to have finished in the top 30 in total 
defense in each of the past three seasons. 

Gone are the days of sneaking up on 
anyone looking ahead in the schedule, 
Long has worked hard to get New 


2002: 7-7 overall; 5-2 MWC (2nd) 
COACH: Rocky Long - At UNM and overall: 
25-35, 5 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 10 
offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Dontrell 
Moore, SS Brandon Ratliff, DE DJ. Rente- 
tia, QB Casey Kelly 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Lobos have 
‘one of the league's brightest young RBs in 
DonTrell Moore and have added some 
much-needed help in D.D. Cox. The 
defense, however, is what wins games at 
New Mexico and this year will be no 


Mexico near the top of the league and 
knows a new challenge is ahead to stay 
there or improve. 

“We have to play with the same enthu- 
siasm of the last couple of years,” Long said. 
“Idon’t think that will be a problem, but 
some teams that haven't been to a bowl 


often or just had success con't continue to 
work as hard or have the same attitucle. 
That's when things fall apart, but | haven't 
seen any indication of that,” 

The Lobos have shown nothing but 
resiliency through years when the offense 
bogged down during quarterback shufflings. 
New Mexico started well enough last sea- 
son, only to lose explosive runner Quincy 
Wright early. Moore, the most clecorated 
New Mexico recruit in recent years and 
a Parade All-American, stepped in to live 
up to the advance billing. 

He put Roswell, N.M., on the map for 
a homegrown football talent rather than 
extraterrestrial talent, rushing for 1,134 
yards and 13 TDs and finished as the third- 
most productive freshman running back in 
the country. 


— Natalie Meisler 


exception. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The passing 
attack remains inconsistent until proven 
otherwise and no one can run against 
nine in the box forever, More teams will 
respect the Lobos this year coming off 
a bowl appearance. 

OVERVIEW: If the Lobos don't get spoiled 
by their newfound success, they could 
easily be back in a bow this season. 

An experienced defense should be more 
consistent than a year ago, and if Kelly 
continues his progression, they could bat- 
tle for the league title again. : 
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na league where no quarterback con- 
troversy was heard all spring, Utah is 
in an either/or proposition going into 
the fall. 
The pre-spring depth chart reac Lance 
Rice OR Brett Elliott OR Alex Smith. The post- 
spring depth chart finished in a three-way 


dead heat when Smith, a sophomore, 
enjoyed a breakout spring game. 

Rice, a senior, broke into the starting 
lineup late in 2001 only to yield to Elliott late 
last fall when Ron McBride tried everything to 
jumpstart the then 2-6 Utes and save his job. 

McBride accomplished the former — win- 
ning the last three — but not the latter. He 
now serves as linebackers coach at Kentucky. 

Enter Urban Meyer, 39, a former Notre 
Dame assistant who mace every athletic 
director's “hot list” by accumulating a 5-0 
record vs. BCS conference members during 
two-year stints at Bowling Green. 

The former University of Cincinnati defen- 
sive back brought an impressive resume, 
Including the third! leading offense in the 
nation (40.8 points), 2001 Mid-American 
Conference Coach of the Year, and five weeks 
in the Top 25. 

A spate of unfortunate breaks early, an 
inability to win close games and — perhaps 


| 2002: 5-6 overall; 3-4 MWC (T-5th} 
COACH: Urban Meyer — At Utah: Ist year; 
Overall; 17-6, 2 years 
| RETURNING STARTERS: | 2; 6 offense, 
5 defense, | kicker 


| PLAYERS TO WATCH: RBs Marty John- 
son and Brandon Warfield, DE Jason Kau- 
fusi, S Dave Revill 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Meyer brings 
new enthusiasm and a more-explosive 
offensive scheme, but the Utes still must 
rely on defensive holdovers to stay in 


most significantly — dwindling attendance 
doomed McBride. 

The Utes finished strong, however, beat- 
ing bitter rival BYU to finish 5-6, Had Utah 
played a 12-game slate (the Utes were one 
of just a few major-college teams not to 
schedule a 12th regular-season game in 


Can Meyer Bring Offense to Rice-Eccles? 


2001), a 6-6 team could have taken the 
Mountain West's Seattle Bowl bid. Coaches 
in the Mountain West don't get fired for tak- 
ing teams to bowls. 

Rice (whose grandfather is the Rice in 
Utah's Rice-Eccles Staclium) refused to aban- 
don his football dreams when he was 
benched for Elliott. The new staff gave him 
a reprieve and he rewarded the coaches with 
a quick leaming curve in the spring. Yet 
Elliott's scrambling ability couldn't be 
ignored. 

* Rice is the most experienced. 

* Elliott is the best scrambler, certainly an 
asset in Meyer's system. 

* Smith showed that youth can't be over- 
looked, throwing three TD passes on his first 
three drives in the spring game. 

Meyer had no intention of settling the 
position in the spring. There was too much to 
absorb in the new offense and he didn't 
believe it was fair to place that much pressure 
on the group. 

He wanted to keep the competition alive 


games while the offense takes shape. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
line will miss first-round draft pick Jordan 
Gross and will have a big adjustment to the 
new scheme. And there aren't many confi- 
dence-builders in the norleague schedule. 
OVERVIEW: This has all the makings of 
a transition year as the program adjusts to 
anew offense and new coaching style. 
Meyer has proven that he’s a winner and 
he will get the program back on track .. 
although it might take another year. 


through the summer and pre-fall camp. 
Three quarterbacks can create contro- 
versy. Two top-drawer running backs means. 
fresh legs, Meyer inherited a stable with 
Brancion Warfield retuming off second team 
All-Mountain West honors and Marty John- 
son drawing two extra years of eligibility for 


back-to-back seasons with knee surgery. 

Meyer, however, cid not move back 
West (he was Coloraclo State's wicle receivers 
coach from 1990 to ‘95) to tinker with the 
other side of the line. McBride left a legacy of 
dominant defense, first resurrecting Utah's 
fortunes in the mid-90s as a defensive team 
in the then pass-crazy WAC. 

“When you think of Utah football, you 
think of great defense,” said Meyer. 

He retained clefensive coordinator Kyle 
Whittingham, who had been with the pro- 
gram for a clecade, Meyer wasn't one to 
clean house, especially considering he twice 
survived head coaching shakeups at Col- 
oraclo State and Notre Dame prior to his first 
head coaching job at Bowling Green. 

Utah has all the makings of San Diego 
State's situation a year ago when a two-man 
quarterback race wasn't fully settled until the 
fall and a previously run-oriented offense took 
flight. 

It wasn’t difficult for Utah Athletic Direc- 
tor Chris Hill to sell Meyer on the job. 

“Lalways had great respect for Utah. 

I recruited against them long enough. | was 
amazed what a nice city Salt Lake is and how 
hard it is to beat Utah in recruiting,” Meyer 
said. 

He said his family wanted to retum to 
the West, and Utah’s staclium — revamped 
for the 2002 Winter Olympics — aclcled yet 
another selling point. 

Now all he has to do is retum the Utes 
to their prior status as annual conference 
contenders. It won't be easy this season in 
a league with veteran quarterbacks and 
established coaches at all but one other 
school. But Utah's defense won't make it 
easy on anyone else. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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WYOMING 


COWBOYS 


ithout coaching a single down of 
Division I-A football, Joe Glenn is 
already the most popular man to 


take the Wyoming helm since Paul Roach 
lifted the Cowboys to the top of the WAC in 
the late 1980s. 

All Glenn had to do to win over suc- 


cess-starved Wyoming fans was sing the 
Ragtime Cowboy Joe fight song during his 
halftime introduction at a basketball game. 

It will take more than a song and 
dance to restore Wyoming to Mountain 
West contention. But if Glenn coaches half 
as well as he meets and greets the popu- 
lace, the Cowboys will eventually rise up 
from the cellar as they did when the pro- 
gram bottomed out in the early 1970s. 

History shows it can be done, albeit 
in a far different era. Glenn's resume of 
national Division I-AA and Division II 
titles at Montana and Northern Colorado 
offer another good indication. 

Wyoming's most recent legacy is a 1-20 
record against Mountain West Conference 
brethren under Vic Koenning, who is now 
the defensive coordinator at Troy State. 
When the MWC coaching fratemity lam- 
basted the late season ouster, athletic direc- 
tor Lee Moon told the media that naturally 
the other coaches wanted to keep a guy 
around with a 1-20 record. “Give me a 
break,” Moon said with his usual candor. 

When coaches had time to reflect in 
the spring, league favorite Sonny Lubick 
of Colorado State said “Wyoming is going 
to be good.” 

BYU's Gary Crowton offered: “You 
always had to be ready for Wyoming. It's 
a new coaching staff, but many players are 
back. If they can bring in a few new guys, 
and build an attitude early they'll be good.” 

And Air Force's Fisher DeBerry, the 
only coach to lose to Wyoming in the 
Koenning era, (coming off the massive 
Notre Dame letdown) said “Joe is one of 
the best young coaches in the country. He 
brings a lot of energy and enthusiasm to 
make them more competitive.” 


Glenn questions the veracity of all the 
coach-speak. He knows he has a good 
quarterback in senior Casey Bramlet. 

He also knows the program has far to go 
to catch up with the rest of the league. 

“It's like eating an elephant — you 
have to take one bite at a time,” Glenn 


That First Bite of Elephant is Tough 


said. He glows that “Bramlet is special.” 
The 6-4, 230-pound senior rededi- 
cated himself in the weight room. He has 
had to survive brutal poundings, absorbing 
AO sacks a year ago and 31 the previous 
year. Bramlet, who threw for 3,290 yards 
and 24 TDs, and picked off 18 times. 
Wyoming's pass-oriented offense 
won't change drastically, although Glenn 
would like to use more two-back forma- 
tions. He's analyzed enough film and 
statistics to realize there's some hope, 
especially with Derek Armah carrying the 
ball. Continually playing from behind, 
Wyoming didn't have much chance to 
showcase the running back last season. 
Next priority is a defense that, despite 
some individual talents (linebacker Tyler 
Gottschalk, safety Nate Young) is primarily 
responsible for the Cowboys’ futility. 
“We'll see if we can do better than 
giving up 36 points a game,” said Glenn. 
“It's not just the defense but the offense 


COWBOYS 


2002: 2-10 overall; 1-6 MWC (8th) 

COACH: Joe Glenn, At Wyoming and 
overall: Ist year in Division LA 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 7 offense, 
8 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Casey Bram- 


let, WR Ryan McGuffey, LB Tyler Gottschalk, 
S Nate Young 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The quarter- 
back, passing game and receivers belie 
the woeful record of the past three years. 
And the enthusiasm new coach Glenn is 


infusing into the program can't be bad ... 


too. You can't keep putting the defense in 
harm's way (with turnovers).” 

Besicles some experience on the roster, 
Glenn is also ahead of Koenning from the 
scheduling perspective. There is no Ten- 
nessee or Washington on this year's slate. 

“I've got a feeling there's a great sense 


of hope and desire to get a win early. They 
weren't light years away,” Glenn said. “They 
need a new vision. | hope we can build 

a team culture. There's a lot of little things 
involved.” 

It was the little things, not being able 
to finish, no place-kicking game, inoppor- 
tune turnovers, and just plain bad luck 
that kept the Cowboys on the losing side 
of the ledger in 2002. 

Unlike many leagues with last-place 
teams providing automatic wins, nearly 
everyone in the MWC had to work to beat 
Wyoming, came within eight points of every 
MWC opponent except New Mexico. 

All Glenn has to do is get the Cow- 
boys over the hump and Wyoming fans 
can return to worrying about losing a 
coach to another program (Joe Tiller, Den- 
nis Erickson, Fred Akers, Pat Dye) instead 
of firing a coach. 

— Natalie Meisler 


particularly with a schedule that at least 
offers some hope. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The kicking 
game is still unproven and the defense 
has a long way to go to catch up with 
the rest of the league. 

OVERVIEW: Players have little idea about 
the concept of winning, but a new staff 
will teach them otherwise. Wyoming 
should put up even bigger passing num- | 
bers this season but needs help from 
a defense that's been lacking direction for ) 
years. 


2003 
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f you're one for statistical data, the 
|| Western Athletic Conference produces 
some extreme numbers. 

Last year, Boise State and Hawaii fin- 
ished first and second nationally in total 
offense, generating nearly 1,000 yards 
a weekend between them. 

Conversely, Texas-El Paso was one spot 
from the bottom of 117 Division I-A schools 
in scoring defense, yielding 42.6 points 
a game. 

San Jose State was in an identical posi- 
tion (1 16th) against the pass and was 115th 
in total defense, giving up 493.4 yards every 
60 minutes. 

Granted, this volatile mix plays well in 
cities with Arena Football. But like ArenaBall, 


GOOD NEWS 


bl potent offense. 


2 Fresno State ore fun on football field. 


Defense may actually be better than 


Top offensive weapons back for 


it's sometimes hard to take the WAC seri- 
‘ously ... like they're using aluminum bats or 
something. 

Three schools have tried to change that 
way of thinking in the 21st century. Unfortu- 
nately outposts like Boise, Idaho, Fresno, 
Calif., and Honolulu don’t get a lot of playing 
time back East or in the Midwest. 

‘What folks do see at midnight on ESPN 
is something similar to an out-of-whack pin- 
ball machine expecting to hit “Tilt” at any 
minute. 

At any rate, the edge in the league race 
goes to June Jones and the Rainbow War- 
riors. They host Fresno State and Boise State. 
Bulldogs coach Pat Hill has never had much 
‘success in Oahu, and the Broncos are due in 


WAC Picks 


BAD NEWS 
Vaunted offensive line left three 
huge holes to fill. 


Tennessee, Oregon State, Oklahoma 
fill out difficult schedule. 


Potent scoring attack loses too 


Picki ig the 


One of three returning offensive 
starters is QB Ryan Dinwiddie. 
The Wolf Pack returns more starters 
‘than any other team. 

Second-year man Phil Bennett has 
Ponies riding in right direction. 


QB Luke McCown is a bright spot in 
Silas ork Louisiana Tech’s game plans. 


Quarterback Scott Rislov is steady 
pi Sea es oe under center. 


RB Robbie Beck, OB Kyle Herm can 
Tush with the best of them. 


RB Howard Jackson gives the Min- 
ers solid ground game. 


Plenty of starters return on both 
sides of the ball. 


3. Boise State 


4, Nevada 


5. SMU 


9, UTEP 


10. Tulsa 


many pieces to be effective. 


Loss of WR Nate Burleson will imit 
offensive productivity. 

Schedule filled with too many Big 12 
bullies early on. 

Not enough depth on defense for 
realistic title run. 

Games at Florida and Stanford could 
flatten depth. 

With only three starters back, 
defense young, untested. 

Too many quarterbacks running 
around for coach Gary Nord. 


It's hard to shake that losing feeling; 
Tulsa won once in 2002. 


Call lt Xtreme Football 


December for an ESPN broadcast that promises 
to be entertaining. 

That's not to say that a team from back in 
the pack won't step forward to steal the prize. 
Nevada retums the most starters and San Jose 
State only has one unwinnable game —a trip to 
The Swamp to play the Florida Gators. 

Louisiana Tech won't be bad, despite that 
‘opener against Miami (Fla.). And Southern 
Methodist and Rice are a Texas two-step wait- 
ing to happen. But it really comes down to the 
big three ... um, let's make that “Medium 
Three” ... of Boise, Fresno and Hawaii. 

And that 5,000-mile home-field advantage 
pushes the Warriors somewhere over the rain- 
bow. 

— Paul Arnett 


OUR CALL 
June Jones wins first outright title in fifth year as 
coach. 


Dreaded Honolulu trip keeps Fresno State from cham- 
pionship. 

League road games keep Broncos from successful 
title defense. 

Quality wins a must if Nevada is to play with the big 
boys. 


‘Mustangs aren't too far removed from WAC's upper 
echelon. 


Can't expect a big rebound from disappointing 2002 
campaign. 


Third year not a charm for gritty head coach Fitz Hill. 


itll take more than one season to develop required 
experience. 


It will take more time before Miners find themselves. 


The Golden Hurricane isn't ready to challenge for any- 
thing. 


Lindy’s 2003 
ALL-WAC TEAM 


Aug. 23 Grambling at San Jose State UNLV at Nevada 
‘Aug. 30 Fresno State at Tennessee Nevada at Washington 


Sept. San Jose State at Stanford Fresno State at Hawaii QB Ryan Dinwiddie Boise State 


Sept.13 Fresno State at Oklahoma Boise State at Brigham Young a CGE? le , fresno orm 


Sept.13 Hawaii at Southern California Boise State at Fresno State WR Bernard Berrian Fresno State 


wai WR Marque Davis . Fresno State 
Sept. 20 Boise State at Oregon State Nov. 29 Alabama at Hawaii TE Caleb Blankenship Tulsa 


Sept.20 Texas at Rice Dec. 6 Boise State at Hawaii Cc Ben Stephens . Rice 
Oct. 4 Fresno State at Colorado State OL John Tennert 5 Nevada 
OL Joseph Hayes . San Jose State 
OL Harvey Dahl cs Nevada 
OL Trey Darilek i UTEP 
PK — Josh Scobee = Louisiana Tech 
AP David Mikell és Boise State 


DEFENSE - First Team 
1, Bernard Berrian Fresno State Most explosive player in the league. 


2. Ryan Dinwiddie Boise State Cool customer with an accurate arm. DL Isaac Sopoaga Sr. Hawaii 
3. Jorge Cordova Nevada Explosive off the edge; led league in sacks. DE Derek Kennard Sr. Nevada 
4. Luke McCown La. Tech ‘Strong arm capable of producing big plays. DL Jorge Cordova Nevada 
5. Travis LaBoy Hawaii When healthy, none better pursuing the OB. DL Travis LaBoy a Hawaii 
6. Chance Kretschmer RB Nevada Big back is tough to bring down. LB Jeff Vanover : Rice 
7. Isaac Sopoaga = DE Hawaii Very tough to block on obvious passing downs. LB Andy Avalos ) Boise State 
8. Rotiney Davis RB Fresno State Ran for almost 1,600 yards in 2002. LB Bryce McGill . Fresno State 
9. Gabe Franklin DB Fresno State Eight interceptions last season. CB Kelvin Millhouse 5 Hawaii 
10. David Mikel! CB Boise State Has developed into a fine all-purpose back. CB Gabe Franklin é Boise State 
SS James Sanders . Fresno State’ 
FS Gerald Jones Sr. San Jose State 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Luke McCown Sr. Louisiana Tech 
RB Eric Richardson — Sr. Tulsa 
RB Robbie Beck Sr. Rice 
WR Jeremiah Cockheran Sr. Hawaii 
WR__Chris Norwood Sr. Louisiana Tech 
TE Jonas Crafts Jr. UTEP 
c Steve Reindl Sr. SMU 
OL Uriah’ Moenoa) Jr. Hawaii 
OL Michael Gilmore Sr. Louisiana Tech 
OL Alan Parker Sr. Nevada 
OL Logan Mankins Jr. Fresno State 
PK Justin Ayat Jr Hawaii 
AP = Howard Jackson =r. UTEP 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


Most Accurate Passer Ryan Dinwiddie Boise State 
Strongest Arm Luke McCown Louisiana Tech 
Best Scrambler Tyler Gooch Tulsa 
Coolest in the Clutch Ryan Dinwiddie Boise State 
Toughest to Bring Down Chance Kretschmer Nevada 
Best Hands Chris Norwood Louisiana Tech 
Most Dangerous Deep Threat Bernard Berrian Fresno State 
Best Pass Blocker Harvey Dahl Nevada 
Best Run Blocker Ben Stephens Rice 
Best Pass Rusher Jorge Cordova Nevada 
Best Cover Corner Gabe Franklin Boise State 
Special Teams Demon Hyrum Peters Hawaii 


MVP: Ryan Dinwiddie, OB, Boise State 
OFFENSE: Bernard Berrian, WR, Fresno State DL __Dane Oldham i Boise State 


DEFENSE: DL Lance Samuseva ie Hawaii 
sree Conus DE, Neva DL Julius Brown __ Boise State 
NEWCOMER: Wille Johnson, WR, Nevada Philip Perry’ San Jose State 
Daryl Towns % Nevada 
Brian Bischoff Z SMU 
Tim Woddard % UTEP 
CHAMPION Silicon Valley Classic vs. Big Ten Jahmal Fenner é UTEP. 

5 Darrell Wimberly Tulsa 
WAC #2 Humanitarian Bowl vs. MWC or ACC team IES : Hawaii 
WAC #3 Hawaii Bowl vs. Conference USA Michael Johnson - Louisiana Tech 


back with a vengeance, the way they 
did the last time they struggled 
through a losing season. 
Remember, after going 2-9 in 2000, 
they ricocheted back to go 8-4 in 2001. 
And so when they stumbled to a 4-7 season 


T he Rice Owls would love to bounce 


in 2002, a 2003 worthy of bowl considera- 
tion should be in the offing for Ken Hatfield 
... they hope. 

But those bowl plans might want to be 
scaled back some. For Rice to have a winning 
season, the Owls must overcome the loss of 
eight defensive starters, including four in the 
secondary and their all-time leading sacker 
.-. and the loss of two offensive line starters, 
its tight end and two running backs. 

The good news for Hatfield and com- 
pany is that the Owls will always be what the 
Owls are. They will be a grind-it-out offense 
that confuses teams with the triple option 
and tries to play mistake-free football. 

With Rice's limitations, that’s the way it 
has to be every year. The Owls aren't blessed 
with the ability to recruit just anyone. Adjust- 


3 defense, punter, kicker 

| PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Kyle Herm, 
LB Jeff Vanover, OL Ben Stephens, 
RB Robbie Beck, WR Marcus Battle 


‘once again be among the national rush- 
ing leaders. The triple-option attack pro- 
duced eight backs with at least 100 yards 
a year ago. Beck is the leader of a run- 
ning stable that includes the athletic Herm 
at OB and an offensive line returning 
three senior starters. 


ing to classroom life at one of the most 
Tespected universities in the country is just as 
difficult for football players as the adjustment 
from high school ball to Division |. 

Because of the school's restrictions, Hat- 
field doesn't recruit junior college players. 
And, he doesn’t normally have the size and 


speed that even other teams in the WAC 
have. 

“We like to focus on what we have 
instead of what we don’t have,” Hatfield 
said. 

What Hatfield does have is experience 
on the offensive line, a shifty quarterback 
suited to run the option and his leading 
rusher retuming. 

QB Kyle Herm is a senior who has been 
starting off and on since his freshman year. 
At5-8, 175, he doesn’t run over anyone. 
However, he has the speed to get around 
the end on the option. 

He ran for 416 yards a year ago, includ- 
ing 102 against Louisiana Tech in a game 
in which he also threw for 137 yards. Herm, 
who will throw even more this year, com- 
pleted just under 50 percent of his passes 
last year with 685 yards and four touch- 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Rice has only 
three starters returning from the WAC's 
second-best defense, one apiece on the 
line, at linebacker and in the secondary. 
The defensive line was especially hit hard 
with the loss of end Brandon Green, the 
schools all-time sack leader. 

OVERVIEW: There is experience at quarter- 
back, offensive line and running back, but 
little anywhere else. The offensive skill 
Positions and the deceptiveness of the 
triple option will have to carry the Owls, 
especially early while the defense finds 
new leadership. The schedule is friendly 
the first two weeks before Rice gets major 


downs. 

The Owls can throw more because of 
the emergence of sophomore Marcus Battle. 
Asa true freshman, Battle caught 26 passes 
for 430 yards, the most ever for a Rice 
freshman. 

Lining up behind Herm is Robbie Beck, 


a bowling-ball fullback who led the team in 
2002 with 601 yards, one of eight Rice play- 
ers to have at least 100 yards. Ed Bailey, Clint 
Hatfield, Jordan Kramer and Thomas Lott will 
all get carries this year in the Owls’ three- 
back look. Greg Henderson, the Owls’ sec- 
ond-leading rusher while playing 10 games 
at quarterback last season, will also figure 
into the mix. 

Up front, Rice lost both starting guards, 
but has seniors Ben Stephens, Mike Holman 
and Chris DeMunbrun back to lead a rushing 
attack that was sixth in the nation a year ago. 

Defensively, Rice was the second-best 
WAC unit, giving up the second-fewest 
touchdowns in the league. This year, though, 
the defense will have a much different look. 

Up front, Rice has to find a replacement 
on the edge for Brandon Green, who left as 
the school’s all-time leading sacker. John 
Syptak likely moves into Green's spot with 
fellow sophomore Thadis Pegues on the 
other side. Retuming starter Jeremy Calahan 
is back at tackle and Rishone Evans will step 
in at nose guard. 

The line will have time to adjust with Jeff 
Vanover at linebacker. The second-team. 
All-WAC choice led the team with 92 tack- 
les. Though he’s not enormous at 210 
pounds, he moves well in the middle and 
will have to be a leader. 

The Owls will experience growing pains 
in the secondary, where they lost four 
starters. Junior CB Raymorris Bares is the 
only starter retuming. 

Brennan Landry is back after making 
eight of 15 field goal attempts and leading 
the team in scoring in 2002. Brandon Skeen, 
who has punted in the past, takes over the 
regular duties for the departed Travis Hale. 

— Cody Monk 
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SMU 


~# MUSTANGS 


.a year ago. The former Kansas State 
defensive coordinator had never been 
ahead coach and walked into a situation 
where not much was expected. 
A year later, Bennett has leamed from 
the rookie mistakes of a 3-9 season. The 


S:: coach Phil Bennett had a free pass 


Refusing to be Grounded 


thing that hasn't changed about Bennett is 
his enthusiasm for SMU. He's proud to be a 
Mustang and proud to have been given the 
opportunity to revive a program that has had 
one winning season since 1989. 

Bennett, a former Texas A&M player, 
has deep ties to Texas high school football. 
His brother is a coach in the Dallas area, and 
another brother (Jerry) joined him on SMU's 
staff after a 20-plus year high school run in 
East Texas. When Bennett was at Kansas 
State he made his name by plucking quality 
players out of Texas. 

In his first full recruiting year, Bennett 
signed the Mustangs’ best class since the 


GOAGH: Phil Bennett - At SMU and overall: 
3-9, | year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 8 offense, 
8 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Keylon 
Kincade, WR Chris Cunningham, 
CB/KR Jonas Rutledge, DT Allan Adami, 
LB Brian Bischoff, QB Richard Bartel, 
LB Don leremia-Stansbury 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Kincade is 
a workhorse. He had a school-record 327 
carries in 2002, including a record 46 in 
a game against Louisiana Tech. Kincade 
may carry even more of the load if the 
passing game doesn't get on track. 

PROBLEMS: SMU finished 
\_ last in the WAC in scoring last season and 


heyday of the mid-’80s. 

“Certainly | wish we would have had 
more success last year, but I've leamed from 
some of our mistakes,” Bennett said. “We 
have a foundation in place. Now it is time to 
start building on it.” 

That foundation begins on offense, 


where the Ponies have four retuming starters 
on the offensive line and workhorse running 
back Keylon Kincade. Kincade averaged 107 
yards a game on the ground and set a school 
record for carries last season. 

The problem was that if Kincade wasn’t 
running the ball the Mustangs weren't mov- 
ing. The Ponies finished last in the league 
and No. 113 of 117 Division I teams, averag- 
ing 17.2 points a game. Much of the scoring 
woes were because the quarterback situation 
wasn't settled until the season's eighth 
game. 

Bennett began the season with Tate 
Wallis as the starter, but Wallis struggled to 
get on track. It didn’t help matters that Wallis 
was working with a young receiving corps 
missing its leader, Chris Cunningham, who 


MUSTANGS 


had almost a non-existent passing game. 
Now that the new coaching staff is done 
with a year-long feeling-out process, Bar- 
tel is their guy. He was inconsistent in five 
starts a year ago. He simply has to be bet- 
ter so Kincade doesn't have to carry the 
ball so much. 

OVERVIEW: The Ponies started 0-7 last sea- 
son, but won three of the last five. Bennett 
is a master at convincing people the Mus- 
tangs are headed in the right direction. 

He does it so well that he hauled in SMU's 
best recruiting class in 20 years. Some of 
those new players may have to contribute 
if the Mustangs are going to break even 
this year. The schedule isn't easy with five 
bow! teams and opening the year with 
three straight Big 12 opponents. 


missed 2002 with a broken foot. 

Against Louisiana Tech, Richard Bartel 
got his shot. The former Cincinnati Reds draft 
pick led SMU to a win, breaking the Mus- 
tangs’ seven-game losing streak, He went 
3-2 asa starter and threw for more than 200 
yards three times. 


by Reality 


With Bartel entrenched and Kincade 
leading a stable of running backs that 
includes ShanDerrick Charles, who set an 
SMU freshman rushing record two years ago, 
the focus early will be on improving the 
passing game. The retum of Cunningham, 
the team’s leader the last three years, adds 
stability to a young receiving corps. 

Bennett had a reputation at Kansas State 
for fast, overpowering defenses. With eight 
starters back, including veterans in the front 
seven and secondary, the Mustangs should 
be among the WAC's top units. 

Tackle Allan Adami posted numbers a 
year ago not normally seen from an interior 
lineman. He was second on the team in tack- 
les and led the team in tackles for a loss 
with 13.5. Defensive end Don leremia-Stans- 
bury is undersized (6-2, 245), but improved 
dramatically last year after being moved from 
linebacker to end. 

At linebacker, Vic Viloria is gone, but 
four-year starter Brian Bischoff and D.D. John- 
son should take up the slack. The linebacking 
corps has four players retuming who started 
last year, including D.D. Lee, who started the 
final three games when Viloria was injured. 

In the WAC, the Mustangs must be 
effective against the pass. Jonas Rutledge 
and Ruben Moodley are both senior corer- 
backs. Rutledge, an exciting kick returner, 
was a first-team all-league comer in 2001, 
but had only one interception in 2002. 

Because the offense is likely to sputter 
early, the kicking game has to improve. SMU 
made only eight field goals a year ago, with 
a long of just 32 yards. Trent Stephenson, 
who made seven field goals, is gone. The job 
likely falls to freshman Ryan Wolcott with 
Chris MdMurtray handling kickoffs. 

— Cody Monk 
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ew Tulsa coach Steve Kragthorpe 
N= college at Eastern New 
Mexico and West Texas A&M, 
neither of which will be nominated for 
any beautiful campus awards. 
Both are located in the Llano Esta- 
cado, the stretch of badlands running 


through the northern parts of New Mex- 
ico and into Texas where the challenge is 
to breathe more air than dirt. 

Kragthorpe, who is taking over for 
Keith Burns, thrived in college and has 
accepted another similar challenge: Keep 
moving the Golden Hurricane along while 
getting sand kicked in his face for a while. 
Kragthorpe, a former Buffalo Bills quarter- 
backs coach who helped put Drew Bled- 
soe back on the NFL map last season, has 
been put in charge of a program that has 
won only two games the past two years. 

He is also familiar with his surround- 
ings, serving as offensive coordinator at 
Texas A&M from 1997-2000 and was an 


assistant at North Texas from 1994-95. 


2002: 1-11 overall;1-7 WAC (I-9th) 

COACH: Steve Kragthorpe — At Tulsa and 
overall: Ist year 

| RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 9 offense, 

7 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: C8 Tyler Gooch, 
RB Eric Richardson, LB Jorma Bailey, 
WR Romby Bryant, CB Darrell Wimberly, 
WR Montiese Culton 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Golden 
Hurricane have almost all their offensive 
Production returning. Culton and Bryant 
are both tall receivers that developed into 
reliable targets a year ago. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Kragthorpe is 


He understands that winning at Tulsa 
means beating the same recruiting trail 
he did when he was at A&M and UNT. 
Kragthorpe understands it so well 
that he hired Todd Graham as his defen- 
sive coordinator. Graham ran a highly 
successful high school program in the 


Dallas suburbs before spending the past 
two years at West Virginia. He is highly 
respected among Texas high school 
coaches. 

While it will take time for the new 
staff to form a foundation, Tulsa has expe- 
rienced players that should pick up the 
system fast. On offense, the Golden Hur- 
ricane returns 95 percent of its offensive 
production from a year ago. Tulsa did fin- 
ished No. 105 in the country in total 
offense, but the experience is there. 

QB Tyler Gooch (5-11, 188) is under- 
sized, but he gives Kragthorpe an experi- 
enced leader. He threw for 2,100 yards 
last yea with only eight interceptions. 

His two main targets, Romby Bryant 
and Montiese Culton, combined for over 
1,000 yards and 11 touchdowns a year 


players Kragthorpoe is relying on have been 
there during the trying times. Tulsa is thin on 
the defensive line and will have trouble stop- 
ping the run, just like it did a year ago when 
the Golden Hurricane finished No. 114 out 
of 117 Division | teams in rush defense. 
OVERVIEW: Kragthorpe is going to go 
through struggles in his rookie season. 
In addition to the normal feeling-out 
process, Tulsa lacks a big playmaker on 
both sides. The Golden Hurricane open 
with two road paydays (Minnesota, Arkan-| 
Sas) before winnable games against 
Southwest Texas and Arkansas State, part 
of a three-game homestand. If Tulsa does- 


ago. Tight end Caleb Blankenship should 
catch more than the 25 he caught in 
2002. 

In the backfield, Eric Richardson 
needs a big year so Gooch isn’t forced to 
make plays. Richardson ran for 957 yards 
a year ago, but struggled with consis- 


tency. He had four 100-yard games, 
but sometimes was a forgotten weapon. 

The only two offensive starters not 
retuming are on the line. Six of the 12 
returning lettermen are at least 300 
pounds, including guard Matt Black, 
who, along with tackle Austin Chadwick 
and Derek Warehime. 

The defense struggled a year ago, 
finishing 109th in total defense. 

The scheme changes to a 3-3-5 look 
that should help hide the lack of size up 
front. The scheme allows Tulsa to focus 
on stopping the pass while containing the 
tun. The Golden Hurricane needs several 
young players, including Lui Saafi, John 
Mila and Ryan Garrett, to add size up 
front. 

Linebacker Jorma Bailey (5-11, 199) 
will end up making more tackles than his 
71 in 2002. Tulsa also needs a big year 
from Brendan Swisher, who played in 
2002, but is still working his way back 
into the mix after serving a two-year 
church mission. 

The secondary has nine players back 
from a unit that finished among the top 
45 in the country. FS Jeff Thibodeaux 
(6-0, 174) led the team in interceptions 
and was fourth in tackles a year ago. 
Once again, size is a concern, especially if 
the secondary has to make a lot of plays. 
Kedrick Alexander, who started as a true 
freshman, will be the roving, fifth defen- 
sive back. Corners C.J. Scott and Sherman 
Steptoe were solid in 2001, but both bat- 
tled injuries a year ago. 

Punter Cort Moffitt is back as is place- 


ajfookie coach in a'tough spot. Tusa is 2-21 Aidetawinin'these Wo Games MANG 4: Brad DeVault, who made seven of 
A. over the past two years and many ofthe one in the WAC will probably betough. 1 19 field goals in 2002. 

. — Cody Monk 
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UTEP 


MINERS. 


ary Nord has had better years. 
Just two seasons ago, Nord was 
a rookie coach, named WAC Coach of 
the Year after leading a senior-lacen team to 
a bowl game. Fast forward two years and 
Nord is still attacking the job with a rookie’s 
enthusiasm ... but 2003 will be yet another 


rebuilding year in El Paso. 

Nord has mace a commitment to 
develop not only a team, but a program. 

He didn't want to go the quick fix, junior 
college route. He wanted to begin develop- 
ing relationships with high school coaches 
and begin to establish UTEP as the kind of 
family atmosphere players sought out. 

UTEP is coming off a year in which its 
quarterbacks suffered multiple injuries and 
doesn't have an established starter. The 
returning wideouts have a combined two 
career touchdowns. The defense was one of 
the nation’s worst last year. Size is a concern 
on the offensive and defensive lines as well. 

Nord said he understood that when he 
made a commitment to youth he was going, 
to take his lumps. He said he understood it 
was going to take patience. After last season, 
the man deserves some sort of award for 
that patience. 

The Miners only Division | victory was 
against Rice. UTEP lost five in a row to end 
the season, including several lopsided 
scores, 

Just as he's had better years than last 
year, Nord certainly has had better months 
than last September. The Miners lost four 
games, giving up 77, 68, 31 and 58 points. 

“At times last year it looked like we 
were fielding a JV team,” Nord said. “At least 
now we have juniors and seniors.” 

The bulk of that experience is on an 
offensive line that will have to provide lead- 
ership for a young quarterback and under- 
sized running back. Guard Robert Clayton, 
center Chris Kerr and tackle Trey Darilek give 
the Miners a solid right side. 

Darilek is a four-year starter and one of 
only two UTEP players even mentioned for 
postseason WAC honors a year ago. He has 


made 30 career starts and needs to be 
a security blanket for a quarterback position 
rattled by injuries last year. 

Both Orlando Cruz and Jon Schaper suf- 
fered season-ending injuries. Schaper started 
the year, but broke his shoulder against New 
Mexico State. Cruz went down with a tom 


ACL in the win over Rice, forcing walk-on 
Omar Duarte to start the last five games. 

He threw for 1,000 yards, didn't throw an 
interception in the final three games and was 
given a scholarship after the season. 

Schaper will likely start the year, but may 
not finish it. The Miners would like to see if 
freshman Jordan Palmer has some of his 
brother's arm in him. Palmers brother Carson 
won the 2002 Heisman Trophy at USC. 

Howard Jackson showed flashes of 
excitement, finishing seventh in the WAC in 
rushing. The question is whether his 5-10, 
155-pound frame can hold up. 

On the outside, the Miners need help. 
Chris Francies and Jacob Gonzales are the 
only retuming receivers who caught a touch- 
down pass in 2002. Dirk Dillard and Will 
Smith have played the past two years, but 
need to show they can play a bigger role. 


2002: 2-10 overall; 1-7 WAC (T-9th) 

COACH: Gary Nord — At UTEP and overall: 
12-23, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: DB Tim 
Woodard, RG Robert Clayton, P Bryce 
Benekos, DL Dan Kerr, RT Trey Darilek, 
RB Howard Jackson, K Keith Robinson 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offensive 
line is one of the most experienced in the 
leaque. RG Robert Clayton, RT Trey Dar- 
ilek and C Chris Kerr have 75 combined 
Starts in their careers, 30 of which come 
from Darilek, Robinson is a good long- 
range kicker. He was five for six from 


Defensively, the Miners just need to for- 
get last season. UTEP gave up 40 or more 
points six times. 

Up front, there is experience. Dan Kerr 
and Sam Clarke are both three-year starters. 
Once again, the question is injuries. Clarke, 
who missed most of last year with a shoulder 


injury, is moving from tackle to end. 

Because of the need to get more pres- 
sure, linebackers who will be more involved 
in the eight-man front. Robert Rodriguez. 
needs to return to his 2001 form, when he 
led the WAC in tackles. 

Rover Tim Woodard is UTEP's leading, 
retuming tackler, but the left comer spot is 
a major concem. The Miners looked into the 
junior college ranks for an apparent solution, 
snagging Adrian Ward, the likely starter. 

Bryce Benekos and Keith Robinson are 
two of the WACSs better specialists. Benekos. 
‘was second in the league in punting last 
year. Robinson beat Rice with a 59-yard field 
goal and was five for six from beyond 40 
yards. He has hit 55 of 56 career PATs. 

— Cody Monk 


beyond 40 yards last year, including 
a 59-yarder to beat Rice. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: UTEP needs 
a quarterback to establish himself early to 
give the offense a leader. The schedule 
helps and hurts, with seven home games, | 
but the Miners have WAC standard-bear- 
ers Hawaii and Boise State on the road. 

OVERVIEW: How well the Miners do 
depends on how well the quarterback 
situation and depth in the secondary are 
resolved. UTEP will play an eightman. 
front to help offset a lot of their defensive 
backfield concerns. But, the Miners have 
to find a steady, offensive leader in order 
to.climb out of the WAC basement. 
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uring Art Briles’ 15-year run as 
D a Texas high school football coach, 
there was no middle ground. Folks 
either admired Houston's first-year head 
coach or, as per custom in Texas, held their 
tongues if nothing nice was going to be said. 
Most of the animosity toward Briles 


came because he took teams with precious 
few athletes and tumed them into four-time 
Texas state champions. 

The jeers also came because no team 
ever figured out how to stop Briles’ up- 
tempo, no-huddle offense that turned quar- 
terbacks into on-field offensive coordinators, 
putting pressure on the defense. 

Now, he will get his first opportunity as 
a college head coach. Briles, a former 
receiver at Houston, has an exciting quarter- 
back retuming from an injury (Barrick Nealy) 
and Conference USA's leading retuming 
receiver (Brandon Middleton). 


} 2002: 3-9 overall; 3-5 CUSA (T-6th) 
COACH: Art Briles — At Houston and 
overall: Ist year 
| RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 6 offense; 
8 defense, kicker, punter 
| PLAYERS TO WATGH: 08 Barrick Nealy, 
] WR Brandon Middleton, TE Stephen 
Cucci, C Al James, G Rex Hadnot, 
| DE Farouk Adelekan, S Jermain Woodard 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS; Middleton is the 
top returning receiver in CUSA. He will 
thrive in Briles’ wide-open, no-huddle 
offense, Hadnot is an experienced guard 
who moved over to center at the end of 
last year after James was hurt. His 23 career 
starts are much-needed experience on an 
offensive line that is replacing three starters. 
| POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Cougars 
are switching from Dana Dimel's 42 


HOUSTON 


“When we only get 25 seconds between 


plays, we're only going to take 16," Briles 
said. “Because we want more plays. More 
plays equal more touchdowns.” 

To avoid early struggles with the new 
offense, the Cougars must settle their quar- 
terback question. A year ago, Nealy, an ath- 


letic playmaker, became the first redshirt 
freshman quarterback to start a season 
opener. However, he tore his ACL in the 
fourth game of the year against Texas and 
missed spring practice. 

Nick Eddy took over and finished with 
16 touchdowns and 2,054 yards, including 
358 against South Florida. Nealy fits better 
into Briles’ offense. 

The receiving corps has problems, but 
Middleton is a nice foundation. He averaged 
over 24 yarcls per catch last season, the best 
in the nation among retuming receivers. 

With the short, quick passes of the new 
offense, Middleton won't make as many big 
plays, but should make more catches. 


COUGARS 


defense to a 4-3. In addition to the grow- 
ing pains that come with a new align- 
ment and new coach, there is little 
experience in a Cougars’ secondary that 
has to replace safety Hanik Milligan, a first- 
team all-conference performer. 

OVERVIEW: The Cougars will be fun to 
watch. Briles’ system isn’t the old run-and- 
shoot of the Houston teams of yore, but 
UH will put up points. The quarterback sit- 
uation is unsettled and Nealy missing 
spring practice with an injury put him 
behind Eddy in learning a complex 
offense. There is a payday game at Michi- 
gan and Mississippi State comes to Hous- 
ton. If the Cougars can split those games 
and the defense adjusts to the new 
scheme, Briles could have a winning sea- 
son in his first year. 


That will put pressure on tight ends Jon 
Clark and Stephen Cucci, who combined for 
25 receptions in 2002. 

Running back Joffrey Reynolds finished 
No. 3 on Houston's all-time all-purpose 
yards list. Sophomore Anthony Evans steps 
in, but the position isn’t utilized much in an 


offense that often empties the backfield. 

Because the team runs plays quickly, 
‘one of the keys to Briles’ offense is making 
sure the offensive linemen are well condli- 
tioned. Rex Hadnot is the leader of a group 
that has to find three new starters. 

Hadnot is a natural guard, but played 
center after Al James suffered a knee injury 
last season. If healthy, James is expected to 
move back to center this season. 

On defense, Briles is turning over the 
reigns to Ron Harris, with whom he worked 
at Texas Tech. UH is switching from a 42, 
look to a 4-3 allowing speedy linebackers to 
help the inexperienced secondary. 

Linebackers Damien West and Lance 
Everson combined for 97 tackles a year ago. 
The unit is stacked with Justin Davis, a starter 
a year ago, Bryant Brown, Travis Griffith and 
Matt Schirmer. 

Up front, the line is young, but experi- 
enced. Tackle Kade Lane and end Matthew 
Bentley both started as true freshmen. End 
Farouk Adelekan led the team in sacks and 
tackles for loss. 

The biggest chore for the secondary is 
replacing safety Hanik Milligan. A first-team 
all-conference choice, Milligan made 34 
career starts, putting up at least 10 tackles in 
23 of those games. 

Those duties now fall to Jermain 
Woodard, the team’s leading retuming tack- 
ler. Oklahoma transfer Brian Hodges should 
step in opposite Woodward at free safety to 
help ease the loss of Milligan. 

Dustin Bell developed into one of 
C-USA's top kickers in 2002. He started the 
year with a school-record seven straight field 
goals and finished the year 12 of 14, includ- 
ing six of eight from 40 yards and longer. 

— Cody Monk 
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STATE 


ese are the best of times — and the 
most frustrating of times — for the New 
Mexico State Aggies. 

They are coming off a season in which 
they won five conference games. They went 
undefeated at home and won seven games 
overall. That hasn't happened at New Mex- 


ico State since 1967. 

This program, which was considered 
among the dregs of Division I-A just a few 
years ago, seems to be blossoming in the 
Sun Belt Conference, 

The Aggies have been on the doorstep 
of the Sun Belt championship in each of the 
past two seasons, but couldn't hold fourth- 
quarter leads in decisive games. The pro- 
gram is rising to the point where winning 
seasons are expected, but the Aggies are still 
searching for that elusive championship ring. 

“Before you start getting titles you have 
to get that mindset,” coach Tony Samuel 
said. “And our mindset is getting better 
every year. Now it’s just a matter of stepping 
on the field and doing it.” 

The Aggies should contend for the 
crown again in 2003 as they bid to reach 
a bowl game for the first time since 1960, 

The Aggies went into 2002 with ques- 
tions at quarterback, but they came up with 
two answers. 

Paul Dombrowski took over when Buck 
Pierce was injured and the freshman went on 
to set school records for rushing yards (868) 
and rushing TDs (12) by a quarterback. He 
also completed 60 percent of his passes. 

Pierce, who missed 2003 spring drills 
after ankle surgery, ran for 180 yards and 
threw for 949 last season while breaking the 
NMSU passing efficiency record. 

Dombrowski is considered the Aggies’ 
strongest player pound-for-pound, which 
should help him endure the pounding he 
takes as a run-pass quarterback. 

“We'll find out more in the fall when 
Buck is healthy. Paul is turing into a great 
quarterback, but so is Buck,” Samuel said. 
“We'll play both of them. I've been here six 
years and five of those years we've pretty 


NEW MEXICO STATE 


much used two quarterbacks.” 

Another Samuel trademark is ground 
game by committee. Eric Higgins is the mar- 
quee running back, with three 100-yard 
games last season before being injured. Tony 
Bostic and Keith Mouton should get some 
carties, as will Marcus Dixon, the retuming. 


With Success Comes a Different Kind of Angst 


starter at fullback. 

Guards Steve Subia and Nick Cole and 
left tackle Trevor Kine anchor a talented-but- 
thin offensive line. 

With receivers H.B. Briscoe and P.J. 
Winston gone after combining for 1,454 
receiving yards, the Aggies have quality can- 
didates. But the question remains who will 
be the primary pass-catchers among Preston 
Williams, Chris Duncan, Ronshay Jenkins and 
Chris Lumpkin. 

The defense needs four bodies to step 
up in the secondary. NMSU coaches rave 
about comerback Cameron Wright's 
progress. Chris Davis also saw time at comer 
last season. Matt Griebel and Wuan Harris 
are the probable starting safeties. 

“We rotate players,” Samuel said. 
“Griebel played a lot last season and he’s 
a guy that keeps ‘em organized. Cameron 


AGGIES 


2002: 7-5 overall; 5-1 Sun Belt (2nd) 
(COACH: Tony Samuel - At NSU and over- 
all: 26-42, 6 seasons 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 6 offense, 
7 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Pau! Dom- 
browski, OG Steve Subia, OG Nick Cole, 
RB Eric Higgins, LB Rich Glover, LB Jimmy 
Cottrell, LB Tim Patrick, K Dario Aguiniga, 
DT Joe Olivo, CB Cameron Wright 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Producing 
points shouldn't be a problem with Dom- 
browski, Higgins, Dixon and a handful of 
capable receivers. Aguiniga is a veteran 
kicker with good accuracy and leg 
strength. The linebacking corps may chal- 


can change directions and he's a tough kid. 
Pretty much everything else is up for grabs.” 
Not so at linebacker where the Aggies 
have Jimmy Cottrell, Tim Patrick and Richard 
Glover back. 
The front has depth and returning talent. 
Traydell Bullock and Greg Scaffidi should start 


at ends, but junior college transfer Aubrey 
Dorisme could become the speed rusher 
NMSU has been searching for. Tackle Joe 
Olivo has 30 career starts. 

Dario Aguiniga eamed All-Sun Belt hon- 
ors by making 17 of 23 field goals last year, 
five from beyond 40 yards. 

NMSU's schedule is always tough and 
2003 is no exception. There are early dates 
with Texas (season opener) and Oregon 
State, and a Nov. 15 contest at Arkansas, 

“We've started the conference season 
with losing records every year because of 
who we play and where we play them (on 
the road),” Samuel said. “But if you play well 
in those games, it's going to help you. 
Hopefully we can do that.” 


—Jim Meehan 


lenge North Texas as the Sun Belt's finest. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Aggies 
must come up with four new starters in 
the secondary. Overall depth, particularly 
on the offensive line, is weak. Defensive 
line needs to generate better pass rush 
than 2002. i 
OVERVIEW: Aggies have assembled another 
titleworthy contender. Dombrowski is per- 
fect for the team's run-first offense and Buck 
Pierce will see time as well. New Mexico 
State's hopes rest on its defense, which was 
decent last year, but needs to improve if the } 
Aggies want to claim Sun Belt crown. That 
means all-new secondary has to perform in 
a mostly passhappy conference. 
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he next time a North Texas tennis 
T player returns to campus after play- 

ing in a match, that player should 
visit UNT football coach Darrell Dickey and 
shake his hand. 


Every fall Dickey lays down a sacrifice 
bunt or two so that the rest of the Mean 


NORTH TEXAS 


homa, Air Force and Arkansas. Baylor, 

a member of the Big 12, plays in Denton. 
North Texas tied Texas for the most 

shutouts in the nation with three. The 

Mean Green finished ninth nationally in 

total defense (290.6 yards per game) and 

was ranked in the top 30 in passing, rush- 


In order to survive those first few weeks, 
the pass defense has to be its normally solid 
self. The team lost four-year starter Don 
McGee, leaving as the starters Jeremy Pearl 
and Walter Priestley, who split time last year. 

Craig Jones and Jonas Buckles — 
both returning starters — are hard-hit- 


Trading Bruises for a Budget Boost 


Green athletic department can operate. 
In the past two years, UNT has taken 
thrashings at Alabama, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Arizona and TCU, among others. 

Despite heading into Sun Belt play 
with five non-conference losses each of 
the past two years, UNT has rebounded by 
winning the league title and last year won 
the New Orleans Bowl, the school's first 
bowl win since 1946. 

This year, UNT has once again asked 
Dickey and his players to hit the road as 
the school's best fundraiser. Three of the 
Mean Green's first four opponents were 
bowl teams a year ago, including Okla- 


2002: 8-5 overall; 6-0 Sun Belt (1st) 


| 21-37, 5 years 

| RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 4 offense, 

8 defense, kicker, punter 

| PLAYERS TO WATCH: DT Brandon 
Kennedy, RG Nick Zuniga, LB Cody 
Spencer, S Craig Jones, LB Taylor Casey, 
WR/PR Ja'Mel Branch, OB Scott Hall 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Mean 
Green topped every defensive statistic in 
the Sun Belt and ranked ninth nationally. 
They tied Texas for the most shutouts in 
the nation. DT Brandon Kennedy was 
the Sun Belt Defensive Player of the Year 
and is one of the more dominating inte- 
rior players in the country. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: As always, the 


COACH: Darrell Dickey - At UNT and overall: 


ing and scoring defense. 

The strength of UNTs 4-3 defense is in 
the middle. Nose tackle Brandon Kennedy 
was last year's Sun Belt Defensive Player of 
the Year. He was second in the nation with 
25 tackles for a loss. 

Kennedy, who missed spring practice 
with a knee injury, was part of a unit that 
held Texas to 27 rushing yards. 

Add juco All-American Michael Pruitt 
and second-team All-Sun Belt honoree 
Adrian Awasom at end and the Mean Green 
will again be tough to run against. 

Because Kennedy attracts so much 
attention, linebackers Cody Spencer and 
Taylor Casey, both first-team all-league in 
2002, are able to be more aggressive. 


schedule is brutal. Though better than in 
years past, UNT still has to go to Oklahoma, 
Air Force and Arkansas. However, the 
“thank you sir, may | have another” schedule 
doesn't seem to bother the Mean Green. 
UNT has gone into Sun Belt play with five 
non-conference losses the last two years 
and still won the conference. 

OVERVIEW: Dickey's defenses have 
improved each year he's been at UNT. 
The Mean Green were a top 10 a year 
ago and have four all-conference play- 
ers back. There are three tough road 
games, but this team could easily beat 
Big 12 member Baylor in Denton 
If the tough early games don't break 
the team's confidence, UNT is again 
the Sun Belt favorite. 


ting safeties who give UNT an all- 
upperclassmen secondary. 

On offense, there are questions at quar- 
terback. Scott Hall, who led UNT to its first 
conference title in 2001, played three quar- 
ters a year ago before tearing a pectoral 
muscle and missing the rest of the year. 

The reigns were handed to Andrew 
Smith, who only had to make his first col- 
legiate appearance in Austin against Texas. 
Hall should be the starter once the season 
begins, but if he struggles early, Smith 
might be called in for relief help. 

Patrick Cobbs is now the man at tail- 
back. He is a speedy, elusive back, more 
likely to run around people than through 
them. He rushed 159 times last year, 
averaging 4.8 yards per carry. 

On the outside, Ja'Mel Branch, Kevin 
Howard and Michael Thrash give the 
Mean Green veteran targets, but none 
have tremendous experience. Branch, also 
a solid kick and punt retumer, is the only 
returning receiver with more than 15 
catches last year. 

Among the big boys, the Mean Green 
needs three new starters and two all-con- 
ference players and four-year starters have 
to be replaced. Right guard Nick Zuniga is 
the only senior on the line, which is not 
a bad building block considering he's 
made all-conference three times and has 
started 32 straight games. 

Punter Brad Kadlubar averaged 42.6 
yards per punt a year ago and was sec- 
ond-team all-conference. Kicker Nick 
Bazaldua struggled early as a freshman, 
but he became more consistent, finishing 
three-of-five from 40 yards plus. 

— Cody Monk 
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2002 Big 12 Leaders 


INDIVIDUA 


PASSING EFFICIENCY ‘AT CuP vos To__ RATING INTERCEPTIONS 6 vos mH 2G 
“Kl Kingsbury, Tewos Tech 712479 37 Bobby Wolker, Kansas State TT $7 3 055 
Chris Simms, Texas 2% 1430 Kansas 12 6 7 4 0.50 
Josh Fields, Oklahoma Stote 31 1403 Derrick Sirait, Okichoma 14 6 5 1 0.43 
Ell Roberson, Kansas State 7 1365 Brondon , Oklahoma 4 6 107 0 0.43 
Note Hybl, Gklahoma 2 1337 Jaxson Appel, Texas AEM 10 4 46 0 0.40 
Dustin ong, Texas ABM 19 1257 Dokorai Texas 13 5 53 ° 0.38 
Seneca Wallace, lows State 15 1197 Terence Newman, Kensas Stote 13 5 21 0 0:38 
Brad Smith, Missouri 151173 RJ. Jones, Missouri n 4 39 0 0:36 
‘Aaron Keres, Baylor 6 7Z3 Nathon Vosher, Texas u 4 3 ° 0:36 
Robert Hodge, Colorado 3°15) Jones, Texas ASM 12 47 1 0:33 
Jammal Lord, Nebraska 12 1103 Derrick Johnson, Texas 13 4 85 t) 031 
Bill Whittemore, Kansas 1034 Fabion Washington, Nebraska 13 4 35 1 031 
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“Chris Brown, Colorado 303 Teat 61 153.4 “Chis Brown, Colorado 17 o o 114 [x3 
‘Qventin Griffin, Oklahoma 287 1884 66 1346 Zack Abron, Missouri 7 0 o 102 93 
Darren Sproles, Kansas State 237 1465 62 1127 Ell Roberson, Konsos State 1% 2 ° 8 82 
Jammal Lord, Nebraska 251 1412 58 100.9 Dorren Konsas State 7 2 ° 104 80 
Totum Bell, Oklahoma State 175 1096 63 99.6 Rashaun Woods, Oklahoma State 17 0 ° 102 78 
Cedrick Benson, Texas 305 1293 42 99.5 Dusty v Texas 0 54 18 102078 
Ell Roberson, Kansas State 202 1032 51 860 Quentin Geffin, 18 0 cy 108 77 
Brod Smith, Missouri 193 1029 53 858 Trey DiCarlo, 0 58 16 106 76 
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Seneca Wallace, lowa State 566 3682 2630 Kyle Larson, Nebraska 3B 4832 Reggie Newhouse, Baylor © «12 751140950 
Bill Whitemore, Kensos 4422215 248.1 Brock Hervey, Missouri 54425 Justin Goge, Missour 12 82 1075896 
Chris Simms, Texas 466-3083 237.2 Tony Yelk, lowa State 45 424 Lone Donielsen, lowa State 13 63 1073 82.5 
Jesh Fields, Oklohoma State 458 3073 264 Corts Ansel, Kensas a2 422 Jamoar Taylor, Texas A&M 10 © 44760780 
ERoberson, Kansas State 377 2612, 2177 Cole Farden, Oklahoma State 7 ala Wes Welker, Texas Tech 14.8104 753 
Dustin long,Texas ABM 382-2522 2102 Trovis Brown, Konsos Stote 29 © 410 Bethel Johnson Texas ABM 12 40718598 
Jammal lord, Nebraska 455.2774 198.1 Brion Brodlord, Texos 7 40 Mickey Peters, Texas Tech 13 64749576 
Nate Hybl, Oklahoma 226 2aBa Wr4 ‘Clinton Greathouse, Texos Tech 7 37 Greg horier Texas ABM 1248869558 
‘Aaron Karos, Baylor 348 (1789 1626 Bloke Ferguson, Ollohoma Th 385 Terence. pTexasABM 11 36 599-545, 
Chris Brown Colorado 3031841 153.4 Jeremy Parker, Baylor 73 356 Taco Wollace, Konsos Site «13-39 704542 


TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS __YDS/G_—_TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS YDS __YDS/G_—_KICKOFF RETURNS NO__Yos AVG 
Texas Tech 1155 6835, 488.2 “Kansos Stole 864 3237 2490 Texas 20 476 Be 
Kansas State 878 5504 423.4 Oklohoma 928 4104 293.1 Colorodo 2 6al 29 
‘Oklahoma State 895 5348 4nd Texas 874 4000 3077 —_Kansos Stote 21 476 227 
Oklahoma 1010 5496 3926 Texos ABM 8694061 338.4 Nebraska 48 1071 223 
Missouri 874 4642 386.8 ——_lowo Stole 10105024 3589 = Missouri 48 1003 209 
Texas A&M 8464634 386.2 Nebraska 1008 5067 361.9 Oklohoma Stote 40 all 20.3 
Texas 915 5013 385 Colorado ton 5120 3657 Oklohomo 29 (582 20.1 
lowa Stote 1008 5338 381.3 Oklohoma Stote 10195183 3987 Texas A&M 3% 7 198 
Colorado 968 = 5243 3745 Texas Tech 1020 5649 403.5 Kansas 521016 195 
Nebraska 959 5224 373.1 Boylor 822 4863 4052 Texas Tech 3 914 179 
Baylor 847-4019 3349 Missouri 937 504 450.3 Iowa State 51 905 77 
Kansas 902 3801 3168 Kensos 8355669 4724 Boylor 64 1043 163 
SCORING OFFENSE G Pts AVG SCORING DEFENSE G Pts AVG PUNTRETURNS NO__YDs AVG 
Kansas State 1s S81 447 “Kansas Stale 13 153 118 "Nebroske rT] 330 «163 
‘Oklahoma 14 Sal 38.6 © Oklohoma 14 216 15.4 Okdchoma a7 730 155 
Texas Tech 14537 384 Texas 130212 163 Texas 36-507 141 
‘Oklchoma State 13 4a 342 Colorado 14325 23.2 Kansos Stole 50687 137 
Texas 13 439 338 Texas ABM. 12 280 23.3 © Missouri 7 353 13.1 
Missouri 12-360 300 Nebroska 14 335 29 Texas Tech 59 766 13.0 
lowa State 14 404 28.9 —Oklohoma State 13-356 27.4 Oklahoma State 4300554 129 
Texas A&M 12 345 288 —lowa Stole 14 3% 283 Colorado S538 124 
Colorado 14 398 28.4 Missouri 12-352 29.3 lowa Sale 40 423 106 
Nebraska 14383 274 Texas Tech 4 439 31.4 Texas ABM 2 242 83 
Kansas 12 28 20.7 Baylor 12 4% 41.3 Baylor 7 26 80 
Baylor 12-202 168 —— Konsos 12-507 422° Kansos 19124 65 
RUSHING OFFENSE CAR___YDS__YDS/G_—_RUSHING DEFENSE CAR___YDS___YDS/G_—_NETPUNTING NO AVG RET _YDS/R_AVG 
Nebrosko 7243762 268.7 “Kansos State 45-908 95 “Colorodo 72 468 37 53 a6 
Kansas Stote 655-3438 2645 Oklohoma 496 1510 1077 Nebraska 75 421 31 39 382 
Colorado 652-3259 2328 Texas A&M 468 1571 1309 —_Kansos State 55 397 2737.0 
Oklahoma 591-2668 1906 Texas 4741853 142.5 Missouri 7 424 29 55 369 
Missouri 494-2204 1837 Nebroska 549-2053 1466 Texas ABM 6 431 36 «70 361 
(Oklahoma State 441 1930 148.5 Oldchoma State 5391912 47.1 Kansas 8 410 41 | 58 352 
lowa State 554-2030 1450 4401963 1636 QWchoma 78 374 2 24 35.0 
Texas 51) 1762 135.5 Texas Tech 548 2295 163.9  OklohomaSiote «68-415 39767 348 
Kansas 4721515 1262 Missouri Sil 2013 1678 Texos 72 388 30 46 343 
Texas A&M 4211418 1182 Colorado 558-2381 170.1 lowa Stote 71 393 360-52 341 
Baylor 4471241 103.4 ——lowo Stote Sed (2444 1746 Texas Tech 4 381 2 8662 319 
Texas Tech 385139 99.4 Kansas 533-3075 2562 Baylor 8 348 45 «82 266 
PASSING OFFENSE ATT COMP YDS __YDS/G_—~PASSING DEFENSE__ATT_COMP YDS INT TD POINTS TURNOVERS __4FUM_INT_TOTAL-FUM__ INT TOTAL GAME 
Texas Tech 70 515544 388.9 Texas 400192 2147 2217 1652 Okohoma 12 24 36 6 I I7 1.36 
Texas ABM 425-219-3216 268.0 Konsos Stote 418 191 2333 20 11 1795 Texs 13:22 35 6 12 18 1.31 
Oklahoma State 454-243-3414 262.6 lowa State 426 242 2580 10 16 1843 Missouri A259 12 2A. 7 NZ ILOD, 
Texas 404 24032512501 ‘Oklohoma 432 206 2594 24 13 1853 KonsasStoe 13 20 33 18 6 24 069 
lowa State 454-250 3308 «236.3 Colorado 453-254 2739 15 18 1956 1515 30 11 12 23 0.50 
Baylor 400 224-2778 = 231.5 Texas A&M 401 229 2490 18 17 2075 TexosABM 14 16 30 9 19 28 O17 
Missouri 380-204 24382032 Nebraska 459 231 3014 13 12 2153 lowaStale —«17:*10.—«s« 7 10:—«*18_—-28 0.07 
‘Oklahoma 419-242-2828 «202.0 Konsos 302 167 2594 12 27 2162  OklchomaStle 8 12 20 7 15 22 -0.15 
Kansas 430-200 2286 «190.5 Texas Tech 472 263 3354 16 26 2396 — Nebraska 813° 21 12 12 24 021 
Kansas Stote 223-120-2066 158.9 382 235 2900 8 30 2417 TexosTech 3 16 19 14 15 29 -07) 
Colorado 316 16319847 ‘Oklchoma Siote 80-263: 3271 12 20 251.6 —_Konsos 5 12 17 13 13° 26-075 
Nebraska 235 105 «(1462—«104.4 Missouri 42% 253 3391 12 19 2826 Baylor 10 8 18 13 22 35 -1.42 
* Bold indices retring players. 
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It was a big year for the Lone Star State, as Texas A&M won the 
South Division, and then upset Kansas State for the league champi- 
onship. At the same time, the Texas Longhorns enjoyed a sensational 
season, as they beat the Aggies, got to the Cotton Bowl, and tailback 
Ricky Williams dashed all the way to the Heisman Trophy. 

* Big 12 champion: Texas A&M (7-1) 

* Big 12 Player of the Year: Ricky Williams, TB, Texas 

* Heisman Trophy: Ricky Williams, TB, Texas 

2nd: Michael Bishop, QB, Kansas State 

+ Lombardi Trophy: Dat Nguyen, LB, Texas A&M 

* National champion: Tennessee (13-0) beat Florida State in Fiesta Bowl, 
23-16. 


This was the season — the last-second loss, really — that vaulted 
Nebraska on to one of the great runs in modern college football his- 
tory. The Cornhuskers got to the Orange Bowl against Florida State to 
play for the national title (Tom Osborne was looking for his first fat 
ring), but NU missed a field goal on the last play of the game and 
lost, 18-16. It ended an 1 1-game Husker winning streak and pro- 
vided the impetus for Nebraska's amazing 25-consecutive victories 
and back-to-back national titles. 

* Big 8 champion: Nebraska (7-0) 

* SWC champion: Texas A&M (7-0) 

* Heisman Trophy: Charlie Ward, OB, Florida State 
No Big 12 player in Top 10. 

* Butkus Award: Trev Alberts, LB, Nebraska 

* National champion: Florida State (12-1), beat Nebraska in Orange Bowl, 
18-16. 


There really was no favorite for the Heisman Trophy in 1988. Los 
Angeles quarterbacks Troy Aikman (UCLA) and Rodney Peete (USC) 
staged a glittery season-long competition ... only to be upstaged by 
a soft-spoken, little-known flash of lightning from Oklahoma State. 
That, of course, was Barry Sanders, who staged the greatest season 
any major-college running back ever had ... making it so clear that 
Heisman voters had to vote for him: 2,628 yards and a preposter- 
ous 37 TDs. 

* Big 8 champion: Nebraska (7-0) 

* SWC champion: Arkansas (7-0) 

+ Heisman Trophy: Barry Sanders, TB, Oklahoma State 

* National champion: Notre Dame (12-0) beat West Virginia in Fiesta 
Bowl, 34-21 — the most recent title for the Irish. 


— 


A-Look Back 


Another Nebraska highlight ... but like 1993, it didn’t end the way 
the Cornhuskers hoped it would. In one of the most dramatic, excit- 
ing Orange Bowls ever, the top-ranked Comhuskers were overtaken 
by a scrappy underdog of a Miami squad ... only to scramble back 
with a last-minute touchdown that put Nebraska in position to tie and 
sew up Tom Osborne's first national title. But Osborne wouldn't play 
for the tie, instead going for two and the win — and failed. 


+ Big 8 champion: Nebraska (7-0) 

* SWC champion: Texas (8-0) 

* Heisman Trophy: Mike Rozier, RB, Nebraska. 4th: Turner Gill, QB, Nebraska 

* Outland Trophy: Dean Steinkuhler, G, Nebraska 

* National champion: No. 5 Miami beat No. 1 Nebraska, 31-30 in the 
classic Orange Bowl (and Georgia beat No. 2 Texas in the Cotton Bowl), 
giving the ‘Canes their first of five titles. 


Just as every year, it was all about Nebraska and Oklahoma in the 
Big Eight. For 26 years in a row, NU or OU won or shared the league 
championship, and mostly in the mid-1970s, it was Oklahoma that 
dominated the action. This time, though, fourth-ranked Nebraska 
scored a 17-14 win over the top-ranked Sooners. It was, in fact, 
so close, that Orange Bowl officials invited Oklahoma — much to the 
chagrin of NU. Heisman Trophy winner Billy Sims and the Sooners 
bounced back to beat the Huskers in the bowl game, 31-24. 


* Big 8 champion: Nebraska (6-1) and Oklahoma (6-1) 

* SWC champion: Houston (7-1) 

+ Heisman Trophy: Billy Sims, HB, Oklahoma 

+ Outland Trophy: Greg Roberts, G, Oklahoma 

* National co-champions: In a wild finish to the season, No. 2 Alabama 
beat No. 1 Penn State in the Sugar Bowl (14-7), and No. 3 Southern Cal 
beat No. 5 Michigan in the Rose (17-10) ... and the AP voted for 
Alabama (11-1) while the coaches voted for USC (12-1). 


Powerful Oklahoma, which would go on to win back-to-back national 
championships in 1955-56, didn’t get a chance to win the ‘53 version 
in the bowl game. As was done in those days, Maryland had it in tow 
even before the bow! was played. So, even though the J.D. Roberts-led 
tough guys bounced Maryland 7-0, they still finished just No. 4. 


* Big 8 champion: Oklahoma (6-0) 

* SWC co-champions: Rice (5-1) and Texas (5-1) 

* Heisman Trophy: John Lattner, HB, Notre Dame. 8th: J.D. Roberts, G, Okla 

* Outland Trophy: J.D. Roberts, G, Oklahoma 

* National champion: Maryland (10-1) went undefeated in the regular 
season; lost to Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl, 7-0. 
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